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F all kinds of ſatire, there is none ſo enter- 
() taining, and univerſally improving as that 
which is introduced, as it were, occaſionally, 
in the courſe of an intereſting ſtory, which brings 
every incident home to life ; and by repreſenting fa- 
miliar ſcenes in an uncommon and amuſing point of 
view, inveſts them with all the graces oft novelty, 
while nature is appealed to in every particular. 

The reader gratifies his curioſity, in purſuing the 
adventures of a perſon in whoſe favour he is prepoſ- 
ſeſſed; he eſpouſes his cauſe, he ſympathizes with 
him in diſtreſs, bis indignation is heated againſt the 
authors of his calamity ; the humane paſſions are in- 
flamed ; the contraſt between dejected virtue, and 
inſulting vice, appears with greater aggravation, and 
every impreſſion having a double force on the imagi- 
nation, the memory retains the circumſtance, and 
the heart improves by the example. The attention 
is not tired with a bare catalogue of characters, but 
agreeably diverted with all the variety of invention; 
and the viciſſitudes of life appear in their peculiar 
circumſtances, opening an ample field for wit and 
humour, 

Romance, no doubt, owes its origin to Ignorance, 
vanity, and ſuperſtition. In the dark ages of the 
world, when a man had rendered himſelf famous far 
wiſdom or valour, his family and adherents availed 
themſelves of his ſuperior qualities, magnified his 
virtues, and repreſented his character and perſon as 
ſacred and ſupernatural. The vulgar eaſily ſwallows 
ed the bait, implored his protection, and yielded the 
tribute of homage and praiſe even to adoration ; his 
exploits were handed dowa to poſterity with a thou- 
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ſand exaggerations ; they were repeated as incite- 
ments to virtue ; divine honours were paid, and al- 
tars erected to his memory, for the encouragement 
of thoſe who attempted to imitate his example ; and 
hence aroſe the heathen mythology, which is no 
other than a collection of extravagant romances,— 
As learning advanced, and genius received cultiva- 
tion, theſe ſtories were embelliſhed with the graces 
of poetry, that they might the better recommend 
themſelves to the attention ; they were ſung in pub- 
lic, at feſtivals, for the inſtruction and delight of the 
audience; and rehearſed before battle, as incentives 
to deeds of glory. Thus tragedy and the epic muſe 
were born, and, in the progreſs of taſte, arrived at 
perfection. It is no wonder, that the ancients 
could not reliſh a fable in proſe, after they had ſeen 
fo many remarkable events celebrated in verſe, by 
their beſt poets ; we therefore, find no romance a- 
mong them, during the zra of their excellence, un- 
leſs the Cyropædia of Xenophon may be ſo called; 
and it was not till arts and ſciences began to revive, 
after the irruption of the Barbarians into Europe, 
that any thing of this kind appeared. But when 
the minds of men were debauched by the impoſition 
of prieſt-craft to the moſt abſurd pitch of credulity ; 
the authors of romance aroſe, and loſing fight of 
probability, filled their performances with the moſt 
monſtrous hyperboles. if they could not equal the 
antient poets in point of genius, they were reſolved to 
excel them in fiction, and apply to the wonder rather 
than the judgment of their readers. Accordingly 
they brought necromancy to their aid, and inſtead of 
ſupporting the character of their heroes, by dignity 
of ſentiment and practice, diſtinguiſhed them by their 
bodily ſtrength, activity, and extravagance of beha- 
viour. Although nothing could be more Judicrous 
and unnatural than the figures they drew, they did 
not want patrons and admirers, and the world * 
* 
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e- ally began to be infected with the ſpirit of knight- 
l- errantry, when Cervantes, by an inimitable piece of 
nt MK} ridicule, reformed the taſte of mankind, repreſenting 
1d chivalry in the right point of view, and converting 
10 romance to purpoles far more uſeful and entertaining, 
io by making it aſſume the ſock, and point out the fol- 
a- lies of ordinary life. 

es The ſame method has been practiſed by other 
1d Spaniſh and French authors, and by none more ſuc- 
b- ceſsfully than by Monſieur Le Sage, who in his Ad- 
ne ventures of Gil Blas, has deſcribed the knavery and 
es foibles of life, with infinite humour and ſagacity.— 
ſe The following ſheets I have modeled on his plan, 
at FH taking the liberty, however, to differ from him in 
ts the execution, where I thought his particular ſitua- 
en tions were uncommon, extravagant, or peculiar to 
by the country in which the ſcene is laid. — The diſ- 
a- graces of Gil Blas are, for the moſt part, ſuch as 
n- rather excite mirth than compaſſion: he himſelf 
13 laughs at them; and his tranſitions from diſtreſs 
e, to happineſs, or at leaſt eaſe, are fo ſudden, that 
e, neither the reader has time to pity him, nor himſelf 
en to be acquainted with affliction. This conduct, in 
nn my opinion, not only deviates from probability, but 
„ prevents that generous indignation which ought to 
of animate the reader, againſt the ſordid and vicious 
ſt F diſpoſition of the world. 

ie | J have attempted to repreſent modeſt merit ſtrug- 
to YF pling with every difficulty to which a friendleſs or- 
er Phan is expoſed, from his own want of experience, 
ly as well as from the ſelfiſhneſs, envy, malice, and 
of & | baſe indifference of mankind. —Tofecurea favourable 
ty prepoſſeſſion, I have allowed him the advantages of 
ir birth and education, which in the feries of his miſe 
a- AY fortunes, will, I hope, engage the ingenuous more 
13 AY warmly in his behalf; and though I foreſce, that 
4 IF ſome people will be offended at the mean ſcenes in 
1- which he is involved, I perſuade myſelf the judicious 


will 
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will not only perceive the neceſſity of deſcribing thoſe 
ſituations to which he muſt of courſe be confined, in 
his low eſtate, but alſo find entertainment in view- 
ing thoſe parts of life, where the humours and paſſi- 
ons are undiſguiſed by affectation, ceremony, or 
education; and the whimſical peculiarities of diſpo- 
ſition appear as nature has implanted them. But I 
believe I need not trouble myſelf in vindicating a 
practice authorized by the beſt writers in this way, 
ſome of whom J have already named. 

Every intelligent reader will, at firſt ſight, perceive 
I have not deviated from nature, in the facts, which 
are all true in the main, although the circumſtances 
are altered and diſguiſed to avoid perſonal ſatire. 

It now remains, to give my reaſons for making the 
chief perſonage of this work a North-Britain ; which 
are chiefly theſe : I could at a ſmall expence beſtow 
on him ſuch education as I thought the dignity of his 
birth and character required, which could not poſſibly 
be obtained in England, by ſuch lender means as the 
natureof my plan would afford. In the next place, I 
could repreſent ſimplicity of manners in a remote part 
of the kingdom, with more propriety than in any 
place near the capital ; and laſtly, the diſpoſition of 
the Scots, addicted to travelling, juſtifies my conduct 
in deriving an adventurer from that country. 

That the delicate reader may not be offended at the 


unmeaning oaths which proceed from the mouths of 


ſome perſons in theſe memoirs, I beg leave to pre- 
miſe, that I imagined nothing could more effectually 
ex poſe the abſurdity of ſuch miſerable expletives, than 
a natural and verbal repreſentation of the diſcourſe in 
which they occur. 
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| Yeung painter indulging a vein of pleaſantry, 
ſketched a kind of conver ſation-piece, repre- 
ſenting a bear, an owl, a monkey, and an aſs; 


Land to render it more ftriting, hum:rous and moral, 
diſtinguiſhed every figure by ſome emblem of human life. 


Bruin was exhibited in the garb and attitude of an 


eld, toothlefs, drunken ſoldier ; the owl perched upon 
the handle of a caffee- pet, with ſpectacle on noſe, ſcem- 
ed to contemplate a news paper; and the aſs, ornamented 
3 with a huge tye - wig, (which, however, could not conceal 
his long ears) fat for his picture to the monkey, wha 


4 appeared with the implements of painting, This whim- 
7 fical groupe afforded ſome mirth, and met with general 


approbation, until ſome miſchievous wag hinted that 
I the whole was a lampoon upon the friends of the per- 


ormer : an inſinuation which was no ſooner circulated, 


than thoſe very people who applauded it before, began to 
be alarmed, and even io fancy themſelves ſignified by the 


everal figures of the piece. 
Among others a worthy perſonage in years, who had 


3 ſerved in the army with reputation, being incenſed at 
the ſuppoſed outrage, repaired to the lodgings of the 
painter, and finding him at home, Heark ye, Mr. 


„ Minhkey, ſaid he, I have a good mind to convince 
you that tho the bear has loft his teeth, be retains 
„his paws, and that he is not ſo drunk but he can 


„ percerve your impertinence—'Sblood ! fir, that tocth- 


ess jaw is a damned ſcandalous libel but, don't you 
imagine me ſo chopfallen as not to be able to chew the 


£ cud of reſentment.” Here be was interrupted by 


2 #he arrival of a learned phyſician, wha advancing to the 


culprit 
3 
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culprit with fury in his aſpecs, exclaimed, ee Suppoſe | 


« the augmentation of the aſs's ears ſbauld prove the 


« diminution of the babain's—nay, ſeek net to pre- 
% varicate, for by th: beard of # ſculapius ! there "is | 


«© not one hair in t is pertwig that will not ſtand up in 
&: judement to convift thee of perſonal abuſe—Do you 
86 obſerve, captain, how this pitiful little fellow has co- 
& pied the very curl the colrur, indeed, is different, 
c but then the form and foretop are quite ſimilar,” —= 
Fhile he thus remmſirated in a firain of vociferation, 
a venerable ſenator entered, and waddling up to the 
delinquent, ** "Fackanapes ! cried he, I will now let thee 
6 ſee, I can read ſomething elſe than a news paper, and 
& that, without the help of ſpeftacles—here is your own 
„ mie of hand, firrah, for money which if T had not 
cc advanced, you yourſelf would have reſembled an ow, 
« in not daring to ſhew your face by day, you ungrate- 
we ful, flanderous naue!“ 


\ 


intention to give offence, or to characterixe particular per- 


ſens : they affirmed the reſemblance was too palpable to be 
overlooked, they taxed bim with inſolence, malice, and 


— 
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In vain the aſteniſbed painter declared that he had ns 


I # 


mmegratitule; and their clamours being overheard by the © 


public, the captain was a bear, the doctor an afs, and 
the ſenater an owl to his dying day. 

Chriſtian reader, Ĩ beſeech thee, in the bowels of the 
Lord, remember this example while thou art emplcyed 
in the peruſal 4 the following ſheets; and ſeek not t9 


apprepriate to thyſelf that which equally belings is five 4 


hundred diſſerent people. If thou fhould'/t meet with a 
characſer that r-flefts thee in ſume ungracicus particu 
lar, kerp thy own counſel ; conſider that one feature 


"makes nit a face, and that thi thou art, perbaps, di- 


f* 'nguiſhed by a bottle noſe, iwenty of thy neigbbours may 
be in the ſame predicament. | 
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on, "19 HAP. I. Of my birth and parentage. 
page 1 

CHAP. II. I grow up—am hated by my relati- 
tions—ſent to ſchool - neglected by my grand- 
father—maltreated by my maſter—ſeaſoned to 
adverſity l form cabals againſt the pedant - am 


8 
S 
-/ © LI aL ene 


wt, debarred acceſs to my grandfather hunted by 
le- his heir demoliſh the teeth of his tutor. p. 6 

IcH Ap. III. My mother's brother arrives re- 
ns lieves me a deſcription of him goes along 


r- with me to the houſe of my grandfather — is 
2 be encountered by his dogs——defeats them, after a 
bloody engagement—is admitted to the old gen- 
% tleman — a dialogue between them. p. 11 
and [CH A p. IV. My grandfather makes his wil 

our ſecond viſit—he dies his will is read in pre- 


D 
VW 
— 


the ſence of all his living deſcendants the diſap- 
yed pointment of my female couſins - my uncle's be- 
119 | haviour, | p. 16 
ive IH A p. v. The ſchoolmaſter uſes me barbarouſ- 
ba Þ ly—I form a project of revenge, in which I am 
cre aſſiſted by my uncle I leave the village —ʒ am 


ure ſettled at the univerſity by bis generoſity p. 20 
di- NC HA P. VI. I make great progreſs in my ſtudies 

1 —am careſſed by every body—my fema'e cou- 
ſins take notice of me I reject their invitation 
they are incenſed and conſpire againſt me | am 
left deſtitute by a misfortune that befals my uncle 
55 Vol. I. a Gawky's 


N 
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Gawky's treachery——my revenge, p. 26 
CHAP. VII. I am entertained by Mr. Crab—— ? 
a deſcription of him I acquire the art of ſurge- 
ry conſult Crab's diſpoſition become ne- 
ceſſary to him—an accident happens he advi- 
ſes me to launch out into the world —aſſiſts me 
with money I! ſet out for London. Pp. 34 
CHAP. VIII. I arrive at Newcaſtle 
with my old ſchool-fellow Strap——we determine 
to walk in company to London — ſet out on our 
journey put up at a ſolitary ale-houſe 
diſturbed by a ſtrange adventure in the night. p. 2 
CHAP. IX. We proceed on our journey are 
overtaken by an highwayman, who fires at Strap, 
is prevented from ſhooting me by a company of 
horſemen, who ride in ae Fo of him Strap is 
put to bed at an inn — Adventures at that inn. p. 5„o0 
CHAP. X. The highwayman is taken——we 
are detained as evidences againſt him proceed 
to the next village he eſcapes we arrive at 
another inn, where we go to bed in the night 
we are awaked by a dreadful adventure——next 
night we lodge at the houſe of a ſchool-maſter— - 
our treatment there. p-. 56 
CHAP. XI. We deſcry the waggon—get into 
it—arrive at an inn our fellow-travellers de- 
ſcribed—a miſtake is committed by Strap, which 
produces ſtrange things. p. 63 | 
CHAP. XII. Captain Weazel challenges Strap, 
who declines the combat an affair between the 
captain and me the uſurer is fain to give Miſs 
Jenny five guineas for a releaſe— we are in dan- 
ger of loſing a meal—the behaviour of Weazel, 
Jenny, and Joey on. that occafion—an account 
of captain Weazel and his lady—the captain's 
courage tried Iſaac's mirth at the captain's ex- 
ence. p- 72 
CH AFP. XIII. Strap and I are terrified by an ap- 
parition | 


meet 


are 


CONTENTS. xi 
parition—Strap's conjecture - the myſtery ex- 
plained by Joey we arrive at London our dreſs 
and appearance deſcribed —we are infalted in the 
ſtreet—an adventure in an ale-houſe we are 
impoſed upon by a waggith f>otman—lſet to rights 
by a tobacconiſt = take lodgings —dive for a dinner 
Han accident at our ordinary p. 81 


CH AP. XIV. We viſit Strap's friend—a deicrip- 


tion of him his advice—we go to Mr Cringer's 
houſe — are denied admittance—aa accident befals 
Strap—his behaviour thereupon — an extraordina- 
ry adventure occurs, in the courſe of which I 
loſe all my money p. 89 


CHAP. XV. Strap moralizes —preſents his putſe 


to me - we inform our landlord of my misfortune ; 
he unravels the myſtery——1 preſent myſelf to 
Cringer— he recommends and turns me over to 
Mr. Staytape—I become acquainted with a fel- 
low-dependant, who explains the characters of 
Cringer and Staytape- and informs me of the 
method to be purſued at the Navy office and Sur- 
geon's-hall— Strap is employed p. 97 


CH AP. XVI. My new acquaintance breaks an 


appointment ] proceed by myſelf to the Navy-of- 
fice, addreſs myſelf to a perſon there, ho aſſiſts me 
with his ad vice - write to the board— they grant. 
me a letter to the ſurgeons at the hall! am in- 
formed of the beau's name and character find 
him—he makes me his confident in an amour 


deſires me to pawn my linen, for his occaions—1 


recover what 1 lent him ſome curious obſer- 
vations of Strap on that occaſion — his vanity. 
p. 105 


CHAP. XVII. I go to Surgeon's-hall, where I 


meet with Mr. Jackſon - am examined — a fierce 
diſpute ariſes between two of the examiners — 
Jackſon diſguiſes himſelf to attra& reſpect is 
detected in hazard of being ſent to Bridewell 
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he treats us at a tavern carries us to a night- 
houſe, a troubleſome adventure there —-we are 
committed to the Round- houſe — carried before a 
juſtice—his behaviour. p- 115 
CHAP. XVIII. I carry my qualification to the 
Navy-oftice—the nature of it—the behaviour of 
the {—t—y —— Strap's concern for my abſence 2 
Va battle between him and a blackiſmith—the 
troubleſome conſequences of it—his harrangue 
to me his friend the ſchoolmaſter recommends 
me to a French apothecary, who entertains me as 
a journeyman. | p 126 
CHAP. XIX. The characters of Mr. Lavement, 
bis wife and daughter ſome anecdotes of the fa- 
mily the mother and daughter rivals—I am 
guilty of a miſtake that gives me preſent ſatisfac- 
tion, but is attended with troubleſome conſe- 
quences p. 133 
C HAP. XX. I am aſſaulted and dangerouſly 
wounded - ſuſpect Odonnel, and am confirmed 
in my opinion — concert a ſcheme of revenge, and 
put it in execution — Odonnel robs his own ſer- 
vant, and diſappears—I make my addrefles to a 
lady, and am miraculouſly delivered from her ſnare. 
P. 142 

CHAP. XXI. SquireGawky comes to lodge with 
my maſter—is involved in a troubleſome affair, 
out of which he is extricated by me- he marries 
my maſter's daughter—they conſpire againſt me 
— am found guilty of theft — diſcharged - de- 
ſerted by my friends I hire a room in St. Giles's 
here, by accident, I find the lady to whom I 
made my addreſſes, in a miſerable condition—I 


relieve her p. 149 
CHAP. XXII. The hiſtory of Miſs Williams, 
p. 160 


CHAP. XXIII. She is interrupted by a bailiff, 


who arreſts, and carries her to the Marſhalſea — I 
ac 


1c 
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accompany her—bring witneſſes to prove ſhe is 
not the perſon named in the writ the bailiff 
is fain to give her a preſent, and diſcharge her 
ve ſhift our lodging — ſhe reſumes her ſtory 
and ends it ——my reflections thereupon ſhe 
makes me acquainted with the progreſs of a com- 
mon woman of the rown—reſolves to quit that 
way of life. p. 174 
HAP. XXIV. I am reduced to great miſery— 
aſſaulted on T'ower-hill by a preſs gang, who put 
me on board a tender my uſage there my 
arrival on board of the Thunder man of war, 
where I am put in irons, and afterwards releaſed 
by the good offices of Mr. Thomſon, who recom- 
mends me as aſſiſtant to the ſurgeon—he relates 
his own ſtory, and makes me acquainted with the 
characters of the captain, ſurgeon, and firſt mate. 

p. 189 
HA P. XXV. The behaviour of Mr. Morgan 
— his pride, diſpleaſure and generoſity the 
economy of our meſs deſcribed - Thomſon's fur- 
ther friendſhip— the nature of my duty explained 
the ſituation of the ſick. p. 199 
HAP. XXVI. A diſagreeable accident happens 
to me in the diſcharge of my office—Morgan's 
noſe is offended—a dialogue between him and 
the ſhip's ſteward—upon examination, I find 
more cauſes of complaint than one—my hair is 
cut off - Morgan's cookery—the manner of ſleep- 
ing on board i am waked in the night by a dread- 
ful noiſe. p. 205 
H A P. XXVII. I acquire the friendſhip of the 
ſurgeon, who procures a warrant for me. and 
makes me a preſent of cloaths - a bartle between 
a midſhipman and me—the ſurgeon leaves the 
ſhip—the captain comes on board with another 
ſurgeon—a dialogue between the captain and 


Morgan = the ſick are ordered to be brought up- 
on 
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C HAP. XXIX. Mackſhane's malice 
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pon the quarter deck and examined - the conſe- 
quences ot that order—a madman accuſes Mor- 
gan, and is ſet at liberty by command of the cap- * 
tain, whom he inſtantly attacks and pummels 
without mercy. p. 210 


CHAP. XXVIIL The captain enraged, threatens | 


to put the madman to death with his own hand 
—is diverted from that reſolution by the argu- 


ments and perſuaſion of the firſt lieutenant and fur- 


geon—we ſet fail for St. Helens, join the fleet 
under the command of Sir C--n--r O--gle, and 
proceed for the Weſt Indies - are overtaken by 
a terrible tempeſt—my. friend Jack Rattlin has 
his leg broke by a fall from the main-yard—the 
behaviour of doctor Mackſhane— Jack oppoſes 
the amputation of his limb, in which he is ſecond - 
ed by Morgan and me, who undertake the cure, 
and perform it ſucceſefully. p. 219 
am 
taken up and impriſoned for a ſpy Morgan 
meets with the ſame fate Thomſon is tamper- 
ed with to turn evidence againſt us—diſdains the 
propoſal, and is maltreated for his integrity 
Morgan is releaſed to aſſiſt the ſurgeon during an 
engagement with ſome French ſhips of war—l 
remain fettered on the poop, expoſed to the ene- 
my's ſhot, and grow delirious with fear —am 
comforted after the battle by Morgan, who ſpeaks | 
freely of the captain; is overheard by the centi- 
nel, who informs againſt him, and again impri- 
ſoned—Thomſon grows deſperate, and notwith- 
ſtanding the remonſtrances of Morgan and me, 
goes over-board in the. night. | p 225 


CHA P. XXX. Welament the fate of our com- 


panion—the captain offers Morgan his liberty, 
which he refuſes to accept—we are brought be- 
fore him and examined Morgan is ſent back to 
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cuſtody, whither alſo I am remanded, after a cu- 
rious trial. p. 231 


SCHAP. XXXI. I diſcover a ſubornation againſt 


me, by means of a quarrel between two of the 
evidences; in conſequence of which, I am ſet at 
liberty, and prevail upon Morgan to accept of his 
freedom on the ſame terms—Mackſhane's malice 
— we atrive at Jamaica, from whence in a ſhort 
time we beat up to Hiſpaniola, in conjunction with 
the Weſt-Indian ſquadron we take in water, 
ſail again, and arrive at Carthagena—refleQionrs 
on our conduct there. p. 241 


0 H AP. XXXII. Our land- forces being diſem- 


barked, erect a faſcine battery - our ſhip. is or- 
dered, 'with four more, to batter the fort of Boc- 
ca Chica— Mackſhane's cowardice—the chaplain's 
phrenzy—honeſt Rattlin loſes one hand—his 
heroiſm, and refleftions on the battle - Cram 

ley's behaviour to me during the heat of the fight. 


P. 245 


0 HAP. XXXIII. A breach being made in the 


walls, our ſoldiers give the aſfault, and take the 
place without oppoſition— our failors at the ſame 
time become maſters of all the other ſtrengths near 
Bocca Chica, and take poſſeſſion of the harbour 
the good conſequence of this ſueceſs - We move 
nearer the town — find two forts deſerted, and the 
channel blocked up with ſunk veſſels; which 
however, we find means to clear land our ſol- 
diers at La Quinta —repulſe a body of militia— 
attack the caſtle of St. Lazar, and are forced to 
retreat with great loſs — the remains of our army 
are re-embarked — an effort of the admiral to take 


the town—the ceconomy of our expedition de- 
{cribed. p. 251 


HAP. XXXIV. An epidemic fever rages a- 
mong us — we abandon our conqueſts — I am 
ſeized with the diſtemper; write a petition to the 


cap- 
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captain, which is rejected — I am in danger of 
ſuffocation through the malice of Crampley ; and 
relieved by a ſerjeant — my fever increaſes — the 
chaplain wants to confeſs me — I obtain a favour- 
able criſis — Morgan's affection for me proved 
— the behaviour of Mackſhane and Crampley to- 
wards me — Captain Oakhum is removed into 
another ſhip with his beloved doctor — our new 

captain deſcribed — an adventure of Morgan. 
p. 258 


CHAP. XXXV.. Captain Whiffle ſends for me 


his ſituation deſcribed — his ſurgeon arrives, pre- 
. ſcribes for him, and puts him to bed — a bed is 
put up for Mr. Simper contiguous to the ſtate- 
room, which, with other parts of the captain's 
behaviour, gives the ſhip's company aFery unfa- 
. vourable idea of their commander I am detained 
-in the Weſt-Indies, by the admiral, and go on 
board of the Lizard ſloop of war, in quality of ſur- 
geon's mate, where I make myſelf known to the 
- ſurgeon, who treats me very kindly ——1I go on 
: ſhore,” ſell my ticket, purchaſe neceſſaries, and at 
. my return on board, am ſurprized at the ſight of 
Crampley, who is appointed lieutenant of the ſloop 
ve ſail on a cruize — take a prize, in which I 
arrive at Port Morant, under the command of my 
meſs-mate, with whom J live in great harmony. 
p. 268 


CHAP. XXXVI. A ſtrange adventure — in con- 


ſequence of which I am extremely happy 
Crampley does me ill offices with the captain: but 
his malice is defeated by the good nature and 
friendſhip of the ſurgeon We return to Port 
Royal our captain gets the command of a 
larger ſhip, and is ſucceeded by an old man 


Brayl is provided for — we receive orders to fail 
for England. p. 274 
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CHAFL 
Of my birth and parentage. 


kingdom, in the houſe of my grandfather, a 
gentleman of conſiderable fortune and influ- 
ence, who had on many occaſions ſignalized him- 
ſelf in behalf of his country; and was remarkable 
for his abilities in the law, which he exerciſed with 
great ſucceſs, in the ſtation of a judge, particularly 
againſt beggars, for whom he had a ſingular averſion. 
My father {his youngeſt fon) falling in love with 
a poor relation, who lived with the old gentleman 
in quality of houſe-keeper, eſpouſed her privately 
and I was the firſt fruit of that marriage, -Durin 
her pregnancy, a dream diſcompoſed my mother 15 
much that her huſband, tired with her importunity, 
at laſt conſulted a highland ſeer, whoſe favourable in- 
ter pretation he would have ſecured before- hand by 


| WAS born in the northern part of this united 


a bribe, but found him incorruptible, She dreamed, 
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the was delivered of a tennis-ball, which the devil 
(who, to her great ſurprize, acted the part of a mid- 
wife) ſtruck ſo forcibly with a racket, that it diſap- 
peared in an inſtant ; and ſhe-was for ſome time in- 
conſolable for the loſs of her off-ſpring ; when all of 
a ſudden, ſhe beheld it return with equal violence, 
and enter the earth, beneath her feet, whence imme- 
diately ſprung up a goodly tree covered with bloſſoms, 
the ſcent of which operated ſo ſtrongly on her nerves 
that ſhe awoke. The attentive ſage, after ſome de- 
liberation, aſſured my parents, that their fir{t- born 
would be a great traveller; that he would undergo 
many dangers and difficulties, and at Jaſt return to his 
native land, where he would flouriſh in happineſs 
and reputation— How truly this was foretold, will 
appear in the ſequel.—It was not long before ſome 
officious perſon informed my grandfather of certain 
familiarities that paſſed between his fon and houſe- 
keeper, which alarmed him ſo much that, a few 
days after, he told my father it was high time for him 
to think of ſettling ; and that he had provided a match 
for him, to which he could in juſtice have no objec- 
tions, My father, finding it would be impoſſible to 
conceal his ſituation much longer, frankly owned 
what he had done; and excuſed himſelf for not having 
aſked the conſent of his father, by ſaying, he knew 
it would have been to no purpoſe; and that, had his 
inclination been known, my grandfather might have 
taken ſuch meaſures as would have effectually put the 
gratification of it out of his power: he added, that 
noexceptions could be taken to his wife's virtue, birth, 


beauty, and good ſenſe, and as for fortune, it was 


beneath his care. The old gentleman, who kept all 
his paſſions, except one, in excellent order, heard him 
to an end with great temper ; and then calmly aſæed, 
how he propoſed to maintajn himſelf and ſpouſe ?— 
He replied, he could be in no danger of wanting, 
while his father's tenderneſs remained, which he ; 
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his wife ſhould always cultivate with the utmoſt vene- 
ration ; that he was perſuaded his allowance would 
be ſuitable to the dignity and circumſtances of his fa- 
mily, and to the proviſion already made for his brothers 
and ſiſters, who were happily ſettled under his pro- 
tection.—“ Your brothers and ſiſters, ſaid my grand- 
father, did not think it beneath them to conſult ms 
in an affair of ſuch importance as matrimony; neither 
(I ſuppoſe) would you have omitted that piece of duty, 
had you not ſome ſecret fund in reſerve; to the com- 
forts of which I leave you, with a deſire that you 
will this night ſeek out another habitation for your- 
ſelf and wife, whither, in a ſhort time, I will ſend 
you an account of the expence I have been at in 
your education, with a view of being reimburſed. — 
Sir, you have made the grand tour—you are a polite 
gentleman—a very pretty gentleman —I wiſh you a 
great deal of joy, and am your very humble ſervant.” 
So ſaying, he left my father in a ſituation eaſily ima- 
gined. However, he did not long heſitate; for, being 
perfectly well acquainted with his father's diſpoſition, 
he did not doubt that he was glad of this pretence to get 
rid of him; and his reſolves being invariable as the laws 
of the Medes and Perſians, he knew it would be to no 
purpoſe to attempt him by prayers and intreaties ; ſo 
without any farther application he betook himſelf, 
with his diſconſolate bedfellow, to a farm houſe, 
whexe an old ſervant of his mother dwelt; there they 
remained ſome time in a ſituation but ill adapted to 
the elegance of their deſires and tenderneſs of their 
love; which nevertheleſs my father choſe to endure, 
rather than ſupplicate an unnatural and inflexible pa- 
rent: but, my mother foreſeeing the inconveniencies 
to which ſhe muſt have been expoſed, had ſhe been 
delivered in this place, (and her pregnancy was very 
far advanced) without communicating her deſign to 
her huſband, went in diſguiſe to the houſe of my 
grandfather, hoping that her tears and condition 
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would move him to com paſſion, and reconcile him to an 
event which was now irrevocably paſt.— She found 
means to deceive the ſervants, and was introduced as 
an unfortunate lady, who wanted to complain of ſome 
matrimonial grievances, it being my grandfather's par- 
ticular province to decide in all caſes of ſcandal. She 
avas accordingly admitted into his preſence, where 
diſcovering herſelf ſhe fell at his feet, and in the moſt 
affecting manner, implored his forgiveneſs ; at the 
ſame time, repreſenting the danger that threatned not 
only her life, but that of his own grand-child which 
was about to lee the light — He told her, he was ſorry 
that the indiſcretion of her and his ſon had compelled 
him to make a vow, which put it out of his power 
to give them any aſſiſtance.— That he had already im- 
parted his thoughts on that ſubject to her huſband, 
and was ſurpriſed that they ſhould diſturb his peace 
with any further importunity.—T his ſaid, he reti- 
red, The violence of my mother's affliction had ſuch 
an effect on her conſtitution, that ſhe was immedi- 


| ately ſeized with the pains of child- bed; and had not 


an old maid-ſervant to whom ſhe was very dear, af- 
forded her pity and aſſiſtance, at the hazard of incur- 
ing my grandfather's diſpleaſure, ſhe and the innocent 
fruit of her womb muſt have fallen miſerable victims 
to his rigour and inhumanity.— By the friendſhip of 
this poor woman, ſhe was carried up to a garret, and 
immediately delivered of a man-child, the ſtory of 
whoſe unfortunate birth he himſelf now relates.— 


My father being informed of what had happened, 


flew to the cmbraces of his darling ſpouſe, and while 
he loaded his off-ſpring with paternal careſſes, could 
got forbear ſhedding a flood of tears, on beholding the 


dear partner of his heart (for whoſe eaſe he would have _ 


ſacrificed the treaſures of the eaſt) ſtretched upon a 
fiock-bed, in a miſerable apartment, unable to pro- 
tect her from the inclemencies of the weather. It is 


not to be ſuppoſed chat the old gentleman was igno- 


rant 
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rant of what paſſed, tho' he affected to know nothing 
of the matter, and pretended to be very much ſurpri- 
ſed, when one of his grandchildren, by his eldeſt ſon 
deceaſed, who lived with him as his heir apparent, 
acquainted him with the affair; he determined there- 
fore to obſerve no medium, but immediately (om tlie 
third day after her delivery) ſent her a peremptory 
order to be gone, and turned off the fervant who had 
preſerved her life. This behaviour ſo exaſperated my 
father, that he had recourſe to the moſt dreadful im- 
precations ; and on his bare knees implored that heu- 
ven would renonnce him if ever he ſhould forget or 
forgive the barbarity of his fire. — The injuries which 
this unhappy mother received from her removal in 
ſuch circumſtances, and the want of neceſſaries where 
ſhe lodged, together with her grict and anxiety of 
mind, ſoon threw her into a languiſhing diſorder, 
which put an end to her life. My father, who loved her 
tenderly, was ſo affected with her death, that he re- 
mained fix weeks deprived of his ſenſes; during which 
time, the people where he lodged carried the infant 
to the old man, who relented ſo far, on hearing the 


melancholy ſtory of his daughter- in- law's death, and 


the deplorable condition of his ſon, as to ſend the 
child to nurſe, and he ordered my father to be carried 
home to his houſe, where he {oon recovered the uſe 
of his reaſon. — Whether this hard-hearted judge felt 
any remorſe for his cruel treatment of his ſon and 


daughter; or (which is more probable) was afraid his 


character would ſuffer in the neighbourhood ; he pro- 
feſſed great ſorrow for his conduct to my father, whoſe 
delirium was ſucceeded by a protound melancholy 
and reſerve. At length he diſappeared, and notwith- 
{ſtanding all imaginary inquiry, could not be heard 
of, a circumſtance which confirmed molt people in 
the opinion of his having made away with himſelf in a 


fit of deſpair. — How I underſtood the particulars of | 


my birth, will appear in the courſe of theſe memoirs, 
B 3 CHAP. 
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I grow up—am hated by my relations—ſent to 
ſchool—neglefed by my grandfather —maltreat- 
ed by my maſter — ſeaſoned to adverſity—1 form 
cabals againſt the pedant—am debarred acceſs to 
my granafather—hunted by his heir I demoliſb 
the tecth of kts tutor. 


HERE were not wanting ſome, who ſuſpected 

my uncles of being concerned in my father's 

fate, on the ſuppoſition that they would all ſhare in 
the patrimony deſtined for him: and this conjecture 
was ſtrengthened by reflecting, that in all his ca- 
lamities they never diſcovered the leaſt inclination 


to ſerve him; but, on the contrary, by all the arti- 


fices in their power, fed his father's reſentment, 
and ſupported his reſolution of leaving him to miſery 
and want.— But people of judgment treated this inſi- 
nuation as an idle chimera ; becauſe had my relations 


been ſo wicked as to conſult their intereſt by commit- 


ting ſuch an atrocious crime, the fate of my father 


would have extended to me too, whoſe life was ano- 


ther obſlacle to their expe@ation.—Mean while, I 
grew apace, and as I ſtrongly reſembled my father, 
who was the darling of the tenants, I wanted nothing 
which their indigent circumſtances could afford : but 
their favour was a weak reſource againſt the jealous 
enmity of my couſins; who the more my infancy 
promiſed, conceived the more implacable hatred a- 
gainſt me; and before I was fix years of age, had fo 


_effectually blockaded my grandfather, that I never 


ſaw him but by ſtealth, when I ſometimes made up 
to his chair as he fat to view his labourers in the field : 


on Which occaſions, he would ſtroak my head, bid 


me 
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me be a good boy, and promiſe to take care of me.— 
I was ſoon after {ent to ſchool at a village hard by, of 
which he had been dictator time out of mind : but, as 
he never paid for my board, nor ſupplied me with 
cloaths, books, and other neceſſaries 1 required, my 
condition was very ragged and contemptible, and the 
ſchoolmaſter, who, through fear of my grandfather, 
taught me gratis, gave himſelf no concern about the 
progreſs I made under his inſtruction.— In ſpite of all 
theſe difficulties and diſgraces, I became a good pro- 
ficient in the Latin tongue; and as ſoon as I could 
write tolerably, peſtered my grandfather with letters 
to ſuch a degree, that he ſent for my maſter, and chid 
him ſeverely for beſtowing ſuch pains on my educa- 
tion, telling him, that if ever I ſhould be brought to 
the gallows for forgery, which he-had taught me to 
commit, my blood would lie on his head, —The pe- 
dant, who dreaded nothing more than the diſpleaſure 
of his patron, aſſured his honour that the boy's abi- 
lity was more owing to his own genius and applicati- 
on than to any inſtruction or encouragement he re- 
ceived ; that although he could not diveſt him of the 
knowledge he had already imbibed, unleſs he would 
impower him to diſable his fingers, he ſhould endea- 
vour, with God's help, to prevent his future im- 
provement. And indeed, he punctually performed 
what he had undertaken for, on pretence that I had 
writ impertinent letters to my grandfather, he cauſed 
a board to be made with five holes in it, through 
which he thruſt the fingers and thumb of my right- 
hand, and faſtened it by whip-cord to my wriſt, in 
ſuch a manner as effectually debarred me the uſe of 
my pen. But, this reſtraint [ was freed from in a few 
days by an accident which happened in a quarrel be- 
tween me and another boy, who taking upon him to 
inſult my poverty, I was ſo incenſed at his ungene- 
rous reproach, that with one ſtroke of my machine, 


I cut him to the {kull, to the great terror of mylelf 
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and ſchool- fellows, who left him bleeding on the 
ground, and ran to inform the maſter of what had 
happened. I was ſo ſeverely puniſhed for this treſ- 
paſs, that, were I to live to the age of Methuſalem, 
the impreſſion it made on me would not be effaced ; 
no more than the antipathy and horror I conceived 
for the mercileſs tyrant who inflifted it. The con- 
tempt which my appearance naturally produced, in 
all who ſaw me, the continual wants to which I was 
expoſed, and my own haughty diſpoſition, impatient 
of affronts, involved me in a thouſand troubleſome 
adventures, by which I was at length inured to adver- 
ſity, and emboldened to undertakings far above my 
ears. I was often inhumanly ſcourged for crimes I 
did not commit, becauſe, having the character of a 
vagabond in the village, every piece of miſchief whoſe 
author lay unknown, was charged upon me. I have 
been found guilty of robbing orchards I never entered, 
of killing cats I never hurted, of ſtealing gingerbread 
I never touched, and of abuſing old women | never 
faw.—Nay, a ſtammering carpenter had eloquence 
enough to perſuade my maſter, that TI fired a piſtol 
loaded with ſmall ſhot into his window; though my 
landlady and the whole family bore witneſs, that [ 
was a-bed faſt aſleep at the time when this outrage 
was committed.—I was once flogged for having nar- 
rowly eſcaped drowning, by the ſinking of a ferry- 
boat in which I was paſſenger. — Another time for ha- 
ring recovered of a bruiſe occaſioned by a horſe and 
cart running over me.—A third time, for being bit by 
a baker's dog. In ſhort, whether I was guilty or un- 
tortunate, the correction and ſympathy of this arbi- 
trary pedagogue were the ſame. Far from being ſub- 
dued by this infernal uſage, my indignation triumph- 
ed over that ſlaviſh awe which had hitherto enforced 
my obedience; and the more my years and know- 
ledge increaſed, the more I perceived the injuſtice 
and barbarity of his behaviour, By the help of an 
« | un- 
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uncommon genius, and the advice and direction of 
our uſher, who had ſerved my father in his travels, I 


made a ſurpriſing progreſs in the claſſics, writing and 


arithmetic ; ſo that before I was twelve years old, 
I was allowed by every body to be the beſt ſcholar in 
the ſchool : This qualification, together with a bold- 
neſs of temper, and ſtrength of make, which had ſub- 
jetted almoſt all my contemporaries, gave me ſuch 
influence over them, that I began to form cabals a- 
gainſt my perſecutor; and was in hope of being a- 
ble to bid him defiance in a very ſhort time. Being 
at the head of a faction conſiſting of thirty boys, molt 
of them of my own age, I was determined to put their 
mettle to trial, that I might know how far they were 
to be depended upon, before I put my grand ſcheme 
in execution: with this view we attacked a body ot 
ſtout apprentices, who had taken poſſeſſion of a part 
of the ground allotted ro us, for the ſcene of our di- 
verſiags, and who were then playing at nine-pins on 
the ſpot : but I had the mortification to ſee my adhe- 
rents routed in an inſtant, and a leg of one of them 


broke in his flight by the bowl, which one of our ad- 


verſaries had detached in purſuit of us. This difcom- 
fiture did not hinder us from engaging them after- 
wards in frequent ſkirmiſhes, which we maintained 
by throwing ſtones at a diſtance, whercin I received 
many wounds, the ſcars of which ſtill remain. Our 


enemies were fo harraſſed and interrupted by theſe a- $ 


larms, that they at laſt abandon'd their conqueſt, and 
left us to the peaceable enjoyment of our own territo- 
ries.— It would be endleſs to enumerate the exploits 
we performed in the courſe of this confederacy, which 
became the terror of the whole village; inſomuch, 
that when different intereſts divided it, one of the 
__ commonly courted the aſſiſtance of Roderick 

andom (by which name I was known) to caſt the 


balance, and keep the oppoſite faction in awe. - Mean- 


While, I took the advantage of every play-day, to 
B 5 pie- 
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preſent myſelf before my grandfather, to whom I ſel- 


dom found acceſs, by reaſon of his being cloſely be- 
ſieged by a numerous family of his female grandchil- 


dren, who, tho' they perpetually quarrelled among 


themſelves, never failed to join againſt me, as the 
common enemy of all. His heir, who was about the 
age of eighteen, minded nothing but fox-hunting, 
and indeed was qualified for nothing elſe, notwith- 
ſtanding his grandfather's indulgence, in entertaining 
a tutor for him at home ; who at the ſame time per- 
formed the office of pariſh clerk. This young Acteon, 
who inherited his grandfather's antipathy to every 
thing in diſtreſs, never ſet eyes on me, without un- 
coupling his beagles, and hunting me into ſome cot- 
tage or other, whither I generally fled for ſhelter. In 
this chriſtian amuſement, he was encouraged by his 
preceptor, who, no doubt, took ſuch opportunities 
to ingratiate himſelf with the riſing ſun, obſerving 
that the old gentleman, according to the courſe of 


nature, had not long to live, for he was already on the 


verge of fourſcore.—The behaviour of this raſcally 
ſycophant incenſed me ſo much, that one day, when 
I was beleagured by him and his hounds in a farmer's 
houſe, where I had found protection, I took aim at 
him (being an excellent markſman) with a large 
pebble, which ſtruck out four of his tore-teeth, and 
effectually incapacitated him for doing the office of 


a Clerk, 


— 
4 


RoDdERICK RANDOM. 11 


2 8 7 878838888832 
CHAP. III. 


My mnther's brother arrives relieves me—a 
deſcription of him be goes along with me to 
the houſe of my grandfatber—is encountered 
by his dogs — defeats them, after a bloody en- 
gagement—1is admitted to the old gentleman 
a dialogue between them. 


BOUT this time my mother's only brother, 

who had been Jong abroad, lieutenant of a 

man of war, arrived in his own country ; where, 
being informed of my condition, he came to ſee me, 
and out of his (lender finances not only ſupplied me 
with what neceſſaries I wanted for the preſent, but 
reſolved not to leave the country until he had pre- 
vailed on my grandfather to ſettle ſomething handſome 
for the future. This was a taſk to which he was by 
no means equal, being intirely ignorant not only of 
the judge's diſpoſition, but alſo of the ways of men 
in general, to which his education on board had 
kept him an utter ſtranger. — He was a ſtrong- 
built man, ſomewhat bandy-legged, with a neck 
like that of a bull, and a face which (you might eaſi+ 
ly perceive) had withſtood the moſt obſtinate aſſaults 
of the weather. —His. dreſs confiſted of a ſo'dier's 
coat altered for him by the ſhip's taylor, a ſtriped 
flannel jacket, a pair of red breeches, japanned with 
pitch, clean grey worſted ſtockings, large ſilver buc- 
kles that covered three fourths of his ſhoes, a filver 
laced hat whofe crown over - looked the brims about 
an inch and a half, a black bob wig in buckle, a check 
ſhirt, a ſilk handkerchief, an hanger with a braſs 
handle girded to his thigh by a tarniſhed laced belt, 
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12 The ApvIN TURES of 
and a good oak plant under his arm Thus equip'd, 


he ſet out with me mn by his bounty made a very 


decent appearance) for my grandfather's houſe, where 
we were ſaluted by Jowler and Cæſar, whom my cou- 
ſin, young maſter, had let looſe at our approach. Be- 
ing well acquainted with the inveteracy of theſe curs, 


I was about to betake myſelf to my heels, when my 


uncle ſeized me with one hand, brandiſhed his cudgel 
with the other, and at one blow laid Czfar ſprawling 
on the ground: but, fin ling himſelf attacked at the 
ſame time in the rear by Jowler, and fearing Cæſar 
might recover, he drew his hanger, wheel'd about, 
and by a lucky ſtroke, ſevered Jowler's head from his 
body.—By this time, the young fox-hunter and three 
ſervants armed with pitch-forks and flails, were come 
to the aſſiſtance of the dogs, whom they found breath- 
leſs upon the field; and my couſin was ſo provoked 
at the death of his favourites, that he ordered his at- 
tendants to advance and take vengeance on their exe- 
cutioner, whom he loaded with all the curſes and 
reproaches his anger could ſuggeſt—Upon which my 


uncle ſtept forward, with an undaunted air, at the 


fight of whoſe bloody weapon his antagoniſts fell back 
with precipitation, when he accoſted their leader thus: 


2“ Lookee, brother, your dogs having boarded me 


« without provocation, what I did was in my own 
* defence.—So you had beſt be civil; and let us ſhoot 
* a-head, clear of you.” Whether the young ſquire 
miſinterpreted my uncle's deſire of peace, or was en- 
raged at the fate of his hounds beyond his uſual pitch 
.of reſolution, I know not ; but, he ſnatched a flail from 
one of his followers, and came up with a ſhew of 
allaulting the lieutenant, who, putting himſelf in a 
ſture of defence, proceeded thus : « Lookee, 

© you lubberly ſon of a w—e, if you come athwart 
« me, ware your ginger-bxead-work,—T'l] be fond 
4 of your quarter, d n me.” This declaration, fol- 
lowed by a flouriſh of his hanger, ſeem'd to _ 
| the 
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the progreſs of the young gentleman's choler, who, 
looking behind him, perceived his attendants hal 
ſlunk into the houſe, ſhut the gate, and left him to 


decide the contention by himſelf.— Here a parley en- 


ſued, which was introduced by my couſin's aſking, 
& Who the dl are you ?— What do you want ?— 
“ Some ſcoundrel of a ſeaman, (I ſuppoſe) who has 
« deſerted and turned thiet.—But don't think you ſhall 
*: eſcape, firrah---I'l] have you hang'd, you dog, I will 
« —your blood ſhall pay for that of my two hounds, 
e you raggamuffin.— I would not have parted with 
e them to ſave your whole generation from the gal- 
*«« lows, you ruffian, you.” ——** None of your jaw, 
« you ſwab - none of your jaw (replied my uncle) 
« elſe I ſhall trim your lac'd jacket for you. ſhall 
ce rub you down with an oaken towel, my boy— 
* ſhall.” 80 ſaying, he ſheathed his hanger and 
graſped his cudgel. Mean-while the people of the 
houſe being alarm'd, one of my female couſins open- 
ed a window, and aſked what was the matter ?— 
«© The matter ! (anſwered the lieutenant) no great 
% matter, young woman.—T have buſineſs with the 
* o1d gentleman, and this ſpark, belike, won't allow 
& me to come along-ſide of him, that's all.”--After a 
few minutes pauſe, we were admitted and conducted 
to my grandfather's chamber, through a lane of my 
relations, who honoured me with very ſignificant looks, 
as I paſſed along. When we came into the judge's 
preſence, my uncle, after two or three ſea-bows, ex- 
preſſed himſelf in this manner :—* Your fervant, your 
« ſervant. —What chear, father? what chear?— I 
0 fuppoſe you don't know me—may-hap you don't 
« My name is Tom Bowling, — and this here boy, 
you look as if you did not know him neither, —'tis 
like you mayn't.— He's new. rigg'd, i'faith; his 
cloth don't ſhake in the wind ſo much as it wont to 
« do. Tis my nephew, d'ye ſee, Roderick Random; 
«.—your own fleſh and blood, old gentleman, Don't 


** lag 


; 
| | 
; 
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fag a- ſtern, you dog,” /pulling me forward). My 
grandfather (who was laid up with the gout) received 
this 1elation, after his long abſence, with that coldneſs 
of civility which was peculiar to him ; told him he 
was glad to ſee him, and deſired him to fit down. — 


„Thank ye, thank ye, fir, I had as lief ſtand, (ſaid 


* my uncle) for my cwn part I deſire nothing of you; 
but if you have any conſcience at all, do ſomething 
« for this poor boy, who has been uſed at a very 
© unchriſtian rate.— Unchriſtian do I call jt ?---I am 
© ſure the Moors in Barbary have more humanity 
* than to leave their little ones to want.---I would 
„ fain know why my ſiſter's ſon is more neglected 
„than that there fair-weather Jack,” {pointing 
to the young ſquire, who with the reſt of my couſins 
had followed us into the room.) „ Is not he as near 
* a-kin to you as the other?---Is he not much hand- 
* ſomer and better built than that great chucklehead ? 
*« —Come, come, conſider, old gentleman, you are 
going in a ſhort time to give an account of your 
* evil actions. Remember the wrongs you did his 
te father; and make all the ſatisfaction in your power, 
tc before it be too late. The leaſt thing you can do, 
* is to ſettle his father's portion on him.“ The 
young ladies, who thought themſelves too much con- 
cerned to contain themſelves any longer, ſet up 
their throats all together againſt my protector.— 
« Scurvy companion, —ſaucy tarpaulin,—rude, im- 
« pertinent fellow, did he think to preſcribe to grand- 
% papa.—His ſiſter's brat had been too well taken 
* care of, —Grandpapa was too juſt not to make a 
* difference between an unnatural rebellious ſon, 
and his dutiful loving children, who took his advice 
« in all things ;'* and ſuch expreſſions were vented 
againſt him with great violence; until the judge at 
length commanded filence. He calmly rebuked my 
uncle for his unmannerly behaviour, which he on 
1 


RoDbERICk RANDOM. 15 


he would excuſe on account of his education : he told 
him he had been very kind to the boy, whom he had 
kept at ſchool ſeven or eight years, although he was 
informed he made no progreſs in his learning ; but was 
addicted to all manner of vice, which he rather be- 
lieved, becauſe he himſelf was witneſs to a barbarous 
piece of miſchief he had committed on the jaws of 
his chaplain.—But, however, he would ſee what the 
lad was fit for, and bind him apprentice to ſome ho- 
neſt tradeſman or other, provided he would mend his 
manners, and behave for the future as became him. 
— The honeſt tar (whoſe pride and indignation boiled 
within him) anſwered my grandfather, that it was 
true he had ſent him to ſchool, but it had coſt him 
nothing, for he had never been at one ſhilling ex- 
pence, to furniſh him with food, raiment, books, or 
other neceſlaries ; ſo that it was not to be much won- 
dered at, if the boy made ſmall progreſs; and yer, 
whoever told him fo, was a lying lubberly raſcal, and 
deſerved to be keel-hauled : for thof he (the lieutenant) 
did not underſtand thoſe matters himſelf, he was well 
informed as how Rory was the beſt ſcholar of his 
age, in all the country; the truth of which he 
would maintain, by laying a wager of his whole 
half year's pay on the boy's head ;— (with theſe 
words he pulled ont his purſe, and challenged the 
company)—* Neither is he predicted to vice, as you 
affirm, but rather left like a wreck (d'ye ſee) at the 
mercy of the wind and weather, by your neglect, 
old gentleman, —As for what happened to your chap- 
lain, I am only ſorry, that he did not knock out the 
ſcoundrel's brains, inſtead of his teeth.— By the Lord, 
if ever I come up with him, he had better be in Green- 
land, —that's all.— Thank you for your courteous 
offer of binding the lad appentice to a tradeſman. 
1 ſuppoſe you would make a taylor of him would 
you I had rather ſee him hang'd d'ye ſee. Come 
along, Rory, I perceive how the land lies, my boy, 


let's 
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let's tack about, i'faith,—while I have a ſhilling, 
thou ſhan't want a teſter, — B'wye, old gentleman, 
you're bound for the other world, but I believe dam- 
nable ill provided for the voyage.” — Thus ended our 
viſit ; and we returned to the village, my uncle mut- 
tering curſes all the way againſt the old ſhark and 
the young fry that ſurrounded him. 


.ch et a Opt cn r 1 
CHAP, IV. 


My grandfather makes his will—our ſecond viſit 


Ee ates his wwill is read in preſence of 
all bis living deſcendants—— the diſappointment 
of my female couſins my uncle's behaviour. 


FEW weeks after our firſt viſit, we were in- 

formed that the old judge, at the end of a fit 
of thoughtfulneſs, which laſted three days, had ſent 
for a notary and made his will ; that the diſtemper. 
had mounted from his legs to his ſtomach, and being 
conſcious of his approaching end, he had deſired to 


ſee all his deſcendants without exception — In obedi- 


ence to this ſummons, my uncle ſet out with me a ſe- 


cond time, to receive the laſt benediction of my 


grandfather ; often repeating by the road, Ey, ey, 
« we have brought up the old hulk at laſt, —You ſhall 
« ſee, — you ſhall ſee the effect of my admonition.” — 
When we entered his chamber, which was crowded 
with his relations, we advanced to the bed-ſide, where 
we found him in his laſt agonies, ſupported by two of 
his granddaughters, who Ge on each fide of him, ſob- 
bing moſt piteouſly, and wiping away tbe froth and; 
ſlaver as it gathered on his lips, which they frequently 
kiſſed: with a ſhew of great anguiſh and affection.— 
My uncle approached him with theſe words, What ! 
* he's not a-weigh,—How fare ye—how fare ye, old, 
. f 3 7 3 gentle 
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« gentleman?— Lord have mercy upon your poor 
« ſinful ſoul.” —Upon which the dying man turn- 
ed his languid eyes towards us, and Mr. Bowling 
went on Here's poor Rory come to ſee you be- 
fore you die, and receive your bleſſing, What 
* man ! don't deſpair,--you have been a great ſinner 
«tis true, what then? There's a righteous judge 
% above,—an't there ?--He minds me no more than 
* a porpuſs.—Yes, yes, he's a going,—the land- 
& crabs will have him, I ſee that; his anchor's a- 
« peak, i'faith.“ This homely conſolation ſcanda- 
lized the company ſo much, and eſpecially the par- 
ſon, who probably thought his province invaded, that 
we were obliged to retire into the other room, where, 
in a few minutes, we were convinced of my grand- 
father's deceaſe, by a diſmal yell uttered by the young 
ladies in his apartment; whither we immediately haſ- 
tened, and found his heir, who had retired a little be- 
fore into a cloſet, under pretence of giving vent to 


his ſorrow, aſking, with a countenance beſlubbered 
with tears, if his grandpapa was certainly dead. 
„Dead! (ſays my uncle, looking at the body) ay, 


ay, I'II warrant him as dead as a herring. Odd's 


*« fiſh ! now my dream is out for all the world. _T 


* thought I ſtood upon the fore-caftle, and ſaw a par- 
©& cel of carrion crows foul of a dead ſhark that float- 


* ed alongſide, and the devil perching on our ſprit- 


&« ſail-yard, in the likeneſs of a blue bear—who, 
e d' ye ſee, jumped over - board upon the carcaſe, and 
« carried it to the bottom in bis claws.” —* Out 
« upon thee, reprobate (cries the parſon) out upon 
&« thee, blaſphemous wretch !-—Doſt thou think his 
c honour's ſoul is in the poſſeſſion of Satan? -The 
clamour immediately aroſe, and my poor uncle, be- 
ing ſhouldered from one corner of the room to the 


other, was obliged to lug out in his own defence, and- 


ſwear he would turn out for no man, till ſach time as 
he knew who had a title to {end him a- drift. 
16 None 
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„None of your tricks upon travellers, ſaid he; 
% mayhap old Buff has left my kinſman here, his 
&© heir: —If he has, it will be the better for his miſe- 
* rable ſoul. Odds bob; I'd deſire no better news. 
I'd ſoon make him a clear ſhip I warrant you.” 
To avoid any further diſturbance, one of my grand- 
father's executors, who was preſent, aſſured Mr. 
Bowling, that his nephew ſhould have all manner of 
juſtice ; that a day ſhould be appointed, after the fu- 
neral, for examining the papers of the deceaſed, in pre- 
{ence of all his relations; till which time every deſk 
and cabinet in the houſe ſhould remain cloſe ſealed ; 
and that he was very welcome to be witneſs to this 
ceremony, which was immediately performed to his 
ſatisfaction In the mean time, orders were given 
to provide mourning for all the relations, in which 
number I was included ; but, my uncle would not 
ſuffer me to accept of it, until I ſhould be aſſured 
whether or no I had reaſon to honour his memory ſo 
far.— During this interval, the conjectures of people, 
with regard to the old gentleman's will, were various: 
as it was well known, he had, beſides his landed 
eſtate, which was worth 7ool. per annum, fix or ſe- 
ven thouſand pounds at intereſt ; ſome imagined, that 
the whole real eſtate (which he had greatly improved) 
would go to the young man whom he always enter- 
tained as his heir ; and that the money would be e- 
qually divided between my female couſins (five in 
number) and me,—Others were of opinion, that as 
the reſt of his children had been already provided for, 
he would only bequeath two or three hundred pounds 


to each of his grand-daughters, and leave the bulk of 


the ſum to me, to attone for his unnatural uſage of my 
father. At ſength the important hour arrived, and the 
will was produced in the midſt of the ex pectants, whole 
looks and geſtures formed a groupe that would have 
been very entertaining to an unconcerned ſpectator.— 


But, the reader can fcarce conceive the aſtoniſhment 
| and 
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and mor tification, that appeared, when an attorney 
pronounced aloud, the young ſquire ſole heir of all 
his grandfather's eſtate perſonal and real.—My uncle, 
who had liſtened with great attention, ſucking the 
head of his cudgel all the while, accompanied theſe 
words of the attorney with a ſtare, and wherw, that 
alarmed the whole aſſembly. The eldeſt and perteſt 
of my female competitors, who had been always very 
officious about my grandfather's perſon, enquired 
with a faultering accent, and viſage as yellow as an 
orange, ** if there were no legacies ?” and was anſwer- 
ed, © none at all.” Upon which ſhe fainted away, 
— The reſt, whoſe expectations (perhaps) were not 
ſo ſanguine, ſupported their diſappointment with more 
reſolution, though not without giving evident marks 
of indignation, and grief at leaſt as genuine as that 
which appeared in them at the old gentleman's death. 
My conductor, after having kicked with his heel for 
ſome time againſt the wainſcot, began: So there's 
no legacy, friend, ha !—here's an old ſuccubus;— 
but ſome body's ſoul howls for it, dn me!“ 
The parſon of the pariſh, who was one of the execue 
tors, and had acted as ghoſtly director to the old man, 
no ſooner heard this exclamation, than he cried out, 
% Avaunt, unchriſtian reviler ! avaunt ! wilt thou not 
allow the ſoul of his honour to reſt in peace ?”--But 
this zealous . did not find himſelf ſo warmly ſe- 
conded, as formerly, by the young ladies, who now 
joined my uncle againſt him, and accuſed him of ha- 
ving ated the part of a buſy body with their grand- 
papa, whoſe ears he had certainly abuſed by falſe ſto- 
ries to their prejudice, or elſe he would not have neg- 
lected them in ſuch an unnatural manner.—T he 
young ſquire was much diverted with this ſcene, and 
whiſpered to my uncle, that if he had not murdered 
his dogs, he would have ſhewn him glorious fun, by 
hunting a black badger (ſo he term'd the clergyman.) 


—— The ſurly lieutenant, who was not in an humour 
to 


| 
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to reliſh this amuſement, replied, * You and your 
« dogs may be d—ned.—l ſuppoſe you'll find them 
% with your old dad, in the latitude of hell. - Come, 
« Rory, —about ſhip, my lad, we mult ſteer another 
« courſe, I think.” — And away we went. 


eee eee eee FOLD SIO ISI DEOTSIOIOSS; 


c HAP. v. 


The ſchoolmaſter uſes me barborouſly—1 form a 
projett of revenge, in which I am aſſiſted by my 
uncle- J leave the village am ſel- 
tled at an univerſity by his generoſity. 


O N our way back to the village, my uncle ſpoke 
not a word during the ſpace of a whole hour, 
but whiſtled with great vehemence, the tune of, 
Fhy ſhould we quarrel fir riches, &c. his viſage being 
contracted all the while into a moſt formidable frown. 
At length his pace increaſed to ſuch a degree, that I 


was left behind a conſiderable way: then he wait- 


ed for me; and when I was almoſt up with 
him, called out, in a ſurly tone, © Bear a 
* hand, damme! muſt I bring to every minute for 
„ you, you lazy dog.” - Then laying hold of me by 
the arm, hauled me along until his good nature (of 
which he had a great ſhare) and reflection getting 
the better of his paſſion, he ſaid, Come, my boy, 
« don't be caſt down,— the old raſcal is in hell,— 
t that's ſome ſatisfaction; you ſhall go to ſea with 
« me, my lad. —4 light heart and a thin pair of 
& breeches, gies thorough the world, brave boys; as the 
© ſong goes — eh!“ Though this propoſal did not 
at all ſuit my inclination, I was afraid of diſcovering 
my-averſion to it, leſt I ſhould diſoblige the only 


friend I had in the world; and he was ſo much a ſea- 


man, 
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man, that he never dreamt Icould have any objection 
to his deſign ; conſequently gave himſelf no trouble 
in conſulting my approbation. But this reſolution 
was ſoon dropt, by the advice of our uſher, who aſ- 
ſured Mr, Bowling, it would be a thouſand pities to 


baulk my genius, which would certainly, one day, 


make my fortune on ſhore, provided it received due 
cultivation—Upon which, this generous tar determi- 
ned (though he could ill afford it) to give me univer- 
ſity education; and accordingly ſettled my board 
and other expences, at a town not many miles diſtant, 
famous for its colleges, whither we repaired in a ſhort 
time.— But, before the day of our departure, the 
{chool-matter, who no longer had the fear of my 
grandfather before his eyes, laid aſide all decency and 
reſtraint, and not only abuſed me in the groſſeſt lan- 
guage his rancour could ſuggeſt, as a wicked, profli- 
gate, dull beggarly miſcreant, whom he had taught 
out of charity; but, alſo inveighed in the moſt bitter 
manner againſt the memory of the judge (who by the 
bye had procured that ſettlement for him) binting, in 
pretty plain terms, that the old gentleman's ſoul was 
damn'd to all eternity, for his injuſtice in neglecting 
to pay for my learning—This brutal behaviour, ad- 
ded tothe ſufferings I had formerly undergone, made 
me think it high time to be revenged of this inſolent 
pedagogue. Having conſulted my adherents, I found 
them all ſtaunch in their promiſes to ſtand by me; 
and our ſcheme was this :—In the afternoon preced- 
ing the day of my departure for the univerſity, I re- 
ſolved to take the advantage of the uſher's going out 
to make water (which he regularly did at . r 
and ſhut the great door, that he might not come to 
the aſſiſtance of his ſuperior. This being done, the 
aſſault was to be begun, by my advancing to my 
maſter and ſpitting in his face. I was to be ſeconded 
by two of the ſtrongeſt boys in the ſchool, who were 
devoted to me; their buſineſs was to join me in drag- 

8 ing 
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ing the tyrant to a bench, over which he was to be 
laid, and his bare poſteriors heartily flogged with his 
own birch, which we propoſed to wreſt from him in 
the ſtruggle; but if we ſhould find him too many for 
us all three, we were to demand the aſſiſtance of our 


competitors, who ſhould be ready to reinforce us, or 


oppoſe any thing that might be undertaken for the 
maſter's relief. One of my principal aſſiſtants was 
called Jeremy Gawky, ſon and heir of a wealthy 

entleman in theneighbourhood ; and the name of the 
other Hugh Strap, the cadet of a family which had gi- 
ven ſhoemakers to the village time out of mind —l 
had once ſaved Gawky's life by plunging into a river 
and dragging him on ſhore, when he was on the point 
of being drowned.—lT had often reſcued him from the 
clutches of thoſe whom his unſufferable arrogance 
had provoked to a reſentment he was not able to 
fuſtain; and many times ſaved his reputation and 
poſteriors, by performing his exerciſes at ſchool; fo 
that it is not to be wondered at, if he had a particular 
regard for me and my intereſts. The attachment of 
Strap, flowed from a voluntary, diſintereſted incli- 
nation, which had manifeſted itſelf on many occaſi- 
ons in my behalf, he having once rendered me the 
ſame ſervice that I had done Gawky, by ſaving my life 
at the riſk of his own; and often fathered offences 


chat I had committed, for which he ſuffered ſeverely, 


father than I ſhould feel the weight of the puniſhment 
Edeferved. Theſe two champions were the more 
willing to engage in this enterprize, becauſe they in- 
tended to leave the ſchool next day, as well as I; 
the firſt being ordered by his father to return into the 
country, and the other being bound appreatice to a 
barber, at a market town not far off. 

In the mean time, my uncle being informed of my 
maſter's behaviour to me, was enraged at his inſo- 
tence, and vowed revenge ſo heartily, that I could not 
refrain from telling him the ſcheme I had _—— 

| which 
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which he heard with great ſatisfaction, at every ſen - 
tence ſquirting out a mouthful of ſpittle, tinctured with 
tobacco, of which he conſtantly chew'd a large quid. 
- At laſt, pulling up bis breeches, he cried, © No, no, 
« —ds! that won't do neither, —howſomever, 
„ *tis a bold undertaking, my lad,—that I muſt ſay, 
„ i'faith I but lookee, lookee, how doſt propoſe to 
“get clear of ?--won't the enemy give chace, my 
„ boy ?—ay, ay, that he will, I warrant, —and alarm 
„the whole coalt—Ah! God help thee, more fail 
„than ballaſt, Rory.-- Let me alone for that—leave 
© the whole to me—T'll ſhew him the fore top ſail, 
* I will. —Jt fo be your ſhip-mates are jolly boys, 
and won't flinch, you ſhall ſee, you ſhall ſee; egad, 
I'll play him a ſalt water trick I'll bring him to 
* the gang-way, and anoint him with a cat and nine 
*« tails ; he ſhall have a round dozen doubled, my lad, 
* he ſhall—and be left laſhed, to his meditations,” — 
—We were very proud of our aſſociate, who imme- 
diately went to work, and prepared the inſtrument 
of his revenge with great {kill and expedition; after 
which, he ordered our baggage to be pack'd up and 
ſent off, a day before our attempt, and got horſes 
ready to be mounted, as ſoon as the affair ſhould be 
over. At length the hour arrived, when our auxili- 
ary, ſeizing the opportunity of the uſher's abſence, 
bolted in, ſecured the door, and immediately laid hold 
of the pedant by his collar, who bauled out Mur- 
« der! Thieves !'—with the voice of a Stentor. 
Though I trembled all over like an aſpen-leaf, I knew 
there was no time to be loſt, and accordingly got up, 
and ſummoned our aſſociates to my aſſiſtance. Strap 
without any heſitation obeyed the ſignal, and ſeeing 
me leap upon the maſter's back, ran immediately to 


one of his legs, which pulling with all his force, 


his dreadful adverſary was humbled to the ground : 
upon which Gawky, who had hitherto remained in 
his place, under the influence of an unverſal trepida - 

; ; tion, 
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tion, haſtened to the ſcene of action, and inſulted 
the fallen tyrant with a loud huzza, in which the 
whole ſchool joined. — This noiſe alarmed the uſher, 
who finding himſelf ſhut out, endeavoured, partly by 
threats, and partly by entreaties, to procure admiſſion. 
— My uncle bade him have a little patience, and he 
would let him in preſently; but if he pretended to 
move from that place, it ſhould fare the worſe with 
the ſon of a b—ch his ſuperior, on whom he intend- 
ed only to beſtow a little wholeſome chaſtiſement, 
for his barbarous uſage of Rory, to which (ſaid he) 
« you are no ſtranger.” —By this time we had drag g- 
ed thecriminal to a poſt, to which Bowling tied him 
with a rope he had provided on purpoſe, after having 
ſecured his hands and ſtript his back.—In this ludi- 
crous poſture he ſtood (to the no ſmall entertainment 
of the boys, who crouded about him, and ſhouted 
with great exultation at the novelty of the fight) 
venting bitter imprecations againſt the lieutenant, and 


reproaching his ſcholars with treachery and rebellion ; 


when the uſher was admitted, whom my uncle accoſt- 
ed in this manner : ** Harkee, Mr. Syntax, I believe 
« you are an honeſt man, d'ye fee—and I have a 
c reſpect for you---but for all that, we muſt for our 
« own {ſecurity (d'ye ſee) belay you for a ſhort 
<« time.”---With theſe words, he pulled out ſome 
fathoms of cord, which the honeſt man no ſooner 


faw, than he proteſted with great earneſtneſs, he 


would allow no violence to be offered to him, at the 


4 
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ſame time accuſing me of perfidy and ingratitude. 
But, Bowling repreſenting, chat it was in vain to reſiſt, 
and that he did not mean to uſe him with violence 
and indecency ; but, only to hinder him from raiſing 
the hue and cry againſt us, before we ſhould be out 


aof their power; he allowed himſelf to be bound to 
-* his own deſk, where he fat a ſpectator of the puniſh- 
ment inflicted on his principal. My uncle having 
upbraided this arbitrary wretch with his inhumanity 


: . 


9 22 


my oz 2 


ROD ERIK RANDOM. 25 


to me, told him, that he propoſed to give him à little 
diſcipline for the good of his foul, which he imme- 
diately put in practice, with great vigour and dexte- 
rity. This ſmart application to the pedant's withered 
poſtei iors, gave him ſuch exquiſite pain, that he roar- 
ed like a mad bull, danced, curſed, and blaſphem- 
ed, like a frantic bedlamite. When the lieutenant 
thought himſelf ſufficiently revenged, he took his 
leave of him in theſe words, Now, friend, you'll 
remember me the longeſt day you have to live— 
I have given you a leſſon that will let you know 
© what flogging is, and teach you to have more ſym- 
** pathy for the future—ſhout boys, ſhout.” —T his 
ceremony was no ſooner over, than my uncle propoſ- 
ed they ſhould quit the ſchool, and convoy their old 
comrade Rory to a public houſe, about a mile from 
the village, where he would treat them all. —His of- 
fer being joyfully embraced, he addreſſed himſelf to 
Mr. Syntax, and begged him to accompany us; but 
this invitation he refuſed with great diſdain, telling 
my benefactor, he was not the man he took him to be. 
«© — Well, well, old ſurly, (replied my uncle, ſhak- 
ing his hand) thou art an honeſt fellow notwith- 
„ ſtanding ; and if ever I have the command of a 
e ſhip, thou ſhalt be our ſchoolmaſter, i faith.“ So 
ſaying, he diſmiſſed the boys, and, locking the door, 
left the two preceptors to conſole one another; while 
we moved forwards on our journey, attended by a 
numerous retinue, whom he treated, according to his 
promiſe, We parted with many tears, and lay that 
night at an inn on the road, about ten miles ſhort of 
the town where I was to remain, at which we arrived 
next day, and I found I had no cauſe to complain of 
the accommodations provided for me; in being 
boarded at the houſe of an apothecary, who had mar- 
ried a diſtant relation of my mother. In a few days 
after, my uncle ſet out for his ſhip, having ſettled the 
neceſſary funds for my maintenance and education. 
Vol. I, C CHAP. 
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1 make great progreſs in my ſtudies ——am ca- 
reſſed by every body my female couſins take 
notice of me Jreject their invitation— 
they are incenſed and conſpire againſt me I 
am left deſtitute by a misfortune that befals my 
uncle —— Gawky's treachery my revenge. 


S I was now capable of reflection, I began to 
| confider my precarious ſituation ; that I was 
utterly abandoned by thoſe whoſe duty it was to pro- 
tect me; and that my ſole dependance was on the 
generoſity of one man, who was not only expoſed 
by his profeſſion to continual dangers, which might 
one day deprive me of him for ever ; but alſo (no 
doubt) ſubject to thoſe viciſſitudes of diſpoſition, 
which a change of fortune uſually creates ; or, which 
a better acquaintance with the world might produce : 
for I always aſcribed his benevolence to the dictates 
of a heart as yet undebauched by a commerce with 
mankind.—Alarmed at theſe conſiderations, I re- 
ſolved to apply myſelf with great care to my ſtudics, 
and enjoy the opportunity in my power: This I did 


with ſuch ſucceſs, that in the ſpace of three years, 


I underſtood Greek very well, was pretty far ad- 
vanced in the mathematics, and no ſtranger to mo- 
ral and natural philoſophy : logic I made no account 
of; but above all things, I valued myſelf on my 
taſte in the Belle Lettre, and a talent for poetry, 
which had already produced ſome pieces, that 
met with a very favourable reception. Theſe qua- 
lifications, added to a good face and ſhape, acquired 


the eſteem and acquaintance of the moſt conſider- 
able 
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able people in town, and I had the ſatisfaction to 
find myſelf in ſome degree of favour with the ladies ; 
an intoxicating piece of good fortune, to one of my 
amorous complexion ! which I obtained, or at leaſt 
preſerved, by gratifying their propenſity to ſcandal, 
in lampooning their rivals.— Two of my female 
couſins lived in this place, with their mother, ſince 
the death of their father, who left his whole fortune 
equally divided between them ; ſo that, if they were 
not the moſt beautiful, they were at leaſt the richeſt 
toaſts in town ; and received daily the addreſſes of all 
the beaux and cavaliers of the country.— Although 
I had hitherto been looked upon by them with the 
moſt ſupercilious contempt, my character now at- 
trated their notice ſo much, that I was given to 
underſtand, I might be honoured with their ac- 
quaintance, if I pleaſed. —The reader will eaſily per- 
ccive, that this condeſcenſion either flowed from the 
hope of making my poetical capacity ſubſervient to 
their malice, or at leaſt of ſcreening themſelves from 
the laſh of my reſentment, which they had effetua'ly 
provoked. I enjoyed this triumph with great ſatiſ- 
faction; and not only rejected their offer with diſdain, 
but in all my performances, whether ſatire or pane- 
gyric, induſtriouſly avoided mentioning their names, 
even while I celebrated thoſe of their intimates : this 
negle& mortified their pride exceedingly, and incenſ- 
ed them to ſuch a degree, that they were reſolved to 
make me repent of my indifference. — The firſt ſtroke 
of their revenge conſiſted in their hiring a poor col- 
legian to write verſes againſt me, the ſubject of which 
was my own poverty, and the cataſtrophe of my un- 
happy parents; but beſides the badneſs of the com- 
poſition (of which they themſelves were aſhamed) 
they did not find their account in endeavouring to 
reproach me with thoſe misfortunes, which they and 
their relations had brought upon me; and which con- 
| C 2 ſequently, 
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ſequently, reflected much more diſhonour on them- 
ſelves, than on me, who was the innocent victim of 
their barbarity and avarice. —Finding this plan miſ- 
carry, they found means to irritate a young gentle- 
man againſt me, by telling him I had lampooned his 
miſtreſs ; and ſo effectually ſucceeded in the quality of 
incendiaries, that this enraged lover determined to 
ſeize me next night, as I returned to my lodgings 
from a friend's houſe that I frequented : with this 
view, he waited in the ſtreet, attended by two of 
his companions, to whom he had imparted his deſign 
of carrying me down to the river, in which he pro- 
poſed to have me heartily ducked, notwithſtanding 
the ſeverity of the weather, it being then about the 
middle of December.--But this ſtratagem did not ſuc- 


ceed : for, being appriſed of their ambuſh, I got home 


another way, and, by the help of my landlord's ap- 


prentice, diſcharged a volley from the garret window, 


which did great execution upon them ; and next day 
occaſioned ſo much mirth at their expence, that they 
found themſelves under a neceſſity of leaving the 
town, until the adventure ſhould be entirely forgor- 
ten. My couſins {though twice baffled in their 
expectation) did not however deſiſt from perſecuting 


me, who had now enraged them beyond a poſſibility 


of forgiveneſs, by detecting their malice, and pre- 
venting its effects; neither ſhould I have found them 
more humane, had I patiently ſubmitted to their ran- 
cour, and bore without murmuring the rigour of 
their unreaſonable hate; for, I have found by expe- 
rience, that though {mall favours may be acknow- 
ledged, and ſlight injuries attoned, there is no wretch 
ſo ungrateful as he, whom you have moſt generouſly 
obliged ; and no enemy ſo implacable, as thoſe who 
have done you the greateſt wrong. Theſe good-na- 
tured creatures, therefore, had recourſe to a ſcheme 
which conſpired with a piece of bad news I ſoon after 


received, to give them all the ſatisfaction they 2 
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this plan was to debauch the faith of my companiou 
and confident, who betrayed the truſt I repoſed in 
him, by imparting to them the particulars of my 
{mall amours, which they publiſhed with ſuch exag- 
gerations, that I ſuffered very much in the opinion 
of every body, and was utterly diſcarded, by the dear 
creatures whoſe names had been called in queſtion. 
While I was buſy in tracing out the author of this 
treachery, that I might not only be revenged on him, 
but alſo vindicate my character to my friends, I one 
day perceived the looks of my landlady much altered, 
when I went home to dinner, and enquiring into the 
cauſe, ſhe ſkrewed up her mouth, and fixing her eyes 
on the ground, told me her huſband had received a 
letter from Mr. Bowling, with one incloſed for me 
--ſhe was very ſorry for what had happened, both for 
my ſake and his own - People ſhould be more cau- 
tious of their conda&t.—She was always afraid his 
brutal behaviour would bring him into ſome misſor- 
tune or other.--As for her part ſhe ſhould be very rea- 
dy to befriend me; but ſhe had a ſmall family of her 
own to maintain,-The world would do nothing for 
her if ſhe ſhould come to want—charity begins at 
home: ſhe wiſhed I had been bound to ſome ſubſtan- 
tial handicraft, ſuch as a weaver or a ſhoemaker, ra- 
ther than loĩter away my time in learning fooliſh non- 
ſenſe that would never bring me in a penny--but ſome 
folks are wiſe, and ſome are „ yk was liſten- 
ing to this myſterious diſcourſe, with great amaze- 
ment, when her huſband entered, and, without ſpeak- 
ing a ſyllable, put both the letters into my hand. —I 
received them trembling, and read what follows : 


To Mr. RooER POTION. 


«SIR, 
69 HIS is to let you know that I have quitted 
1 the Thunder man of war; being obliged to 
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<< ſheer off, for killing my captain, which I did faitly 
* on the beach, at cape Tiberoon, in the iſland of 
« Hilpaniola ; having received his fire and returned 
it, which went through his body :—and I would 
« ſerve the beſt man ſo that ever ſtept between ſtem 
« and ſtern, if ſo be, that he ſtruck me, as captain 
„ Oakhum did. I am (thank God) ſafe among the 
French, who are very civil, thot I don't underſtand 
« their lingo,--and I hope to be reſtored in a little 
time, for all the great friends and parliamentary 
*: intereſt of the captain, for I have ſent over to my 
% landlord in Deal, an account of the whole affair, 
*« with our bearings and diſtances while we were en- 
„ paged, whereby I have deſired him to lay it before 
his Majeſty, who (God bleſs him) will not ſuffer 
* an honeſt tar to be wronged. — My love to your 
« ſpouſe, and am | 


Your loving friend, 
and ſervant to command 
while | | 
Thomas Bowling, 


To Ropz RICE RANDOMu. 


D. ar Ro Rx, 
« ON'T be grieved at my misfortune—but 
cc mind your book, my lad. I have got no 


* money to ſend you; but what of that ?--Mr. Potion 
c will take care of you, for the love he bears to me; 
and let you want for nothing, and it ſhall go 
* hard, but I will ſee him one day repaid, No 
more at preſent, but reſts 
Your dutiful uncle 
and ſervant, till death, 
| | Thomas Bowling. 


This 
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This letter (which with the other was dated from 
Port Louis in Hiſpaniola) I had no ſooner read, than 
the apothecary ſhaking his head, began : 1 
<« have a very great regard for Mr. Bowling, that's 
« certain, —and could be well content - but times are 
very hard. — There's no ſuch thing as money to 
© be got—l believe 'tis all vaniſhed under-ground, 
« for my part. Beſides, I have been out of pocket 
already, having entertained you ſince the begin- 
<« ning of this month without receiving a f1x-pence, 
« Land God knows if ever I ſhall ;—for I believe 
it will go hard with your uncle. And more than 
that, I was thinking of giving you warning, for 
„I want your apartment for a new *prentice, whom 
] expect from the country every hour — So, I de- 
„ fire you will this week provide yourſelf with a- 
* nother lodging.” ——T he indignation which this 
harangue inſpired, gave me ſpirits to ſupport my re- 
verſe of fortune; and to tell him, I deſpiſed his mean 
ſelfiſh diſpoſition ſo much, that I would rather ſtarve 
than be beholden to him for one ſingle meal. Upon 
which, out of my pocket-money, I paid him to the 
laſt farthing of what I owed, and aſſured him, I would 
not ſleep another night under his roof, I his ſaid, I - 
ſallied out in a tranſport of rage and ſorrow, without 
knowing whither to fly for ſhelter, having not one 
friend in the world capable of relieving me, and only 
three ſhillings in my purſe. After giving way for a 
few minutes to the dictates of my rage, I went and 
hired a ſmall bed-room at the rate of one ſhilling and 
ſix-pence fer week, which I was obliged to pay fer 
advance, before the landlord would receive me: thi- 
ther I removed my luggage; and next morning got 
up, with a view of craving the advice and aſſiſtance 
of a perſon who had on all occaſions loaded me with 
careſſes, and made frequent offers of friendſhip, while 
I was under noneceſlity of accepting them. He re- 
ccived me with his wonted affability, and inſiſted on 
C 4 my 
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my breakfaſting with him, a favour which I did not 
thiak fit to refuſe. But when | communicated the 
occaſion of my viſit, he appeared ſo diſconcerted, 
that I concluded him wonderfully affected with the 
. miſery of my condition, and looked upon him as a 
man of the moſt extenſive ſympathy and benevolence. 
He did not leave me long under this miſtake; for, 
recovering himſelf from his confuſion, he told me, 
he was grieved at my misfortune, and deſired to know 
what had paſſed between my landlord Mr Potion and 
me. Whereupon I recounted the converſation ; and 
when I repeated the anſwer I made to his ungenerous 
remonſtrance with regard to my leaving his houſe, 
this pretended friend affected a ſtare, and exclaimed, 
es it poſſible you could behave ſo ill to the man 
* who had treated you ſo kindly all along ?”—My 
ſurpriſe at hearing this, was not at all affected, what- 
ever his might be; and I gave him to underſtand, 
with ſome warmth, that I did not imagine he would 
ſo unreaſonably eſpouſe the cauſe of a ſcoundrel, 
who ought to be expelled from every ſocial commu- 
nity. This heat of mine gave him all the advan» 
tage he deſired over me, and our difcourfe (after 
much altercation) concluded in his defiring never 
to ſee me again in that place; to which deſire I 
yielded my conſent, aſſuring him, that had I been 
as well acquainted with his principles formerly as I 
was now, he never ſhould have had an opportunity 
of making that requeſt. - And thus we parted. 

On my return, I met my comrade Squire Gawky, 
whom his father had ſent, ſome time ago, to town, 
for his improvement in writing, dancing, fencing, 
and other modiſh qualifications. As I had lived with 
him, ſince his arrival, on the footing of our old in- 
timacy, I made no ſcruple of informing him of the 
lowneſs of my circumſtances, and aſking a ſmall ſup- 
ply of money, to anſwer my preſent expence; upon 


which he pulled out a handful of half-pence, with 
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a ſhilling or two among them, and ſwore that was all 
he had to keep his pocket till next quarter- day, he 
having loſt the greateſt part of his allowance the 
night before at billiards. Though this aſſertion 
might very well be true, I was extremely mortified 
at his indifference ; for he neither expreſſed any 
ſympathy for my miſhap, nor deſire of alleviating 
my diſtreſs ; * accordingly, I left him without 
uttering one word : But when I afterwards under- 
ſtood, that he was the perſon who had formerly be- 
trayed me to the malice of my couſins, to whom 
likewiſe he had carried the tidings of my forlorn ſi- 
tuation, which afforded them great matter of tri- 
umph and exultation, I determined with myſelf to 
call him to a ſevere account; for which purpoſe, 
I borrowed a ſword, and wrote a challenge, deſiring 
him to meet me at a certain time and place, that I 
might have an opportunity of puniſhing his perhdy, 
at the expence of his blood. He accepted the in- 
vitation, and I betook myſelf to the field, though not 
without feeling conſiderable repugnance to the com- 
bat, which frequently attacked me in cold ſweats by 
the way ;—but the deſire of revenge, the ſhame of 
retracting, and hope of conqueſt, conſpired to repel 
theſe unmanly ſymptoms of fear ; and I appeared on 
the plain with a good grace; there I waited an hour 
beyond the time appointed, and was not ill pleaſed 
to find he had no mind to meet me; becauſe I ſhould 
have an opportunity of expoſing his cowardice, diſ- 
playing my own courage, and of beating him foundly 
whereſoever I ſhould find him, without any dread of 
the conſequence. —Elevated with theſe ſuggeſtions, 
which entirely baniſhed all thoughts of my deplor- 
able condition, I weat directly to Gawky's lodgings, 
where I was informed of his precipitate retreat, he 
having ſet out for the country in lefs than an hour 
after he had received my billet : and I was vain 
enough to have the whole ſtory inſerted in the news, 
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although I was fain to ſell a gold-laced hat to my 
landlord, for leſs than half-price, to defray the ex- 
pence, and contribute to my ſubſiſtence. 


D 
CHAP. vl. 


J am entertained by Mr. Crab — a deſcription 
of him ——1 acquire the art of ſurgery—— 
conſult Crat's 4 [poſition —— become neceſſary 
to him—an accident happens — be adviſes me 
to launch out into the world=——afſiſts me 
with money 1 ſet out for London. 


"25 fumes of my reſentment being diſſipated; 

as well as the vanity of my ſucceſs, I found 
myſelf deſerted to all the horrors of extreme want, 
and avoided by mankind as a creature of a different 
ſpecies, or rather as a ſolitary being, no ways com- 
prehended within the ſcheme or protection of provi- 
dence, My deſpair had rendered me almoſt quite 
ſtupified, when I was one day told, that a gentleman 
deſired to ſee me, at a certain publick houſe, whither 
immediately I repaired ; and was introduced to one 
Mr. Launcelot Crab, a ſacgeon in town, who was 
engaged with two more, in drinking a liquor called 
pep-in, compoſed by mixing a quartern of brandy 


with a quart of ſmall beer. Before J relate the occa- 


ſion of this meſſage, I believe it will not be diſagree- 


able to the reader, if I deſcribe the gentleman who 


ſeat for me, and mention ſome circumſtances of his 
character and conduct, which may illuſtrate what 
follows, and account for his behaviour to me. | 

This member of the faculty was aged fifty, about 


five feet high, and ten round the belly; his face was 
capacious as a full moon, and much of the complex- 


ion of a mulberry : his noſe, reſembling a powder- 
hora, 
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horn, was ſweilled to an enormous ſize, and ſtudded 
all over with carbuncles ! and his little grey eyes re- 
flected the rays in ſuch an oblique manner, that while 
he looked a perſon full in the face, one would have 
imagined he was admiring the bnckle of his ſhoe. — 
He had long entertained an implacable reſentment a- 
gainſt Potion, who, tho' a younger practitioner, was 
better imployed than he, and once had the aſſurance 
to perform a cure, whereby he diſappointed and diſ- 
graced the prognoſtic of the ſaid Crab. This quar- 
rel, which was at one time upon the point of being 
made up by the interpoſition and mediation of 
friends, had been lately inflamed beyond a poſſibility 
of reconciliation by the reſpective wives of the op- 
ponents, who, chancing to meet at a chriſtening, 
diſagreed about precedence, proceeded from invec- 
tives to blows, and were with great difficulty, by 
the goſſips, prevented from converting the occaſion 
of joy, into a ſcene of lamentation. 

I he difference between theſe rivals was in the height 
of ' rancour, when I received the meſſage of Crab, 
who received me as civilly as I could have expected 
from one of his diſpoſition ; and after deſiring me to 
ſit, enquired into the particulars of my leaving the 
houſe of Potion ; which when I had related, he ſaid, 
with a malicious grin — There's a ſneaking dog 
I always thought him a fellow without a ſoul, d—n 
me Ha canting ſcoundrel, who has crept into 
& buſineſs by his hypocriſy, and kiſſing the a—ſe of 
« every body.” „Ay, ay, (ſays another) one 
c might ſee with half an eye, that the raſcal has no 
& honeſty in him, by his going fo regularly ta 
c church.“ This ſentence was confirmed by a third, 
who aſſured his companions, that Potion was ne- 
ver known to be diſguiſed in liquor but once, at a 
meeting of the godly, where he had diſtinguiſhed 
himſelt by an extempore prayer an hour long —After 


this preamble, Crab addreſſed himſelf to me in theſe 
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words, „Well, my lad, I have heard a good cha- 
« racCter of you, and I'll do for you. — Vou may 
fend your things to my houſe when you pleaſe. 
% have given orders for your reception,—Z--ds ! 
* what does the booby ſtare at If you have no 
« mind to embrace my courteous offer, you may 
let it alone and be d—n'd.”—I anſwered, wich a 
ſubmiſſive bow, that I was far from rejecting his 
friendly offer, which I would immediately accept, as 
ſoon as be ſhould inform me, on what footing I was 
to be entertained. What footing ! d—n my blood, 
&« (cried he) d'ye expect to have a footman and a 
«couple of horſes kept for you? No, Sir (I re- 
plied) my expectations are not quite ſo ſanguiue.— 
That I may be as little burthenſome as poſlible, I 
would willingly ſerve in your ſhop, by which means 
I may ſave you the expence of a journey-man, or 
| porlgy at leaſt, for I underftand a little pharmacy, 

aving employed ſome of my leiſure hours in the 
practice of that art, while I lived with Mr. Potion : 
neither am ] altogether ignorant of ſurgery, which I 
have ſtudied with great pleaſure and application.— 
« © ho! you did? (ſays Crab.) Gentlemen, here is 
% a compleat artiſt !—Studied ſurgery ! what? in 
© books I ſuppoſe.— I ſhall have you diſputing with 
© me one of theſe days, on points of my profeſſion. 
& —You can already account for muſcular motion 
(I warrant) and explain the myſtery of the brain 
© and nerves — ha !—You are too learned for me, 
« d—n me.—But let's hear no more of this ſtuff, 
E can you bleed and give a clyſter, ſpread a plaiſ- 
©« ter and prepare a potion ?”—Upon my anſwering 
in the affirmative, he ſhook his head, telling me, he 
believed he ſhould bave little good of me, for all 
my promiſes ;—— but, however, he would take me 
in for the ſake of charity.—-I was accardiogly that. 
very night admitted to his houſe, and had an a- 


partment aſſigned to me in the garret, which I _ 
| Fain 
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fain to put up with, notwithſtanding the mortification 
my pride ſuffered in this change of circumſtances. 
I was ſoon convinced of the real motives which in- 
duced Crab to receive me in this manner: for, beſides 
the gratification of his revenge, by expoſing the ſel- 
fiſhneſs of his antagoniſt, in oppoſition to his own ge- 
neroſity, which was all affectation, he had occaſion for 
a young man who underſtood ſomething of the profeſ- 
ſion, to fill up the place of his eldeſt apprentice, lately 
dead not without violent ſuſpicion of foul play from 
his maſter's brutality. The knowledge of this circum- 
ſtance, together with his daily behaviour to his wife, 
and the young apprentice, did not at all contribute to 


my enjoying my new ſituation with eaſe ; however, as 


I did not perceive how I could beſtow myſelf to bet- 
ter advantage, I reſolved to ſtudy Crab'stemper with 
all the application, and manage it with all the addreſs, 
in my power. And it was not long before I found 
out a ſtrange peculiarity of humour, which governed 
his behaviour towards all his dependents. I obſerved, 
when he was pleaſed, he was ſuch a niggard of his 
ſatisfaction, that if his wife or ſervants betrayed the 
leaſt ſymptom of participation, he was offended to 

an inſupportable degree of choler and fury, the ef- 
fects of which they ſeldom failed to feel --And when 
his indignation was rouſed, ſubmiſſion and ſoothing 
always exaſperated it beyand the bounds of reaſon 


and humanity.--I therefore purſued a contrary plan; 


and one day, when he honoured me with the names 
of ignorant whelp, and lazy ragamufhn--I boldly re- 
plied, I was neither ignorant nor lazy, ſince I both 
underſtood, and performed my buſineſs as well as he 
could do for his ſoul ; neither was it juſt to call me 
ragamuffin, for I had a whole coat on my back, and 
was deſcended from a better family than any he 
could boaſt an alliance with. He gave tokens of great 
amazement at this aſſurance of mine, and ſhook his 
cane over my head, regarding me all the time with 
| a 
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a countenance truly diabolical. Although I was ter- 
ribly ſtartled at his menacing looks and poſture, I 
yet had reflection enough left, to convince me I had 
gone too far to retract, and that this was the cri- 
tical minute which mult decide my future lot in his 
ſervice z I therefore ſnatched up the peſtle of a 
mortar, and {wore, if he offered to ſtrike me with- 
out a cauſe, I ſhould ſee whether his ſcull or my 
weapon was hardeſt, —He continued ſilent for ſome 
time, and at laſt broke forth into theſe ejaculations, 
—* This is fine uſage from a ſervant to a maſter, 
„% —very fine !— damnation !—but, no matter, you 
« ſhall pay for this, you dog, you ſhall. —-T11 do 


„ your buſineſs — yes, yes, I'll teach you to lift 


< your hand againſt me.” —So ſaying, he retired 
and left me under dreadful apprehenſions, which 
vaniſhed entirely at our next meeting, when he be- 
haved with unuſual complacency, and treated me 
with a glaſs of punch after dinner.—By this con- 
duct, I got the aſcendancy over him in a ſhort time, 
and became ſo neceſſary to him, in managing his 
buſineſs while he was engaged at the bottle, that 
fortune began to wear a kinder aſpect; and I con- 
foled myſelf for the diſregard of my former ac- 
quaintance, with the knowledge I daily imbibed, 
by a cloſe application to the duties of my employ- 


ment, in which I ſucceeded beyond my own expec- 


tation, —I was on very good terms with my maſter's 
wife, whoſe eſteem I acquired and cultivated, by re- 
preſenting Mrs. Potion in the moſt ridiculous lights 
my ſatirical talents could invent, as well as by ren- 
dering her ſome chriſtian offices, when ſhe had been 
too familiar with the dram bottle, to which ſhe had 
oftentimes recourſe for conſolation, under the af- 
fliction ſhe ſuffered from a barbarous huſband. —In 
this manner I lived, without hearing the leaſt tidings 
of my uncle, for the ſpace of two years, during which 
time I kept little or no company, being neither in a 

humour 
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humour to reliſh, nor in a capacity to maintain, 
much acquaintance : for the Nabal my maſter al- 
lowed me no wages ; and the ſmall perquiſites of 
my ſtation ſcarce ſupplied me with the common ne- 
ceſſaries of life, —I was no longer a pert, unthinking 
coxcomb, giddy with popular applauſe, and elevated 
with the extravagance of hope ; my misfortunes had 
taught me how little the careſſes of the world, du- 
ring a man's proſperity, are to be valued by him; 
and how ſeriouſly and expeditiouſly he ought to ſet 
about making himſelf independent of them. My 
preſent appearance, therefore, was the leaft of my 
care, which was wholly engroſſed in laying up a 
ſtock of inſtruction that might ſecure me againſt the 
caprice of fortune for the future. I became fuch a 
floven, and contracted ſuch an air of auſterity, that 
every body pronounced me creſt-fallen ; and Gawky 
returned to town without running any riſque from 
my reſentment, which was by this time pretty much 
cooled, and reſtrained by prudential reaſons, ſo ef- 
fectually, that I never ſo much as thought of ob- 
taining ſatisfaction for the injuries he had done me. 
—When I deemed myſelf ſufficiently maſter of my 
buſineſs, I began to caſt about for an opportunity 
of launching into the world, in hope of finding 
ſome proviſion, that might make amends for the 
difficulties I had undergone : but, as this could not 
be effected without a ſmall ſum of money to equip 
me for the field, I was in the utmoſt perplexity how 
to raiſe it, well knowing, that Crab, for his own 
fake, would never put me in a condition to leave 
him, when his intereſt was ſo much concerned in 
my ſtay.—But a ſmall accident, which happened 
about this time, determined him in my favour, — 
This was no other than the pregnancy of his maid 
ſervant, who declared her ſituation to me, aſſuring 
me at the ſame time, that I was the occaſion of it. 
Although I had no reaſon to queſtion the truth of 

this 
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this imputation, I was not ignorant of the familia- 
rities which had paſſed between her maſter and her; 
taking the advantage of which, I repreſented to her 
the folly of laying the burthen at my door, when ſhe 
might diſpoſe of it to much better purpoſe with Mr. 
Crab : She liſtened to my advice, and next day ac- 
quainted him with the pretended ſucceſs of their 
mutual endeavours. — He was far from being over- 
joyed at this proof of his vigour, which he fore- 
ſaw might have very troubleſome conſequences ; not 
that he dreaded any domeſtic grumblings and re- 
proaches from his wife, whom he kept in perfect 
ſubjection; but becauſe he knew it would furniſh 
his rival Potion with a handle for inſulting and un- 
dermining his reputation, there being no ſcandal 
equal to that of uncleanneſs, in the opinion of thoſe 
who inhabit the part of the iſland where he lived, 
Ale therefore took a reſolution worthy of himſelf, 
which was, to perſuade the girl, that ſhe was not 
with child, but only afflicted with a diſorder inci- 
dent to young women, which he could eaſily remove: 
with this view (as he pretended) he preſcribed for 
her ſuch medicines, as he thought would infallibly 
procure abortion ; but in this — Ea he wa: diſap - 
pointed, for the maid, being advertiſed by me of his 
deſign, and at the ſame time well acquainted with 
her own condition, abſolutely refuſed to follow his 
directions; and threatned to publiſh her ſituation to 
the world, if he would not immediately take ſome 
method of providing for the important occaſion, 
which ſheexpected in a few months. It was not long 
before I gueſſed the reſult of his deliberation, by his 
addreſſing himſelf to me (one day) in this manner: 
I] am ſurpriſed, that a young fellow like you diſ- 
« covers no inclination to puſh his fortune in the 
« world. Before I was of your age, I was broiling 
© on the coaſt of Guinea. Damme! what's to hin- 
« der you from profiting by the war, which will cer- 
3 : * tainly 
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„ tainly be declared in a ſhort time agaiaſt Spain? 
Mou may eaſily get on board of a king's ſhip in 
** quality of ſurgeon's mate, where you will certainly 
* ſee a great deal of practice, and ſtand a good 
chance of getting prize money.” I laid hold of 
this declaration, which I had long wiſhed for, and 
aſſured him I would follow his advice with pleaſure, 
if it was in my power; but that it was impoſſible for 
me to embrace an opportunity of that kind, as I had 
no friend to advance a little money, to ſupply me 
with what neceſſaries I ſhould want, and defray the 
expences of my journey to London. He told me, 
that few neceſſaries were required; and as for the 
expence of my journey, he would lend me money, 
ſufficient not only for that purpoſe, but alſo to main- 
tain me comfortably in London, until I ſhould pro- 
cure a warrant for my proviſion on board of ſome 
ſhip.—I gave him a thouſand thanks for his obliging 
offer (altho' I was very well apprized of his motive, 
which was no other than a deſign to lay the baſtard 
to my charge, after my departure ;) and accordingly 
ſet out in a few weeks for London; my whole for- 
tune conſiſting of one ſuit of cloaths, half a dozen of 
ruffled ſhirts, as many plain ; two pair of worſted, 
and a like number of thread ſtockings ; a caſe of 
pocket inſtruments, a ſmall edition of Horace, Wiſe- 
man's ſurgery, and ten guineas in caſh; for which 
Crab took my bond, bearing 5 per cent. intereſt ; at 
the ſame time giving me a lctter to the member of 
parliament for our town, which he ſaid would do my 
buſineſs effectually. 


CHAP. 
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CH AP. VIII. 


J arrive at Neucaſtle meet with my old ſchool- 
fellow Strap we determine to walk toge- 
ther to London—ſet out on our journey 
put up at a ſolitary ale-houſe—are diſturbed 
by a ſtrange adventure in the night. 


HERE is no ſuch convenience as a waggon in 
this country, and my finances were too weak 
to ſupport the expence of hiring a horſe ; I determi- 
ned therefore to ſet out with the carriers, who tranſ- 
port goods from one place to another on horſe-back ; 
and this ſcheme I accordingly put in execution, on 
the firſt day of November 17 29, ſitting upon a pack- 
ſaddle between two baſkets ; one of which contained 
my goods in a knapſack. But by the time we arrived at 
Newcaſtle upon Tyne, I was ſo fatigued with the te- 
diouſneſs of the carriage, and benumbed with the 
coldneſs of the weather, that I reſolved to travel the 
reſt of my journey on foot, rather than proceed in 
ſuch a diſagreeable manner. U E 
I ̃᷑Vbe hoſtler of the inn at which we put up, under- 
ſtanding I was bound for London, adviſed me to take 
my paſſage in a collier, which would be both cheap 
and expeditious, and withal much eaſier than to walk 
upwards of three hundred miles through deep roads, 
in the winter time; a journey which he believed I 
had not ſtrength enough to perform. —I was almoſt 
perſuaded to take his advice, when, one day, ſtep- 
Ping into a barber's ſhop to be ſhaved, the young 
man, while he lathered my face, accoſted me thus : 
« Sir, I preſume you are a Scotchman.” I anſwered 
in the affirmative.—* Pray (continued he) from 
«© what part of Scotland?“ -I no ſooner told him, 
than 
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than he diſcovered great emotion, and not confining 
his operation to my chin and upper-lip, beſmeared 
my whole face with great agitation.— I was ſo offend- 


ed at this profuſion, that ſtarting up, Iaſked him what 


the dl he meant by uſing me ſo ? —He begged par- 
don, telling me his joy at meeting with a country- 
man had occaſioned ſome confuſion in him: and cra- 
ved my name.—But when I declared my name was 
Random, he exclaimed in a rapture, © How ! Rory 
„ Random ?” The ſame, I gplied, looking at him, 
with aſtoniſhment ; ++ What, cried he, don't you 
* know your old ſchoolfellow, Hugh Strap?“ At 
that inſtant recollecting his face, I flew into his arms, 
and in the tranſport of my joy, gave him back one 
half of the ſuds he had fo laviſhly beſtowed on my 
countenance ; ſo that we made a very ludicrous ap- 
pearance, and furniſhed a great deal of mirth for his 
maſter and ſhop-mates, who were witneſles of this 
ſcene.—When our mutual careſſes were over, I ſat 
down again to be ſhaved, but the poor fellow's nerves 
were ſo diſcompoſed by this unexpected meeting, that 
his hand could ſcarcely hold the razor, with which 
(nevertheleſs) he found means to cut me in three 
places, in as many ſtrokes. His maſter, perceiving his 
diſorder, bade another ſupply his place, and after the 
operation was performed, gave Strap leave to paſs the 
reſt of the day with me—We retired immediately to 
my lodgings, where calling for ſome beer, I deſired to 
be informed of his adventures, which contained no- 
thing more, than that his maſter dying before his 
time was out, he had come to Newcaſtle about a year 
ago, in expectation of journey-work, along with 
three young fellows of his acquaintance who worked 
in the keels ; that he had the good fortune of being 
employed by a very civil maſter, with whom he in- 
tended to ſtay till the ſpring, at which time he propo- 
ſed to go to London, where he did not doubt of find- 
ivg encouragement, When I communicated to him 


wy 
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my ſituation and deſign, he did not approve of my 
taking a paſſage by ſea, by reaſon of the danger of a 
winter voyage, which is very hazardous along that 
coaſt, as well as the precariouſneſs of the wind, which 
might poſlibly detain me a great while, to the no 
ſmall detriment of my fortune : whereas, if I would 
venture by land, he would bear me company, carry 
my baggage all the way; and if we ſhould be fatigued 
before we could perform the journey, it would be no 
hard matter for us to find on the road, either return- 
horſes or waggons, of which we might take the ad- 
vantage for a very trifling expence.— I was ſo ra- 
viſhed at this propoſal, that I embraced him af- 
fectionately, and aſſured him he might command 
my purſe to the laſt farthing ; but he gave me to 
underſtand, he had ſaved money ſufficient to an- 
{wer his own occaſions; and that he had a friend 
in London, who would ſoon introduce him into 
buſineſs, in that capital ; and might poſſibly have 
it in his power to ſerve me alſo. 

Having concerted the plan and ſettled onr affairs 
that night, we departed next morning by day-break, 
armed with a good cudgel each (my companion being 
charged with the furniture of us both, crammed into 
one knapſack;) and our money ſewed between the 
lining and waſtband of our breeches, except ſome 
looſe ſilver for our immediate expence on the road.— 
We travelled all day at a round pace, but being ig- 
norant of the proper ſtages, were benighted at a good 
diſtance from any inn, ſo that we were compelled to 
take up our lodging at a ſmall hedge ale houſe, that 
ſtood on a bye-road, about half a mile from the high- 
way: There we found a pedlar of our own country, 
in whoſe company we regaled ourſelves with bacon 
and eggs, and a glaſs of good ale, before a comforta- 
ble fire, converſing all the while very ſociably with the 
landlord and his daughter, an hale buxome laſs, who 


entertained us with great good humour, and in whoſe 
affection 
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affection I was vain enough to believe I had made 
ſome progreſs. About eight a clock, we were all 
three, at our own deſire, ſhewn into an apartment, 
furniſhed wich two beds, in one of which Strap and 
I betook ourſelves to reſt, and the pedlar occupied the 
other, though not before he had prayed a conſiderable 
time ex/empore, ſearched into every corner of the 
room, and faſtned the door on the inſide with a 
ſtrong iron ſcrew, which he carried about with him for 
that uſe. — I ſlept very ſound till midnight, when | was 
diſturbed by a violent motion of the bed, which ſhook 
under me with a continual tremour.--Alarmed at this 
phenomenon, I jogged my companion, whom, to 
my no ſmall amazement, I found drenched in fweat, 
and quaking through every limb; he told me with 
a low faultering voice, that we were undone; for 
there was a bloody highwayman loaded with piſtols 
in the next room ; then, bidding me make as little 
noiſe as poſſible, he directed me to a ſmall chink in 
the board partition, through which I could ſee a thick- 
ſet brawny fellow, with a fierce countenance, ſitting 
ata table with our young landlady, having a bottle 
of ale and a brace of piltols before him.—T liſtned 
with great attention, and heard him fay in a terrible 
tone: D—n that ſon of a bitch, Smack the coach- 
& man !—he has ſerved me a fine trick, indeed! 
& but d—tion ſcize me, if I don't make him re- 
e pent it —l'll teach the ſcoundrel to give intelli- 
6 gence to others, while he is under articles with 
« me.” Our landlady endeavoured to appeaſe this 
exaſperated robber, by ſaying he might be miſtaken 
in Smack, who perhaps kept no correſpondence 
with the other gentleman that robbed his coach, — 
and that if an accident had diſappointed him to- 
day, he might ſoon find opportunities enough to 
attone for his loſt trouble.—“ Tl tell thee what, 
* my dear Bett (replied he) I never had, nor ever 
pill, while my name is Rifle, have ſuch a glorious 


booty 
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ec booty as I miſſed to-day.— Z - ds] there was 4001, 
&« in caſh to recruit men for the king's ſervice, be- 
“ ſides the jewels, watches, ſwords, and money be- 
& longing to the paſſengers ; — had it been my for- 
6 tune to have got clear off with ſo much treaſure, I 
« would have purchaſed a commiſſion in the army, 
e and made you an officer's lady. you jade, I would.” 
—* Well, well, (cries Betty) we muſt truſt to pro- 
© videncefor that; — but did you find nothing worth 
taking, which eſcaped the other gentleman of the 
% road ?” „ Not much, faith (ſaid the lover ;) I 
6: gleaned a few things, —ſuch as a pair of pops, ſil- 
ver mounted, (here they are) I took them loaded 
% from the captain who had the charge of the mo- 
&« ney, together with a gold watch, which he had 
6 concealed in his breeches,—T likewiſe found ten 
Portugal pieces in the ſhoes of a quaker, whom the 
& ſpirit moved to revile me with great bitterneſs and 
& devotion ; but what I value myſelf moſtly for, is 
te this here purchaſe, a gold ſnuff-box, my girl. with 
« a picture on the inſide of the lid : which I untied 
© out of the tail of a pretty lady's ſmock.” —Here, 
as the devil would have it, the ped/ar ſnored ſo loud, 
that the highwayman ſnatching his piſtols, ſtarted up, 
crying, Hell, and d--n--n! I am betrayed, - who's 
ce that in the next room?” Mrs. Betty told him, 
he need not be uneaſy, there were only three poor 
wearied travellers, who miſſing the road, had taken 
up their lodging in the houſe, and were aſleep long 
ago. Travellers! ſays he, ſpies, you b—ch ! but 
« no matter I'll ſend them all to hell in an in- 
& ſtant.” He accordingly ran towards our door; 
when his ſweet-heart interpoſing, aſſured him, there 
was only a couple of poor young Scotchmen, who 
were too raw and ignorant to give him the leaſt 
cauſe of ſuſpicion ; and the third was a preſbyterian 
pedlar of the ſame nation, who had often lodged in 
the houſe before. This declaration ſatisfied the thief, 

3 who 
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who ſwore he was glad there was a pedlar, for he 
wanted ſome linen — Then in a jovial manner, he 
put about the glaſs, mingling his diſcourſe to Betty, 
with careſſes and familiarities that ſpoke him very 
happy in his amours. During that part of the con- 
verſation which regarded us, Strap had crept under 
the bed, where he lay in the agonies of fear; ſo that 
it was with great difficulty I perſuaded him our dan- 
ger was over, and prevailed on him to wake the 
pedlar, and inform him of what he had ſeen and 
heard.--This itinerant merchant no ſooner felt ſome- 
body ſhaking him by the ſhoulder, than he ſtarted 
up, calling as loud as he could, „Thieves, 
* thieves! Lord have mercy on us.” And Rifle, a- 
larmed at this exclamation, jumped up, cocked one 
of his piſtols, and turned towards the door, to kill 
the firſt man who ſhould enter; for he verily believ- 
ed himſelf beſet ; when his Dulcinea, after an immo- 
derate fit of laughter, perſuaded him, that the poor 
pedlar dreaming of thieves, had only cried out in his 
fleep.—Mean-while my comrade had undeceived our 
fellow-lodger, and informed him of his reaſon for 
diſturbing him ; upon which, getting up ſoftly he 
peeped through the hole, and was fo terrified with 
what he ſaw, that falling down on his bare knees, he 
put up a long petition to heaven, to deliver him from 
the hands of that ruffian, and promiſed never to de- 
fraud a cuſtomer for the future of the value of a pin's 
point, provided he might be reſcued from the preſent 
danger. — Whether or not his diſburthening his con- 
ſcience afforded him any eaſe, Ixnow not; but he ſlipt 
into bed again and lay very quiet until the robber and 
his miſtreſs were aſleep, and ſnored in concert; then, 
riſing ſoftly, he untied a rope that was round his pack, 
which making faſt to one end of it, he opened the 
window with as litcle noiſe as poſſible, and lowered 
his goods iato the yard with great dexterity : then he 
moved gently to our bed fide, and bade us farewel, 

telling 
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telling us, that as we ran no riſk, we might take our 
reſt with great confidence, and in the morning aſſure 
the landlord that we knew nothing of his eſcape : 
and laſtly, ſhaking us by the hands, and wiſhing us 
all manner of ſucceſs, he let himſelf drop from the 
window without any danger, for the ground was not 
above a yard from his feet as he hung on the outſide, 
Although I did not think proper to accompany him 
in his flight, [ was not at all free from apprehenſion, 
when I reflected on what might be the effect of the 


highwayman's diſappointment ; as he certainly in- 


tended to make free with the pedlar's ware. Neither 
was my companion at more eaſe in his mind; but on 
the contrary ſo poſſeſſed with the dreadful idea of 
Rifle, that he ſolicited me ſtrongly to follow our 
countryman's example, and fo elude the fatal reſent- 
ment of that terrible adventurer, who would cer- 
tainly wreak his vengeance on us, as accomplices of 
the pedlar's elopement.—But I repreſented to him 
the danger of giving Rifle cauſe to think we knew 
his profeſſion, and ſuggeſted, that if ever he ſhould 
meet us again on the road, he would look upon us 
as dangerous acquaintance, and find it his intereſt to 
put us out of the way. told him withal, my con- 
fidence in Betty's good - nature; in which he acqui- 
eſced, and, during the remaining part of the night, 
we concerted a proper method of behaviour, to 
render us unſuſpected in the morning. 

It was no ſooner day, than Betty, entering onr 


chamber, and perceiving our window open, cried 


out, ** Ods bobs! ſure you Scotchmen muſt have 
& hot conſtitutions to lie all night with the window 
<« open, in ſuch cold weather. I feigned to ſtart 
out of ſleep, and withdrawing the curtain, called, 


&© What's the matter? When ſhe ſhewed me, I 


affected ſurprize, and ſaid, Bleſs me! the window 


vas ſhut when we went to bed. Ill be _— 
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„ ſaid ſhe, if Sawny Waddle the pedlar has not got 
c up in a dream and done it, for I heard him very ob- 
6 ſtropulous in his ſleep. Sure I put a chamber- pot 
© under his bed.” —With theſe words ſhe advanced 
to the bed in which he lay, and finding the ſheets cold, 
exclaimed, ** Good lack a daiſy ! the rogue is fled !” 
, Fled (cricd I, with feigned amazement) God for- 
bid! Sure he has not robbed us,” Then ſpring- 
ing up, I laid hold of my breeches, and emptied 
all my looſe money into my hand; which having 
reckoned, I ſaid, Heaven be praiſed our money is all 
ſafe —Strap, look to the knapſack.—He-did fo, and 
found all was right . Upon which we aſked with ſeem- 
ing concern, if he had ſtole nothing belonging to the 
houſe ?—* No, no, replied ſhe, he has ſtole nothing 
* but his reckoning ;”” which, it ſeems, this pious 
pedlar had forgot to diſcharge, in the midſt of his de- 
votion, —Betty, after a moment's pauſe, withdrew, 
and immediately we could hear her waken Rifle, who 
no ſooner heard of Waddle's flight, than he jumped 
out of bed and dreſſed, venting a thouſand execra-. 
tions, and vowing to murder the pedlar if ever he 
ſhould ſet eyes on him again; © For, ſaid he, the 
„ ſcoundrel has by this time raiſed the hue and cry 
© againſt me.” — Having dreſſed himſelf in a hurry, 
he mounted his horſe, and for that time rid us of his 
company and a thouſand fears that were the con- 
ſequence of it. While we were at breakfaſt, Betty 
endeavoured by all the cunning ſhe was miſtreſs of, 
to learn whether or no we ſuſpected our teilow-lodger, 
whom we ſaw take horſe ; but as we were on our 
guard, we anſwered her ſly queſtions with a ſimplicity 
ſhe could not diſtruſt; when all of a ſudden, we 
heard the trampling of a horſe's feet at the door. 
This noiſe alarmed Strap ſo much, whoſe imagination 
was wholly engroiled by the image of Rifle, that 
with a countenance as pale as milk, he cried, ** O 
„Lord there's the highwaymaa returned! Our 
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landlady ſtaring at theſe words, ſaid, What high- 
% wayman, young man ?—Do you think any high- 
«« waymen harbour here?“ - Though I was very much 
diſconcerted at this piece of indiſcretion in Strap, I 
had preſence of mind enough to tell her, we had met 
a horſe · man the day before, whom Strap had fooliſhly 
ſuppoſed to be a highwayman, becauſe he rode with 
piſtols ; and that he had been terrified at the ſound 
of a horſe's feet ever ſince.— She forced a ſmile at 
the ignorance and timidity of my comrade ; but I 
could perceive (not without great concern) that this 
account was not at all ſatisfactory to her. 


4er. ik 


Ve proceed on our journey—are overtaken by an 
hieg hwayman who fires at Strap, is prevented 
from ſhooting me by a company of horſemen, 
who ride in purſuit of him.—Strap is put to 
bed at an inn. — Adventures at that inn. 


| FTER having paid our ſcore, and taken leave 

of our hoſteſs, who embraced me tenderly at 
parting, we proceeded on our journey, bleſſing our- 
ſelves that we had come. off ſo well, We had not 
walked above five miles, when we obſerved a man on 
horſeback palloping after us, whom we in a ſhort 
time recognized to be no other than this formidable 
hero who had already given us ſo much vexation.— 
He ſtopped hard by me, and aſked if I knew who he 
was My aſtoniſhment had diſconcerted me ſo 
much, that I did not hear his queſtion, which he re- 
peated with a volley of oaths and threats; but I re- 


mained as mute as before. Strap ſeeing my diſcom-  - 


poſure, fell upon his knees in the mud, uttering with 


a lamentable voice, theſe words: For Ch-—ſt's 
| * ſake, 
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© ſake, have mercy upon us, Mr. Rifle, we know 
„ you very well.“ —“ O ho! cried the thief, you 
“ do !—but you never ſhall be evidence againſt me 
c in this world, you dog !''—d0 ſaying, he drew a 
piſtol, and fired it at the unfortunate ſhaver, who fell 
flat upon the ground without ſpeaking one word. — 
My comrade's fate, and my own ſituation, rivetted 
me to the place where I ftood, deprived of all ſenſe 
and reflection; ſo that I did not make the leaſt at- 
tempt either to run away, or deprecate the wrath of 
this barbarian, who ſnapped a ſecond piſtol at me; 
but before he had time to prime again, perceiving a 
company of horſemen coming up, he rode off, and 
left me ſtanding motionleſs as a ſtatue, in which 
poſture I was found by thoſe whoſe appearance had 
ſaved my life. This company conſiſted of three 
men-in livery, well armed, with an officer, who (as 
I afterwards learned) was the perſon from whom 
Rifle had taken the pocket piſtols the day before; and 
who, making known his misfortune to a nobleman 
he met on the road, and aſſuring him, his non- re- 
ſiſtance was altogether owing to his conſideration for 
the ladies in the coach, procured the aſſiſtance of his 
lordſhip's ſervants to go in queſt of the plunderer. 


This holiday captain ſcampered up to me with great 


addreſs, and aſked who fired the piſtol which he 
had heard. —As I had not yet recovered my reaſon, 
he, before I could anſwer, obſerved a body lying on 
the ground : at which ſight his colour changed, and 
he pronounced with a faultering tongue, Gentle- 
men, here's murder committed ! Let us alight.” — 

% No, no, ſaid one of his followers, let us rather 
* purſue the murderer.—W hich way went he, youn 

% man ?”—By this time I had recollected myſelf 15 
far as to tell them that he could not be a quarter 


of a mile before; and to beg one of them to aſſiſt 
me id conveying the corps of my friend to the next 


"Houſe, In order to its being interred.— The captain, 
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foreſeeing that in caſe he ſhould purſue, he muſt ſoon 
come to action, began to curb his horſe, and give 
him the ſpur at the ſame time, which treatment mak- 
ing the creature rear up and ſnort, he called out, his 
horſe was frightned and would not proceed ; at the 


ſame time wheeling him round and round, ſoaking 


his neck, whiſtling and wheedling him with © Sirrah, 
&« Sirrah— gently, gently, &c.“' — “ Z- ds! (cricd 
ic one of the ſervants) ſure my Lord's Sorrel is not 
« reſty !“ With theſe words, he beſtowed a laſh on 
his buttocks, and Sorrel diſdaining the rein, ſprung 
forward with the captain at a pace that would have 
ſoon brought him up with the robber, had not the 
girth (happily for him) given way, by which means 
he landed in the dirt; and two of his attendants con- 
tinued their purſuit, without minding his ſituation, 
Mean while one of the three who remained at my de- 
fire, turning the body of Strap, in order to fee the 
wound which had killed him, found him ſtill warm 
and breathing; upon which I immediately let him 
blood, and ſaw him, with inexpreſſible joy, recover; 
he having received no other wound than what his fear 


Had inflicted. —Having raiſed him upon his legs, we 


walked together to an inn, about half a mile from 
the place, where Strap, who was not quite recovered, 
went to bed; and in a little time, the third ſervant 
returned with the captzin's horſe and furniture, leav- 
ing him to crawl after as well as he could. This gen- 
tleman of the ſword, upon his arrival, complained 
grievouſly of the br: iſe occaſioned by his fall ; and 
oa the recommendation of the ſervant, who war- 
ranted my ability, I was employed to bleed him, for 
which ſervice he rewarded me with half a crown. 

The time between this event and dinner, I paſſed 
in obſerving a game at cards between twofarmers, an 
exciſeman, and a young fellow in a ruſty gown and 
caſſock, who, as I afterwards underſtood, was curate 


of a neighbouring pariſh. —It was eaſy to perceive 
that 


„ 
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that the match was not equal; and that the two far- 
mers, who were partners, had to do with a couple of 


ſharpers, who ſtript them of all their caſh in a very 


ſhort time. But what ſurpriſed me very much, was 


to hear this clergyman reply to one of the countrymen 


who ſeemed to ſuſpect foul play, in theſe words: 
«© D—n me, friend, d'ye queſtion my honour ?"— 
I did not at all wonder to find a cheat in canonicals, 


this being a character frequent in my own country; 


but I was ſcandalized at the indecency of his behavi- 
our, which appeared in the oaths he ſwore, and the 


baudy ſongs which he ſung. At laſt, to make amends, - 
ia ſome ſort, for the damage he had done to the un- 
wary boors, he pulled out a fiddle from the lining of 
his gown, and ptomiſing to treat them at dinner, began- 
to play moſt melodiouſly, ſinging in concert, all the 
while.—This good humour of the parſon inſpired the 
company with ſo much glee, that the farmers ſoon - 


forgot thelr loſſes, and all preſent went to dancing in 
the yard. While we were agreeably amuſed in this 
manner, our muſician ſpying a horſeman riding to- 
wards the inn, ſtopt all of a ſudden, crying out, 
„Gad fo! gentlemen, I beg your pardon, there's 


% our dog of a doctor coming into the inn.“ He 
immediately concealed his inſtrument, and ran to- 


wards the gate, where he took hold of the.vicar's 


bridle, and helped him off, enquiring very cordially 


into the ſtate of his health. —This roſy ſon of the 
church (who might be about the age of fifty) having 
alighted, and entruſted the curate with his horſe, ſtalk- 


ed with great ſolemnity into the kitchen, where, ſit- 


ting down by the fire, he called for a bottle of ale and 
a pipe ; ſcarce deigning an anſwer to the ſubmiſſive 
queſtions of thoſe who enquired about the welfare of 
his family. —While he indulged himſelf in this ſtate, 
amidſt a profound filence, the curate approaching 
him with great reverence, aſked if he would not be 


Pleaſed to honour us with his company at dinner? 
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To which interrogation he anſwered in the negative, 
ſaying, he had been to viſit ſquire Bumpkin, who had 
drank himſelf into a high fever at the laſt aſſizes; and 
that he had, on leaving his own houſe, told Betty he 
ſhould dine at home — Accordingly, when he had 
made an end of his bottle and pipe, he roſe, and mov- 
ed, with prelatical dignity, to the door, where his 
journeyman ſtood ready with his nag.—-He had no 
ſooner mounted, than the facetious curate, coming 
into the kitchen, held forth in this manner: There 
the old raſcal goes, and the D—1 go with him.— 
* You fee how the world wags, gentlemen. —By 


„Gad, this rogue of a vicar does not deſerve to 


live; - and yet he has two livings worth 400 J. per 
«© annum, while poor I am fain to do all his drudg- 
«« ery, and ride twenty miles every Sunday to preach, 
« for what? why, truly, for 20/. a year.— I ſcorn to 
*« boaſt of my own qualifications, but—compariſons 
are odious.—I ſhould be glad to know how this 
« {wag-bellied doctor deſerves to be more at caſe 
than me.— He can loll in his elbow chair at home, 
„ indulge himſelf in the beſt of victuals and wine, 
and enjoy the converſation of Betty his houſe- 
«© keeper. — You underſtand me, gentlemen. —Betty 
is the doctor's poor kinſwoman, and a pretty girl 
„ ſhe is; but no matter for that :>—ay, and a 
« dutiful girl to her parents, whom ſhe viſits regu- 
« larly every year, though I muſt own I could 
© never learn in what county they live. My 
6 ſervice t'ye, gentlemen.” ——By this time, dinner 
being ready, I waked my companion, and we ate 
all together with great chearfulneſs. When our meal 
was ended, and every man's ſhare of the reckoning 
adjuſted, the curate went out on pretence of ſome 
neceſſary occaſion, and mounting his horſe, left the 
two farmers to ſatisfy the hoſt in the beſt manner 
they could. We were no ſooner informed of this 


piece of fineſſe, than the exciſeman, who had been 


ſilent 
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ſilent hitherto, began to open with a malicious grin: 
% Ay, ay, this is an old trick of Shuffle, —I could 


« not help ſmiling, when he talked of treating. — 


„% You muſt know, this is a very curious fellow. 


« He picked up ſome ſcraps of learning while he ſerved 
« young lord Trifle at the univerſity. — But what he 
© moſt excels in is pimping. No man knows his 
c talents better than I, for I was valet de chambre to 
« ſquire Tattle, an intimate companion of Shufle's 
% Lord.—He got himſelf into a ſcrape, by pawning 
« ſome of his lordſhip's cloaths, on which account 
„he was turned away; but, as he was kcquainted 
«© with ſome particular circumſtances of my lord's 
c conduct, he did not care to exaſperate him too 
* much, and fo made intereſt for his receiving or- 
ce ders, and afterwards recommended him to the 
tc curacy which he now enjoys.—However, the tel- 
© low cannot be too much admired for his dexterity 
« in making a comfortable livelihood, in ſpite of 
* ſuch a ſmall allowance.--You hear he plays a good 
c ſtick, and is really diverting company theſe qua- 
« lifications make him agreeable wherever he goes; 
« —and as for playing at cards, there is not a man 
& within three counties a match for him: the truth 
« js, he is a damnable cheat, and can ſhift a card 
« with ſuch addreſs, that it is impoſſible to diſcover 
% him.” — Here he was interrupted by one of the 
farmers, who aſked why he had not juſtice enough to 
acquaint them with theſe particulars before they en- 


gaged in play? The exciſeman rephed, without any 


heſitation, that it was none of his buſineſs to inter- 
meddle between man and man; beſides, he did not 
know they were ignorant of Shuffle's character, which 
was notorious to the whole country. —This did not 
ſatisfy the other, who taxed him with abetting and 
aſſiſting the curate's knavery, and infiſted on hav- 
ing his ſhare of the winnings returned ; this de- 
mand the exciſemau as poſitively refuſed, affirming, 
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that whatever flights Shuffle might practiſe on other 


occaſions, he was very certain, that he had play'd on 
the ſquare with them, and would anſwer it before 
any bench in Chriſtendom ; ſo ſaying, he got up, 
and having paid his reckoning, ſneaked off. Ihe 
landlord thruſting his neck into the paſſage, to ſee if 
he was gone, ſhook his head, ſaying, © Ah! Lord 
« help us! if every ſinner was to have his deſerts. 
Well, we victuallers muſt not diſoblige the ex- 
© ciſemen —But I know What: if parſon Shuffle 
and he were weighed together, a {traw thrown 
*« jnto either ſcale would make the ballance kick the 
* beam ——But, maſters, this is under the roſe,” 


continued Boniface with a whiſper, 


#5$90000003:02SS000250606 5 


CHAP. X 


The highwayman is taken—we are detained &s 
evidence againſt him proceed to the next 
village — be eſcapes — we arrive at another 
inn, where we go to bed—in the night we are 


 awaked by a dreadful adventure—next night ' 
ve lodge at the houſe of a ſchool-maſt@#—cur ' 


treatment there. 


\TRAP and I were about to depart on our jour- 


ney, when we perceived a croud on the road, 
coming towards us ſhouting and hallooing all the 


way. As it approached, we could diſcern a man on 
horſe-back in the middle, with his hands tied behind 


him, whom we ſoon knew to be Rifle. —This high- 
wayman not being ſo well mounted as the two ſer- 
vants who went in purſuit of him, was ſoon overta- 
ken, and after having diſcharged his piſtols, made 
priſoner without any further oppoſition. They were 
carrying him in triumph, amidſt the +” 
| 0 
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of the country people, to a juſtice of peace in 
a neighbouring village, but ſtopt at our inn to 
join their companion and take refreſhment, When 
Rifle was diſmounted, and placed in the yard, 
within a circle of peaſants armed with pitchforks, 
I was amazed to ſee what a pitiful dejected fellow 
he now appeared, who had but a few hours before 
filled me with ſuch terror and confuſion, —- My 
companion was ſo much encouraged by this altera- 
tion in his appearance, that going up to the thief, he 
preſented his clenched fiſts to his noſe, and declared, 
he would either cudgel or box with the priſoner 
for a guinea, which he immediately produced, and 
began to ſtrip—but was diſſuaded from this adven- 
ture by me, who repreſented to him the folly of the 
undertaking, as Rifle was now in the hands of juſ- 
tice, which would, no doubt, give us all ſatisfaction 
enough. But what made me repent of our imperti- 
nent curioſity, was our being detained by the captors, 
as evidence againſt him, when we were juſt going 
to ſet forward. However, there was no remedy ; 
we were obliged to comply, and accordingly joined 
in the cavalcade, which luckily took the fame road 
that we had propoſed to follow. About the twilight 
we arrived at the place of our deſtination, but as the 
juſtice was gone to viſit a gentleman in the country, 
with whom (we underſtood) he would probably ſtay 
all night, the robber was confined in an empty garret 
three ſtories high, from which it ſeemed impoſſible 
for him to eſcape: this, nevertheleſs, was the caſe ; 
for next morning, when they went up ſtairs, to bring 
him before the juſtice, the bird was flown, having 
got out at the window upon the roof, from whence 
he continued his rout along the tops of the adjoining 
houſes, and entered another garret window, where he 
ſculked, until the family were aſleep, at which time 
he ventured down ftairs, aud let himſelf out by the 
ſtreet door, which was found open. T his event was 
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a greatdiſappointment to thoſe that apprehended him, 
who were fluſhed with hopes of the reward ; but gave 
me great joy, as I was permitted now to continue 
my journey without any further moleſtation.— Re- 
folving to make up for the ſmall progreſs we had 


\ hitherto made, we this day travelled with great vigour, 


and before night reached a market-town twenty 
miles from the place from whence we ſet out in the 
morning, without meeting any adventure worth no- 
tice.— Here, having taken up our lodging at an inn, 
T found myſelf fo fatigued, that I began to deſpair of 
performing our journey on foot, and defired Strap to 
enquire if there were any waggon, return-horſes, or 
other cheap carriage in this place, to depart for Lon- 
don next day.— He was informed, that the waggon 
from Newcaſtle to London had halted here two 
nights ago, and that it would be an eaſy matter to 
overtake it, if not the next day, at fartheſt, the day 
after the next.—This piece of news gave us ſome ſa- 
tisfaction, and, after having made a hearty ſupper on 
haſhed mutton, we were ſhewn to our room, which 
contained two beds, the one allotted for us, and the 
other for a very honeſt gentleman, who, we were 
told, was then drinking below. Though we could 
have very well diſpenſed with his company, we were 
glad to ſubmit to this diſpoſition, as there was not an- 
other bed empty in the houſe ; and accordingly went 
to reſt, after having ſecured our baggage under the 
bolſter. About two or. three a-clock in the morn- 
ing, I was waked out of a very profound ſleep, by a 
dreadful noiſe in the chamber, which did not fail to 
throw me into an agony of conſternation, when I 
heard theſe words pronounced with a terrible voice : 
, Blood and wounds! run the halbert into the 
« guts of him that's next you, and I'll blow the 
« other's brains out preſently. This dreadful ſalu- 
tation had no ſooner reached the ears of Strap, than 
ſtarting out of bed, he ran againſt ſomebody 1 the 
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dark, and overturned him in an inſtant; at the ſame 
time bawling out, Fire ! murder ! fire!“ a cry which 


in a moment alarmed the whole houſe, and filled our 


chamber with a croud of naked people. When lights 
were brought, the occaſion of all this diſturbance 
ſoon appeared; which was no other than our fellow- 
lodger, whom we found lying on the floor ſcratching 
his head, with a look teſtifying the utmoſt aſtoniſh- 
ment, at the concourſe of apparitions that ſurrounded 
.him.—This honeſt gentleman was, it ſeems, a re- 
cruiting ſerjeant, who, having liſted two country fel- 
lows over-night, dreamed they had mutinied, and 
threatened to murder him and the drummer who was 
along with him. This made ſuch an impreſſion on 
his imagination, that he got up in his ſleep, and ex- 
preſſed himſelf as above, When our apprehenſion 
of danger vaniſhed, the company beheld one another 
with great ſurprize and mirth ; but what attracted 
the notice of every one, was our landlady with no- 


thing on her but her ſhift and a large pair of buck- 


ſkin breeches with the backſide before, which ſhe had 
ſlipt on in the hurry, and her huſband with her pet- 
ticoat about his ſhoulders : one had wrapt himſelf in 
a blanket, another was covered with a ſheet, and the 
drummer, who had given his only ſhirt to be waſhed, 
appeared in cuerpo with the bolſter rolled about his 
middle.—When this affair was diſcuſſed, every body 


retired to his own apartment, the ſerjeant ſlipt into 


bed, and my companion and I flept without any fur- 
ther diſturbance till morning, when we got up, 
went to breakfaſt, paid our reckoning, and ſet for- 
ward in expectation of overtaking the waggon ; in 
which hope, however, we were diſappointed for that 
day. As we exerted ourfelves more than uſual, I found 
myſelf quite ſpent with fatigue, when we entered a 
{mall village in the twilight. We enquired for a 
public houſe, and were directed to one of 2 very 
ſorry appearance, At our entrance the landlord, who 
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ſeemed to be a venerable old man, with long grey | 
hair, roſe from a table placed by a large fire in a very | 
neat paved kitchen, and with a chearful countenance | 
accoſted us in theſe words : ** Salvete Pueri—ingre- 

& dimini.”—] was not a little pleaſed to hear our hoſt 

ö ſpeak Latin, becauſe I was in hope of recommending 

myſelf to him by my knowledge in that language; I 

| therefore anſwered without helitation, —** D://o.ve 


| 80 Vigus, ligna ſuper foro, — large repenens.“ I had no 
| ſooner pronounced theſe words, than the old gentleman 
| running towards me, ſhook me by the hand, crying, 
| * —bili mi delectiſſime] unde vents !—a ſuperts, ni 
& fallor 2” In ſhort, finding we were both read in 
the claſſics, he did not know how to teſtify his re- 
| gard enough; but ordered his daughter, a jolly roſy- 
cheeked damſel, who was his ſole domeſtic, to bring 
ö us a bottle of his quad! imun.repeating from Horace 
| at the lame time, Deprome quadrimum jdbina, O 7 ha- 
* liarche, merem diota.” This quadrimum was excel- 
lent ale of his own brewing, of which he told us he 
had always an amphora four years old, for the uſe of 
himſelf and friends. In the courſe of our converſati- 
on, which was interlarded with ſcraps of Latin, we 
i underſtood that this facetious perſon was a ſchool- 
i maſter, whoſe income being ſmall, he was fain to 
keep a glaſs of good liquor tor the entertainment of 
paſſengers, by which he made ſhift to make the two 
if ends of the year meet.—*.I am this day, ſaid he, 
1 „the happieſt old fellow in his majeſty's dominions, 
* My, wife, reſt her ſoul, is in heaven. My 
<< daughter is to be married next week ; but the 
< two chief pleaſures of my lite are theſe (pointing 
* to the bottle and a large edition of Horace that lay ( 
% 6n the table.) I am old, tis true, —what then ?. 
<< the more reaſon I ſhould enjoy the ſmall ſhare f 
« life that remains, as my friend Flaccus adviſes :— 
« Tu ne guæſieris ſcire (nifas.) Quem mibi, quem 
4 fili finem dis dederint Carpe diem quam mi- 


„„ pipe 


RoDdERICK RANDOM. Gr 


& nimum credula poſters,” - As he was very inquiſi- 
tive about our affairs, we made no ſcruple of ac- 
quainting him with our ſituation, which when he 
had learned, he enriched us with advices how to be- 
have in the world, telling us that he was no ſtranger 
to the deceits of mankind. —lIn the mean time he or- 
dered his daughter to lay a fowl to the fire for ſupper, 
for he was reſolved this night to regale his friends — 
permittens divis cetera—While our entertainment 
was preparing, our hoſt recounted the adventures of 
his own life, which, as they contain nothing remark- 
able, I forbear to rehearſe. When we had fared 
ſumptuouſly, and drank ſeveral bottles of his guzdri- 
mum, | expreſſed a deſire of going to reſt, which was 
with ſome difficulty complied with, after he had in- 
formed us that we ſhould overtake the waggon by 
noon next day; and that there was room enouzh in it 
for half a dozen, for there were only four paſſengers as 
yet in that convenience. Before my comrade and I 
fell aſleep we had ſome converſation about the good 
humour of our landlord, which gave Strap ſuch an 
idea of his benevolence, that he poſitively believed we 
ſhould pay nothing for our lodging and entertainment, 
—< Don't you obſerve, ſaid he, that he has con- 
« ceived a particular affection for us,—nay, even 
ce treated us at ſupper with extraordinary fare, which, 
© to be ſure, we ſhould not of ourſelves have called 
% for ?”—I was partly of Strap's opinion; but the 
experience I had of the world made me ſuſpend my 
belief till the morning, when getting up betimes, 
we breakfaſted with our hoſt and his daughter on 
haſty-pudding and ale, and deſired to know what 
we had to pay.—“ Biddy will let you know, 
«© gentlemen, ſaid he, for I never mind theſe matters. 
Money matters are beneath the concern of one 
* who lives upon the Horatian plan.—Creſcentem ſe- 
c quitur cura pecuniam.” Mean while Biddy having 
conſulted a ſlate that hung in the corner, told us, our 
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reckoning came to 8s. 7d. “Eight fhillings 
« and ſeven pence! cried Strap; 'tis impoſſible — 
« you mult be miſtaken, young woman. Reck- 
& on again, child (ſays her father, very deliberate- 
4e ly) perhaps you have miſcounted.”—* No indeed, 
« father (ſhe replied) I know my buſinefs better. 
I could contain my indignation no longer, but ſaid 
it was an unconſcionable bill, and demanded to know 
the particulars ; upon which the old man got up, 
muttering, Ay, ay, let us ſee the particulars, — 


that's but reaſonable.” — And taking pen, ink, and 


paper, wrote the following Items 
To bread and beer - - - 
To a fowl and ſauſages - =<. - 
To four bottles quadrim | 
To fire and tobacco "ol - 
To lodging —_ 5 
To breakfaſt „ 2 


|| 
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As he had not the appearance of a common mn. 
and had raifed a fort of veneration in me by his de- 
meanour the preceding night, it was not in my power 
to upbraid him as he deſerved; therefore I contented 
myſelf with ſaying, I was ſure he did not learn to be 
an extortioner from Horace. He anſwered, «© I was 
« but a young man, and did not know the world, 
« or I would not tax him with extortion, whoſe 
„ only aim was to live contentus parvo, and keep off 
« importuna paufertes.” — My fellow-traveller could 
not ſo eaſily put up with this impoſition ; but ſwore 
he ſhould either take one third of the money, or go 
without, —While we were engaged in this diſpute, I 
perceived the daughter go out, and, conjecturing 
the occaſion, immediately paid the exorbitant de- 
mand, which was no ſooner done, than Biddy re- 
turned with two ſtout fellows, who came in on pre- 
tence of taking their morning draught ; but in reali- 

| ty 


Rovterick RANDOM. 63 


ty to frighten us into compliance. Juſt as we de- 
parted, Strap, who was half diſtracted on account 
of this piece of expence, went up to the ſchool- 
maſter, and grinning in his face, pronounced with 
great emphaſis ; ©: Semper avarus eget.— To which 
the pedant replied, with a malicious ſmile ; ** Ani- 
& num rege, qui, niſi paret, imperat.” 
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' We deſcry the waggon — get into it ——arrive 
at an inn — our fellow travellers deſcribed -a 
miſtate is committed by Strap, which produces 
range things. | 


W E travelled half a mile without exchanging 
one word; my thoughts being engroſſed by 
the knavery of the world, to which I muſt be daily 
expoſed ; and the contemplation of my finances, 
which began ſenſibly to diminiſh..—At length Strap, 
who could hold no longer, addrefſed me thus :— 
« Well, fools and their money are ſoon parted. — 
&« Tf my advice had been taken, that old ſkin-flint 
* ſhould have been damn'd before he had got more 
& than the third of his demand. —Tis a ſure ſign 
« you came eaſily by your money, when you ſquan- 
der it away in this manner. —Ah, God help you, 
& how many briſly beards muſt I have mowed be- 
& fore I earned four ſhillings and three pence half- 
* penny, which is all thrown to the dogs ?— How 
& many days have I fat weaving hair, till my toes f 
&« were numbed by the cold, my fingers cramp'd, | 
& and my noſe as blue as the ſign of the periwig that | 
“ hung over the door? What the devil was you ? 
4% afraid of? I would have engaged to box with any 
one of thoſe fellows who came in, for a guinea. — 
£6 I'm 
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© I am ſure I have beat ſtouter men than either of 
« them.” —And indeed, my companion would have 
fought any body, when his life was in no danger ; 
but he had a mortal averſion to fire arms and all in- 
ſtruments of death. In order to appeaſe him, I 
aſſured him, no part of this extraordinary expence 
ſhould fall upon his ſhoulders ; at which declaration 
he was affronted, and told me, he would have me 
to know, that although he was a poor barber s boy, 
he had a foul to ſpend his money with the beſt {quire 
of the land. —Having walked all day at a great pace, 
without halting for a refreſhment, we deſcried to- 
wards the evening, to our inexpreſſible joy, the 
waggon about a quarter of a mile before us; and 
by that time we reached it, were both of us ſo 
weary, that I verily believe it would have been im- 
practicable for us to have walked one mile farther. — 
We therefore bargained with the driver, whoſe name 
was Joey, to give us a caſt to the next ſtage for a 
ſhilling ; at which place we ſhould meet the maſter 
of the waggon, with whom we might agree for the 
reſt of the journey. 

Accordingly the convenience ſtopt, and Joey hav- 
ing placed : jadder, Strap (being loaded with our 
baggage) mounted firſt ; but juſt as he was getting in, 
a tremendous voice aſſailed his ears in theſe words: 
God's fury! there ſhall no paſſengers come here.” 
— Ihe poor ſhaver was ſo diſconcerted at this ex- 
clamation, which both be and I imagined proceeded 
from the mouth of a giant, that he deſcended with 
great velocity, and a countenance as white as paper. 
— Joey perceiving our aſtoniſhment, called with an 
arch ſneer, Waunds, coptain, whay woan't yau 
ä ſooffer the poor waggoneer to meake a penny ?— 
„ Coom, coom, young man, get oop, get 00p,— 
„% never moind the coptain. I'ſe not afear'd of the 
% coptain.” This was not encouragement ſufficient 


to Strap, who could not be prevailed upon to ven- 
ture 
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ture up again; upon which I attempted, though not 


without a quaking heart, when I heard the ſame. 


voice muttering like diſtant thunder: Hell and the 
e devil confound me, if I don't make you ſmart for 
this! However I crept in, and by accident got 
an empty place in the ſtraw, which I immediately 
took poſſeſſion of, without being able to diſcern the 
faces of my fellow-travellers in the dark. Strap fol- 


lowing with the knapſack on his back, chanced to 
take the other ſide, and by a jolt of the carriage, 
pitched directly upon the ſtomach of the captain, 
who bellowed out in a moſt dreadful manner: Blood + 


e and thunder! where's my ſword ?” At theſe words, 


my frighted comrade ſtarted up, and at one ſpring 


bounced againk me with ſuch force, that I thought 


he was the ſuppoſed ſon of Anak, who intended toprels 


me to death. In the mean time a female voice cried, 
« Bleſs me! what is the matter, my dear? © The 
“ matter,” replied the captain, ** damn my blood! 
* my guts are ſqueezed into a pancake, by that 
« Scotchman's hump.” Strap trembling all the while 


at my back, aſked him pardon, and laid the blame . 


of what. had happened upon the jolting of the wag- 
gon, and the woman who ſpoke before, went on : 
«© Ay, ay, my dear, it is our own fault, we may 
„ thank ourſelves for all the inconveniencies we meet 
© with.—I thank God, I never travelled ſo before. 
« —TI'm ſure if my lady or Sir John was to know 
«© where we are, they would not ſleep this night for 
* vexation—I wiſh to God we. had writ for the cha- 
& riot: I know we ſhall never be forgiven.” 
Come, come, my dear, (replied the captain) it 
% don't ſignify fretting now,—we ſhall laugh it over 
* as a frolick—I hope you will not ſuffer in your 
“ health. —1 ſhall make my lord very merry with our 
„ adventures in the Diligence. — This diſcourſe gave 
me ſuch a high notion of the captain and his lady, 


that I durſt not venture to join in the converſation; 
but 
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but immediately after, another female voice began: 
<« Some people give themſelves a great many needleſs 


« airs—better folks than any here have travelled in 


«« waggons before now. Some of us have rode in 
«« coaches and chariots with three footmen behind 
them, without making ſo much fuſs about it. — 
« What then? we are now all upon a footing, 
therefore let us be ſociable and merry. What do 
« you ſay, Iſaac? Is not this a good motion, you 
doating rogue? — Speak, you old cent. per cent. for- 
nicator.— What deſperate debt are you thinking 
« of? What mortgage are you planning? Well, 
< Iſaac, poſitively you ſhall never gain my favour 
* till you turn over a new leaf; grow honeſt, and 
< live like a gentleman. —In the mean time, give me 
* a kiſs, you old fumbler.“ Theſe words, accom- 
panied with a hearty ſmack, enlivened the perſon to 


whom they were addreſſed, to ſuch a degree, that he 
cried in a tranſport, tho* with a faultering voice, 


* Ah! you wanton baggage—npon my credit, you 


& area waggiſh girl, he, he, he.” This laugh intro- 


duced a fit of conghing, which almoſt ſuffocated the 
poor uſurer (ſuch, we afterwards found, was the 
profeſſion of this our fellow - traveller. About this 
time I fell afteep, and enjoyed a comfortable nap till 


ſuch time as we arrived at the inn where we put up. 
—fere, having alighted from the waggon, I had 


an opportunity. of viewing the paſſengers in order as 
they entered. —The firſt who appeared was a briſk 


arry girl, about twenty years old, with a ſilver laced | 
hat on her head, inſtead of a cap, a blue ſtuff riding- 


ſuit trimmed with filver, very much tarniſhed, and a 


whip in her hand. —After her, came limping, an old 


man with a worſted night-cap, buttoned under his 
chin, and a broad brimmed hat ſlouched over it, an 
old ruſty blue cloak tied about his neck, under which 
appeared a brown furtout, that covered a thread-bare 
coat and waiſt- coat, and, as we afterwards diſcern- 


ed, 
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ed, a dirty flannel jacket. His eyes were hollow, 
bleared and gummy; his face was ſhiivelled into a 
thouſand wrinkles, his gums were deſtitute of teeth, 
his noſe ſharp and drooping, his chin peeked and 
prominent, ſo that, when he mumped or ſpoke, they 
approached one another like a pair of nut- crackers; 
he ſupported himſelf on an ivory Readed cane, and 
his whole figure was a juſt emblem of winter, fa- 
mine and avarice.—But how was I ſurprized, when 
I beheld the formidable captain in the ſhape of a little 
thin creature, about the age of forty, with a long 
withered viſage, very much reſembling that of a ba- 
boon, through the upper part of which, two little 
grey eyes peeped : He wore his own hair in a queue 
that reached to his rump, which immoderate lengt!:, 
I ſuppoſe, was the occaſion of a baldneſs that ap- 
peared on the crown of his head, when he deigned 
to take off his hat, which was very much of the 
ſize and cock of Piſtol's.— Having laid aſide his great 
coat, I could not help admiring the extraordinary 
make of this man of war : He was about five feet 
and three inches high, ſixteen inches of which went 
to his face and long ſcraggy neck; his thighs were 
about fix inches in length, his legs reſembling ſpindles 
or drum-ſticks, two feet and an half, and his body, 
which put me in mind of extenſion without ſub- 
ſtance, engroſſed the remainder ;—ſo that on the 
whole he appeared like a ſpider or graſhopper erect, 
— and was almoſt a vox et preterea nihil, —His dreſs 
conſiſted of a frock of what is called bear-ſkin, the 
Skirts of which were about half a foot long, an Huſ- 
ſar waiſt-coat, ſcarlet breeches reaching half-way 
down his thigh, worſted ſtockings rolled up almoſt 
to his groin, and ſhoes with wooden heels at leaſt 
two inches high ; he carried a ſword very near as 
long as himſelf in one hand, and with the other con- 
ducted his lady, who ſeemed to be a woman of his 
own age, and ſtill retained ſome remains of an agree- 

| able 
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able perſon; but ſo ridiculouſly affected, that had 1 
not been a novice in the world, I might have eaſily 
perceived in her, the deplorable vanity and ſecond- 
hand airs of a lady's woman. — We were all aſſem- 
bled in the kitchen, when captain Weazle (for that 
was his name) deſired a room with a fire for himſelf 
and ſpouſe ; and told the landlord, they would ſup by 
themſelves.—The inn-keeper replied, that he could 
not afford them a room by themſelves ; and as for 
ſupping, he had prepared victuals for the paſſengers 
in the waggon, without reſpect of perſons, but if he 
could prevail on the reſt to let him have his choice 
in a ſeparate manner, he ſhould be very well pleaſed, * 
This was no ſooner ſaid, than all of us declared a- 
gainſt the propoſal, and miſs Jenny (our other female 
paſſenger) obſerved, that if captain Weazel and his 
lady had a mind to ſup by themſelves, they might 
Wait until we ſhould have done.—At this hint, the 
Captain put on a martial frown and looked very big, 
without ſpeaking ; while his yoke fellow, with a diſ- 
dainful toſs of her noſe, muttered ſomething about 
Creature; which miſs Jenny over- hearing, 
ſtept up to her, ſaying, © None of your names, good 
Mrs. Abigail ;—creature quotha,—T'll aſſure you, 
No ſuch creature as you neither —no ten pound 
* ſneaker—no quality coupler.” — Here the captain 
interpoſed with a Damme, madam, what do you 
mean by that?? — “! Damn you, Sir, who are you? 
© (replied Miſs Jenny) who made you a captain, 
you pitiful, trencher- ſcraping, pimping curler ? 
<& —'Sdeath ! the army is come to a fine paſs, when 
„ ſuch fellows as you get commiſſions — What, I 
“ ſuppoſe you think I don't know you? Agad, 
« you and your helpmate are well met, —a caſt- off 
< miſtreſs, and a bald valet de chambre are well yoked 
<« together.” * Blood and wounds! (cried Weazel) 
«© d'ye queſtion the honour of my wife, madam !— 
& Hell and damnation! No man in England _ 

«« ay 


ROD ERICEK RANDOMu. 69 


« ſay ſo much. I would flea him, catbonado him! 
„% Fucy and deſtruction! I would have his liver for 
& my ſupper.” — So ſaying, he drew his {word and 
flouriſhed with it, to the great terror of Strap : while 
Miſs Jenny ſnapping her fingers, told him, ſhe did 
not value his reſentment a louſe. In the midſt of this 
quarrel, the maſter of the waggon alighted, who 
underſtanding the cauſe of rhe diſturbance, and fear- 
ing the captain and his lady would take umbrage, 
and leave his carriage, was at' great pains to have 
every thing made up, which he at laſt accompliſhed, 
and ve fat down to ſupper all together. At bed- 
time we were ſi:ewed to our apartments: The old 
uſurer, Strap and I, to one room; the captain, his 
wife, and Viis Jcuny to another —Abour midnight, 
my companion's boweis being difordered, he got up, 
in order to go backward ; but in his return, miſtak- 
ing one door for another, entered Weazel's cham- 
ber, and without any heſitation went to bed to his 
wife, who was faſt aſleep; the captain being at ano- 
ther end of the room groping for ſome empty veſſel, 
in lieu of his own chamber-pot, which was leaky : 
As he did not perceive Strap coming in, he went to- 
ward his own bed, after having found a convenience; 
but no ſooner did he feel a rough head covered with 
a cotton night-cap, than it came into his mind, that 
he had miſtaken Miſs Jenny's bed inſtead of his own, 
and that the head he felt was that of ſome pallant, 
with whom ſhe had made an aſſignation.—Full of this 
conjecture, and ſcandalized at the proſtitution of his 
apartment, he ſnatched up the veſſel he had juſt be- 
fore filled, and emptied it at once on the aſtoniſhed 
barber, and his own wite, who waking at that in- 
ſtant, broke forth into lamentable cries, which not 
only alarmed the huſband beyond meaſure, but frigh- 
tened poor Strap almoſt out of his ſenſes ; for he ve- 
rily belicved himſelf bewitched ; eſpecially when the 
incenſed captain ſeized him by the throat, with a vol- 


ley, 


matter, ſhe affected Y weep, told us, ſhe was afraid 
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ley of oaths, aſking him how he durſt have the pre- 
ſumption to attempt the chaſtity of his wife.—Poor 
Strap was ſo amazed and confounded, that he could 
ſay nothing, but, —* I take God to witneſs ſhe's a 
« virgin for me.” Mrs. Weazel, enraged to find 
herſelf in ſuch a pickle, through the precipitation of 
her huſband, aroſe in her ſhift, and with the heel 
of her ſhoe, which ſhe found by the bed-ſide, bela- 
boured the captain's bald pate, till he roared, Murs. 
& der. I'll teach you to empty your ſtink-pots on 
& me, cried ſhe, you pitiful, hop o' my thumb cox- 
« comb. What? I warrant you're jealous, you man 
& of lath. Was it for this I condeſcended to take 


4 you to my bed, you poor, withered ſapleſs twig ?” 


The noiſe, occaſioned by this adventure, had 


brought the maſter of the waggon and me to the door, 


where we overheard all that paſſed, with great ſatiſ- 
faction. In the mean time we were alarmed with 
the cry of Rape! Murder! Rape!” which Miſs 
Jenny pronounced with great vociferation.— O 
« you vile, abominable old villain, ſaid ſhe, would 
c you rob me of my virtue—But I'll be revenged of 
you, you old goat! I will I help! for hea- 
< yen's ſake ! help !—I1 ſhall be raviſhed ! ruined ! 
« help! Some ſervants of the inn, hearing this 
cry, came running up ſtairs with lights, and ſuch 
weapons as chance afforded ; when we beheld a very 
diverting ſcene.-In one corner ſtood the poor captain 
ſhivering in his ſhirt, which was all torn to rags ; 
with a woful viſage, ſcratched all over by his wife, 
who had by this time wrapt the counterpane about 
her, and fat ſobbing on the fide of her bed.—In the 
other end, lay the old uſurer ſprawling on Miſs Jen- 
ny's bed, with his flannel jacket over his ſhirt, and 
his tawny meagre limbs expoſed to the air ; while 


. the held him faſt by the two ears, and loaded him 


with execrations.— When we aſked what was the 


that 
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RopbE RICE RANDOM. 71 


that wicked rogue had ruined her in her ſleep, and 
bad us take notice of what we ſaw, for ſhe intended 
to make uſe of our evidence againſt him, The poor 
wretch looked like one more dead than alive, and 
begged to be releaſed; a favour which he had no 
ſooner obtained, than he proteſted ſhe was no woman, 
but a devil incarnate — that ſhe had firſt ſeduced his 
fleſh to rebel, and then bctrayed him. Nes, 
« cockatrice (continued he) you know you laid this 
* ſnare for me - but you ſhan't ſucceed—for I will 
hang myſelf before you ſhall get a farthing of me.” 
—S0 laying, he crawled to his own bed, groaning al 
the way.—We then advanced to the captain, who 
told us, Gentlemen, here has been a damn'd miſ- 
take; but I'll be revenged on him who was the 
« occaſion of it. That Scotchman who carries the 
« Kknapſack ſhall not breathe this vital air another 
4% day, if my name be Weazel. My dear, I aſk 
« you ten thouſand pardons ; you are ſenſible I could 
« mean no harm to you.” —** I know not what you 
«© meant (replied ſhe ſighing) but I know I have got 
c enough to ſend me to my grave.” —At length they 
were reconciled. ——The wife was complimented with 
a ſhare of Miſs Jenny's bed (her own being over- 
flowed) and the maſter of the waggon invited Weazel 
to ſleep the remaining part of the night with him. I 
retired to mine, where I found Strap mortally afraid, 
he having ſtole away in the dark, while the captain 
and his lady were at logger-heads. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. XII. 


Captain Weazel challenges Strap, who declines the 
combat an affair between the captain and me 
he uſurer is fain to give miſs Jenny five 
guineas for a releaſe—we are in danger of 
lofiug a-mecl—the behaviour of Weazel, Jenny 
and Joey on thit occafion—an account of cag- 
tain Weazel and his lady—the captain's cou- 
rage tried Iſaac's mirth at "” coptain's ex- 


| pence. 


EXT morning, I agreed to give the maſter of 
the waggon ten ſhillings for my paſſage to 
London, provided Strap ſhould be allowed to take 
my place when I ſhould be diſpoſed to walk. At 


the ſame time I defired him to appeaſe the incenfed 


captain, who hid entered the kitchen, with a 


drawn {word in his hand, and threatned with many 


oaths, to ſacrifice the villain, who attempted to 
violate his bed ; but it was to no purpoſe for the 
maſter to explain the miſtake, and aſſure him of the 

or lad's innocence, who ſtood trembling behind 
rhe all the while : the more ſubmiſſion that appeared 
in Strap, the more implacable ſeemed the reſentment 
of Weazel, who {wore he mult either fight him, or 


he would inſtantly put him to death. I was extremely 


rovoked at this inſolence, and told him, it could 
not be ſuppoſed that a poor barber lad would engage 
a man of the {word at his own weapon; but I was 
tſuaded he would wreſtle or box with him. To 
which propoſal Strap immediately gave aſſent, by 
ſaying, he would box with him for a guinea. 


Weazel replied, with a look of diſdain, that it was be- 
\, - neath 
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neath any gentleman of his character to fight like a 
porter, or even to put himſelf on a footing, in any 
reſpect, with ſuch a fellow as Strap. Os bodi- 
« kins! (cries Joey) ſure coptain, yaw would not 
„ coommit moorder ! Here's a poor lad that is wil- 
« ling to make atoonement for his offence ; and an 
de that woan't ſatisfie yaw, offers to fight yaw fairly. 
& Aud yaw woan't box, I dare ſay, he will coodgel 
& with yaw. —Woan't yaw, my lad ?”— Strap, after 
ſome heſitation, anſwered, ** Ye—yes, I'll cudgel 
« with him. But this expedient being alſo rejected 
by the captain, | began to ſmell his character, and 
tipping Strap the wink, told the company that I 
had always heard it ſaid, the perſon who receives a 
challenge ſhould have the choice of the weapons; 
this therefore being the rule in point of honour, I 
would venture to promiſe on the head of my compa- 
nion, that he would even fight captain Weazel at 
ſharps ; but it ſhould be with ſuch ſharps as Strap 
was beſt acquainted with, namely razors.— At my 
mentioning razors, I could perceive the captain's . 
colour change, while Strap, pulling me by the ſleeve, 
whiſper'd with great eagerneſs; © No, no, no; 
& for the love of God, don't make any ſuch bar- 
„% gain.” At length Weazel, recovering himſelf, 
turned towards me, and, with a ferocious counte- 
nance, aſked “ Who the devil are you ?—— will you 
fight me?” With theſe words putting himſelf in a 
poſture, I was grievoully alarmed at ſeeing the point 
of a ſword within half a foot of my breaſt ; and 
ſpringing to one fide ſnatched up a ſpit that ſtood in 
the chimney corner. with which I kept my formida- 
ble adverſary at bay, who made a great many halt- 
longes, ſkipping backward at every pulh, till at laſt 

pinned him up in a corner, to the no ſmall diver- 
ſion of the company. While he was in this ſitua- 
tion, his wife entered, and ſeeing her huſband in 
theſe dangerous circumſtances, uttered a dreadful 

You L E {cream : 
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ſcream: In this emergency, Weazel demanded a 
ceſſation, which was immediately granted; and at 
laſt was contented with the ſubmiſſion of Strap, who, 
falling on his knees before him, proteſted the inno- 
cence of his intention, and asked pardon for the 
miſtake he had committed. This affair being ended 
without bloodſhed, we went to breakfaſt, but miſſed 
two of our company, namely, mils Jenny and the 


uſurer. As for the firſt, Mrs. Weazel informed us, 


that ſhe had kept her awake all night with her groans; 


and that when ſhe roſe in the morning, miſs fenny 


was ſo much indiſpoſed, that ſhe could not proceed 
on her journey. At that inſtant, a meſſage came 
from her to the maſter of the waggon who imme- 
diately went into her chamber, followed by us all. 
She told him, in a lamentable tone, that ſhe was afraid 
of a miſcarriage, owing to the fright ſhe received laſt 
night, from the brutality of Iſaac; and as the event 
was uncertain, deſired the uſurer might be detained 
to anſwer for the conſequence, Accordingly this an- 
cient Tarquin was found in the waggon, whither he 
had retired to avoid the ſhame of laſt night's diſgrace, 
and brought by force into her preſence. He no ſoon- 
er appeared, than ſhe began to weep and ſigh moſt 
piteouſly, and told us, if ſhe died. ſhe would leave 
her blood upon the head of that raviſher. Poor Iſaac 
turned up his eyes and hands to heaven, praycd that 
God would deliver him from the machinations of that 
Jezabel ; and aſſured ns, with tears in his eyes, that his 
being found in bed with her, was the reſult of her 
own invitation. The waggoner, underſtanding the 
caſe, advifed Iſaac to make it up, by giving her a ſum 
of money: to which advice he replicd with great 
vehemence, A ſnm of money !—a halter for the 
„ cocatrice !''=——< O! ?tis very well (ſaid miſs ſen- 
% ny: (I ſee it is in vain to attempt that flinty heart 
© of his, by fair means.—Joey, be ſo good as to go 


d to the Juſtice, and tell him there is a ſick perſon 
«© here, 
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« here, who wants to ſee him on an affair of con- 
« ſequence.” At the name of Juſtice, Iſaac trem- 
bled, and, bidding Joey ſtay, aſked with a quavering 
voice hat ſhe ſhould have?“ She told him, that 
as he had not perpetrated his wicked purpoſe, ſhe 
would be ſatisfied with a ſmall matter. And though 
the damage ſhe might ſuſtain in her health, might 
be irreparable, ſhe would give him a releaſe for an 
hundred guineas.—** An hundred guineas! (cried he 
jn an extaſy:) an hundred furies !-- Where ſhould a 
e poor old wretch like me, have an hundred guineas ? 
« {[f I had ſo much money, d'ye think I ſhould be 
c found travelling in a waggon, at this ſeaſon of the 
« year! Come, come {replied Jenny:, None 
&« of your miſerly artifice here, —You think I don't 
© know Iſaac Rapine, the money-broker in the 
% Minorfes.— Ah! you old rogue! many a pawn 
have you had of me and my acquaintance, which 
« was never redeemed.”--Ifaac, finding it was in vain 
to diſguiſe himſelf, offered twenty ſhillings for a diſ- 
charge, which ſhe abſolutely refuſed under fifty 
pounds : At laſt, however, ſhe was brought down 
to five, which he paid with great reluctancy, rather 
than be proſccuted for a rape. After which accom- 
modation the ſick perſon made ſhift to get into the 
waggon, and we fet forwards in great tranquility, 
Strap being accommodated with Joey's horſe, the 
driver himſelf chooſing to walk.—This morni g and 
forenoon we were entertained with an account of the 
valour of captain Weazel, who told us he had once 
knocked down a ſoldier that made game of him; 
tweaked a drawer by the noſe, who found fault with 
his picking his teeth with a fork, at another time; and 
that he had moreover challenged a cheeſe-mooger, 
who had the preſumption to be his rival: for the 


truth of which exploits he appealed to his wife. — She 

confirmed whatever he ſaid, and obſerved * the laſt 

affair happened that very day on which I received a 
E 2 


„ love- 
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love · letter from {quire Gobble; — and don't yon 
„ remember, my dear, I was prodigioully ſick that 


very night with eating ortolans, when my lord 


% Diddle took notice of my complexion's being al- 
6 tered, and my lady was ſo alarmed, that ſhe had 
„well nigh fainted,” «© Yes, my dear (replied 
* the captain) you know, my lord ſaid to me, with 
« a fneer, —-* Billy, Mrs. Weazel is certainly 
* breeding.” And I aniwered cavalierly, “My 
& Jord, I wiſh I could return the compliment.” — 
«© Upon which the whole company broke out into an 
c immoderate fit of laughter; and my lord, who 
« loves a repartee dearly, came round and buſted 
. . We travelled in this manner five days, 
without interruption, or meeting any thing worth no- 
tice: Miſs Jenny (who ſoon recovered her ſpirits) 
entertaining us every day with diverting ſongs, of 
which ſhe could ſing a great number; and rallying 
her old gallant, who notwithſtanding would never be 
reconciled to her, On the ſixth day, while we were 
about to fit down to dinner, the inn-keeper came and 


told ns, that three gentlemen, juſt arrived. had or- 


dered the victuals to be carried to their apartment, 
altho' he had informed them that they were beſpoke 
by the paſſengers in the-waggon. To which informa- 
tion they had replied, © The paſſengers in the wag- 
« gon might be damn'd—their betters muſt be ſerved 
% before them, they ſuppoſed it would be no hard- 
« ſhip on ſuch travellers to dine upon bread and 
« cheeſe for one day.” — This was a terrible diſap- 
pointment to us all; and we laid our heads together 
how to remedy it; when Miſs Jenny obſerved that 
captain Weazel, being by profeſſion a ſoldier, ought 
in this caſe to protect and prevent us from being in- 
ſulted But the captain excuſed himſelf, ſaying, he 
would not for all the world be known to have travel- 
led in a waggon ; ſwearing at the ſame time, that 


could he appear with honour, they ſhould eat his 
Word 
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ford ſooner than his proviſion.— Upon this decla- 
ration, miſs Jenny ſnatching his weapon, drew it, 
and ran immediately to the kitchen, where ſhe 
threatned to put the cook to death, it he did not ſend 
the victuals into our chamber immediately. The 
noiſe ſhe made, brought the three ſtrangers down, 
one of whom no ſooner perceived her, than he cried, 


Hal Jenny Ramper ! what the devil brought thee 


„ hither ? ”—*<* My dear Jack Rattle! (replied ſhe, 
« running into his arms) is it you? - Then Weazel 
may go to hell for a dinner ſhall dine with you.” 
— They conſented to this propoſal with a great deal 
of joy; and we were on the point of being reduced 
to a very uncon . fortable meal, when Joey underſtand- 
ing the whole affair, entered the kitchen with a pitch» 
fork in his hand, and ſwore he would be the death of 
any man who ſhould pretend to ſeize the victuals pre- 
pared for the waggon.—T'his menace had like to have 
produced fatal conſequences; the three ſtrangers 
drawing their ſwords, and bcing joined by their ſer- 
vants, and we ranging ourſelves on the fide of Joey ; 
when the landlord interpoſing, offered to part with 
his own dinner to keep the peace, which was accept- 
ed by the ſtrangers; and we ſat down at table with- 
out any further moleſtation. In the aiternoon, I 
choſe to walk along with Joey, and Strap took my 
place. Having entered into a converſation with this 
driver, I ſoon ſound kim to be a merry, facetious, 
good-natured fellow, and withal very arch: He in- 
formed me, that mils Jenny was a common girl upon + 
the town, who falling into company with a recruit- 
lug officer, he carried her down in the ſtage- coach 
from London to Newcaſtle, where he had been 
arreſted for debt, and was now in priſon ; upon 
which ſhe was fain to retura to her former way 
of life, by this conveyance. He told me like- 
wiſe, that one of the gentlemen's ſervants, whom 
we left at the inn, having accidentally ſeen 
Weazel, immediately knew him, and acquainted 


E 3 Joey 
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Joey with ſome particulars of his character. That 
he had ſerved my lord Frizzle in quality of valet de 
chambre many years; while he lived ſeparate from 
his lady : but upon their reconciliation, ſhe expreſly 
inſiſted upon Weazel's being turned off, as well as 
the woman he kept : when his lordſhip, to get rid of 
them both with a good grace, propoſed that he ſhould 
marry his miſtreſs, and he would procure a com- 
miſſion for him in the army. T his expedient was 
agreed to, and Weazel is now, by his lordſhip's in- 
tereſt, enſign in 's regiment. I found he and I 
had the ſame fentiments with regard to Weazel's cou- 
rage, which we reſolved to put to the trial, by alarming 
the paſſengers with the cry of, © an highwayman !” 
as ſoon as an horſeman ſhould appear, This ſcheme 
we put in practice towards the duſk, when we de- 
{cried a man on horſeback approaching us. Joey 
had no ſooner intimated to the people in the waggon, 
that he was afraid we ſhould be all robbed, than a 
general conſternation aroſe : Strap jumped out of the 
waggon and hid himſelf behind a hedge. The uſurer 
put forth ejaculations, and made a ruſtling among the 
ſtraw, which made us conjecture he had hid ſome- 


thing under it. Mrs. Weazel wringing her hands, 
uttered lamentable cries; and the captain, to our great 


amazement, began to ſnore ; but this artifice did not 
ſacceed ; for Miſs Jenny, ſhaking him by the ſhoul- 
der, bawl'd out, „ 'Sdeath ! captain, is this a time 
* to ſnore, when we are going to be robbed ?—Get 
cup for ſhame, and behave like a ſoldier and a man 
*« of honour.” —Weazel pretended to be in a great 
paſſion for being diſturbed, and {wore he would have 
his nap out if all the highwaymen in England ſur- 
rounded him.—** D—n my blood! what are you 
< afraid of? (continued he;) at the ſame time trem- 
bling with ſuch agitation, that the whole carriage 
ſhook. This ſingular piece of behaviour incenſed 


Miſs Ramper fo much, that ſhe cried * D—n your 
« pitiful 


„% What's the matter? 
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< pitiful ſoul, you are as arrant a poltroon as ever 
vas drummed out of a regiment. — Stop the wag- 
„gon, Joey—let me get out, and by G—d, if I 
„ have rhetorick enough, the thief ſhall not only 
take your purſe, but your ſkin alſo.”—So ſaying 
ſhe leapt out with great agility. By this time the 
horſeman came up with ns, and happened to be a 
gentleman's ſervant well known to Joey, who com- 
municated the ſcheme, and deſired him to carry it on 
a little further, by going up to the waggon, and 
queſtioning thoſe within, Ihe ſtranger conſenting 
for the fake of diverſion, approached it, and in a ter- 
rible tone, demanded, ** who have we got here?“ 
— aac replied with a lamentable voice, “ Here's a 
* poor miſerable ſinner, who has got a ſmall family 
© to maintain, and nothing in the world wherewith- 
all, but theſe fifteen ſhillings, which if you rob 
« me of, we mult all ſtarve together — “ Who's 
« that ſobbing in the other corner?“ (ſaid the ſup- 
poſed highwayman.) A poor unfortunate woman, 
* (anſwered Mrs, Weazel) upon whom I beg you 
„ for Chriſt's ſake to have compaſſion.” —*: Are 
« you maid or wife?“ (ſaid he) Wie io my ſor- 
* row,” (cried ſhe)—* Who, or where is your 
© huſband ?” (continued he) — My huſband, (re- 
* plied Mrs. Weazel) is an officer in the army, and 
*« was left ſick at the laſt inn where we dined.” —— 
* You muſt be miſtaken, madam, (ſaid he) for I 
% mylelt ſaw him get into the waggon this afternoon : 
*« —But pray what ſmell is that? Sure your lap-dog 
& has. betouled himſelf; — let me catch hold of the 
« naſty cur, I'll teach him better manners.” Here 
he laid hold of one of Weazle's legs, and pulled him 
out from under his wife's petticoats where he had 
concealed himſelf. —The poor trembling captain be- 
ing detected in this inglorious ſituation, rubbed his 
eyes, and affecting to wake out of ſleep, cried, 
What's the matter?“ — 
E 4 % 'The 
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«« The matter is not much, (anſwered the horſeman) 
« T only called in to enquire after your health, and 
* fo adieu, moſt noble captain.“ -So ſaying, he clap- 
ped ſpurs to his horſe, and was out of ſight in a mo- 
ment.—ſt was ſome time before Weazel could re- 
collect himſelf, but at length, re- aſſuming the big 
look, he ſaid, Damn the fellow ! why did he ride 
away, before I had time to alk him how his lord 
« and lady do? Don't you remember Tom, my 
dear?“ addreſſing himſelf to his wife.—“ Yes, 
<« (replied ſhe) I think I do remember ſomething of 
« the fellow. but you know I ſeldom converſe with 
„ people of his ſtation.” “ Hey day! (cried Joey) 
« do yaw knaw the young mon, coptain ?”--** Know 
* him, (ſaid Weazel) many a time has he filled a 
4 glaſs of Burgundy for me, at my lord Trippit's 
„table.“ And what may his neame be, coptain ?'? 
(ſaid Joey)“ His name !--his name, (replied Weazel) 
is Tom Rinſer,”—* Waunds ! (cried Joey) a has 
<< changed his own neame then! for I ſe lay any wa- 
« ger he was chriſtened John Trotter.” This ob- 
ſervation raiſed a laugh apainſt the captain, who 


ſeemed very much difconcerted ; when Iſaac broke 


ſilence, and faid, ** It is no matter who or what he 
was, fince he has not proved the robber we ſuſ- 
« pected - And we onght to bleſs God for our nar- 
row eſcape.“ - Bleſs God, (ſaid Weazel) bleſs the 
« devil! for what? had he been a highwayman, I 
« ſhould have eat his blood, body and guts, before 
„ he had robbed me. or any one in this Diligence.“ 
Ha, ha, ha, ! (cried Miſs Jenny) I believe you will 
«eat all you kill indeed, captain.”--The uſurer was 
ſo well pleaſed at the event of this adventure, that 
* not refrain from being ſevere, and took no- 


rice that captain Weaſel ſeemed to be a good Chriſ- 


tian, for he had armed himſelf with patience and re- 
ſignation, inſtead of carnal weapons; and worked 
out his ſalvation with fear and trembling. I his picce 


of 


* 
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of ſatire occaſioned a great deal of mirth at Weazel's 
expence, who muttered a great many oaths, and 
threatned to cut Iſaac's throat. The uſurer taking 
hold of this menace, ſaid + Gentlemen and ladies, I 
« take you all to witneſs, that my life is in danger 
« from this bloody minded officer, —TI1l have him 
« bound over to the peace.” This ſecond ſneer pro- 
cured another laugh againſt him, and he remained 
creſt-fallen during the remaining part of our journey. 


TOTS TOTS OEOTPISISIO TRIO FOTO LOTS TS FLOPS LOTS, 
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Strap and ] are terrified by an apparition 
Straps conje ture the myſtery expla ned by 
Joey - che arrive at London-——our dreſs 
and appearance deſcriked——we are inſulted 
in the ptreet ——an adventure in an ale-houſe 

we are impoſed upon by a waggiſh feot- 

man —— ſet to rights by a t:bacconiſt ——take 
lodgings aide fer a dinzer an 
accident at Our ordinary. 


* E arrived at our inn, ſupped and went to bed; 
but Strap's diſtemper continuing, he was ob- 
liged to rife in the middle of the night, and taking 
the candle in his hand, which he had left burning for 
the purpoſe, he went down to the houſe of office, 
hence in a ſhort time he returned in a great hurry, 
with his hair ſtanding on end, and a look betokening 
ho:ror and aſtoniſhment. Without ſpeaking a word, 
He ſet down the light and jumped into bed behind me, 
where he lay and trembled with great violence. When 
I alkxed him what was the matter? he replied with a 
broken acceat, God have mercy on us 1 | have ſeen 
the devil.“ — Though my prejudice was not quite 
ſo ſt:ong as his 1 was not a little alarmed at this ex- 
Clamation, and much more fo, when | heard the ſound 
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of bells approaching our chamber, and felt my bed- 


fellow cling cloſe to me, uttering theſe words © Chriſt 
* have mercy upon us | there he comes.” —At that 
inſtant, a monſtrous over-grown raven entered our 
chamber, with bells at his feet, and made directly 
towards our bed. As this creature is reckoned in our 
country, a common vehicle for the devil and witches 
to play their pranks in, I verily believed we were 
haunted ; and in a violent fright, ſhrunk under the 
bed-cloaths. This terrible apparition leapt upon the 
bed, and after giving us ſeveral ſevere dabbs with its 
beak through the blankets, hopped away and vaniſh- 
ed. Strap and I recommended ourſelves to the pro- 
tection of heaven with great devotion, and when we 
no longer heard the noiſe, ventured to peep up and 
take breath, But we had not been long freed from this 
phantom, when another appeared thar had well nigh 
deprived us both of our ſenſes. We perceived an old 
man enter the room, with a long white beard that 
reached to his middle ; there was a certain wild pecu- 
liarity in his eyes and countenance, that did not favour 
of this world: and his dreſs conſiſted of a brown fluff 
coat, buttoned behind and at the wriſts, with an odd 
faſhioned cap of the ſame ſtuff upon his head.—I was 
ſo amazed that I had not power to move my eyes 
from ſuch a ghaſtly object, but lay motionleſs, and 
ſaw him come ſtraight up to me: when he reached the 
bed he wrung his hands, and cried with a voice that 
did not ſeem to belong to a human creature; W here 
„ is Ralph?“ I made no reply; upon which he re- 
peated in an accent ſtill more preternatural; Where 
% is Ralpho?”—He had no ſooner pronounced theſe 
words, than I heard the ſound of the bells at a 
diſtance ; which the apparition having liſtned to, 
tript away, and left me almoſt petrified with fear, It 
was a good while before I could recover myſelf fs 
far as to ſpeak: and when at length I turned to 


Strap, I found him in a fit, which however, did not 
lait 


. 
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lat long When he came to himſelf, I aſked his 
opinion of what had happened; and he aſſured me 
that the firſt muſt certainly be the ſoul of ſome perſon 
damned, which appeared by the chains about its legs 
(for his fears had magnified the creature to the bigneſs 
of a horſe, and the ſound of ſmall morrice bells to the 
clanking of maſſy chains.) - As for the old man, he 
took it to be the ſpirit of ſomebody murdered long 
ago in this place, which had power granted it to tore + 
ment the aſſaſſin, in the ſhape of a raven, and that 
Ralpho was the name of the ſaid murtherer.--Although 
I had not much faith in this interpretation, I was too 
much troubled to enjoy any ſleep; and in all my future 
adventures never paſſed a night ſo ill. In the morn- 
ing, Strap imparted the whole affair to Joey, who, 
after an immoderate fit of laughter, explained the 
matter, by telling him the old man was the landlord's 
father, who had been an idiot ſome years, and divert- 
ed himſelf with a tame raven, which, it ſeems, had 
hopped away from his apartment in the night, and 
induced him to follow it to our chamber, where he 
had enquired after it, under the name of Ralpho. 
Nothing remarkable happened during the remain- 
ing part of our journey, which continued ſix or ſeven 
days longer; At length we entered the great city, 
and lo ged all night at the inn where the waggon 
put up,—Next morning, all the paſſengers parted 
different ways; while my companion and I ſallied 
out to enquire for the member of parliament, to 
whom I bad a letter of recommendation from Mr, 
Crab. As we had diſcharged our lodging at the 
inn, Strap took upour baggage, and marched behind 
me in the ſtreet with the knapſack on his back, as 
uſual, ſo that we made a very whimſical appearance. 
I had dreſſed myſelf to the greateſt advantage ; that 
is, put on a clean ruffled ſhirt, and my beſt thread 
ſtockings : my hair (which was of the deepeſt red) 
hung down upon my ſhoulders, as lank and ſtreight 


as a pound of candles; and the ſkirts of my coat 
E 6 reached 
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reached to the middle of my leg: my waiſtcoat and 
breeches were of the ſame picce, and cut in the ſame 
taſte ; and my hat very much reſembled a barber's ba- 
fon, in the ſhallowneſs of the crown and narrowneſs of 
the brims. Strap was habited in a much leſs aukward 
Manner ; but a ſhort crop-eared wig that very much 
reſembled Scrub's in the play, and the knapſack on 
his back, .added to what is called a queer phiz, occa- 
lioned by a long chin, an hook noſe and high cheek 
bones, rendered him on the whole a very fit ſubject 
of mirth and pleaſantry. As we walked along, Strap, 
at my delire, enquired of a carman whom we mer, 
whereabouts Mr. Cringer lived; —and was anſwered, 
by a ſtare accompanied with the word,“ Anan !” 
Upon which I came up, in order to explain the queſ- 
tion, but had the misfortune to be unintelligible 
Jikewiſe, the carman damning us for a louſy Scotch 
guard, and whipping his horſes witha © Gee ho!“ 
which nettled me to the quick, and #ouſed the indig- 
nation of Strap ſo far, that after the fellow was gone 
a good way, he told me he would fight him for a far- 
thing.--While we were deliberating upon what was to 
be done, an hackney coachman driving ſoftly along, 
and perceiving us ſtanding by the kennel, came up 
cloſe to us, and calling, A coach, maſter !”” by a 
dexterons management of the reins, made his horſes 
fumble in the wet, and bedaub us all over with mud. 
—After which exploit he drove on, applauding him- 
{elf with a hearty laugh, in which ſeveral people joined, 
to my great mortification; but one more com paſſion- 
ate than the reſt ſeeing us ſtrangers, adviſed me to 
£0 into an ale houſe, and dry myſelf. J thanked him 
for his advice, which I immediately complied with; 
and going into the houſe he pointed ont, called for a 
pot of beer, and ſat down by a fire in the public room, 
where we cleaned ourſelves as well as we conld —In 
the mean time, a wag who fat in a box, ſmoaking 
his pipe, unde landing by oar dialect that we _ 

rom 
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from Scotland, came up to me, and, with a grare 
countenance, aſked how long J had been caught? 
As I did not know the meaning of this queſtion, I 

made no anſwer ; and he went on, ſaying, it could 

not be a great while, for my tail was not yet cut; at 

the ſame time taking hold of my hair, and tipping 

the wink to the reſt of the company, which ſeemed 

highly entertained with his wit. — I was incenſed 

at this uſage, but afraid of refenting it, becauſe 1 

happened to þe in a ſtrange place, and perceived the 

perſon who ſpoke to me, was a brawny fellow, for 

whom I thought myſelf by no means a match. How- 

ever, Strap having either more courage or leſs cantion, 

could not put up with the inſults that I ſuffered ; but 

told him in a peremptory tone, “ He was an uncivil 

fellow, for making ſo free wirh his betters.“ 

Then the wit going toward him, aſked, What he 

had got in his knapſack? © Is it oat-meal or brim- 

4 ſtone, Sawney ?” ſaid he) ſeizing him by the 
chin, which he ſhook to the inexpreflible diverſion 
of all preſent. My companion feeling himſelf aſſault- 
ed in ſuch an opprobrious manner, diſengaged him- 
ſelf in a trice, and lent his antagoniſt ſuch a box on 
the ear, as made him ſtagger to the other fide of the 
room ; and in a moment, a ring was formed for the 
combatants,—Seeing Strap beginning to ſhip, and 
my blood being heated with indignation, which ba- 
niſhed all other thoughts, I-undrefſed myſelf to the 
ſein in an inſtant, and declared, that as the affront 
that occaſioned the quarrel was offered to me, I 
would fight it out myleit; upon which one or two 
cried out, That's a brave *cotch boy; you ſhall 
„have fair play, by G—d.” This aſſuranee gave me 
freſh ſpirits, and going up to my adverſary, who by his 
pale countenance did not ſeem much inclined to the 
battle, I ſtruck him ſo hard on the ſtomach that he 
reeled over a bench, and fell to the ground. Then J 
attempted to keep him down, in order to improve my 
ſucceſs, 
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ſucceſs, according to the manner of my own country; 
but was reſtrained by the ſpectators, one of whom 
endeavoured to raiſe up my opponent, but in vain; 
for he proteſted he would not fight, for he was not 
quite recovered of a late illneſs. -I was very well 
pleaſed with this excuſe, and immediately dreſſed my- 
ſelf, having acquired the good opinion of the com- 
pany for my bravery, as well as of my comrade : trap, 
who ſhook me by the hand, and wiſhed me joy of the 
victory. — After having drank our pot, and dried our 
cloaths, we enquired of the landlord it he knew Mr. 
Cringer the member of parliament, and were amazed 
at his replying in the negative ; for we imagined, he 
muſt be altogether as conſpicuous here, as in the bo- 
rough he repreſented ; but he told us we might poſ- 
ſibly hear of him as we paſſed along. We betook our- 
ſelves therefore to the ſtreet, where, ſeeing a footman 
ſtanding at a door, we made up to him, and aſked if 
he knew where our patron lived? This member of 
the party-coloured fraternity, ſurveying us both very 
minutely, ſaid he knew Mr. Cringer very well, and 
bade us turn down the firſt ſtreet on our left, then turn 
to the right, and then to the left again, after which pe- 
rambulation we would obſerve a lane, through which 
we muſt paſs, and at the other end we ſhould find an 
alley that leads to another ſtreet, where we ſhould ſee 
the ſigu of the Thiſtle and three Pedlars, and there he 
lodged. — We thanked him for his information, and 
went forwards, Strap telling me, that he knew this per- 
ſon to be an honeſt friendly man by his countenance, {; 
before he opened his mouth; in which opinion I acqui- 
eſced, aſcribing his good manners to the company he 
daily ſaw in the houſe where he ſerved. We follow- 
ed his directions punctually, in turning to the left 
and to the right, and to the left again; but inſtead of 
ſeeing a lane before us, found ourſelves at the ſide of 
the river, a circumſtance that perplexed us not a little; 
and my fellow - traveller ventured to pronounce, that 2 
ha 
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had certainly miſſed our way. —By this time we were 
pretty much fatigued with our walk, and not know-, 

ing how to proceed, | went into a ſmall ſnuff-ſho 
hard by, encouraged by the ſign of the highlander, 
where | found, to my inexpreſſible ſatisfaQtion, the 
ſhop-keeper was my countryman —He was no ſoon- 
er informed of our peregrination, and the directions 
we had received from the footman, than he informed 
us we had been impoſed upon, telling us, Mr. Cring- 
er lived in the other end of the town ; and that it 
would be to no purpoſe for us to go thither to-day, 
for by that time he was gone to the Houſe, —I then 
alked if he could recommend us to a lodging, He 
readily gave us a line to one of his acquaintance 
who kept a chandler's ſhop not far from St. Mar- 
tin's Lane; there we hired a bed-room, up two 
pair of ſtairs, at the rate of 25. per week, fo very 
ſmall, that when the bed was let down, we were 
obliged to carry out every other piece of furniture 
that belonged to the apartment, and uſe the'bedſtead 
by way of chairs. —About dinner-time, our landlord 
aſked us how we propoſed to live ? To which interro- 
ation we anſwered, that we would be directed by him. 
„ Well then (ſays he) there are two ways of eating 
* in this town, for people of your condition; the 
% one more creditable and expenſive than the other: 
<« the firſt, is to dine at an eating-houſe frequented 
«© by well-drefled people only, and the other is called 
diving, practiſed by thoſe who are either obliged or 
* inclined to live frugally.”--I gave him to underſtand 
that provided the laſt was not infamous, it would ſuit 
much better with our circumſtances than the other. — 
Infamous! (cried he) God forbid, there are many cre- 
0 ditable people, rich people, ay and fine people, that 
ce dive every day. I have ſeen many a pretty gentleman 
with a laced waiſtcoat, dine in that manner, very 
c comfortably, for three pence haltpenny, and go after- 
« wards to the coffee-houſe, where he made a figure 
3 « with 
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« with the belt lord in the land ;— but your own eyes 
&. ſhall bear witneſs I will go along with you to-day 
te and introduce you. le accordingly conducted us 
to a certain lane, where ſtopping, he bade us obſerve 
him, and do as he did, and walking a few paces, 
dived into a cellar and diſappeared in an inſtant, - I 
followed his example, and deſcending very ſuccelsfully, 
found mylelt in the middle of a cook's ſhop, al- 
moſt ſuffocated with the ſteams of boiled beef, 
and ſurrounded by a company of hackney-coach- 
men, chairmen, draymen, and a few footmen out 
of place or on board-wages ; who fat eating ſhin 
of beef, tripe, cow-heel or ſauſages, at ſeparate 
boards, covered with cloths, which turned my ſto- 
mach.—While | ſtood in amaze, undetermined whe- 
ther to fit down or walk upwards again, Strap in his 
deſcent miſſing one of the ſteps tumbled headlong into 
this infernal ordinary, and overturned the cook as 
ſhe carried a portinger of ſoup to one of the gueſts: 
In her fall, ſhe daſhed the whole meſs againſt the 
legs of a drummer belonging to the foot guards, 
who happened to be in her way, and ſcalded him 
ſo miſerably, that he ſtarted up, and danced up and 
down, uttering a volley of execrations that made 
my hair ſtand an end. While he entertained the 
company in this mauner, with an eloquence peculiar 
to himſelf, the cook got up, and after a hearty curſe 
on the poor author of this miſchance, who lay under 
the table ſcratching his rump with a woful counte- 
nance, emptied a falt-{cller in her hand, and ſtrip- 
ping down the patient s ſtocking which brought the 
Akin along with it, app ied the contents to the ſore. — 
This poultice was.{carce laid on, when the drummer, 
who had begun to abate of his exclamation, broke 
forth into ſuch a hideous yell, as made the whole 
company tremble ; then ſeizing a pewter pint-pot 
that ſtood by hin: {queezed the ſides of it together, as 
if. it had been made of pliaut leather, griuding his teeth 
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at the ſame time with a moſt horrible grin. Gueſſing 
the cauſe of this violent tranſport, I bade the woman 
waſh off the ſalt, and bathe the part with oil, which 
ſhe did, and procured him immediate eaſe. But here 
another difficulty occured, which was no other than 
the landlady's inſiſting on his paying for the pot he 
had rendered uſeleſs. He ſwore he would pay for no- 
thing but what he had eaten, and bad her be thank- 
ful for his moderation, or elſe he would profecute 
her for damages. Strap foreſecing the whole affair 
would lie at his door, promiſed to ſatisfy the cook, 
and called for a dram of gin to treat the drummer, 
which entirely appeaſed him, and compoſed all ani- 
moſities. After this accommodation our landlord and 
we fat down at a board, and dined upon ſhin of beef 
molt deliciouſly ; our reckoning amounting to two 


pence halfpenny each, bread and imall beer included. 
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CHAP. XIV. 
Mi. viſit Strap's friend 


a deſcription of him 


his advice we go to Mr. Cringer's 
bouſew——— ore denied admittance an ac- 
cident befals Strap his behaviour there- 


upon an extraordincry adventure occurs, 
in the courſe of which I loſe all my money. 


N the afternoon, my companion propoſed to call 
at his friend's houſe, which, we were informed, 
was in the neighbourhood, whither we accordingly 
went, and were ſo lucky as to find him at home. 
This gentleman, who had come from Scotland three 
or four years before, kept a ſchool in town, where 
he taught the Latin, French and Italian languages; 
but what he chiefly profeſſed was the pronunciation 
of 
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of the Engliſh tongue, after a method more ſpeedy 
and uncommon than any practiſed heretofore ; and 
indeed if his ſcholars ſpoke like their maſter, the 
latter part of his undertaking was certainly performed 
to a tittle ; for although 1 could eaſily underſtand 
every word of what I had heard hitherto ſince I en- 
tered England, three parts in four of his dialect were 
as unintelligible to me, as it he had ſpoke in Arabic 
or Iriſh. —He was a middle- ſized man, and ſtooped 


very much, though not above the age of forty ; his 


face was frightfully pitted with the ſmall pox, and 
his mouth extended from ear to ear. He was dreſſed 
in a night-gown of plaid, faſtened about his middle 
with a ſerjeant's old ſaſh, and a tie perriwig with a 
fore-top three inches high, in the faſhion of king 
Charles the ſecond's reign.—After he had reccived 
Strap (who was related to him) very courteouſly, he 


enquired of him, who I was: and being informed, 


took me by the hand, telling me, he was at ſchool 
with my father. When he underſtood my ſituation, 
he aſſured me that he would do me all the ſervice in 
his power, both by his advice and otherwiſe; and 
while he ſpoke theſe words, eyed me with great at- 
tention, walking round me ſeveral times, and mut- 


tering, © O Ch—ſt! O Ch—ſt ! fat a ſaight is here?“ 


— IT ſoon gueſſed the reaſon of his ejaculation, and 
ſaid, “ ſuppoſe, Sir, you are not pleaſed with my 
* dreſs. — Dreſs, (anſwered he) you may caal it 
“ fat you pleaſe in your country, but I vaw to Gad, 
« *tis a maſquerade here.—No chriſtian will admit 
& ſuch a figure into his hawſe —Upon my conſci- 
« ence ] I wonder the dogs did not hunt you.—Did 
% you pals through St. James's market? - God bleſs 
% my eye-ſaight ! you look like a couſin-· german of 
« Ouran OQutang I began to be a little ſerious at 
this diſcourſe, and aſked him, if he thought I ſhould 
obtain entrance to-morrow at the houſe of Mr. Crin- 


ger, on whom I chiefly depended, for an introducti- 
on 


- 
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on into buſineſs.— Mr. Cringer, Mr. Cringer [replied 
6 he, ſcratching his cheek) may be a very honeſt 
« gentleman—I know nothing to the contrary ; but 
« is your ſole dependance upon him? Who recom- 
& mended you to him?“ -I pulled out Mr. Crab's 
letter, and told him the foundation of my hopes ; at 
which he ſtared-at me, and repeated, Ch—ſt !” 
Il began to conceive bad omens from this behavi- 
our of his, and begged he would aſſiſt me with his 
advice; which he promiſed to give very frankly ; and 
as a ſpecimen, directed us to a perriwig ware-houſe, 
ju the neighbourhood, in order to be accommodated ; 
laying ſtrong injunctions on me not to appear be- 
tore Mr. Cringer, till I had parted with theſe carroty 
locks, which (he ſaid) were ſufhcient to beget am an- 
tipathy againſt me, in all mankind. And as we were 
going to purſue this advice, he called me back, and 
bade me be ſure to deliver my letter into Mr. Cringer's 
own hand. As we walked along, Strap triumphed 
greatly in our reception with his friend, who (it 
ſeems) had aſſured him, he would in a day or two 
provide for him, with ſome good maſter ; and now 
* (fays he) you ſhall ſee how I will fit you with a 
„ wig.--There's ne'er a barber in London (and that's 
* a bold-word) can palm a rotten caul, or a penny- 
* weight of dead hair upon me.” And indeed this 
zealous adherent did wrangle ſo long with the mer- 
chant, that he was deſired twenty times to leave the 
ſhop, and ſee if he could get one cheaper elſewhere, 
At length I made choice of a good handſome bob, for 
which I paid ten ſhillings ; and returned to our lodg- 
ing, where Strap, in a moment, rid me of that hair 
which had given the ſchool-maſter ſo much offence, 
Wie got up next day betimes, having been informed 
that Mr. Cringer gave audience by candle-light to 
all his dependants, he himſelf being obliged to attend 
the levee of my Lord Terrier, at break of day ; be- 


cauſe his lordſhip made one at the miniſter's between 
eight 
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eight and nine a clock—When we came to Mr. Crin- 
ger's door, Strap, to give me an inſtance of his po- 
liteneſs, ran to the knocker, which he employed ſo 
loud and fo long, that he alarmed the whole ftreet ; 
and a window opening in the ſecond ſtory of the 
next houſe, a chamber- pot was diſcharged upon him 
ſo ſucceſsfully, that the poor barber was wet to the 
Kin, while I, being luckily at ſome diſtance, eſcap— 
ed the unſavoury deluge.—In the mean time a foot- 
man opening the door, and ſeeing no body in the 
ſtreet but us, aſked with a ſtern countenance, if it 
was I who made ſuch a damned noiſe, and whit I 
wanted.—[ told him I had buſineſs with his mater, 
whom I deſired to ſee. Upon which he clapped the 
door in my face, telling me, I mult learn better man- 
ners before I could have acceſs to his maſter. Vexed 
at this diſappointment, I turned my reſentment a- 
gainſt Strap, whom I ſharply reprimanded for his 
preſumption ; but he not in the leaſt regarding what 
I faid, wrung the urine out of his perriwig, and lift- 
ing up a large ſtone, flung it with ſuch force againſt 
the ſtreet door of that houſe from whence he had been 
bedewed, that the lock giving way, it flew wide 
open, and he took to his heels, leaving me to follow 
him as I could. —Indeed there was no time for deli 

beration ; I therefore purſued him with all the ſpeed 
I could exert, until we found ourſelves, about the 
dawn, in a ſtreet we did not know. Here, as we 
wandered along, gaping about, a very decent ſort of 
a man, paſſing by me, ſtopped of a ſudden, and took 
up ſomething, which having examined, he turned, 
and preſented it to me with theſe words, Sir, you 
& have dropt half-a crown.” —I was not a little ſur- 
prized at this inſtance of honeſty, and told him it 
did not belong to me; but he bade me recollect, 
and ſee if all my money was fate : upon which I pull- 
ed out my purſe (for I had bought one ſince | came 


to town) and reckoning my money in my hand, 


which was now reduced to five guineas, ſeven ſhil- 
lings 
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lings and two pence, aſſured him I had loſt nothing. 
„Well then, ſays he) ſo much the betrer,—this 
« is Godſend—and as you two were preſent when I 
picked it up, you arc entitled to equal ſhares with 
„ me.''—l was aſtoniſhed at theſe words, and look- 
ed upon this perſon to be a prodigy of integrity, but 
- abſolutely refuſed to take any part of the ſum. 
« Come, gentlemen, (ſaid he) you are too modeſt— 
& [ſee you are ſtrangers but you ſhall give me leave 
« to treat you with a whet this cold raw morning.” 
—] would have declined this invitation, but Strap 
whiſpered to me, that the gentleman would be affront- 
ed, and I complied, —** Where ſhall we go? (ſaid 
ee the ſtranger) I am quite ignorant of this part of 
& the town.“ -I informed him that we were in the 
ſame ſituation : upon which he propoſed to'go into 
the firſt public houſe we ſhould find open; and as we 
walked together, he began in this manner: — “ I find 
„ by your tongues you are from Scotland, gentle- 
% men. My grandmother by the father's fide was 
« of your country, and I am ſo prepoſſeſſed in its 
« favour, that I never meet a Scotchman but my 
heart warms. - The Scots are a very brave people: 
„There is ſcarce a great family in the kingdom 
* that cannot boaſt of ſome exploits performed by 
its anceſtors many hundred years ago.—1T here's 
your Douglaſſes, Gordons, Campbels, Hamil- 
© tons, We have no ſuch ancient families here 
in England. Then you are all very well edu- 
* cated I have known a pedlar talk in Greek 
and Hebrew, as well as if they had been his 
mother tongue——And for honeſty -I once had 
a ſervant, his name was Gregory Macgregor, I 
« would have truſted him with untold gold.” 
This eulogium on my native country, gained my af- 
fection ſo ſtrongly, that I believe I could have gone 
to death to ſerve the author; and Strap's eyes ſwam 
ig tears. At length, as we palled through a dark 
narrow 
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narrow lane, we perceived a public houſe, which we 
entered; and found a man ſitting by the fire, ſmoak- 
ing a pipe, with a pint of purl before him. Our 
new acquaintance aſked us, it ever we had drank egg 
flip? To which queſtion we anſwering in the negative, 


he aſſured us of a regale, and ordered a quart to be 


prepared, calling for pipes and tobacco at the ſame 
time. We found this compoſition very palatable, 
and drank heartily ; the converſation (which was in- 
troduced by the gentleman) turning upon the ſnares 
that young unexperienced people are expoled to in 
this metropolis He deſcribed a thouſand cheats 
that are daily practiſed upon the ignorant and un— 
wary; and warned us of them with ſo much good- 
nature and concern, that we bleſſed the opportunity 
which threw us in his way.—Atter we had put the 
cann about for ſome time, our new friend began to 
yawn, telling us he had been up all ni ht with a ſick 
perſon ; and propoſed we ſhould have recourſe to 
ſome diverſion to keep him awake.—* Suppoſe (ſaid 
% he) we ſhould take a hand at whiſt for paſtime 
« But let me ſee, that won't do, there's only three of 
% us; and I cannot play at any other game—The 
c truth is, I ſeldom or never play, but out of com- 
<« plaiſance, or at ſuch a time as this, when I am in 
« danger of falling aſleep.” —Although I was not 
much inclined to gaming, I felt no averſion to paſs an 
hour or two at cards with a friend ; and knowing 
that Strap underſtood as much of the matter as © 
made no ſcruple of ſaying, © I wiſh we could find a 
« fourth hand.” While we were in this perplexity, 
the perſon whom we found in the houſe at our entrance, 
over-hearing our diſcourſe, took the pipe from his 
mouth very gravely, and accoſted us thus: © Gentle- 
* men, my pipe is out you ſee, (ſhaking the aſhes into 

« the fire) and rather than you ſhould be baulked, I 
« don't care if 1 take a hand with you for a trifle, — 


* but remember I won't play for any thing of con- 
« ſequence.” 
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« ſequence.”--We accepted his proffer with pleaſure; 
and having-cut for partners, it fell to my lot to play 
with him, againſt our friend and Strap, for three 
pence a game. Wie were ſo ſucceſsful, that in a 
ſhort time I was half a crown gainer ; when the 
gentleman whom we had met in the ſtreet obſerving 
he had no luck to-day, propoſed to leave off, or 
change partners.—By this time I was inflamed with 
my good fortune and the -expectaiion of improving 
it, as | perceived the two ſtrangers play'd but indif- 
ferently : therefore I voted for giving him his re- 
venge ; and cutting again, Strap and | (to our mu— 
tual ſatisfaction) happened to be partners. — My 
good fortune attended me ſtill, and in leis than an 
hour, we had got thirty ſhillings of their money; 
for as they loft, they grew the keener and doubled 
ſtakes every time. At laſt the inconſtant goddeſs 
began to veer about, and we were very ſoon ſtript 
of all our gains, and about forty ſhillings of our 
own money, This loſs mortified me extremely, and 
had a viſible effect on the muſcles of Strap's face, 
which lengthened apace ; but our antagoniſts per- 
ceiving our condition, kindly permitted us to re— 
trieve our loſs, and conſole ourſelves with a new 
acquiſition. Then my companion wiſely ſuggeſted 
it was time to be gone; upon which the perſon who 
had joined us in the houſe began to curſe the cards; 
and muttered that we were indebted to fortune only 
for what we had got, no part of our ſucceſs being 
owing to our good play. This inſinuation nettled 
me ſo much, that 1 challenged him to a game of 
piquet for a crown; and he was with difficulty 
perſuaded to accept the invitation. — This conteſt 
ended in leſs than an hour, to my inexpreſſible 
affliction, who loſt every ſhilling of my own money, 
Strap abſolutely refuſing toſupply me with a ſix-pence, 
The gentleman, at whoſe requeſt we had come in, 
perceiving by my diſconſolate looks the ſituation of 

my 
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my heart, which well nigh burſted with grief and re- 
ſentment, when the other ſtranger got up, and went 
away with my money; began in this manner: 1 
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am truly afflicted at your bad luck, and would 
willingly repair- it, was it in my power. But 
what in the name of goodneſs could provoke you 
to tempt your fate fo long? It is always a maxim 
with gameſters to purſue ſucceſs as far as it will 
go, and to ſtop whenever fortune ſhifts about, — 
You are a young man, and your paſſions too im- 
petuous ; you mult learn to govern them better: 
— However, there is no experience like that which 
is bought; you will be the better for this the long- 
eſt day you have to live.—As for the fellow who 
has got your money, I don't half like him—Did 
not you obſerve me tip you the wink, to leave off 
in time?“ -I anſwered, No. „ No! (continued 
he) you was too eager to mind any thing but the 
game.—But, harkee, (ſaid he, in a whiſper) are 
you ſatisfied of that young man's honeſty ? his 
looks are a little ſuſpicious ;— but I may be miſta- 
ken; he made a great many grimaces while he 
ſtood behind you; — this is a very wicked town.“ 


I told him I was very well convinced of my comrade's 
integrity, and that the grimaces he mentioned were 
doubtleſs owing to his anxicty at my loſs.— O ho! 
« if that be the cafe, I aſk his pardon, —Landlord, 


cc 


ſee what's to pay,” — The reckoning amounted to 


eighteen pence, which having diſcharged, the gen- 
tleman ſhook us both by the hand, and ſaying he 
ſhould be very glad to ſce us again, departed, 


CHAP. 
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Slrap moralizes——— preſents bis purſe tio me —“— 
we infirm cur landlord of ny miser:une ; he 
unravels the myſtery I prejent myſelf to 
Crinzer———he recommends and turns me over 

. to Mr. Slaytape I become acquainted wit! 
a fellow - de pendant, who explains the cha- 

racters of Cringer and Staytape and 
inſorms me of the methd to be purſued at th? 
 Navwy-office and Surgeon's hat! Strep is 
en played. ba 


N our way to our lodging, after a profound ſilence ' 
on both ſides, Strap with a hideous groan obſerv- 
ed, that we had brought our pigs to a fine market. 
To this obſervation I made no reply, and he went on: 
© God ſend us well out of this place; we have not 
* been in London eight and forty hours, and I be- 
« lieve we have met with eight and forty thouſand 
% misfortunes. —-We have been jeered, reproached, 
«« buffetted, piſſed upon, and at laſt ſtript of our 
% money: and I ſuppoſe by and by we ſhall be ſtript 
„of our ſkins. —Indeed as to the money-part of it 
that was owing to our own folly; Solomon ſays, - 
* Praya foil in a mortar, and he will never be wiſe. 
* Ah! God help us, an ounce of prudence is worth 
* a pound of gold” This was no time for him to 
tamper with my diſpoſition, already mad with my loſs, 
and inflamed with reſentment againſt him, for having 
refuſed me a little money to attempt to retrieve it. 1 
therefore turned towards him with a ſtern counte- 
nance, and aſked, ** Who he called fool!“ Bein 
altogether unaccuſtomed to ſuch looks from me, he 
Vol. I, F ſtood 
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ſtood fill and ſtared in my face for ſome time; then, 
with ſome confuſion, uttered “ Fool !—T called no 
«© body fool but myſelf ;—I am ſureI am the greateſt | 
* fool of the two, for being ſo much concerned at \ | 
other people's misfortunes ;—but Nemo omnibus | 
& horts ſapit.— That's all—that's all.” Upon which 
a ſilence enſued that brought us to our lodging, 
where 1 threw myſelf upon the bed in an agony of 
deſpair, reſolved to periſh, rather than apply to my 
companion or any other body for relief; but Strap, 
who knew my temper, and whoſe heart bled with- 
in him at my diſtreſs, after ſome pauſe, came to the | 
bed-ſide, and putting a leathern-purſe into my hand, 
burſt into tears, crying, I know what you thick: . }J 
« but I ſcorn your thoughts.—There's all I have in 
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c the world, take it, and I'll perhaps get more for h 
« you before that be done.— If not, I'll beg for tl 
«© you, ſteal for you, go through the wide world b 
„ with you, and ſtarve with you, for though I be b. 
* a poor cobler's ſon, I am no ſcout.“—I was fo th 
touched with the generous paſſion of this poor crea- W 
ture, that I could not refrain from weeping alſo, m 
and we mingled our tears together for ſome time — ſh 
Upon examining the purſe, I found in it two half {ct 


guineas and half a crown, which I would have re- 
turned to him, ſaying, he knew better than I how to- 
manage it; but he abſolutely refuſed my propoſal, 
and told me, it was more reaſonable and decent that 
he ſhould depend upon me who was a gentleman, 
than that I ſhould be controuled by him. 

After this friendly conteſt was over, and our 
minds more at eaſe, we informed our landlord of 
what had happened to us, taking care to conceal 
the extremity to which we were reduced: He no 
ſooner heard the ſtory, than he aſſured us we had 
been .grievouſly. impoſed upon by a couple of ſhar- 

rs, who were aſſociates; and that this polite, ho- 


neſt, friendly, humane perſon, who had treated 2 
0 
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ſo civilly, was no other than a raſcally Money. 
dropper, who made it his buſineſs to decoy ſtrangers 
in that manner, to one of his own haunts, where 
an accomplice or two were always waiting to aſſt 
in pillaging the prey he had run down.—Here the 
ood man recounted a great many ſtories of people 
who had been ſeduced, cheated, pilfered, beat — 
nay, even murdered by ſuch villains. T was con- 
founded at the artifice and wickedneſs of mankind, 
and Strap lifting up his eyes and hands to heaven, 
prayed that God would deliver him from ſuch ſcenes 
of iniquity ; for ſurely the devil had ſet up his throne 
in London—Our landlord being curious to know 
what reception we had met with at Mr. Crioger's, 
we acquainted him with the particulars, at which 
he ſhook his head, and told us, we had not gone 
the right way to work; that there was nothing to 
be done with a m—b—r of p—m—t without a 
bribe ; that the ſervant was commonly infected with 
the maſter's diſeaſe, and ex pected to be paid for his 
work, as well as his betters.— He therefore adviſed 
me to pive the footman a ſhilling the next time [ 
ſhould deſire admittance to my patron, or elſe I ſhould 
{carce find an opportunity to deliver my letter. Ac- 
cordingly, next morning, when the door was open- 
ed, I ſlipt a ſhilling into his hand, and told him 1 
had a letter for his maſter, —I found the good effects 
of my liberality ; for, the fellow let me in imme- 
diately, and taking the letter out of my hand, de- 
ſired me to wait in a kind of paſſage, for an anſwer, 
In this place I continued ſtanding for three quarters 
of an hour, during which time I faw a great many 
young fellows, whom I formerly knew in Scotland, 
pals and. repaſs, with an air of familiarify in their 
way to and from the audience chamber : while I 
| was fain to ſtand ſhivering in the cold, and turn 
my back to them, that they might not perceive the 
lowneſs of my condition.—At length, Mr. Cringer 
TA | came 
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came out to ſee a young gentleman to the door, 
who was no other, than ſquire Gawky dreſſed in 
a very gay ſuit of Foaths : At parting Mr. Crin- 
ger ſhook him by the hand, and told him he hoped 
to have the pleaſure of his company at dinner. 
Then turning about towards me, alked what were 
my commands: when he underſtood I was the per- 
ſon who had bronght the letter from Mr. Crab, he 
affected to recollett my name, which however, he 
pretended he could not do, till he had conſulted the 
letter again; to fave him that trouble,” I told him 
my name was Random.—Upon which he went on, 
Ay, ay, Random, Random, Random,-—I think 
« I remember the name ;” and very well he might, 
for this very individual Mr. Cringer had many a 
time rode before my grand-father's cloak-bag, in 
quality of footman.— Well, fays he, you propoſe 
„to go on board a man of war, as ſnrgeon's mate.” 
I replied by a low bow. © I believe it will be a diffi- 
« cult matter (continued he) to procure a warrant, 
« there being already ſuch a ſwarm of Scotch ſur- 
« geons at the navy- office, in expectation of the 
% next vacancy, that the commiſſioners are afraid 
« of been torn in pieces, and have actually applied 
« for a guard to protect them. However, ſome 
« ſhips will ſoon be put in commiſſion, and then we 
4 ſhall ſee what's to be done.” --- So ſaying, he left 
me exceedingly mortified at the different reception 
Mr. Gawky and 1 had met with from this *. 
proud, mean member, who (I imagined) would have 
been glad of an opportunity to be grateful for the 
obligations he owed to my family. 

At my return, I was ſurprized with the agree— 
able news of Strap's being employed on the recom- 
mendaticn of his friend the ſchool-maſter, by a 
periwig-maker in the neighbourhood, who allowed 
him five ſhillings per week, beſides bed and board 


I continued to dance attendance every other morn- 
mg 
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ing at the levce of Mr. Cringer, during a, fortnight, 
in which time I became acquainted with a young 
fellow of my own country and profeſſion, who alſo 
depended on the member's intereſt ; but was treated 
with much more reſpect than I, both by the ſervants 
and maſter, and often admitted into a parlour, 
where there was a fire, for the convenience of the 
better ſort of thoſe who waited for him. —Thither 
I was never permitted to penetrate, on account of 
my appearance, which was not at all faſhionable ; 
but was obliged to ſtand blowing my fingers in a 
cold lobby, and take the firſt opportunity of Mr. 
Cringer's going to the door, to ſpeak with him.— 
One day, while I enjoyed this occaſion, a perſon 
was introduced, whom Mr. Cringer no ſooner ſaw, 
than running towards him, he ſaluted him with a 
bow to the very ground, and afterwards ſhaking him 
by the hand with great heartineſs and familiarity, 
called him his good friend, and aſked very kindly 
after Mrs. Staytape, and the young ladies ; then, 
after a whiſper which continued ſome minutes, 
wherein I over-heard the word Honur repeated ſe- 
veral times with great emphaſis, Mr. Ci inger in- 
troduced me to this gentleman, as to a perſon whoſe 
advice and aſſiſtance I might depend upon, and hav- 
ing given me his direction, followed me to the 
door, where he told me, I need not give myſelf the 
trouble to call at his houſe any more, for Mr. Stay- 
tape would do my buſineſs. At that inſtant my fel- 
low dependant coming out after me, overheard the 
diſcourſe of Mr Cringer, and making up to me in 
the ſtreet, accoſted me very civilly: This addreſs 
I looked upon as no {mall honour conſidering the 
figure he made; for he was dreſſed in a blue trock 
with a gold button, a green ſilk waiflcoat trimmed 
with gold, black velvet breeches, white ſilk ſtock- 
ings, ſilver buckles, a gold laced hat, a ſpencer wig, 
and a ſilver hilted hanger, with a fine clouded cane 
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in his hand, —* I perceive, ſays he, you are but 
lately come from Scotland: — pray what may your 
« buſineſs with Mr. Cringer be ?—l ſuppoſe it is 
« no f{ecret—and I may poſſibly give you ſome ad- 
« vice that will be ferviceable; for I have been 
« ſurgeon s ſecond mate on board of a ſeventy- gun 
« ſhip, and conſequently know a good deal of the 
„ world.” I made no ſcruple to diſcloſe my ſitua- 
tion, which when he had learned, he ſhook his 
head, and told me he had been pretty much in the 
fame circumſtances about a year ago; that he had 
relied on Cringer's promiſes, until his money (which 
was conſiderable) as well as his credit, was quite 
exhauſted; and when he wrote to his relations for 
a freſh ſupply, inſtead of money, he received no- 
thing but reproaches, and the epithets of idle, de- 
bauched fellow: That after he had waited at the 
nayy-office many months for a warrant to no pur- 
poſe, he was fain to pawn ſome of his cloaths, 
which raiſed a fmall ſum, wherewith he bribed the 
f—t—y, who ſoon procured a warrant for him, 
notwithſtanding he had affirmed the fame day, that 
there was not one vacancy.— That he had gone on 
board, where he remained nine months; at the end 
of which the ſhip was put ont of commiſſion : and, 
he ſaid, the company were to be paid off in Broad- 
ftreet the very next day.— That his relations being 
reconciled to him, had charged him to pay his de- 
voirs regularly to Mr. Cringer, who had informed 
them by letter, that his intereſt alone had procured 
the warrant; in obedience to which command, he 
came fo his levee every morning, as I faw. though 
he looked upon him to be a very pitiful ſcoundrel. 
In concluſion, he aſked me if I had yet paſſed at 
Surgeon's-Hall ? To which queſtion I anſwered, I 
did not fo much as know it was neceſſary—** Ne- 
« ceſſary, cried he, O Lord, O Lord! I find J muſt 


<« inſtru& you—come along with me, and JI give 
te you 
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« you ſome information about that matter.” 80 
ſaying, he carried me into an ale-houſe, where he 
called for ſome beer, and bread and cheeſe, on 
which we breakfaſted. While we fat in this place, 
he told me I mult firſt go to the navy- office, and 
write to the board, deſiring them to order a letter 
for me to the Surgeon's-Hall, that I might be exa- 
mined touching my {kill in ſurgery : That the ſur- 


geons, after having examined me, would give me 


my qualification ſealed up in form of a letter, direct- 
ed to the commiſſioners ; which qualification I muſt 
deliver to the ſecretary of the board, who would 
open it in my preſence, and read the contents. Aſ- 
ter which, I muft employ my intereſt to be provided 
for as ſoon as poſſible.— That the expence of his 
qualification for ſecond mate of a third rate, amount- 
ed to thirteen ſhillings, excluſive of the warrant, 
which coſt him half a guinea and half a crown, be- 
ſides the preſent to the ſecretary, which conſiſted of 
a three pound twelve piece, — This calculation was 
like a thunder · bolt to me, whoſe whole fortune did 
not amount to twelve ſhillings — I accordingly made 
him acquainted with this part of my diſtreſs, after 
having thanked him for his information and advice. 
— He condoled me on this occaſion; but bad me 
be of good chear, for he had conceived a friendſhip 
for me, and would make all things eaſy—He was 
run ont at preſent, but to-morrow or next day he was 
certain of receiving a conſiderable ſum ; of which he 
would lend me what would be ſufficient to anſwer 
my exigences. This frank declaration pleaſed me 
ſo much, that I pulled out my purſe and emptied it 
before him, begging him to take, what he pleaſed 
tor pocket expence untill he ſhould receive his own 
money,— With a good deal of preſſing he was pre- 
vailed upon to take five ſhil.ings, telling me that he 
might have what money he wanted at any time for 


the trouble of going into the city ; but as he had 
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met with me, he would defer his going thither till 
to-morrow, when I ſhould go along with him, and 
he would put me in a way of acting for myſelf, 
without a ſervile dependance on that raſcal Cringer, 
much leſs on the louſy taylor to whom 1 heard him 
turn you over.— How, cried I, is Mr. Staytape 
« a taylor ?—© No leſs, I'll aſſure you, anſwer'd 
« he, and I] confeſs, more likely to fo you than 
«© the member: For provided you can entertain 
« him with politics and conundrums, you may have 
« credit with him for as many and as rich cloaths 
« as you pleaſe,” —1I told him, I was utterly igno- 
rant of both, and ſo incenſed at Cringer's uſage, 
that I would never ſet foot within his door again. 
After a good deal more converſation, my new 
acquaintance and I parted, having made an appoint- 
ment to meet the next day at the ſame place, in order 
to ſet out for the city. I went immediately to Strap, 
and related every thing which had happen'd, but he 
did not at all approve of my being ſo forward to lend 
money to a ſtranger, eſpecially as we had been 
already ſo much impoſed upon by appearances. 
„ However, ſaid he, if you are ſure he is a Scotch- 
© man, I believe you are ſafe,” 
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My new acquaintance breaks an appoi imeni 
I proceed, by mſelf, to the Newy-office 
addreſs myſel to 4 p. rſon there, wha offiſts 
me wish his advice ——-wrt'e to (be board 
they grant me a letter to the Swgeons at 
the Hull —T am informed of th: beau's 
name aud charatter find hin e makes 
me his confident in an amour — — deſires me 
to pawn my linen, for his occaſions— —1 
recover «hat I l:nt him — ſome curious 
obſervations of Sirap on that accaſion his 
ram 


N the morning I roſe and went to the place of 
rendezvous, where I waited two hours in vain ; 
and was ſo exaſperated againſt him for breaking his 
appointment, that I ſet out for the city by myſelf, 
in hope of finding the villain, and being revenged 
on him for his breach oſ promiſe. At length J 
found myſelf at the Navy-Office, which I entered, 
and ſaw crowds of young fellows walking below; 
many of whom made no better appearance than my- 
{elf —I conſulted the phyſiognomy of each, and at 
laſt made up to one whoſe countenance I lik'd ; and 
aſked, if he could inſtrat me in the form of the 
letter which was to be ſent to the board, to obtain 
an order for examination: He anſwered me in broad 
Scotch, that he would ſhew me the copy of what he 
had writ for himſelf, by the direction of another 
who knew the form : and accordingly pulled it ont 
of his pocket tor my peruſal ; and told me, that if I 
5 i was 
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was expeditious, I might fend it into the board before 
dinner, for they did no buſineſs in the afternoon. He 
then went with me to a coffee. houſe hard by, where 
I wrote the letter, which was immediately delivered 
to the meſſenger ; who told me, I might expect an 
order to-morrow about the ſame time. Having tranſ- 
acted this piece of buſineſs, my mind was a good 
deal compos'd; and as I had met with ſo much civility 
from this ſtranger, I deſired further acquaintance with 
him, fully reſolved however, not to be deceived by him 
ſo much to my prejudice as I had been by the beau 
He agreed todine with me at the cook's ſhop which [ 
frequented; and on our way thither, carried me to 
*Change, where I was in ſome hopes of finding Mr. 
Jackſon (for that was the name of the perſon who had 
broke his appointment) I ſought him there to no pur- 
poſe,and on our way towards the other end of the town, 
imparted ro my companion his behaviour towards 
me: Upon which, he gave me to underſtand, that 
he was no ſtranger to the name of beau Jackſon (ſo he 
was called at the Navy-Office) altho' he did not know 
him perſonally ; that he had the character of a good- 
natur'd carelefs fellow, who made no ſcruple of bor- 
rowing from any body that would lend; that moſt 
people who knew him, believed he had a good prin- 
ciple at bottom; but his extravagance was ſuch, 
he would probably never have it in his power to 
manifeſt the honeſty of his intention, — This account 
made me ſweat for my five ſhillings, which I never- 
theleſs did not altogether deſpair of recovering, pro- 
vided I could find out the debtor. —This young man 
likewiſe added another circumſtance of Squire Jack- 
foa's hiſtory, which was, that being deſtitute of all 
means to equip himſelf for ſea, when he receiv'd his laſt 
warrant, he had been recommended to a pe” who 
lent him a little money, after he had ſigned a will and 
power, entitling that perſon to lift his wages when 


they ſhould become due, as alſo to inherit his effects 
in 
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in caſe of his death That he was till under the tuto- 
rage and direction of that gentleman, who advanced 
him ſmall ſums from time to time upon this ſecurity, 
at the rate of 50 per cent. But at preſent his credit 
was very low, becauſe his funds would do little more 
than pay what he had already receiv'd, this moderate 
intereſt included. After the ſtranger (whoſe name 
was Thomſon) had entertained me with this account 
of Jackſon, he informed me that he himſelf had paſſed 
for third mate of a third rate, about four months 
ago; ſince which time, he had conſtantly attended 
at the Navy-Oflice, in hope of a warrant, having 
been aſſured from the beginning, both by a Scotch 
member and one of the commiſſioners to whom the 
member recommended him, that he ſhould be put 
into the firſt vacancy ; notwithſtanding which pro- 
miſe, he had the mortification to ſee fix or ſeven ap- 
pointed in the ſame ſtation almoſt every week—that 
now being utterly impoveriſh'd, his ſole hope con- 
ſited in the promiſe of a friend lately come to town, 
to lend him a ſmall matter, for a preſent to the {—t—y ; 
without which he was perſuaded . he might wait a 
thouſand years to no purpole.—I conceived a mighty 
liking for this young fellow, which, I believe, pro- 
ceeded from the ſimilitude of our fortunes: We 
ſpent the whole day together ; and as he lived at 
Wapping, I deſired him to take a ſhare of my bed, — 
Next day we returned to the Navy-Office, where, 
after being called before the board, and queſtion'd 
about the place of my nativity and edncation, they 
ordered a letter to be made out for me, which, upon 
paying half a crown to the clerk, I receiv'd, and 
deliver d into the hands of the clerk at Surgeon's-Hall, 
together with a ſhilling for his trouble in regiſtering 
my name,—By this time my whole ſtock was di- 
miniſhed to two ſhillings, and I ſaw not the leaſt 
proſpect of relief, even for preſent ſubſiſtence, much 


leſs to enable me to pay the fees at Surgeons - Hall, for 
F 6 my 
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my examination, which would come on in a fort- 
night. — In this ſtate of perplexity, I conſulted Strap, 
who aſſured me, he would pawn every thing he had 
in the world, even to his razors, before I ſhould 
want: but this expedient I abſolutely rejected, tellin 

him, I would a thouſand times rather liſt for a ſol- 
dier, of which I had ſome thoughts, than be any 
longer a burthen to him—At the word ſoldier, he 
grew pale as death, and begged on his knees, I 
would, think no more of that ſcheme. «+ God preſerve 
us all in our right wits! cried he, would you turn 
« ſoldier, and perhaps be ſent abroad againſt the 
« Spaniards, where you muſt fland and be ſhot at 
c like a woodcock ?—Heaven keep cold lead ont of 
« my carcaſs! and let me die in a bed like a chriſtian, 
« as all my forefathers have done, — What ſignifies 
« all the riches and honours of this life, if one enjoys 
% not content And in the next, there is no reſpect 
« of perſons. Better be a poor honeſt barber with a 
« good conſcience, and time to repent of my ſins up- 
„ on my death bed, than be cut off (God bleſs us) 
« by a muſket ſhot, as it were in the very flower of 
« one's age, in the purſuitof riches and fame. What 
«« ſignifies riches (my dear friend) do they not make 
« unto themſelves wings, as the wiſe man faith; and 
« does not Horace obferve, Non domus aut fundus, non 
% ris aceruus aut auri Aprito domino deduxit corpore 
* /ebrem, non animo curas. could moreover 
« mention many other ſayings in contempt of riches, 
© both from the bible and other good books; but as 
« ] know you are not very fond of thoſe things, I 
« ſhall only aſſure you, that if you take on to be a 
«< ſoldier, I will do the fame; and then if we ſhould 
« both be ſlain, you will not only have your own 
& blood to anſwer for, but mine alſo: And perad- 
c venture the lives of all thoſe whom we ſhall kill in 
4% battle. — Therefore I pray you, conſider whether 
« you will fit down contented with ſmall —_— 
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& and ſhare the fruits of my induſtry in peace, till 
* providence ſhall ſend better tidings; or by your 


« deſpair, plunge both our ſouls and bodies into ever- 
« Jaſting perdition, which God of his infinite mer- 
« cy forbid.” -I could not help ſmiling at this ha- 
rangue, which was delivered with great earneſtneſs, 
the tears ſtanding in his eyes all the time; and pro- 
miſed to do nothing of that ſort without his conſent 
and concurrence. He was much comforted with this 
declaration; and told me, in a few days he ſhould 
receive a week's wages, which ſhould be at my ſervice, 
but adviſed me, in the mean time, to go in queſt of 
Jackſon, and recover, if poſſible, what he had bor- 
row'd of mel accordingly trudg'd about from one 
end of the town to the other, tor ſeveral days, with- 
out being able to learn any thing certain concerning 
him : And, one day, being extremely hungry and al- 
lur'd by the ſteams that regal d my noſtrils from a boil- 
ing cellar, I went down with an intention to gratify 
my appetite with wo- penny worth of beef; when, to 
my no ſmall ſurprize, I found Mr. Jackſon fitting at 
dinner with a footman. He no ſooner perceived me than 
he got up, and ſhook me by the hand, ſaying, © He was 
* glad to ſee me, for he intended to have call'd at my 
* lodgings in the afternoon.“ -I was ſo well pleas'd 
with this rencounter, and the apologies he made for not 
keeping his appointment, that I forgot my reſentment, 
and ſat down to dinner, with the happy ex pectation of 
not only recovering my own money before we ſhould 
part, but alſo of reaping the benefit of his promiſe 
to lend me wherewithal to paſs examination; and this 
hope my ſanguine complexion ſuggeſted, tho' the ac- 
count Thomſon gave me of him, ought to have mo- 
derated my expeCtation.--When we had feaſted ſump- 
tuouſly, he took his leave of the footman, and adjourned 
with me to an ale-houſe hard by, where, after ſhaking 
me by the hand again, he began thus, I ſuppoſe you 
& think me a ſad dog, Mr, Random, and I do _ 
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6 feſs that appearances are againſt me, — But I dare 
„ ſay, you will forgive me when I tell you, my not 
« coming at the time appointed, was owing to a 
% peremptory meſſage, I received from a certain lady, 
« whom—harkee (but this a great ſecret) J am to 
* marry very ſoon.— Vou think this ſtrange perhaps, 
“ But is not leſs true for all that—a five thouſand 
«© pounder, I'll aſſure you, beſides expectations — 
« For my own part, devil take me if I know what 
% any woman can ſee engaging about me—but a 
« whim you know, and then one would not 
„ baulk one's own good fortune.--You ſaw that foot- 
„ man who din'd with us—he's one of the honeſteſt 
« fellows'that ever wore livery.— Tou muſt know, 
« it was by his means, I was introduced to her, for 
« he made me firſt acquainted with her woman, who 
{« is his miſtreſs—ay, many a crown has he and his 
& {weet-heart had of my money — but what of that! 
« things are now brought to a bearing.— I have 
1 (come a little this way) I have propoſed marriage, 
« and the day is fix'd—ſhe's a charming creature! 
% and writes like an angel.—O Lord! ſhe can re- 
4% peat all the Engliſh tragedies as well as e'er a play- 
« er in Drury-lane, and indeed is ſo fond of plays 
« that to be near the ſtage, ſhe has taken lodgings in 
« a court hard by the theatre—But you ſhall ſee— 
« you ſnall ſee—here's the laſt letter ſhe ſent me 
With theſe words be put it into my hand, and I read 
(to the beſt of my remembrance) as follows : 
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« Deer Kreeter, | 
10 S you are the animable hopjack of my contem- 
«7; playſhins, your aydear is infernally ſkimming 
e before my keymerycal fanfee, when Murty ſends , 
« his puppies to the heys of ſlipping mortals ; and y* 
« when Febus ſhines from his merrydying throne : 6 
« Wherenpon, I ſhall canfeeif old whorie time has 6 
« Joſt his pinners, as alſo Cubit his harrows, until 4 
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te thou enjoy ſweet propoſe in the loafseek harms of 
thy faithfool to commend, 

« Wingar-yeard Droory-lane, CIATREN DER.“ 

% January 12th. 

While I was reading, he ſeemed to be in an ex- 
taly, rubbing his hands, and burſting out into firs of 
laughter; at laſt he caught hold of my hand, and 
ſqueezing. it, cried, © There is ſtile for you! what 
« do you think of this billet doux?“ I anſwered, 
It might be ſublime for onght I knew, for it was 
altogether above my comprehenſion. ——* O ho! 
« (faid he) 1 believe it is—both tender and ſublime 
« — ſhe's a divine creature! and ſo doats upon me 
„Let me ſee—what ſhall I do with this money, 


* when I have once got it into my hands? In the 


« firſt place I ſhall do for you.—I'm a man of few 
« words—but, fay no more—that's determin'd, — 
« Whether would you adviſe me to purchaſe ſome 
* poſt, by which I may riſe in the ſtate; or lay out 
« my wife's fortune in land and retire to the country 
« at once?“ I gave my opinion without heſitation, 
that he could not do better than buy an eſtate and im- 
prove it; eſpecially ſince he had already ſeen ſo much 
of the world. Then] launch'd out into the praiſes of 
a country life, as deſcrib'd by the poets whoſe works 
IT had read. He ſeem'd to reliſh my advice, but with- 
al told me, that although he had ſeen a great deal of 
the world both at land and fea, having cruiz'd three 
whole months in the channel, yet he ſhould not be 
fatisfied until he had viſited France, which he pro- 
poſed to do before he ſhould ſettle ; and to carry his 
wife along with him. —I had nothing to object to his 
propoſal; and aſk'd, how ſoon he hop'd tobe happy. — 
As to that (he replled) nothing obſtructs my hap- 
e pineſs, but the want of a little ready caſn for 
« you muſt know, my friend in the city has gone 
©« gut of town for a week or two; and I unfortu- 
«*« nately miffed my pay at Broad-ſtreet, by being 


% detain'd 
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„ detain'd too long by the dear charmer—but there 
& will be a recal at Chatham next week, whither 
the ſhip's books are ſent, and I have commiſhon'd 
Ca friend in that place to receive the money — If 
< that be all (faid I) there's no great harm .in defer- 
« ring the marriage a few days.” —“ Yes, faith] but 
« there is (ſaid he) you don't know how many rivals 
& I have, who would take all advantages againſt me, 
«© —TI would not baulk the impatience of her paſſion 
*« for the world the leaſt appearance of coldneſs and 
« indifference would ruin all: and ſuch offers don't 
* occur every day.“ I acquieſced in this . 
tion, and enquir'd how he intended to proceed; 

this queſtion he rubb'd his chin, and faid,, * Why, 


« truly I muſt be obliged to ſome friend or other — 


do you know nobody that would lend me a {mall 
« ſum for a day or two? - aſſur'd him, I was ſuch 
an utter ſtranger in London, that I did not believe 
could borrow a guinea if my lite depended upon it, — 
No (ſaid he) that's hard- that's hard I wiſh I had 
« any thing to pan - upon my ſoul, you have got 
excellent linen (feeling the ſleeve of my ſhirt) how 
« many ſhirts of that kind have you got! J an- 
ſwer'd, © Six ruffled and ſix plain.”—At which he 
teſtified great ſurprize, and ſwore that no gentleman 
ought to have more than four,---+ How many d'ye 
„ think I have got? (continued he) but this and 
« another as I hope to be ſav'd.!—I dare ſay we 
« ſhall be able to raiſe a good ſum out of your ſuper- 
« fluity—let me ſee—let me ſee—each of thele ſhirts 
are worth ſixteen ſhillings at a moderate computa- 
tion now ſuppoſe we pawn them for half price— 
c eight times eight is ſixty-four, that's three pounds 
& four— z—ds! that will do—give me your hand.“ 
—< Softly, ſoftly, Mr. Jackſon (ſaid I) don't diſ- 
66 «© poſe of my linen without my conſent : firſt pay 
„ me the crown you owe me, and then we ſhall 
« talk of her matters,” He proteſted he had — 
above 
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above one ſhilling in his pocket, but that he would pay 
me out of the firſt of the money raiſed from the ſhirts; 
This piece of aſſurance incenſed me ſo much, that I 
{wore I would not part with him until I bad received 
ſatisfaction for what I had lent him, and as for the 
ſhirts I would not pawn one of them to fave. him from 
the gallows. — At this expreſſion he laughed aloud; 
and then complained, it was damned hard, that ! 
ſhould refuſe him a trifle, that would infallibly enable 
him not only to make his own fortune, but mine al- 
ſo.—* You talk of pawning my ſhirts (ſaid I) ſup- 
« poſe you ſhould ſell this hanger, Mr. Jackſon? I 
© believe it would fetch a good round ſum.” No, 
* hang it (ſaid he) I can't appear decently without 
« my hanger, or agad it ſhould go.” However, tceing 
me inflexible with regard to my linen, he at length 
unbuckled his hanger, and ſhewing me the ſign of the 
three blue balls, deſired me to carry it thither and 
pawn it for two guineas. This office I would by no 


means have performed, had I ſeen any likelihood of 


having my money otherwiſe ; but not willing, out 
of a piece of falſe delicacy, to neglect the only op- 
portunity I ſhould, perhaps, ever have, I ventured 
into a pawn-broker's ſhop, where I demanded two 
guineas on the pledge, in the name of Thomas Willi- 
ams —*© Two guineas, - ſaid the pawn- broker, look- 
ing at the hanger) this piece of goods has been 
© here ſeveral times before for thirty ſhillings; how- 
* ever, ſince I believe the gentleman to whom it 
belongs will redeem it, he ſhall have what he 
* wants; and accordingly he paid me the money, 
which I carried to the houſe where I had left Jackſon, 
and calling for change, counted out to him ſeven and 
thirty ſhillings, reſerving the other five for myſelt,— 
After looking at the money ſome time he ſaid. D—n 
it! it don't ſignify—this won't do my buſineſs; 
* ſo you may as well take half a guinea or a whole 
* one, as the five ſhillings you have kept,” —1 . 
a c 
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ed him kindly. but refuſed to accept of any more than 
was my due, becauſe I had no proſpect of repaying it. 
Upon which declaration he ſtared in my tace, and 
told me, I was exceſſively raw, or I would not talk 
in that manner. —* Blood! (cried he) I have a very 
* bad opinion of a young fellow who won't borrow 
of his friend, when he's in want—'tis the ſign of 
a ſneaking ſpirit.— Come, come, Random, give 
* me back the five ſhillings, and take this half gui- 
« nea, and if ever you are able to pay me, I belicve 
« you will; if not, d—n me if ever | aſk it. 
When I reflected on my preſent neceſſity, I ſuffered 
myſelf to be perſuaded, and after making my ac- 
knowledgments to Mr. Jackſon, who offered to 
treat me with a play, I returned to my lodgings with 


a much better opinion of this gentleman than I had 


io the morning : and at night imparted my day's ad- 
venture to Strap, who rejoiced at my good luck, ſay- 
ing, I told you, if he was a Scotchman you was 
„ ſafe enongh—and who knows but this marriage 
% may make us all. ou have heard, I ſuppoſe, as 
how a countryman of ours, a journeyman baker, 
t ran away with a great lady of this town, and now 
“ Keeps his coach.—Ecod ! I fay nothing; but yeſ- 
« terday morning as I was ſhaving a gentleman at 
« his own honſe, there was a young lady in the 
© room—a fine buxom wench, i'faith! and ſhe 
© threw ſo many ſheep's eyes at a certain perſon, 
© whom T ſhall not name, that my heart went knock, 
„ knock, knock, hike a fulling mill, and my hand 
© ſh—ſh—ſhook ſo much that | ſliced a piece of ſkin 
«off the gentleman's noſe ; whereby he {wore a 
e deadly oath, and was going to horſewhip me, 
« when ſhe prevented him, and made my peace.— 
« Omen haud malum ! Is not a journeyman barber as 
© good as a journeyman baker? I he only difference 
« is, the baker uſes flour for the belly, and the bar- 
<< ber uſes it for the head: and as the head is amore 
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© noble member than the belly, ſo is a barber more 
noble than a baker for what's the belly without 
« the head ?— Beſides, I am told he could neither 
« read nor write; now you know I can do both: 
*« and moreover ſpeak Latin.—But I will fay no 
& more, for I deſpiſe vanity—nothing is more vain 
than vanity.” — With theſe words he pulled out 
of his pocket a wax candle's end, which he applied 
to his forehead ; and upon examination, I found he 
had combed his own hair over the toupee of his wig, 
and was indeed, in his whole dreſs, become a very 
ſmart ſhaver.— I congratulated him on his proſpect 
with a ſatirical ſmile, which he underſtood very well; 
and ſhaking his head, obſerved I had very little faith, 
but the truth would come to light in ſpite of my in- 
credulity. 


Set 


C HAP. XVII. 


7 go to Surgeon s- hall, where I meet with Mr. 
Fackſon-——— am examined —— a fierce diſpute 
ariſes between two of the examiners Fack- 
fon diſguiſes himſelf to attract reſpet——is 
detefted——in hazard of being ſent to Bride- 
we'l——he treats us at a tavern —— carries 
us to a night-houſe a troubleſome adven- 
ture there We are committed to the Round- 
Bouſe carried before a Juftice——bhis be- 
haviour. 


ITH the aſſi ſtance of this faithful adherent, 
who gave me almoſt all the money he earn- 


ed, I preferved my half guinea entire, till the day 
of examination, when I went with a quaking heart 
to Surgeon's-hall, in order to undergo that cere- 


mony. 
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mony. Among a croud of young fellows who 


walked in the outward hall, I perceived Mr. Jack- 


ſon, to whom I immediately went up, and enqui- 
ring into the-ſtate of his amour, underſtood it was 
ſtill undetermined, by reaſon of his friend's ab- 
ſence, and the delay of the recal at Chatham, which 
put it out of his power to bring it to a concluſion, 
II then aſked what his buſineſs was in this place 
he replied, he was reſolved to have two ſtrings to 
his bow, that in caſe the one failed he might uſe 
the other ; and with this view, he was to paſs that 
night for a higher qualification. At that inſtant a 
roung fellow came out from the place of examina- 
tion, with a pale countenance, his lip quivering, 
and his looks as wild as if he had ſeen a ghoſt. — 
He no ſooner appeared, than we all flocked about 
him with the utmoſt eagerneſs to know what recep- 
tion he had met with; which (after ſome pauſe). he 
deſcribed, recounting all the queſtions they had 
aſked, with the anſwers. he ,made. In this manner 
we obliged no leſs than twelve to recapitulate, which, 
now the danger was paſt, they did with pleaſure; 
before it fell to my lot. At length the beadle called 
my name, with a voice that made me tremble as 
much as if it had been the ſound of the laſt trum- 
pet: However, there was no remedy, I was con- 
ducted into a large hall, where I ſaw about a dozen 
of grim faces ſitting at a long table; one of whom 
bad me come forward in ſuch an imperious tone, 
that I was actually for a minute or two' bereft of 
my ſenſes.— The firſt queſtion he put to me was, 
„Where was you bora ?” To which I anſwered, 
In Scotland.—* In Scotland (ſaid he) I know that 
very well we have ſcarce any other countrymen 
© to examine here—you Scotchmen have overſpread 
„us of late as the locuſts did Egypt :—I aſk you 
„in what part of Scotland was you born ?”—l1 
named the place of my nativity, which he had ne- 
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ver before heard of: He then proceeded to interrogate 
me about my age, the town where | ſerved my time, 
with the term of my apprenticeſhip 3 and when I 
informed him that I ſerved three years only, he fell 
into a violent paſſion ; ſwore it was a ſhame and a 
ſcandal to ſend ſuch raw boys into the world, 'as 
ſurgeons ; that it was great preſumption in e, and 
an affront upon the Engliſh, to pretend to ſufficient 
{kill in my buſineſs, having ſerved ſo ſhort a time, 
when every apprentice in England was bound ſeven 
years at leaſt; - that my friends would have done 
better if they had made me a weaver or ſhoemaker, 


but their pride would have me a gentleman (he ſup- 


poſed) at any rate, and their poverty could not 
afford the neceſſary education.ä— This cxordium did 
not at all contribute to the recovery of my ſpirits, 
but, on the contrary, reduced me to ſuch a ſituation 
that I was ſcarce able to ſtand; which being per- 
ceived by a plump gentleman, who ſat oppoſite to 
me, with a ſkull- before him, he ſaid Mr. Snarler 
was too ſevere upon the young man; and turning 
towards me told me, I need not to be atraid, for 
no body would do me any harm; then bidding me 
take time to recolle& myſelf he examined me touch- 
ing the operation of the trepan, and was very well 
ſatisfied with my anſwers. — The next perſon who 
queſtioned me was a wag, who began by aſking if 
I- had ever ſeen amputation performed; and I re- 
plying in the affirmative, he ſhook his head and 
ſaid, * What ! upon a dead ſubject, I ſuppoſe ? If 
continued he during an engagement at ſea, a 
“ man ſhould be brought to you with his head ſhot 
c off, how would you behave?“ - After ſome he- 
ſitation. I owned, ſuch' a caſe had never come un- 
der my obſervation ; neither did I remember to 
have ſeen any method of cure propoſed for ſuch an 
accident, in any of the ſyſtems of ſurgery I had 
peruſed. Whether it was owing to the fimplicity of 
my anſwer, or the archneſs of the queſtion, I know 

1 not, 
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not, but every member at the board deigned to 
ſmile, except Mr. Snarler, who ſeemed to have very 
little of the animal riſibile in his conſtitution. —The 
facetious member, encouraged by the ſucceſs of his 
laſt joke, went on thus: ** Suppoſe you was called 
* to a patient of a plethoric habit, who had been 
„ bruiſed by a fall, what would you do?“ I an- 
ſwered, I would bleed him immediately. © What, 
„ (faid he) before you had tied up his arm?“ - But 
this ſtroke of wit not anſwering his ex pectation, he 
deſired me to advance to the gentleman who fat 
next him; and who with a pert air, aſked what 
method of cure I would follow in wounds of the 
inteſtines ?—I repeated the method of cure as it is 
preſcribed by the beſt chirurgical writers ; which he 
heard to an end, and then ſaid with a ſupercilious 
{mile, 4+ Ss, you think with ſuch treatment the 
«« patient might recover ?”—I told him I ſaw no- 
thing to make me think otherwiſe — That may 
„ be, (reſumed he) I won't anſwer for your fore- 
« fight; — but did you ever know a caſe of this 
kind ſucceed ?” I acknowledged I did not; and 
was about to tell him I had never ſeen a wounded 
inteſtine; but he ſtopt me, by ſaying with ſome 
precipitation, nor never will. —I afbrm, that all 
« wounds of the inteſtines, whether great or ſmall, 
are mortal.” — Pardon me, brother (ſays the 
« fat gentleman) there is very good authority“ — 
Here he was interrupted' by the other, with “ Sir, 
„ excuſe me, I deſpiſe all authority. — Nullius in 
4 verba.—t ſtand upon my own bottom.“ —“ But, 
„ Sir, Sir, (replied his antagoniſt) the reaſon of the 
« thing-ſhews.” —* A fig for reaſon (cried this ſuf- 
« ficient member) I laugh at reaſon, give me ocu- 
ar demonſtration,” — The corpulent gentleman 
began to wax warm, and obſerved that no man ac- 
quainted with the anatomy of the parts, would ad- 
vance ſuch an extravagant affertion, — This inuendo 
a : 


36 28885 


02 
— 


ww. A 2 ©Q © 


v5 — — — 


—* 7 KB ON - 


+ OB — — — 


RoDERICK RANDOM. 119 


= enraged the other ſo much, that he ſtarted up, and 
in a furious tone exclaimed : ** What Sir! do you 
” « queſtion my knowledge in anatomy? — By this 
time, all the examiners had eſpouſed the opinion of 


one or other of the diſputants, and raiſed their voices 


all together, when the chairman commanded ſilence, 
and ordered me to withdraw. In leſs than a quarter 
of an hour, I was called in again, received my 
qualification ſealed up, and was ordered to pay five 


ſhillings. — I laid down my half-guinea upon the 


table, and ſtood ſome time, until one of them bad 
me be gone. To this I replied, I will, when I have 


got my change; upon which another threw me five 
ſhillings and ſix-pence, ſaying, I ſhould not be a 
true Scotchman if I went away without my change. 
I was afterwards obliged to give three ſhillings and 
ſixpence to the beadles, and a fhilling to an old. 
woman who ſwept the hall : This diſburſement ſunk 
my finances to thirteen pence halfpenny, with which 
1 was ſneaking off, when Jackſon perceiving it, 


came up to me, and begged I would tarry for him, 


and he would accompany me to the other end of 
the town, as ſoon as his examination ſhould be 
over. I could not refuſe this to a perſon that was 
ſo much my friend; but I was aſtoniſhed at the 
change of his dreſs, which was varied in half an 
hour from what I have already deſcribed, to a very 
groteſque faſhion. His head was covered with 
an old ſmoaked tye wig that did not boaſt one 
crooked hair, and a flouched hat over it, which 
would have very well become a chimney-{weeper or 
a duſt-man ; his neck was adorned with a black 
crape, the ends of which he had twiſted, and fixed 
in the button-hole of a ſhabby great coat that 
wrapped up his whole body; his white ſilk ſtock- 
ings were converted into black worſted hoſe ; and 
his countenance was rendered venerable by wrinkles, 
and a beard of his own painting.— When I ex- 

2 | preſied 


120 The ADVENTURES of 


preſſed my ſurprize at this metamorphoſis, he laughed, 
and told me, it was done by the advice and aſliſt 
ance of a. friend who lived over the way, and would 
certainly produce ſomething very much to his ad- 
vantage; for it gave him the appearance of age, 
which never fails of attracting reſpect I applauded 
his ſagacity, and waited with impaticnce, for the 
effects of it. At length he was called in, but whe- 
ther the oddneſs of his appearance excited a curioſity 
more than uſual in the board, or his behaviour was 
not ſuitable: to his figure, I know not, he was diſ- 
covered to be an impoſtor, and put into the hands 
of the beadle, in order to be ſent to Bridewell. 
So that, inſtead of ſeeing him come out with a 
chearful countenance, and a ſurgeon's qualification 
in his hand, I perceived him led through the out- 
ward hall as a priſoner; and was very much alarmed 
and anxious to know the occaſion; when he called 
with a lamentable voice and piteous aſpect, to me, 
and ſome others who knew him ; For God's 
« fake, gentlemen, bear witneſs that J am the 
* ſame individual John Jackſon, who ſerved as 


„ ſurgeon's ſecond mate on board the Elizabeth, or 


« elſe i ſhall go to Bridewell. It would have been 
impoſſible for the moſt auſtere hermit that ever lived, 
to have refrained from laughing at his appearance 
and addreſs ; we therefore indulged ourſelves a good 
while at his expence, and afterwards pleaded his 
cauſe ſo effectually with the beadle, who was gra- 
tified with half a crown, that the priſoner was diſmiſſ- 
ed; and in a few moments reſumed his former paity; 
— ſwearing, ſince the board had refus'd his money, 
he would ſpend it every ſhilling before he went to bed 
in treating his friends; at the ſame time inviting us 


all to favour him with our company. It was now 


ten o'clock at night, and as I had a great way to 
walk thro' ſtreets that were utterly unknown to me, 
I was prevailed upon to be of their party, in hopes 
* he 
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he would afterwards accompany me to my lodgings, 
according to his promiſe. He conducted us to his 
friend's houſe, who kept a tavern over the way, 
where we continued drinking punch, until the liquor 
mounted up to our heads, and made us all extremely 
frolickſome : I, in particular, was ſo much elevated, 
that nothing would ſerve me but a wench, at which 
demand Jackſon expreſſed much joy, and aſſured me! 
ſhould have my deſire before we parted. —According- 
ly, when he had paid the reckoning we ſallied out, 
roaring and ſinging; and were conducted by our leader 
to a place of nocturnal entertainment, where | imme- 
diately attached myſelf to a fair one, with whom I pro- 
poſed to ſpend the remaining part of the night; but ſhe 
not reliſhing my appearance, refuſed to grant my re- 
queſt before I ſhould have made her an acknowledge- 
ment, which not ſuiting with my circumſtances, we 
broke off our correſpondence, to my no {mall morti- 
fication and reſentment, becauſe I thought the merce- 
nary creature had not done juſtice to my merit. In 
the mean time, Mr. Jackſon's dreſs had attracted the 
inclinations and aſſiduities of to or three nymphs, who 
loaded him with careſſes, in return for the arrack punch 
with which he treated them; till at length, notwich- 
ſtanding the ſprightly ſallies of thoſe charmers, ſleep 
began to exert his power over us all: and our con- 
ductor called, To pay.” When the bill was brought, 
which amounted to twelve ſhillings, he put his hand 
in his pocket, but might have ſaved himſelf the trou- 
ble, for his purſe was gone. This accident diſcon- 
certed him a good deal at firſt, but, after ſome recol- 
lection, he ſeized the two Dulcineas, who fat by him, 
one in each hand; and ſwore it they did not immedi- 
ately reſtore his money, he would charge a conſtable 
with them. — I he good lady at the bar ſeeing what 
paſſed, whiſpered ſomething to the drawer, who went 
out; and then with great compoſure, aſked what 
was the matter—Jackſon told her he was robbed, 
Vox. I. N 2 and 
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and {wore if ſhe refuſed him ſatisfaction, he would have 
her and her whores committed to Bridewell.— Rob- 
«© bed (cried ſhe) robbed, in my houſe ! gentlemen and 
« ladies, I take you all to witneſs, this perſon has 
4 ſcandalized my reputation.” —At that inſtant, ſee- 
ing the conſtable and watch enter, ſhe proceeded, 
« What! you muſt not only endeavour by your 
e falſe aſperſions to ruin my character; but even 
« commit an aſſault upon my family? Mr. Conſta- 
ce ble, I charge you with this uncivil perſon, who 
«© has been guilty of a riot here; I ſhall take care and 
<< bring an action againſt him for defamation.” — 
While I was reflecting on this melancholy event, 
which had made me quite ſober, the lady whoſe fa- 
vours I had ſolicited, being piqued at ſome repartee 
that paſſed between us, cried, ** 'They are all con- 


«<< cerned;” and deſired the conſtable to take us all in- 


to cuſtody, an arreſt which was performed inſtantly, to 
the utter aſtoniſhment and deſpair of us all, except 
Jackſon, who having been often in ſuch ſcrapes was 
very little concerned, and charged the conſtable, in his 
turn, with the landlady and her whole bevy: Upon 
which we were carried all together priſoners to the 
Round-houſe ; where Jackſon (after a word of com- 
fort to us) informed the conſtable of his being robbed, 
to which he ſaid he would {wear next morning before 
the juſtice.—** Ay, ay, (ſays the bawd) we ſhall ſee 
& whole oath will moſt ſignify.”— In a little time 
the conſtable calling Jackſon into another room, 
ſpoke to him thus: I perceive that you and your 
„ company are ſtrangers, and am very ſorry for your 
& being involved in ſuch an ugly buſineſs. I have 
c known this woman a great while; ſhe has kept 
cc a notorious houſe in the neighbourhood theſe 
4 many years; and although often complained of as 
< nuſance, {till eſcapes thro' her intereſt with the 
“ t- ces, to whom ſhe and all of her employ- 


ment, pay contribution quarterly for protection.— 
cc AS 
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cc As the charged me with you firſt, her complaint 
« vill have the preference, and ſhe can procure evi- 
cc dence to ſwear whatever ſhe ſhall pleaſe to deſire 
& of them. So that, unleſs you make it up before 
« morning, you and your companions may think 
« yourſelves happily quit for a month's hard labour 
e in Bridewell. Nay, if ſhe ſhould {wear a robbe- 
6 ry or aſſault againſt you, you will be committed 
« to Newgate, and tried next ſeſſions at the Old- 
« Baily for your life.” This laſt piece of information 
had ſuch an effect upon Jackſon, that he agreed to 
make it up,. provided his money might be reſtored : 
The conſtable told him, that inſtead of retrieving 
what he had loſt, he was pretty certain, it would 
colt him ſome more before they would come to any 
compoſition.— But however, he had compaſſion on 
him, and would, if he pleaſed, found them about a 
mutual releaſe. The unfortunate beau thanked him 
for his friendſhip, and returning to us, acquainted 
us with the ſubſtance of this dialogue ; while the 
conſtable deſiring to ſpeak in private with our ad- 
verſary, carried her into the next room, and pleaded 
our cauſe ſo effectually, that ſhe condeſcended to 
make him umpire: He accordingly propoſed an ar- 
bitration, to which we gave our aſſent; and he 
fined each party in three ſhillings to be laid out in a 
bowl of punch, wherein we drowned all animoſities, 
to the inexpreſlible joy of my two late acquaintances 
2nd me, who had been in the ſtate of the damned 
ever ſince Jackſon mentioned Bridewell and New- 
gate. =By the time we had finiſhed our bowl, to 
which, by the by, I had contributed my laſt ſhilling, 
it was morning; and I propoſed to move homeward, 
when the conitable gave me to underſtand, he could 
diſcharge no priſoners but by order of the juſtice, be- 


fore whom we mult appear.—This renewed my cha- 


grin, and I curſed the hour in which I had yielded to 


. Jackſon's iuvitation.— About nine o' clock we were 
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eſcorted to the houſe of a certain juſtice not many 
miles diſtant from Covent-Garden ; who no ſooner 
Aaw the conſtable enter with a train of priſoners at his 
heels, than he faluted him as follows: “ So, Mr. 
„ Conſtable, you are a diligent man—what den of 
&« rogues have you been ſcouring ?” Then looking 
at us, who appeared very much dejected, he conti- 
nued, ** Ay, ay, thieves, I ſee - old offenders —(), 
„ your humble ſervant, Mrs. Harridan ! I ſuppoſe 
<& theſe fellows have been taken rebbing your houſe— 
< yes, yes, here's an old acquaintance of mine— 
£ you have uſed expedition (ſaid he to me) in return- 
& ing from tranſportation ; but we ſhall ſave you 
ce the trouble for the future—the ſurgeons will fetch 
« you from your next tranſportation, at their ex- 
* pence.” I aſſured his worſhip he was miſtaken in 
me, for he had never ſeen me in his life before. —- 
To this declaration he repiied, + Row | you impu- 

* dent raſcal, dare you ſay ſo to my face? Do you 
« think I am to be impoſed upon by that northern 
c accent which you have aſſumed ? but it ſhan't avail 
4 you—you ſhall find me too far north for you, — 
« Here, clerk, write this fellow's mitt mus, —His 
name is Patrick Gaghagan,” — Here Mr. Jackſon 
interpoſed, and told him, I was a Scotchman lately 
come to town, deſcended of a good family, and that 
my name was Random, — The juſtice looked upon 
this aſſertion as an outrage upon his memory, on 
which he valued himſelf much; and ſtrutting up to 

ackſon, with a fierce countenance, put his hands in 
his ſides, and ſaid, Who are you, Sir? - Do you 
& give me the lie ?—Take notice, gentlemen, here's 
«« a fellow who affronts me upon the bench, but 
« III lay you faſt, ſirrah, I will, for notwithſtand- 
ing your laced jacket, I believe you are a noto- 
cc rious felon.” My friend was ſo much abaſhed at 
this menace, which was thundered out with great 


vociferation, that he changed colour, and remained 
ſpeech- 
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ſpeechleſs — This confuſion his worſhip took for a 
ſymptom of guilt, and to compleat the diſcovery, 
continued his threats. —** Now, Iam convinced you 
are a thief, —your face diſcovers it, —you tremble 
&« all over— your conſcience won't lie ſtill—you'll 
& be hang'd, firrah, (raiſing his voice) you'll be 
„ hang'd, and happy had it been for the world, az 
« well as your own miſerable foul, if you had been 
* detected and cut off in the beginning of your ca- 
« reer, Come hither clerk, and take this man's 
& confeſſion,” I was in an agony of conſternation, 
when the conſtable going into another room with 
kis worſhip, acquainted him with the truth of the 
tory: which having learned, he returned with a 
{miling countenance, and addrefling himſelf to us 
all, faid, it was always his way to terrify young 
people, when they came before him, that his threats. 
might make a ſtrong impreſſion on their minds, and 
deter them from engaging in ſcenes of riot and de- 
bauchery, which commonly ended before the judge. 
Thus having cloaked his own want of diſcernment, 
under the diſguiſe of paternal care, we were diſ- 
miſſed, and I found myſelf as much lightened as if 
@ mountain had been lifted off my brealt, 
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CHAP. XVIII. 


1 carry my qualification to the Navy-office =— 
the nature of it the behaviour of the S— 
— Strap's concern for my abſence 
a battle betwixt him and a blackſmith——the 


troubleſome conſequences fit his harangue 


to me——— his friend the ſchool-maſter recom- 
mends me to a French apothecary, who enter- 


tains me as a journeyman, ; 


Would willingly have gone home to ſleep, but 
was told by my companions, that we muſt deliver 
our letters of qualification at the Navy-office before 
one a-clock ; accordingly we went thither, and gave 
them to the S—t—y, who opened and read them, 
and I was mightily pleaſed to find myſelf qualified 
tor ſecond mate of a third rate. When he had ſtuck 
them all together on a file, one of our company aſked 
if there were any vacancies ? To which interrogation 
he anſwered, No, Then I ventured to enquire if any 
ſhips were to be put into commiſſion ſoon. —At which 
queſtion he ſurveyed me with a look of ineffable con- 
tempt, and puſhing us out of his office, locked the door 
without deigning us another word, —We went down 
ſtairs and conferred together on our expectations, 
when I underſtood that each of them had been recom- 
mended to one or other of the commiſſioners; and each 
of them promiſed the firſt vacancy that ſhould fall 
but that none of them relied ſolely upon that intereſt, 
without a preſent to the S t-, with whom ſome of 
the C went ſnacks, For which reaſon each 


of them had provided a ſmall purſe ; and I was aſked 
what 
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what I propoſed to give? This was a vexatious queſ- 
tion to me, who (far from being in a capacity to 
gratify a ravenous S—t--y) had not wherewithal to 
purchaſe a dinner.— l therefore anſwered, I had nor 
yet determined what to give; and ſneaked off to- 
wards my own lodging, curſing my fate all the way, 
and inveighing with much bitterneſs againſt the bar- 
barity of my grandfather, and the fordid avarice of 
my relations, who left me a prey to contempt and 
indigence.— Full of theſe diſagreeable reflections, I 
arrived at the houſe where I lodged, and relieved my 
landlord from great arfxiety on my account; for, 
this honeſt man believed 1 had met with fome diſmal 
accident, and that he ſhould never fee me again.—- 
Strap, who had come to viſit me in the morning, 
underſtanding | had been abroad all night, was almoſt 
diſtracted, and after having obtained leave of his maſ- 
ter, had gone in queſt of me, though he was even 
more ignorant of the town than I, Not being will- 
ing to inform my landlord of my adventure, I told 
him, I had met an acquaintance at Surgeon's-hall, 
with whom I ſpent the evening and night, but being 
very much infeſted by bugs, 1 had not ſlept much, 
and therefore intended to take a little repoſe ; ſo ſay- 
ing, I went to bed and deſired to be awakened if Strap 
ſhould happen to come while | ſhould be aſleep. —I was 
accordingly rouſed by my friend himſelf, who entered 
my chamber about three a clock in the afternoon ; 
and preſented a figure to my eyes, that I could ſcarce 
believe real An ſhort, this affectionate ſhaver, ſetting 
out towards Surgeon's-hall, had enquired for me there 
to no purpoſe ; from thence he found his way to the 
Navy-office, where he could hear no tidings of me, 
becauſe I was unknown to every body then preſent ; 
he afterwards went upon Change in hopes of ſeeing 
me upon the Scotch walk; but without ſucceſs : At 
laſt, being almoſt in deſpair of finding me, he reſol- 


ved to. alk every body he met in. the ſtreet, if per- 
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chance any one could give him information about me: 
and actually put his reſolution in practice, in ſpite 
of the ſcoffs, curſes, and reproaches with which he 
was anſwered; until a blackſmith's *prentice, ſecing 
him ſtop a porter with a burden on his back, and 
hearing his queſtion, for which he received a hearty 
curſe, called to him, and aſkedif the perſon he enquired 
af.er was not a Scotchman ?—Strap replied with great 
eagerneſs, ** Yes, and had on a brown coat with 
long ſkirts.” —*© The ſame (ſaid the blackſmith) I 
« ſaw him paſs by an hour ago.” — “ Did you fo? 
*- (cried Strap rubbing his hands) Odd! I am very 
* glad of that—which way went he ?”—* Towards 
« Fyburn in a cart (faid he;) if you make good 
«© ſpeed you may get thither time enough to fee him 
© hang'd.”'— This piece of wit incenſed my friend to 
ſuch a degree, that he called the blackſmith ſcoundrel, 
and proteſted he would fight him for half a farthing.— 
„No, no, (ſaid the other, ſtripping) I'll have none 
of your money you Scotchmen fetdom carry any 
e about you but Il fight you for love“ - There 
was a ring immediatety formed by the mob: and 
Strap finding he could not get off honourably with- 
out fighting, at the ſame time burning with reſent- 
ment againſt his adverſary, quitted his cloaths to the 
care of the multitude, and the battle began with great 
violence on the fide of Strap, who in a few minutes 
exhauſted his breath and fpirits on his patient antago- 
niſt, who ſuſtained the aſſault with great coolneſs, 
till finding the barber quite ſpent, he returned the 
blows he had lent him, with ſuch intereſt, that Strap, 
after having received three falls on the hard ſtones, 
gave out, and allowed the blackſmith to be the better 
man. The victory being thus decided, it was pro- 
poſed to adfourn to a cellar hard by and drink friends. 
But when my friend began to gather up his cloaths, 
he perceived that ſome honeſt perſon or other had 
made tree with his ſhirt, neckcloth, hat and with 
| Which 
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which were carried off; and probably his coat and 
waiſtcoat would have met with the ſame fate, had 
they been worth ſtealing.—lt was in vain for him to 
make a noiſe, which only yielded mirth to the ſpec- 
tators; he was fain to get off in this manner, which 
he accompliſhed with much difficulty, and appeared 
before me, all beſmeared with blood and dirt. | 
Notwithſtanding this misfortune, ſuch was his tran- 
ſport at finding me ſafe and ſound, that he had almoſt 
{tiled and ſtunk me to death with his embraces. — 
After he had cleaned himſelf and put on one of my 
ſhirts, and a woolen night- cap, I recounted to him 
the particulars of my night's campaign, which filled 
him with admiration, and made him repeat with 
great energy, an obſervation which was often in his 


mouth, namely, “that ſurely London is the devil's- 


„ drawing- room.“ As neither of us had dined, he 


deſired me to get up, and the milk-woman coming: 


round at that inſtant, he went down ſtairs and brought 
up a quart, with a penny brick, on which we made 
a comfortable meal. He then ſhared his money with 


me, which amounted to eighteen. pence, and left me, 


with an intention to borrow an old wig and hat of 
his friend the ſchool-maſter, | 

He was no ſooner gone than I began to confer 
my {ttuation. with great uneaſineſs, and revolved all 
the ſchemes my imagination could ſuggeſt, in order to 
chooſe and purſue ſome one that would proeure me 
bread ; for it is impoſſible to expreſs the pangs I felt, 
when reflected on the miſerabledependance in which 
I lived, at the expence of a poor barber's boy. 
My pride took the alarm, and having no hopes of 


ſucceeding at the Navy- office, I came to a reſolution. 
of enliſting in the toot-guards next day, be the event 
what it would. This extravagant deſign, by flatter-- 
ing my diſpoſition, gave great ſatisfaction, and I Was 


Charging the enemy at the kead of my own regiment, 
when Strap's return interrupted my reverie— Ihe 
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ſchool-maſter had made him a preſent of the tye-wig 
which he wore when I was introduced to him, to- 
gether with an old hat, whoſe brims would have over- 
thadowed a Coloſſus. Though Strap had ventured 


to wear them in the duſk, he did not chooſe to en- 


tertain the mob by day; therefore went to work im · 
mediately and reduced them both to a moderate ſize, 
While he was imployed in this office, he addreſſed me 
thus: © To be ſure, Mr. Random, you are born a 
« gentleman, and have a great deal of learning—and 
indeed look like a gentleman, for as to perſon you 
% may hold up your head with the beſt of them. 
« On the other hand, I am a poor, but honeſt co- 
s bler's ſon my mother was as induſtrious a woman 
« as ever broke bread, till ſuch time as ſhe took to 
, drinking, which you very well know—but every 
body has failings Humanum eft errare.—Now for 
«« myſelf I am a poor journeyman barber, tolerably 
« well made, and underſtand ſome Latin, and have 
« a ſmattering of Greek—but what of that? perhaps 
I might alſo ſay that I know a little of the world 
« — but that is to no purpoſe — though you be gentle 
« and I ſimple, it does not follow but that I who 
am ſimple may do a good office to you who are 
4 gentle. Nov this is the caſe—my kinſman the 
© fſchool-· maſter — perhaps you did not know how 
<« nearly he is related to me I'Il ſatisfy you in that 
0 preſently--his mother and my grandmother's ſiſter's 
% nephew—no, that's not it my grandfather's bro- 
A ther's daughter--rabbit it! I have forgot the degree; 
© but this I know, he and E are couſin's ſeven times 
« removed.” My impatience to know the good office 
he had done me, got the better of my temper, and L 
interrupted him at this place, with, D-——2 your 
relation and pedigree, if the ſchool-mafter or 
you can be of any advantage to me, why don't you 


« tell me without all this preamble. When 1 pro- 


nounced. theſe words with ſome vehemence, Strap. 
| looked 


* 
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looked at me for ſome time with a grave countenance, 
and then went on: * Surely, our pedigree is not to: 
6. be d—n'd, becauſe it is not ſo noble as yours —I 
« am very ſorry to ſee ſuch an alteration in your tem- 


per of late you was always fiery, but now you: 
& are grown as crabbed as old Periwinkle the drunk- 
en tinker, on whom you and I (God forgive us) 
« played ſo many unlucky tricks, while we were at 
© ſchool; — but I will no longer detain you in ſuſ- 
«« pence, becauſe (doubtleſs) nothing is more uneaſy 
than doubt—dubio procul dubio nil dubtus, My: 
friend, or relation, or which you will, or both, 
« the ſchool-maſter, being informed of the regard I 
have for you—for you may be ſure, I did not fail to 
let him know your good qualities--- by the bye he 
0 has undertaken to teach you the pronunciation of 
© the Engliſh tongue, without which (he ſays) you 
* will be unfit for buſineſs in this country—l ſay, 
my relation has ſpoken in your behalf to a French 
*« apothecary who wants a journeyman; and on his: 
recommendation, you may have fifteen pounds per 
year, bed and board, whenever you pleaſe. — 
J was too much intereſted in this piece of news to 
entertain it with indifference ; but jumping up, inſiſted! 
on Strap's immediately accompanying me to the houſe 
of his friend, that I might not loſe this opportunity 
through the leaſt delay or neglect on my part.— We 
were informed that the ſchool-maſter was in company 
at a publick houſe in the neighbourhood, whither we 
repaired, and found him drinking with the very in- 
dividual apothecary in queſtion. When he was called 
to the door at our deſire, and obſerved my impatience,, 
he broke out into his uſual term of admiration: © O 
*© Ch—ſ{! I ſuppoſe when you heard of this offer, 
* you did not take leiſure enough to come down; 
* ſtairs, but leapt outof the window; did you over- 
* turn no porter nor oyſter-woman- in your way? 
Alt was a mercy of God you did not knock your: 
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brains out againſt ſome poſt in your career. O'my 
« conſcience! I believe had I been in the mmelt 
<« receſſes of my habitat.on—the very pevetralia.— 

1 —.— in bed with my wife; your eagerneſs would 
have ſurmounted bolts, bars, decency and every 
thing. | he den of Cacus, or Sandtum Si 
could not have hid me from you. But come along, 
« the gentleman of whom I ſpoke is in the houſe, I 
« will preſent you to him forthwith '—— When I 
entered the room, I perceived four or five people 
fmoaking, one of whom the ſchool-maſter accoſted 
thus: © Mr. Lavement, here's the young man of 
* whom I ſpoke to you.” The apothecary, who 
was a little old withered man. with a forehead abour 
an inch high, a noſe turned up at the end, Jarge 
cheek bones that heiped to form a pit for his littie 
grey eyes, a great bag of looſe {kin hanging down 
on each ſide in wrinkles like the alforjas of a baboon ; 
and a month ſo accuſtomed to that contraction which 
produces grinning, that he could not pronounce a 
fvllable without diſcovering the remains of his teeth, 


which conſiſted of four yellow fangs, not improperly | 


by anatomiſts, called canins,—This perſon, (I ſay) 
after having eyed me ſome time; ſaid, ©* Oho, ti 

ver well, Monſ. Concordance ; — young man, you 
are ver wellcome, take one coup of bierre—and 
come to mine houſe to-marrow morning, Monlf. 

*© Concordance vil ſhew you de way - Upon this I 
made my bow, and as I went out of the room, could 


tear him ſay, Ma foy! ceft un beau gargon, weft un 


ealliard, —As J had, by my own application, while k 
tei ved Crab, acquired the French tongue well enough 
to read authors written in that language, and under- 
ſtand any thing that occurred in converſation, I 
determined to pretend ignorance to my new maſter, 
that he and his family, whom I ſuppoſed to be of the 
fame country, not being on the reſerve before me, 


might poſſibly diſcover ſomething i in diſcourſe, which 
would 
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would either yield me amuſement or advantage. 
Next morning Mr. Concordance carried me to the 
apothecary's houſe, where the bargain was made, 
and orders given to provide an apartment for me im- 
mediately. But before I entered upon bulineſs, the 
{hool-maſter recommended me to his taylor, who 
gave me credit for a ſuit of cloaths to be paid out of the 
firſt moiery of my wages, and they were begun upon 
that very day; he afterwards accommodated me with 
a new hat, on the fame terms; ſo that, in a few days, 
I hoped to make a very faſhionable appearance — In 
the mean time, Strap conveyed my baggage to the 
place allotted for me, which was a back room up two 
pair of ſtairs, furniſhed with a pallet for me to lie 
upon, a chair without a back, an-earthen chamber- 
pot without an handle, a bottle by way of eandleſtick, 
and a triangular piece vf glaſs inſtead of a mirrour, 
the reſt of its ornaments having been lately removed 
to one of the garrets, for the convenience -of the ſer- 
vant of an Iriſh captain, who lodged in the firſt floor, 
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The characters of Mr. Lavement, his wife and 
daughter ſome anecdotes of the family—— 
the mother and daughter rivals —— I am guil- 
ty of a miſtake that gives me preſent [atisfac- 
tion, but is attended with troubleſome conſa- 
QUENCES. 


EXT day while I was at work in the ſhop, 

a bouncing damſel well-dreſſed came in, on 
pretence of finding a vial for ſome uſe or other; and 
taking an opportunity when ſhe thought I did not 
mind her, of obſerving me narrowly, went away with 
a-ſilent look of diſdain. I eaſily gueſſed her ſen- 
a 7 timents, 
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timents, and my 'pride took the reſolution of enter- 
taining the ſame indifference and neglect towards 


her. At dinner, the maids with whom I dined in 
the kitchen, gave me to underſtand that this was my 
maſter's only daughter, who would have a very hand- 
ſome fortune, on account of which, and her beayty, 
a great many young gentlemen made their addreſſes 
to her——that ſhe had been twice on the brink of 


marriage, but diſappointed by the ſtingineſs of her 


father, who refuſed to part with a ſhilling to promote 
the match—for which reaſon the young lady did not 
behave to her father with all the filial veneration that 
might be expected : In particular, ſhe harboured the 
molt perfect hatred for his countrymen, in which. 
diſpoſition ſhe reſembled her mother, who was an Eng- 
liſh woman ; and by theſe hints they dropp'd, I learn- 
ed the grey mare was the better horſe— that ſhe was 
a matron of a high ſpirit, which was often manifeſt- 
ed at the expence of her dependants; that ſhe loved 
diverſions, and looked upon miſs as her rival in all 
parties, which was indeed the true cauſe of her diſ- 
appointments ; for had the mother been hearty in her 
intereſt, the father would not have ventured to refuſe 
her demands,--Over and above this intelligence, I of 
myſelf ſoon made more diſcoveries: Mr. Lave- 
ment's ſignificant grins at his wife, while ſhe looked 
another way, convinc'd me that he was not at all 
content with his lot : and his behaviour in preſence 
of the captain, made me believe his chief torment 
was jealouſy. —As for my own part I was conſidered 
in no other light than that of a menial ſervant, and 
had been already ſix days in the houſe without being 
honoured with one word from. either mother or 
daughter, the latter (as J underſtood from the maids) 
having at table one day, expreſſed ſome ſur prize that 
her papa ſhouid entertain ſuch an aukward, mean- 
looking journeyman.— I was nettled at this piece of 
information, and next Sunday, (it being my turn to 
take 
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take my diverſion) dreſſed myſelf in my new cloaths 
to the greateſt advantage, and, vanity apart, made 
no contemptible figure. After having ſpent moſt 
part of the day in company with Strap and ſome of 
his acquaintance, I came home in the afternoon, and 


was let in by miſs, who not knowing me, dropt a 


low courteſy as I advanced, which I returned with a a 


profound bow, and ſhut the door. — By that time I 
had turned about, ſhe had perceived her miſtake, and 
chang'd colour, but did not withdraw, The paſſage 
being narrow, I could not get away without joſtling 
her; ſo, I was forced to remain where I was, with 
my eyes fix'd on the ground, and my face glowing 
with bluſhes——At length her vanity coming to her 
aſſiſtance, ſhe went away tittering, and I could hear 
her pronounce the word © creature.” From this day 
forward, ſhe came into the ſhop fifty times every 
day, upon various pretences, and put in practice ſo 
many ridiculous airs, that I could eaſily perceive her 
opinion of me was changed, and that ſhe did not 
think me altogether an unworthy conqueſt—But my 
heart was ſo ſteeled againſt her charms by pride and 
reſentment, which were two chief ingredients in my 
diſpoſition, that I remain'd inſenſible to all her arts; 
and notwithſtanding ſome advances ſhe made, could 
not be prevail'd upon to yield her the leaſt attention ·K 
This negle&t ſoon baniſh'd all the favourable impreſſi- 
ons ſhe felt for me, and the rage of a ſlighted woman 
took place in her heart; this ſhe maniteſted not only 
in all the fuggeſtions her malice could invent to my 
prejudice with her father, but alſo in- procuring for 
me ſuch ſervile employments, as ſhe hoped, would 
ſufficiently humble my ſpirit. One day in particu- 
lar ſhe ordered me to bruſh my maſter's. coat; but I 
refuſing, a ſmart dialogue enſued, which ended in 
her burſting into tears of rage; when her mother 
interpoſing, and examining into the merits of the- 
cauſe, determin'd it in my favour ;. and this __ 
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effice I owed not to any eſteem or conſideration ſhe 
had for me, but ſolely to the deſire of mortifying her 
daughter, who on this occaſion obſerv'd, that let 
people be never ſo much in the right, there were 
tome folks who would never do them juſtice ;. but to 
be ſure, they had their reaſons for it, which ſome peo- 
ple were not ignorant of, although they deſpiſed their 
little arts This inſinuation of ſome people and 
ſome folks, put me upon obſerving the behaviour oft 
my miſtreſs more narrowly for the future; and it was- 
not long before I had reaſon to believe that ſhe looked 
upon her daughter as a rival in the affections of cap- 
tain Odonnell, who lodged in the houſe In the 
mean time my induſtry and knowledge gained me the 
good will of my maſter, who would often ſay in: 
French! Mardy! c'eſt un bon gargon.” He had: 
a. great deal of buſineſs; but as he was-moſtly em- 
ployed among his fellow refugees, his profits were 
1mall.— However, his expence for medicines was not 
great, for, he was the moſt expert man at a ſucce- 
daneum, of any apothecary in London; fo that I have 
been ſometimes amazed to fee him, without: the leaſ\t. 
heſitation, make up a phyſician's preſcription, though. 
he had not in his ſhop one medicine mentioned in it. 
Oyſter-ſhells he could convert into ctab's eyes; 
common oil into oil of ſweet almonds; ſyrup of ſu- 
gar into balſamic ſyrup ; Thames water into aqua 
cinnamomĩ; turpentine into capivi; and a hundred 
more coſtly preparations were produced in an inſtant, 
from the cheapeſt and. coarſeſt drugs of the materia 
medica and when any common thing was ordered 
tor a patient, he always took care to diſguiſe it in: 
colour or taſte, or both, in ſuch a manner, as that 
it could not poſſibly be known. For which purpoie, 
cochineal and oil of cloves were of great ſervice. A- 
mong many noſtrums which he poſſeſs'd, there was 
one for the venereal diſeaſe, that brought him a good. 
deal of money; and this he concealed ſo artfully trom 

me, 
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me, that I could never learn its compoſition : Bur 
during the eight months I ſtayed in his ſervice, he 
was ſo unfortunate in the uſe of it, that three parts 
in four of thoſe who took it, were fain to confirm 
the cure by a ſalivation under the direction of another 
doctor. This bad ſucceſs, in all appearance, at- 
tach'd him the more to his ſpecific; and before 1 left 
him, I may venture to ſay, he would have ſooner 
renounced the Trinity (notwithſtanding his being a 
good Hugonot) than his confidence in the never- 
tailing power of this remedy.— Mr. Lavement had 
attempted, more than once, to introduce a vegetable 
diet into his family, by launching out into the praiſe 
of roots and greens, and decrying the uſe of fleſh, 
both as a phyſician and philoſopher ; but all his 
rhetoric could not make one proſelyte to his opinion, 
and even the wife of his boſom declared againſt the 
propoſal. Whether it was owing to the little 
regard ſhe paid to her huſband's admonition in this 
particular, or to the natural warmth of her conſtitu- 
tion, I know not; but this lady's paſſions became eve- 
ry day more and more violent, till at laſt ſhe look'd' 
upon decency as an unneceſſary reſtraint ; and one 
afternoon, when her huſband was abroad, and her 
daughter gone to viſit, ordered me to call a hackney 
coach, in which ſhe and the captain drove towards 
Covent Garden.——Mils came home in the evening, 
and ſupping at her uſual hour, went to bed. —Abour 
eleven a clock my maſter entered, and aſked if his 
wife was gone to ſleep : Upon which I told him, my 
miſtreſs went out in the afternoon, and was not yet 
returned. This was like a clap of thunder to the poor 
apothecary, who ſtarting back, cried * Mort de ma 
&« die vat you tell a me? — My wife not at home!” 
—At that inſtant a patient's ſervant arrived with a 
preſcription for a draught, which my maſter taking, 
went into the ſhop to make it up with his own hand, 
While he 1ubb'd the ingredients in a glaſs mortar, 

he 
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he enquir'd of me, whether or no his wife went out 

alone; and no ſooner heard that ſhe was in company 

with the captain, than with one blow he ſplit the 

mortar into a thouſand pieces, and grinning like the 

head of a baſs viol, exclaim'd, * Ah traitreſſe !'” = 

It would have been impoſlible for me to have preſerv'd 

my gravity a minute longer, when I was happily 

relieved by a rap at the door, which I open'd, and 

perceiv'd my miſtreſs coming out of a coach ; the 
flounc'd immediately into the ſhop, and addreſſed her 
huſband thus: I ſuppoſe you thought I was loſt, 
my dear—Captain Odonnell has been ſo good as to 
treat me with a play.” —* Play —play (replied he) 

« Oho! yes by gar, I believe ver prettie play.” 
** Bleſs me ! (ſaid ſhe) what's the matter? —“ Vat 
de matter? (cried he, forgetting all his former 
complaiſance) by gar, you be one damn dog's wife 
©© —ventre bleu | me vill ſhow you vat it is to put 
one horn upon my head. Pardieu ! le capitaine 
** Odonnell be one —”— Here the captain, who had 
been all the while at the door diſcharging the coach, 
enter'd, and faid with a terrible voice, © D—mme ! 
** what am I ??—Mr. Lavement changing his tone, 
immediately ſaluted him with, Oh ſerviteur mon- 
& fleur le capitaine, vous etes un gallant hymme=—ma 
« femme eſt fort obligte,” —Then turning about to- 
wards me, pronounced with a low voice, Et diabl:- 
* ment obligeante ſans doute.— “ Harkee, Mr. Lave- 
&« ment, (ſaid the captain) I am a man of honour, 
6 and I believe you are too much of a gentleman to 
& be offended at the civility I ſhew your wife.” 
his declaration had ſuch an effect on the 
apothecary, that he reſumed all the politeſſe of a 
Frenchman ; and with the utmoſt proſtration of com- 
pliment, aſſured the captain that he was perfectly 
well ſatisfied with the honour he had done his wife. 
Matters being thus compos'd, every body went to 
reſt. Next day I perceived through a glaſs door that 
| open'd. 


* 
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open'd from the ſhop into the parlour, the captain 
talking earneſtly to miſs, who heard him with a 
look that expreſſed anger mingled with ſcorn ; which 
however he at laſt found means to mollify, and ſeal'd 
his reconciliation with a kiſs. This circumſtance 
ſoon convinc'd me of the occaſion of the quarrel; but 
notwithſtanding all my vigilance, I could never dif- 
cover any other commerce between them, In the 
mean while, I had reaſon to believe I had infpir'd 
one of the maids with tender ſentiments for me z 
and one night when I thought every other perſon 
in the houſe aſleep, I took the opportunity of going 
to reap the fruits of my conqueſt : her bedfellow 
having the day before gone to Richmond to viſit her 
parents —Accordingly I got up, and (naked as I was) 
explor'd my way in the dark, to the garret where ſhe 
lay.—TI was raviſh'd to find the door open, and moved 
ſoftly to her bed-ſide, tranſported with the hope of 
compleating my wiſhes. But what horrors o 
louſy and diſappointment did I feel, when I found 
her aſleep, faſt locked in the arms of a man, whom I 
eaſily gueſſed to be no other than the captain's ſer- 
vant ! I was upon the point of doing ſome raſh thing, 
when the noiſe of a rat ſcratching behind the wain- 
ſcot, put me to flight, and I was fain to get back to 
my own bed in ſafety.— Whether this alarm had 
diſorder'd my mind, or that I was led aſtray by the 
power of deſtiny, I know not ; but inſtead of turn- 
ing to the left hand, when I deſcended to the ſecond 
ſtory, ] purſued the contrary courſe, and miſtook the 
young lady's bed-chamber for my own. I did not 
perceive my miſtake before I had run againſt the bed 
poſts ; and then it was not in my power to retreat 
undiſcover'd ; for the nymph being awake, felt my 
approach, and with a ſoft voice, bad me make leſs 
noiſe leſt the Scotch- booby in the next room ſhould 
over-hear us. This hint was ſufficient to inform me 


of the nature of the aſſignation ; and as my paſſions, at 
any 
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any time high, were then in a ſtate of exaltation I was 
reſolved to profit by my good fortune. — Withous 
any more ceremony therefore, I made bold to ſlip into 
bed to this charmer, who gave me as favourable a 
reception as I could deſire.— Our converſation was 
very ſparing on my part, but ſhe upbraided the per- 
ſon whom I repreſented, with his jealouſy of me, 
whom ſhe handled ſo roughly, that my reſentment 
had well nigh occaſioned a diſcovery more than once; 
but I was conſoled for her hatred of me, by the revenge 
I enjoyed in underſtanding from her own mouth, 
that it was now high time to ſalve her reputation by 
matrimony ; for ſhe had reaſon to fear ſhe could: 
not much longer conceal the effects of their mutual 
intercourſe. —While I was meditating an anſwer to 
this propoſal, I heard a noiſe in my room, like 
ſomething heavy falling down upon the floor: Upon 
which I ſtarted up, and creeping to the door of my 
chamber, obſerv'd by moon- light, the ſhadow of a 


man groping his way out; ſo I retir'd to one fide to- 


let him paſs, and ſaw him go down ſtairs as expe- 


ditiouſly as he could. It was an eafy matter to di- 


vine that this was the captain, who having overſlept 


himſelf, had got up at laſt to keep his aſſignation; 
and finding my door open, had enter'd my apartment 
inſtead of that of his miſtreſs, where I ſupplied his 


place.—But finding his miſtake, by falling over my 
chair, he was afraid the noiſe might alarm the fami- 
ly, and for that reaſon made off, delaying the grati- 
fication of his deſire till another opportunity. By 
this time, I was ſatisfied ; and inſtead of returning to 
the place from whence I came, retreated to-my own 
eaſtle, which I fortified by bolting the door, and in 
the congratulation of my own happineſs fell aſleep.— 
But the truth of this adventure could not be long: 
conceal'd from my young miſtreſs, who next day 
came to an explanation with the captain, upon his 
lamenting his laſt night's diſappoiatment, and beg- 


ging. 
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ging pardon for the noiſe he had made, —Their mutual 
ckaorin, when they came to the knowledge of what 
had happen'd, may be eaſily conjectured, though each 
had a peculiar grief unfelt by the other; for, ſhe 
was conſcious of not only having betrayed to me the 
ſecrets of her commerce with him ; but alſo, of 
having incenſed me by the freedo.ns ſhe had taken 
with my name, beyond a hope of reconciliation, — 
On the other hand his jealouſy ſuggeſted, that her 
ſorrow was all artifice; and that I had ſupplied his 
place with her own privity and confent, — That ſuch 
wes the ſituation of their thoughts, will appear in the 
ſequel—for, that very day ſhe came into the ſhop, 
where I was alone, and fixing her eyes, ſwimming 
in tears, upon me, ſighed molt piteouſly: But I was 
proof againſt her diſtreſs, by recollecting the epithets 
with which ſhe had honour'd me the night before; 
and believing that the good reception I enjoy'd was 
deſtined for another; therefore, took no notice of 
her affliction ;, and ſhe had the mortificatien to find 
her d:\dain returned four-fold. However, from 
thencefor ward ſhe thought proper to uſ2 me with 
more complaiſance than uſual, kvowing that it was 
in my power at any time to publiſh her ſhame.—By 
theſe means my life became much more agreeable 
(though I never could prevail upon myſclt to repeat 
my nocturnal viſit) and as I every day improv'd in 
my knowledge of the town, I ſhook off my auk- 
ward air by degrees, and acquir'd the character of 2 
polite journeyman apothecary. 
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CHAP, XX. 

T am aſſaulted and dangerouſly wounded.— ſuſpect 
Odonnell, and am confirmed in my opinion— 
concert a ſcheme of revenge, and put it in 
execution Odonnell robs his own ſervant, 


and diſappears —1 make my addreſſes to a lady, 
and am miraculouſly deliver” d from her ſnare. 


NE night about twelve o' clock, as I return'd 

from viſiting a patient at Chelſea, I received 
a blow on my head from an unſeen hand, that 
ſtretch'd me ſenſeleſs on the ground; and was left 
for dead with three ſtabs of a ſword in my body. 
The groans I utter'd when I recover'd the uſe of my 
reaſon, alarm'd the people of a ſolitary ale-houſe, 
that ſtood near the ſpot where I lay, and they were 
humane enough to take me in, and ſend for a ſur- 
geon, who dreſſed my wounds, and aſſured me they 
were not mortal. One of them penetrated through 
the ſkin and muſcles of one ſide of my belly in ſuch 
a manner, that (doubtleſs) the aſſaſſin imagin'd he 
had run me through the entrails.— The ſecond ſlant- 
ed along one of my ribs, and the laſt, which was 
intended for the finiſhing ſtroke, having been direct- 
ed to my heart, the ſword ſnapt upon my breaſt- 
bone, and the point remained ſticking in the skin.— 
M hen reſſected upon this event, I could not perſuade 
myſelf, that I had been aſſaulted by a common foot- 
pad; becauſe it is not uſual for ſuch people to mur- 
der thoſe they rob, eſpecially when they meet with 
no reſiſtance ; and I found my money and every 
thing, elſe about me (but my carcaſe) ſafe. I con- 


cluded therefore, that I muſt either have been miſ- 
taken 
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taken for another, or obliged to the private reſent- 
ment of ſome ſecret enemy for what had happened ; 
and as I could remember no-body who had the leaſt 
cauſe of complaint againſt me, except captain Odon- 
nell and my maſter's daughter, my ſuſpicion ſettled 
upon them, though I took care to conceal it, that 
] might the ſooner arrive at confirmation. — With 
this view, I went home in a chair about ten o'clock 
in the morning; and as the chairmen ſupported me 
into the houſe, met the captain in the paſſage ; who 
no ſooner ſaw me, than he ſtarted back, and gave 
evident ſigns of guilty confuſion, which he would 
have accounted for from the ſurprize occaſion'd by 
ſceing me in ſuch a condition. — My maſter having 
heard my ſtory, condoled me with a good deal of 
ſympathy, and when he underſtood my wounds 
were not dangerous, order'd me to be carried up 
ſtairs to bed; though not without ſome oppoſition 
from his wife, who was of opinion, it would be 
better for me to go to an hoſpital, where I ſhould 
be more carefully attended. My meditation was 
employed in concerting with myſelf ſome method of 
revenge againſt ſquire Odonnell and his inamorata, 
whom J looked upon as the authors of my miſ- 
fortune; when miſs (who was not at home at my 
arrival) entered my chamber; and ſaying ſhe was 
ſorry for the accident that had befallen me, asked if 
I ſuſpected any body to be the aſſaſſin? Upon which 
I fixed my eyes ſtedfaſtly upon her, and anſwer'd, 
„ Yes.” —She diſcover'd no ſymptom of confuſion ; 
but replied haſtily, * If that be the caſe, why don't you 
e take out a warrant to have him apprehended ? It 
“vill coſt but a trifle—if you have no money, III 
“ lend you.” —T his frankneſs not only cur'd me of 
my ſuſpicion with reſpect to her; but even ſtagger*d 
my belief with regard to the captain, of whoſe guilt 
I reſolv'd to have further proof, before I ſhould en- 
terprize any thing in the way of revenge. - I thank- 
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ed her kindly ſor her generous offer; which how- 
ever 1 had no occaſion to accept, being determin'd to 
do nothing raſhly: For though I could plainly per- 
ccive the perſon who attacked me, to be a ſoldier 
whoſe face I thought was familiar to me, I could not 
{wear with a ſafe conſcience to any particular man; 
and granting I could, my proſecution of him would 
not much avail.— This uncertainty I pretended, left 
the captain hearing from her, that I knew the perſon 
who wounded me, might think proper to withdraw 
before I could be in a condition to requite him.— Tn 
two days I was up, and able to do a little buſineſs, 
ſo that Mr. Lavement made ſhift to carry on his 
practice, without hiring another journeyman in my 
room, — The firſt thing I attempted towards a cer- 
tain diſcovery of my ſecret enemy, was to get into 
Odonnell's apartment, while he was abroad in an 
undreſs, and examine his ſword, the point of which 
being broke off, I applied the fragment that wu as 
found ſticking in my body, and found it anſwer'd 
the fractur'd part exactly. There was no room 
left for doubt ; and all that remained, was to fix 
upon a ſcheme of revenge, which almoſt ſolely 
engroſſed my thoughts during the ſpace of eight 
nights and days. Sometimes I was tempted to 
fall upon him in the ſame manner as he had practiſed 
upon me, and kill him outright, — But this aſſault 
my honour oppoſed as a piece of barbarous cow- 
ardice, in which he was not to be imitated. 
At other times, I entertained thoughts of demand- 
ing ſatisfaction in an honourable way; but was di- 
verted from this undertaking by conſidering the un- 
certainty of the event, and the nature of the in- 
jury he had done me, which did not entitle him to 
ſach eaſy terms. At laſt J determined to purſue a 


middle courſe ; and actually put my deſign in exe- 
cution after this manner, —— Having ſecured the 
aſſiſtance of Strap and two of his acquaintance whom 
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he could depend upon, we provided ourſelves with 


diſguiſes, and I cauſed the following letter to be de- 
livered to him by one of our aſſociates in livery, one 
Sunday evening. 


« SI R, 


« IF I may be allowed to judge from appearance, 
« it will. not be diſagreeable to you to hear that 
e my huſband is gone to Bagſhot to viſit a patient, 


« and will not return till to-morrow night ; ſo that 
8 


« if you have any thing to propoſe to me (as your 
cc behaviour on many occaſions has ſeemed to inſi- 


„ nuate) you will do well to embrace the preſent 


« opportunity of ſeeing 
Yours, &c.“ 


This letter was ſigned with the name of an apo- 
thecary's wife, who lived in Chelſea, of whom 1 
had heard Odonnell was an admirer, —Every thing 
ſucceeded to our wiſh. — The amorous hero haſtened 
towards the place of aſſignation; and was encoun- 
tered by us in the very place where he had aſſaulted 
me We ruſhed upon him all at once, ſecur'd his 
ſword, ſtript off his cloaths even to the ſkin, which 
we ſcourged with nettles till he was bliſter'd from 
head to foot, notwithſtanding all the eloquence of 
his tears and ſupplications. When I was ſatisfied 
with the ſtripes I had beſtowed, we carried off his 
cloaths, which we hid in a hedge near the place, 
and left him ſtark naked, to find his way home in 
the beſt manner he could, while I took care to be 
there before him.—I afterwards underſtood that, in 
his way to the lodgings of a friend, who lived in 
the ſkirts of the town, he was picked up by the 
watch, who carried him to the Round-houle, from 
whence he ſent for cloaths to his lodgings ; and next 
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morning arrived at the door in a chair, wrapt up in 
a blanket he had borrowed ; for his body was fo fore 
and ſwelled, that he could not bear to be confined in 
his wearing apparel. —He was treated with the utmoſt 


_ tenderneſs by my miſtreſs and her daughter, who vied 


with each other in their care and attendance of him; 
but Lavement himſelf could not forbear expreſſing 
his joy, by ſeveral malicious grins, while he or- 
dered me to prepare an unguent for his ſores —As 
to myſelf, no body can doubt my gratification, 
when I had every day an opportunity of ſeeing my 


revenge protracted on the body of my adverſary, 


by the ulcers of which I had been the cauſe; and 
indeed I not only enjoyed the ſatisfaction of having 
flead him alive, but another alſo which I had not 
foreſeen — The ſtory of his being attacked and 
ſtript in ſuch a place, having been inſerted in the 
news, gave information to thoſe who found his cloaths 
next day, whither to bring them; and — 
he retrieved every thing he had loſt, except a few 
letters, among which was that which I had writ to 
him in the name of the apothecary's wife — T his and 
the others, which t ſeems) were all on the ſubject 
of love (for this Hibernian hero was one of thoſe 
people who are called fortune-hunters) fell into the 
hands of a certain female author, famous for the ſcan- 
dal ſhe has publiſhed ; who, after having embelliſhed 
them with ſome ornaments of her own invention, 
gave them to the town in print.—I was very much 
ſhocked on reflecting, that I might poſſibly be the 
occaſion of a whole family's unhappineſs, on account 
of the letter I had written ; but was eaſed of that ap- 
prehenſion, when I underſtood. that the Chelſea apo- 
thecary had commenced a law-ſuit againſt the printer 
for defamation ; and looked upon the whole as a piece 
of forgery, committed by the author, who had diſ- 
appeared. But, whatever might be his opinion of the 


matter, our two ladies ſeemed to entertain a different 


idea 
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idea of it; for, as ſoon as the pamphlet appeared, I 
could perceive their care of their patient conſiderably 
diminiſh, until at laſt it ended in total neglect.— It 
was impoſſible ſor him to be ignorant of this change, 
any more than of the occaſion of it ; but as he was 
conſcious to himſelf of having deſerved worſe than 
contempt at their hands, he was glad to come off fo 
cheaply, and contented himſelf with muttering curſes 
and threats againſt the apothecary, who (as he ima- 
gined, having got an inkling of the appointment with 
his wiſe, had taken revenge of him in the manner 
deſcribed. —By that time he had got a new ſcarf 
ſkin, his character was become ſo notorious, that he 
thought it high time for him to decamp ; and his re- 
treat he performed in one night without beat of drum, 
after having robbed his own ſervant of every thing that 
belonged to him, except the cloaths he had on his 
back.--A few days after he diſappeared, Mr. Lave- 
ment, for his own ſecurity, took into cuſtody a large 
old trunk which he had left; and as it was very hea- 
vy, made no queſtion that the contents were ſuffici- 
ent to indemnify him for what Odonnel owed in lodg- 
ing. — But, a month being elapſed without hearing 
any tivings of this adventurer ; and my maſter being 
impatient to know what the trunk contained; he 
ordered me to break it open in his preſence; which 
taſk J performed with the peſtle of our great mortar, 
and diſcovered, to his inexpreſſible aſtoniſhment and 

mortification, a heap of ſtones. 
About this time, my friend Strap informed me of 
an offer he had to go abroad with a gentleman in 
"_ of valet de chambre, and at the ſame time aſ- 
ured me, that whatever advantage he might propoſe 
to himſelf from this proſpect, he could not bear the 
thoughts of parting from me ; ſo much was he attach- 
ed to my fortune. —In ſpite of all the obligations I 
owed to this poor honeſt fellow, ingratitude is ſo natu- 
ral to the heart of man, that | began to be tired of his 
H 2 ac- 


148 The AbVENTVUR ES of 


is acquaintance; and now, that I had contracted other 
| [| friendſhips which appeared more creditable, was even 
„ aſhamed to ſee a journeyman barber enquiring after 
ö me with the familiarity of a companion. therefore, 
| on pretence of conſulting his welfare, inſiſted upon 
5 his accepting the propoſal, which he at laſt determined 
„ to embrace with great reluctance, and in a few days 
| took his leave of me, ſhedding a flood of tears, which 
| I could not behold without emotion —I now began 
to look upon myſelf as a gentleman in reality ; learn- 
| ed to dance of a Frenchman whom I had cured of a 
= faſhionable diſtemper ; frequented plays during the 
| j holidays; became the oracle of an ale-houſe, where 
1 every diſpute was referred to my deciſion; and at 
1 length contracted, an acquaintance with a young lady, 
C it! who found means to make a conqueſt of my heart, 
| and upon whom I prevailed, after much attendance 
and ſolicitation to give me a promiſe of marriage.— 
As this beautiful creature paſſed for a rich heireſs, I 


bleſſed my good fortune, and was actually on the 0 
. point of crowning all my wiſhes, by matrimony; j 
„ when one morning, I went to her lodgings, and her 5 


maid being abroad, took the privilege of a bridegroom 

to enter her chamber, where to my utter confuſion I 
found her in bed with a man. Heaven gave me pa- 

| tience and-prefence.of mind enough to withdraw im- 

| mediately; and I thanked my ſtars a thouſand times 

for the happy diſcovery, by which I reſolved to profit 

ſo much, as to abandon all thoughts of marriage for 

the future. 
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Squire Gawky comes to lodge cviiß my maſt.r 
is involved in a troutleſome affair, out 
of which he is extricated by me he mar- 
ries my maſter's daughter they conſ ire 
egainſt me — I am found guiity of theſ! 
diſcharged deſerted by my friends 
Aire à room in St. Giles - where by 
accident I find the lady to whom I made my 
addreſſes, in a miſerable condition—=—1 relieve 


HILE I enjoyed myſelf at large in this 
temper of mind, Mr. Lavement let his firſt 


floor to my countryman and acquaintance Squire 


Gawky, who by this time had got a lieutenancy in 
the army, and ſuch a martial ferocity in his appear- 
ance, that | was afraid he would remember what hal 
happened between us in Scotland, and attone for his 


breach of appointment then, by his punctuality now; 


but whether he had actually forgot me, or was willing 
to make me believe ſo, he betrayed not the leait 
ſymptom of recognition at ſight of me, and | remain- 
ed quite cured of my apprehenſion ; tho? I had occaſion 
not long after to be convinced, that howſoever his 
externals might be altered, he was at bottom the ſame 
individual Gawky whom I have already deſcribed. 
For, coming home late one night from the houſe 
of a patient, I heard a noiſe in the ſtreet, and as I 
approached, perceived two gentlemen in cuſtody of 
three watchmen. The priſoners, who were miſe- 
rably disfigured with dirt, complained bitterly ot 
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the loſs of their hats and wigs; and one of them, 
whom by his tongue I knew to be a Scotchman, 
lamented moſt piteouſly, offering a guinea for his 
liberty, which the watchman retuſed, alledging that 
one of his companions was wounded prievoully. and 
that he muſt ſtand to the conſequence. My prejudice 
in favour of my native country was fo ſtrong, that 


i could not bear to fee any body belonging to it in 


diſtreſs, and therefore, with one blow of my faithful 
cudgel, knocked down the watchman who had hold 
of the perſun for whom I was chiefly concerned. — 
Ile was no ſooner diſengaged, than he betook him- 
ſelf to his heels, and left me to maintain the diſ- 
pute as I ſhould think proper ; and indeed I came off 
but ſcurvily, for, before I could avail myſelf of my 


ſpeed, I received a blow on the eye, from one of the 


other two, that had well nigh deprived me of the uſe 
of that organ; however, I made ſhift to get home, 
where I was informed of Captain Gawky's being 
robb'd and abuſed by a company of foot-pads; and 
was ordered by my maſter to prepare an emollient 


glyſter and paregorick draught, in order to allay and 


compoſe the ferment of his ſpirits, occaſioned by 
the barbarous treatment he had undergone, while he 
took twelve ounces of blood ſrom him immediately. 
When | enquired into the particulars of this ad- 
venture, and underſtood, by the ſervant, that he 
came in juſt before me, without hat and wig, I 
made no ſcruple of believing him to be the perſon 


I had releaſed, and was confirmed in that belief up- 


on hearing his voice, to which (before that event) I 
had been ſo long a ſtranger. My eye being conſi- 
derably ſwelled and inflamed, I could not reflect upon 


my enterpriſe without curſing my own folly, and even 


reſolving to declare the truth of the whole ſtory, in or- 


der to be revenged on the cowardly wretch, for whom 


] had ſuffered : Accordingly, next day, after he had 


told, in preſence of my matter, his wife and daughter, 
who 
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who came to viſit him, a thouſand lies concerning the 
prowels he had ſhewn in making his eſcape, I ventured 
to explain the myſtery, and calling in the evidence ot 
my contuſed eye, upbraided him with cowardice and in- 
gratitude.—Gawky was ſo aſtoniſhed at this diſcourte, 
that he could not anſwer one word; and the reſt of 
the company ſtared at one another; till at length my 
miſtreſs reprimanded me for my inſolent behaviour, 
and threatened to turn me away for my preſumpti- 


on. Upon which Gawky (having recollected him - 


ſelf) obſerved, as the young man might have miſta- 
ken another perſon for him, he could forgive his in- 
ſinuations, more eſpecially as he ſeemed to have ſut- 
fered for his civility ; but adviſed me to be more cer- 
tain in my conjectures for the future, before | ventur- 
ed to publiſh them to the prejudice of any man.— 
Miſs applauded the captain's generoſity in pardoning 
one who had ſo villainouſly aſperſed him, and I began 
to imagine her praiſe was not at all diſintereſted, — 
But the apothecary, who perhaps had more penetra- 
tion, or leſs partiality, than his wife and daughter, 
differed from them in his ſentiments of the matter, 
and expreſſed himſelf to me in the ſhop in this man- 
ner: Ah mon pauvre Roderique | you ave more 
of the veracite dan of the prudence—bot mine vite 
« and dater be diablement ſage, and Monl. le capi- 
« taine, un fanfaron, pardieu !” This eulogium on 
his wife and daughter, though ſpoken ironically by 
him, was nevertheleſs literally juſt ; by eſpauſing the 
cauſe of Gawky, the one obliged a valuable lodger, 
and the other acquired a huſband at a juncture, when 
one was abſolutely neceſſary ; for, the young lady find- 
iog the effects of her correſpondence with Odonnel 
becoming plainer and plainer every day, inſinuated 
herſelf ſo artfully into the affection of his new lodg- 
er, that, in leſs than a fortnight, on pretence of go- 
ing to a play, they drove away together to the Fleet, 
where they were coupled; from thence removed to a 
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dagnio, where the marriage was conſummated ; and 
in the morning come home, where they aſked her 
fathes's and mother's ble{fing—The prudent parents, 
notwithſtanding the precipitation with which the 
match was carried on, did not think fit to refuſe their 
approbation, for, the apothecary was not ill pleated 
to find his daughter married to a young man of a good 
proſpect, who had not mentioned to him one ſyllable 
on the article of her dowry ; and his wife was rtjole'd 
at being rid of a rival in her gallants, and a ſpy upon 
her pleaſures. Nor was I without ſelf-enjoyment at 
this event, when I reflected upon the revenge I had 
nawittingly taken upon my enemy, in making him 
a cuckold by anticipation—ButT little dreamed what 
a ſtorm of miſchief was brewing againſt me, whilſt I 
thus indulged myſelf, — Whatever face Gawky put 
on the matter, my diſcovery of the adventure before 
related, and the'reproaches I vented againſt him, had 
ang him to the foul, and cheriſhed the ſeeds of en- 
mity ſo ſtrongly in his breaft, that he (it ſeems) im- 
parted his indignation to his viſe, who being as de- 
firous as himſelf to compaſs the ruin of one that not 
only lighted her careſſes, but was able on any occa- 
ſion to diſcover particulars not at all advantageous to 
her character, readily joined in a conſpiracy againſt 
me, which (had it taken effect as they expected) would 
infallibly have brought me to an ignominious death. 
My maſter having ſeveral times miſſed large quan- 
tities of medicines, of which I could give no account, 
at laſt loſt all patience, and in plain terms taxed me 
with having embezzled them for my own uſe. As J 
could only oppoſe my ſingle aſſeveration to his ſuſpi- 
cion, he told me one day, ** By gar, your vord not 
© be give me de ſatisfaction me find neceſſaire to 


chercher for my medicine, pardonnez moy— il 


faut chercher - me demand le clef of your coffre a 
* cette heure.”--Then raiſing his voice to conceal 
the fright he was in, leſt I ſhould make any oppoſi- 
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tion, he went on, Oui, foutre, I charge you ren- 
„ de le clef of your coffre—moi—ſi, moi qui vous 
% parle.“ I was fired with ſo much reſentment and 
diſdain at this accuſation, that I burſt into tears, which 
he took for a ſign of guilt ; and pulling out my key, 
told him he might ſatisfy himſelf immediately, though 
he would not find it ſo eaſy to ſatisfy me for the in- 
jury my reputation had ſuffered from his unjuſt ſuſ- 
picion. He took the key, and mounted up to my 
chamber, attended by the whole family ; ſaying, 
« He bien, nous verrons—nous vcrrons.”—— But 
what was my horror and amazement, when opening 
my cheſt, he pulled out an handful of the very things 
that were miſſing, and pronounced * Ah ha ! vous 
« etes bien venus—mardie, Monf. Roderique, you 
„ he fort innocent !”—l had not power to utter one 
word in my own vindication, but ſtood motionlefs 
and filent, while every body preſent made their re- 
ſpective remarks on what appeared againſt me.— The 
ſervants ſaid, they were forry for my misfortune, and 
went away repeating, ** Who would have thought 
« it!” My miſtreſs took occaſion from this detection 
to rail againſt the practice of employing ſtrangers in 
general; and Mrs. Gawky, after having obſerved 
that ſhe never had a good opinion af my fidelity, pro- 
poſed to have me carried before the juſtice and com- 
mitted to Newgate immediately. Her huſband wag 
actually upon the ſtairs in his way for a conſtable, 
when Mr. Lavement, knowing the coſt and trouble 
of a proſecution to which he muſt bind himſelf, and 
at the ſame time dreading leſt ſome particulars of my 
confeſſion might affect his practice, called out, 
KReſtez mon fils ! reſtez, it be veritablement one 
grand crime which dis pauvre diable have commit- 
ted bet peutetre de good God give him de peni- 
tence, and me vil not have upon mine head de 
«© blood of one ſinner.— The captain and his lady 
uſed all the chriſtian arguments their zeal could ſug- 
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geſt, to prevail on the apothecary to purſue me to 
deſtruction, and repreſented the injuſtice he did to 
the community of which he was a member, in let- 
ting a villain eſcape, who would not fail of doing 
more miſchief in the world, when he ſhould reflect 
on his coming off ſo eaſily now: but their eloquence 
made no impreſſion upon my maſter, who, turning to 
me, ſaid, „Go, miſerable, go from mine houſe, 
*« quick, quick—and make reparation for your mau- 
« vaiſe actions.“ —By this time my indignation had 
rouſed me from the ſtupefaction in which I had hi- 
therto remained, and I began in this manner : * Sir, 
*« appearances, I own, condemn me; but you are 
« impoſed upon as much as I am abuſed--I have fall- 
« enafacrifice to the rancour of that ſcoundrel (point- 
„ ing to Gawky) who has found means to convey 
* your goods hither, that the detection of them might 
«© blaſt my reputation, and accompliſh my deſtruction. 
AIs hatred of me is owing to a conſciouſneſs of 
* his having wronged me in my own country; for 
„ which injury he in a cowardly manner refuſed 
«© me the ſatisfaction of a gentleman ;—he knows, 
« moreover, that I am no ſtranger to his daſtardly 
„ behaviour in this town, which I have recounted 
e before; and he is unwilling that ſuch a teſtimony 
c of his ingratitude and puſilanimity ſhould live upon 
« the earth; for this reaſon he is guilty of the moſt 
{© infernal malice to bring about my ruin.——And I 
© am afraid, madam (turning to Mrs. Gawky ) 


% you have too eaſily entered into the ſentiments of 


© your huſband—] have often found you my enemy; 
« and am well acquainted with the occaſion of your 
« being ſo, which I don't at preſent think proper to 
4 declare; but I would not advife you, for your own 
« ſake, to drive me to extremity.” This addreſs 
enraged her ſo much, that with a face as red as ſcar- 
let, and the eyes of a fury, ſhe ſtrutted up to me, and 
putting her hands in her ſides, ſpit in my face, ſay- 


ings 
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ing, I was a ſcandalous villain, but ſhe defied my 
malice ; and that unleſs her papa would proſecute me 
like a thief as I was, ſhe would not ſtay another night 
under his roof. — At the ſame time, Gawky, aſſuming 
a big look, told me, he ſcorned what lies I conld 
invent againſt him; but that if l pretended to aſperſe 
his wife, he would put me to death, by G- d. To 
this threat I anſwered, I wiſh to God I could meet 
&« with thee in a deſart, that I might have an apportu- 
e nity of puniſhing thee for thy perfidy towards me, 
«and rid the world of ſuch a raſcal-—W hat hinders 
« me this moment (ſaid I, ſeizing an old bottle that 
* ſtood by) from doing myſelf that juſtice ?” I had 
no ſooner armed myſelf in this manner, than Gawky 
and his father-in-law retired in ſuch a hurry, that the 
one overturned the other, and they rolled together 
down ſtairs ; while my miſtreſs ſwooned away with 
fear ; and her daughter aſked if I intended to murder 
her,—l gave her to underſtand that nothing was far- 
ther from my intention ; that I would leave her to the 
ſtings of her own confcience ; but was firmly reſolved 
to (lit her huſband's noſe, whenever fortune ſhould 
offer a convenient opportunity.,—Then going down 
ſtairs, I met Lavement coming up trembling with the 
peſtle in his hand,- and Gawky behind armed with 
his ſword puſhing him forward. I demanded a par- 
ley, and having aſſured them of my pacific diſpoſi- 
tion ; Gawky exclaimed, ** Ah! villain ! you have 
* killed my dear wife.“ —And the apothecary cried, 
« Ah coquin! vere is my ſhild ?”——< The lady, 
&« ſaid I, is above ſtairs, unhurt by me, and will a 
„ few months hence (I believe) reward your con- 
e cern.”—Here ſhe called to them, and deſired they 
would let the wretch go, and trouble themſelves no 
further about him. To which requeſt her father 
conſented, obſerving nevertheleſs, that my conver- 
fation was fort myſterieuſe.— Finding it impoſſible to. 
vindicate my innocence, I left the houſe immediately, 
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and went to the ſchoolmaſter, with an intention of 
clearing myſelf to him, and aſking his advice with re- 
gard to my 1 5 1 conduct; but, to my inexpreſſible 
vexation, was told he was gone to the country where 
he would ſtay two or three days —I returned with a 
deſign of conſulting ſome acquaintance I had acquired 
in my maſter's neighbourhood ; but my ſtory had ta- 
ken air, through the officiouſnels of the ſervants, and 
not one of my friends would vouchſafe me a hearing, 

Thus I found myſelf, by the iniquity of mankind, 

in a much more deplorable condition than ever: for 
though I had been formerly as poor, my reputation 
was without blemiſh, and my health unimpaired till 
now - but at preſent my good name was loſt, my 
money gone, my friends were alienated, my body was 


infected by a diſtemper contracted in the courte of an 


ainour ; and my faithful Strap, who alone could yield 
me pity and aſſiſtance, abſent I knew not where, 

T he firſt reſolution I could take in this melancho- 
ly conjuncture, was to remove my cloaths to the houſe 
of the perſon with whom I had formerly lodged; 
where I remained two days, in hope of getting ano- 
ther place, by the intereſt of Mr. Concordance, to 
whom I made no doubt of being able to vindicate my 
charaQter - but in this ſuppoſition I reckoned without 


my hoſt, for Lavement took care to be before-hand 


with me, and when I attempted to explain the whole 
affair to the ſchoolmaſter, I found him ſo prepoſſeſſed 
againſt me that he would ſcarce hear me to an end; 

but when I had finiſhed my juſtification, ſhook his 
head, and beginning with his uſual exclamation, O 
C—Mt! ſaid, * That won't go down with me -I am 
% very forry [| ſhould have the misfortune of being 
* concerned in the affair. but however ſhall be more 
e cautious for the future - I will truſt no man from 
« henceforward--no, not my father who begat me— 
nor the brother who lay with me in my mother's 
«« womb— ſhould Daniel riſe from the dead 1 1 
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* think him an impoſtor, and were the genius of 
« truth to appear, would queſtion its veracity.”—TI 
told him, that one day, it was poſlible, he might 
be convinced of the injury I had ſuffered, and repent 
of his premature determination —To which remark 
he anſwered, the proof of my innocence would make 
his bowels vibrate with joy; © but till that ſhall hap- 
« pen (continued he) I muſt beg to have no manner 
« of connection with you—my reputation is at ſtake 
« -O my good God! I ſhall be looked upon as 
& your accomplice and abettor— people will ſay Jona- 
than Wild was but a type of me—boys will hoot 
« at me as I pals along; and the cinder- wenches 
e belch forth reproaches wafted ina gale impregnated 
« with gin—l ſhall be notorious—the very butt of 
&« ſlander, and cloaca of infamy.”—I was not in an 
humour to reliſh the c'iimax of expreſſions upon 
which this gentleman valued himſelf in all his dif 
courſes ; but without any ceremony took my leave, 
curſed with every. ſentiment of horror, which my 
ſituation could ſuggeſt. I confidered, however, in 
the intervals of my deſpondence, that I muſt in ſome. 
ſhape ſuit my expence to my calamitous circumſtances ; 
and with that view hired an apartment in a garret 
near St. Giles's, at the rate of nine-pence per week. 
—l[n this place I reſolved to perform my own cure, 
having firſt pawned three ſhirts to purchaſe medicines 
and ſupport for the occaſion. 

One day when I fat in this ſolitary retreat, muſing 
upon the unhappineſs of my fate, I was alarmed by 
a groan that iſſued from achambercontiguous to mine, 
into which I immediately ran, and found a woman 
{ſtretched on a miſerable truckle bed, without any 
viſible ſigns of life. Having applied a ſmelling bottle 
to her noſe, the blood began to reviſit her cheeks, 
and ſhe opened her eyes; but, good heaven! what 
were the emotions of my ſoul, when I diſcovered her 
to be the ſame. individual lady, who had triumphed, 
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over my heart, and to whoſe fate I had almoſt been 
inſeparably joined! Her deplorable fituation filled my 
breaſt with compaſſion, and every tender idea reviving 
in my imagination, I flew into her embrace. She 
knew me immediately ; and ſtraining me gently in her 
arms, ſhed a torrent of tears, which I could not help 
encreaſing : At length, caſting a languiſhing look at 
me, ſhe pronounced, with a feeble voice, ** Dear 
« Mr. Random, I do not deſerve this concern at 
% your hands I am a vile creature, who had a baſe 
* deſign upon your perſon——ſuffer me to expiate 
c that and all my other crimes by a miſerable death, 
© which will not fail to overtake me in a few hours.” 
l encouraged her as much as I could, told her I 
forgave all her intentions with regard tome ; and that, 
although my circumſtances were extremely low, 
I would ſhare my laſt farthing with her.—In the 
mean time, begged to know the immediate cauſe of 
that fit from which ſhe had juſt recovered, and ſaid I 
would endeavour, by my ſkill, to prevent any more 
ſuch attacks,—She ſeemed very much affected with 
this expreſſion, took my hand and preſſed it to her lips, 
ſaying, ** You are too generous ! I wiſh I could live 
„ to expreſs my gratitude—but, alas! I periſh for 
« want.” — Then ſhutting her eyes, ſhe relapſed into 
another ſwoon.— Such extremity of diſtreſs muſt have 
awaked the moſt obdurate heart to ſympathy and com- 
paſſion : what effect then muſt it have had on mine, 
that was naturally prone to every tender paſſion ? 
I ran down ſtairs and ſent my landlady to a chymiſt's 
ſhop for ſome cinnamon-water, while I, returning to 
this unfortunate creature's chamber, uſed allthe means 
in my power to bring her to herſelf : this aim with much 
difficulty I accompliſhed, and made her drink a glaſs 
of the cordial to recruit her ſpirits ; then I prepared a 
little mulled red wine and a toaſt, which having taken, 
ſhe found herſelf thoroughly revived, and informed 
me, that ſhe had not taſted food for eight and forty 
| hours 
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hours before.—As I was impatient to know the oc- 
caſion and nature of her calamity, ſhe gave me to 
underſtand that ſhe was a woman of the town by 
profeſſion ; that in the courſe of her adventures, ſhe 
found herſelf dangerouſly infected with a diſtemper to 
which all of her claſs are particularly ſubject; · that her 
malady gaining ground every day, ſhe became loath- 
ſome to herſelt, and offenſive to others; when ſhe 
reſolved to retire to ſome obſcure corner, where ſhe 
might be cured with as little noiſe and expence as 
poſſible ; that ſhe had accordingly choſen this place 
of retreat. and put herſelf into the hands of an adver- 
tiling doctor, who having fleeced her of all the money 
ſhe had, or could procure, left her three days ago in 
a worſe condition than that in which he found her; 
that except the cloaths on her back, ſhe had pawned 
or ſold every thing that belonged to her, to ſatisfy that 
rapacious quack, and quiet the clamour of her land- 
lady, who ſtill perſiſted in her threats to turn her out 
into the ſtreet.--After having motalized upon theſe par- 
ticulars, I propoſed that ſhe ſhould lodge in the ſame 
room with me, an expedient that would ſave ſome 
money ; and aſſured her I would undertake her cure as 
well as my own, during which ſhe ſhould partake of 
all the conveniencies that I could afford to myſelf.--She 
embraced my offer with unfeigned acknowledgment, 
and I began to put it in practice immediately, —I 
found, in her, not only an agreeable companion, 
whoſe converſation greatly alleviated my chagrin, but 
alſo a careful nurſe, who ſerved me with the utmoſt 
fidelity and affection. One day, while I teſtified 
my ſurprize that a woman of her beauty, good ſenſe, 
and education (for ſhe had a large portion of each) 
could he reduced to ſuch an infamous and miſerable 
way of life as that of a proſtitute ; ſhe anſwered with 
a ſigh, © Theſe very advantages were the cauſe of my 
«© undoing.” — This remarkable reply inflamed my 
curioſity to ſuch a degree, that I begged ſhe worn 
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favour me with the particulars of her ſtory, and ſhe 
complied in theſe words, 
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CH AP. XXII. 
The Hiſtory of Miſs W1LL1ams. 


father was an eminent merchant in the city, 

who having, in the courſe of trade, ſuffered 

very conſiderable loſſes, retired in his old age with his 
wife to a ſmall eſtate in the country, which he had 
purchaſed with the remains of his fortune.—At that 
time I being but eight years of age, was left in town 


for the convenience of education, boarded with an 


aunt, who was a rigid preſbyterian, and who confined 
me ſo cloſely to what the called the duties of religion, 
that in time I grew weary of her doctrines, and by 
degrees conceived an averſion for the good books ſhe 
daily recommended to my peruſal. As I encreaſed 

in age, and appeared with a perſon not diſagreeable, 
I. contracted a good deal of acquaintance among my 
own ſex, one of whom, after having lamented the 

reſtraint | was under from the narrowneſs of my 

aunt's ſentiments, told me, I muſt now throw off 
the prejudices of opinion imbibed under her influence 

and example, and learn to think for myſelf ; for 

which pur poſe ſhe adviſed me to read Shaftsbury, 

Tindal, Hobbs, and all the books that are remark- 

able for their deviation from the old way of think - 

ing, and by comparing one with another, I ſhould 

ſoon be able to form a ſyſtem of my own. — I followed 

her advice, and whether it was owing to my pre- 

poſſeſſion againſt what I had formerly read, or the 
clearneſs of argument in theſe my new inſtructors, I 


he 
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know not, but I ſtudied them with pleaſure, and in 
a ſhort time became a profeſſed Free thinker. Proud 
of my new improvement, I argued in all companies, 
and that with ſuch ſucceſs, that I ſoon acquired the 
reputation of a philoſopher, and few people durſt 
undertake me in a diſpute, I grew vain upon my good 
fortune, and at length pretended to make my aunt 
a proſelyte to my opiuion; but ſhe no ſooner per- 
ceived my drift, than taking the alarm, ſhe wrote to 
my father an account of my hereſy, and conjured 
him, as he tendered the good of my ſoul, to remove 
me immediately from the dangerous place where I 
had contracted ſuch ſiuful principles: Accorcingly, 
my father ordered me into the country, where 1 
arrived in the fifteenth year of my age, and by his 
command, gave him a detail of all the articles of my 
faith, which he did not find ſo unreaſonable as they had 
been repreſented. — Finding myſelf ſuddenly deprived 
of the company and pleaſures of the town, I grew 
melancholy, and it was ſome time before I could relifh 
my ſituation. But ſolitude became every day more 


and more familiar to me, and I conſoled myſelf in my 


retreat with the enjoyment of a good library, at ſuch 
times as were not employed in the management af 
the family, (for my mother had been dead three years) 
in viſiting, or ſome other party of rural diverſion — 
Having more imagination than judgment, I addicted 
myſelf too much to poetry and romance; and in 
ſhort was looked upon as a very extraordinary perſon 
by every body in the country where I reſided. —I had 
one evening ſtrayed with a book in my hand, into a 
wood that bordered on the high road, at a little 
diſtance from my father's houſe; when a certain 
drunken ſquire, riding by, perceived me, and cry- 
ing. *Z——ds! there's a charming creature! 
alighted in a moment, caught me in his arms, and 
treated me ſo rudely, that I ſhrieked as loud as l 
could, and in the mean time oppoſed his violence 

with 
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with all the ſtrength that rage and reſentment could 1 


infpire, ——During this ſtruggle, another horſeman 
came up, who, ſeeing a lady ſo unworthily uſed, diſ- 
mounted and flew to my aſliſtance. My raviſher, 
mad with diſappointment, or provoked with the re- 
proaches of the other gentleman, quitted me, and 
running to his horſe, drew a piſtol from the ſaddle, 
and fired it at my protector, who happily receiving no 
damage, went up, and with the butt end of his whip, 
laid him proſtrate on the ground, before he could uſe 
the other, which his antagoniſt immediately ſeized, 
and clapping to the ſquire's breaſt, threatened to put 
him to death for his cowardice and treachery : In this 
dilemma l interpoſed and begged his life, which was 
granted to my requeſt, after he had aſked pardon, and 
{wore his intention was only to obtain a kiſs —How- 
ever, my defender thought proper to unload the other 
piſtol, and throw away the flints, before he gave him 
his liberty.— This courteous ſtranger conducted me 
home, where my father, having learned the ſignal ſer- 
vice he had done me, loaded him with careſſes, and 
inſiſted on his lodging that night at our houſe, —If 
the obligation he had conferred upon me juſtly inſpired 


me with ſentiments of gratitude, his appearance and 


converſation ſeemed to intitle him to ſomewhat more. 
— He was about the age of two and twenty, among 
the talleſt of the middle ſize ; had cheſnut-coloured 
hair, which he wore tied up in a ribbon; a high 
poliſhed fore-head, a noſe inclining to the aquiline, 
lively blue eyes, red pouting lips, teeth as white as 
ſnow, and a certain openneſs of countenance ;—but 
what need I deſcribe any more particulars of his per- 
ſon? I hope you will do me the juſtice to believe I do 
not flatter, when I ſay he was the exact seſemblance 
of you ; and if I had not been well acquainted with 
his family and pedigree, J ſhould have made no 
ſcruple of concluding that you was his brother. He 


ſpoke little, and ſeemed to have no reſerve, for what 


he 
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he ſaid was ingenious, ſenſible, and uncommon.— In 
ſhort (faid ſhe, burſting into tears) he was formed 
for the ruin of our ſex, His behaviour was modeſt 
and reſpectful, but his looks were ſo ſignificant that I 
could eaſily obſerve, he ſecretlybleſſed the occaſion that 
introduced him to my acquaintance.--We learned from 
his diſcourſe that he was the eldeſt ſon of a wealthy 
gentleman in the neighbourhood, to whoſe name we 
were no ſtrangers; that he had been to viſit an ac- 
quaintance in the country, from whoſe houſe he was 
returning home, when my ſhrieks brought him to my 
reſcue. All night long my imagination formed a thou- 
ſand ridiculous expectations: there was ſo much of 


knight errantry in this gentleman's coming to the relict 


of a damſel in diſtreſs, with whom he immediately be- 
came enamoured, that all I had read of love and chi- 
valry recurred to my fancy, and I looked upon myſelf 
as a princeſs in ſome region of romance, who, being 
delivered from the power of a brutal giant or ſatyr by 
a generous Oroondates, was bound in gratitude, as 
well as led by inclination, to yield up my affections 
to, him without reſerve. In vain did I endeavour to 
chaſtiſe theſe fooliſh conceits by reflexions more rea- 
ſonable and ſevere: the amuſing images took full 
poſſeſſion of my mind, and my dreams repreſented 
my hero ſighing at my feet, in the language of a 
deſpairing lover,—Next morning after breakfaſt he 
took his leave, when my father begged the favour of 
further acquaintance with him; to which requeſt he 
replied by a compliment to him, and a look to me fo 
full of eloquence and tenderneſs, that my whole ſoul re- 
ceived the ſoft impreſſion.-In a ſhort time he repeated 
his viſit; and, as a recital of the particular ſteps he 
purſued tq ruin me, would be too tedious and im- 
pertinent, let it ſuſfice to ſay, he made it his buſineſs 
to infinuate himſelf into my eſteem, by convincing me 
of his own good ſenſe, and at the fame time flatter- 


ing my under(tanding : this taſk he performed in the 
molt 
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moſt - artful manner, by ſeeming to contradict me 


often through miſapprehenſion, that I might have an 
opportunity of clearing mylelf, the more to my own 
honour. Having thus ſecured my good opinion, he 
began to give me ſome tokens of a particular paſſion 
founded on a veneration for the qualities of my mind, 


and as an accidental ornament, admir'd the beauties of 


my perſon ; till at length, being fully perſuaded of his 
conqueſt, he choſe a proper ſeaſon for the theme, 
and diſclos'd his love in terms ſo ardent and ſincere, 
that it was impoſſible for me to diſguiſe the ſenti- 
ments of my heart, and he received my approbation 
with the moſt lively tranſport. After this mutual 
declaration, we contrived to meet more frequently, 
in private interviews, where we enjoyed the con- 
verſation of one another, in all the elevation of 


fancy and impatience of hope, that reciprocal ado- 


ration can ＋ — He profeſſed his honourable 

which I made no queſtion, lamented 
the avaricious diſpoſition of his father, who had 
deftin'd him for the arms of another, and vowed eter- 
nal fidelity with ſuch an appearance of candour and 
"devotion, that I became a dupe to his deceit, and in 
an evil hour crowned his eager deſire with full poſ- 
ſeſſion.—Curſed'be the day on which I gave away my 
Innocence and peace for a momentary gratification, 
which has entail'd upon me ſuch miſery and horror ! 


_ curſed be my beauty that firſt attracted the attention 


of the ſeducer ! curſed be my education, that by re- 
fining my ſentiments, made my heart the more ſuſ- 
ceptible ! curſed be my good ſenſe that fixed me to 
one object, and taught me the preference I enjoyed 


was but my due! Had I been ugly, no body would 


have tempted me; had I been ignorant, the charms 
of my perſon would not have attoned for the coarſe- 
nels of my converſation; had I been giddy, my 
vanity would have divided my inclinations, and Ga. 
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1 eas would have been ſo diffuſed, that I ſhould never 
have liſtened to the enchantments of one alone. 


But to return to my unfortunate ſtory : we gave 
a looſe to guilty pleaſure, which for ſome months ba- 
niſhed every other concern.——Atlaſt by degrees, his 


# viſits became leſs frequent, and his behaviour leſs 


warm: I perceived his coldneſs, my heart took the 


alarm, my tears reproached him, and ] inſiſted upon 
the performance of his promiſe to eſpouſe me, that 
> whatever ſhould happen, my reputation might be ſafe : 
he ſeemed to acquieſce in my propoſal, and left me 
on pretence of finding a proper clergyman to unite us 


in the bands of wedlock.—But, alas! the inconſtant 
had no intention to return: I waited a whole week 
with the utmoſt impatience ; ſometimes doubting his 


honour, at other times inventing: excuſes for him, 


and condemning myſelf for harbouring the leaſt ſuſ- 
picion of his faith — At length, I underſtood from a 
gentleman who dined at our houſe, that this perfidi- 
ous wretch was on the point of ſetting out for Lon- 
don with his bride, to buy cloaths for their approach- 
ing nuptials.— This information diſtracted me! the 
more ſo, as I found myſelf ſome months gone with 
child, and reflected, that it would be im poſſible to 
conceal my diſgrace, which would not only ruin the 
character I had acquired in the country, but alſo 
bring the grey hairs of an indulgent parent with ſor- 
row to the grave. Rage took poſſeſſion of my ſoul ; 
I denounced a thouſand imprecations, and formed as 
many ſchemes of revenge againſt the traitor who had 
undone me! Then my reſentment would ſubſide to 
ſilent ſorrow : I recalled the tranquility I had loſt, I 
wept over my infatuation, and ſometimes a ray of 
hope would intervene, and for a moment cheer my 
drooping heart; I would revolve all the favourable 
circumſtances of his character, repeat the vows he 
made, aſcribe his abſence to the vigilance of a ſuſpi- 
cious father who compelled him to a match his ſonl 
abhorred, and comfort myſelf with the expectation of 

ſecing 


166 The ApvenTUuRES of 


ſceing him before the thing ſhould be brought to any 
terms of agreement.—But how vain was my imagi- 
nation ? the villain left me without remorſe, and in a 
few days the news of his marriage were ſpread all over 
the country. My horror was then inconceivable ! and 
had not the deſire of revenge diverted the reſolution, 
I ſhould infallibly have put an end to my miſerable 
life. My father obſerved the ſymptoms of my de- 
ſpair ; and, though I have good reaſon to believe he 
gueſſed the cauſe, was at a great deal of pains to ſeem 
ignorant of my affliction, while he endeavoured with 
paternal fondneſs to alleviate my diſtreſs. I ſaw his 
concern, which increaſed my anguiſh, and raiſed my 
fury againſt the author of my calamity to an impla- 
cable degree. Having furniſhed myſelf with a little 
money, I made an elopement from this unhappy pa- 
rent in the night-time, and, about break of day, ar- 
rived at a ſmall town from whence a ſtage-coach ſet 
out for London, in which I embarked, and next 
day alighted. in town ; the ſpirit of revenge having 
ſupported me all the way againſt every other reflec- 
tion.—My firſt care was to hire a lodging, in which 
J kept myſelt very retired, having aſſumed a feigned 


name, that my character and ſituation might be the 
better concealed. It was not long before I found out 


the houſe of my raviſher, whither I immediately re- 
paired in a tranſport of rage, determined to act ſome 
deſperate deed for the ſatisfaction of my deſpair, 
though the hurry of my ſpirits would not permit me 
to concert or reſolve upon a particular plan. When 
I demanded admiſſion to Lothario (ſo let me call 
him) I was deſired to ſend up my name and buſineſs; 
but this I refuſed, telling the porter I had buſineſs for 
his maſter's private ear: Upon which I was conduct- 
ed into a parlour until he ſhould be informed of my 
requeſt, There I remained about a quarter of an 
hour, when a ſervant entered and told me his maſter 
was engaged with company, and begged to be excuſ- 
ed at that time. My temper could hold out no long- 
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er : I pulled a poignard from my boſom where I had 
concealed it, and ruſhing out, flew up ſtairs like a 
fury, exclaiming, © Where is this perfidious villain! 
«© Could I once plunge this dagger into his falſe heart, 
„I ſhould then die fatisfied.” The noiſe I made 
alarmed not only the ſervants, but the company alſo, 
who, hearing my threats, came forwards to the ſtair- 
caſe to ſee what was the matter. I was ſeized, diſ- 
armed, and with-held by two footmen ; and in this 
ſituation felt the moſt exquiſite torture in bꝛholding 
my undoer approach with his young wife. I could 
not endure the ſight, was deprived of my ſenſes, and 
fell into a ſevere fit, during which I know not how 
] was treated; but when recovered the uſe of reflec- 
tion, found myſelf on a bed in a paultry apartment, 
where I was attended by an old woman, who aſked a 
thouſand impertinent queſtions relating to my con- 
dition; and informed me that my behaviour had 
thrown the whole family into confuſion ; that Lo- 
thario affirmed I was mad, and propoſed to have me 
ſent to Bedlam; but my lady perſuaded herſelf there 


was more in my conduct than he cared ſhould be 


known, and had taken to her bed on bare ſuſpicion, 
having firſt ordered that I ſhould be narrowly looked 
to. I heard all ſhe ſaid without making any other 
reply, than deſiring ſhe would do me the favour to 
call a chair; but this (ſhe told me) could not be done 
without her maſter's conſent, which, however, was 
ealily procured, and I was conveyed to my own 
lodgings in a ſtate of mind that baffles all deſcription, 
The agitation of my thoughts produced a fever, 


which brought on a miſcarriage ; and I believe it is 


well for my conſcience that heaven thus diſpoſed of 
my burden; for, let me own to you with penitence 
and horror, if J had brought a living child into the 
world, my frenzy would have prompted me to ſa- 


crifice the little innocent to my reſentment of the 
father's infidelity, 
After 
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After this event my rage abated, and my hate be- 
came more deliberate and calm: when one day, my 
landlady informed me that there was a gentleman be- 
low who deſired to ſee me, he having ſomething of 
conſequence to impart, which he was ſure would con- 
tribute to my peace of mind. I was exceedingly alarm- 
ed at this declaration, which I attempted to interpret 
a thouſand ways; and before I came to any determi- 
nation he entered my room, with an apology for in- 
truding upon me againſt my knowledge or conſent.— 


I ſurveyed him ſome time, and not being able to recol- 


left his face demanded, with a faultering accent, what 
his buſineſs was with me? Upon which, he deſired 
] would give him a particular audience, and he did 
not doubt of communicating ſomewhat that would 
conduce to my ſatisfaction and repoſe. As I thought 
myſelf ſufficiently guarded againſt any violence, I 
granted his requeſt, and bad the woman withdraw. 
The ſtranger then advancing, gave me to underſtand 
that he was well acquainted with the particulars of 
my ſtory, having been informed of them from Lotha- 
rio's own mouth—that from the time he knew my 
misfortunes, he had entertained a deteſtation for the 
author of them ; which had of late been increaſed and 
inflamed to a deſire of revenge, by a piece of diſho- 
nourable conduct towards hi:m—that hearing of my 
melancholy fituation, he had come with an intention 
of offering his aſſiſtance and comfort, and was ready 
to eſpouſe my quarrel, and forthwith take vengeance 
on my ſeducer, provided I would grant him one con- 
ſideration, which (he hoped) I ſhould ſee no reaſon 
to refuſe. Had all the artifice of hell been employed 
in compoſing a perſuaſive, it could not have had a 
more inſtantaneous or favourable effect than this diſ- 
courſe had upon me. I was tranſported with a de- 
lirium of gloomy joy; J hngged my companion in 
my arms, and vowed that if he would make good his 
promiſe, my ſoul and body ſhould be at his diſpoſal, 
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The contract was made; he devoted himſelf to my 
revenge, undertook to murder Lothario that very 
night, and to bring me an account of his death be- 
fore morning. Accordingly, about two of the clock, 
he was introduced to my chamber, and aſſured me 
my perfidious lover was no more; that although he 
was not entitled to ſuch an honourable proceeding, 
he had fairly challenged him to the field, where he 
upbraided him with his treachery towards me, for 
whom (he told him) his ſword was drawn, and after 
a few paſſes left him weltering in his blood, —I was 
ſo ſavaged by my wrongs, that I delighted in the re- 
cital of this adventure, made him repeat the parti- 
culars, feaſted my eyes with the blood that remained 
on his cloaths and ſword, and yielded up my body as 
a recompence for the ſervice he had done me, My 
imagination was ſo engroſſed by theſe ideas, that in 
my ſleep I dreamed Lothario appeared before me, 
pale, mangled and bloody, blamed my raſhneſs, pro- 
teſted his innocence, and pleaded his own cauſe ſo 
patheticaily, that I was convinced of his fidelity, and 
waked in a fit of horror and remorſe. —My bed-fel- 
low endeavoured to ſooth, conſole, and perſuade me 
that I had but barely done juſtice to myſelf.—I dropt 
aſleep again, and the ſame apparition recurred to my 
fancy.— In ſhort, I paſſed the night in great miſery, 
and looked upon my avenger with ſuch abhorrence, 
that in the morning, perceiving my averſion, he in- 
{inuated there was {till a poſſibility of Lothario's re- 
covery ; it was true, he left him wounded on the 
ground, but not quite dead ; and perhaps his hurts 
might not be mortal. — At theſe words I ſtarted up, 
bad him fly for intelligence, and if he could not 
bring me tidings of Lothario's ſafety, at leaſt conſult 
his own and never return, for, I was reſolved to ſur- 
render myſelf to juſtice, and declare all that I knew 
of the affair, that, if poſſible, I might expiate my 
own guilt, by incurring the rigours of a ſincere re- 
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pentance and ignominious death. He very coolly 
repreſented the unreaſonableneſs of my prejudice 
againſt him, who had done nothing but what his 
love of me inſpired, and honour juſtified ;—that now 
he had, at the riſk of his life, been ſubſervient to my 
revenge, I was about to diſcard him as an infamous 
agent occaſionally neceſſary : and that, even if he 
ſhould be ſo lucky as to bring news of Lothario's 
ſafety, it was probable my former reſentment might 
revive, and I would upbraid him with having failed 
in his undertaking.— I aſſured him that, on the con- 
trary, he ſhould be dearer to me than ever, as I then 


ſhould be convinced he acted more on the principles 


of a man of honour, than on thoſe of a mercenary 
aſſaſſin, and ſcorned to take away the life of an ad- 
verſary (how inveterate ſoever) which fortune had 
put in his power. —* Well then, madam, ſaid he, 
„ whatever may have happened, I ſhall find it no 
« difficult matter to acquit myſelf in point of ho- 
% nour.“— And took his leave in order to enquire 
into the conſequences of his duel.—I was now more 
ſenſible than ever of the degrees of guilt and miſery ; 
all the affliction I had ſuffered hitherto was owing to 
my own credulity and weakneſs, and my conſcience 
could only accuſe me of venial crimes : but now that 
1 looked upon myſelf as a murderer, it is impoſſible 
to exprels the terrors of my imagination, which was 
inceſſantly haunted by the image of the deceaſed, and 
my boſom ſtung with the moſt exquiſite agonies, of 
which I ſaw no end.— At length, Horatio (for ſo I 
ſhall call my keeper) returned, and telling me I had 


nothing to fear, delivered into my hands a billet 


containing theſe words, 


66 Map AM, 
6 S I underſtand it is of conſequence to your 
* peace, I take this liberty to inform you, that 


&« the wounds I received from Horatio are not mor- 
: « tal, 
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& tal, This ſatisfaction my humanity could not de- 
« 'ny even to a perſon who has endeavoured to diſ- 
« turb the repoſe, as well as deſtroy the life of 


6 Lothario.” 


Being well acquainted with his hand, T had no rea- 
ſon to ſuſpect an impoſition in this letter, which I 
read over and over with a tranſport of joy, and ca- 
reſſed Horatio ſo much, that he appeared the happieſt 
man alive, Thus was I won from deſpair by the 
menaces of a greater misfortune than that which de- 

reſſed me.--Griefs are like uſurpers, the molt power- 
ful depoſes all the reſt—But my raptures were not 
laſting—that very letter which in a manner re-eſta- 
bliſhed my tranquillity, in a little time baniſhed my 
peace —His unjuſt reproaches, while hey waked my 
reſentment, recalled my former happinels, and filled 
my ſoul with rage and ſorrow.— Horatio, perceiving 
the ſituation of my mind, endeavoured to divert my 
chagrin, by treating me with all the amuſements and 
entertainments of the town. I was gratified with 
every indulgence I could deſire; introduced into the 
company of other kept miſtreſſes, by whom an un- 
common deference was paid to me ; and I began to 
loſe all remembrance of my former condition, when 
an accident brovght it back to my view with all its 
intereſting circumſtances, —Diverting myſelf one day 
with ſome news papers, which I had not before pe- 
ruſed, the following advertiſement attracted my at- 


tention. 


« Whereas a young gentlewoman diſappeared 
* from her father's houſe, in the county of 4 
* about the end of September, on account (as is ſup- 
«© poſed) of fome uncaſineſs of mind, and has not 
6 been as yet heard of; whoever will give any in- 
5 formation about her to Mr, — of Gray's-Inn, 

23 „ (hall 


P 
— a 4 — PS 2 6.2 = - 
—_ — 


* 


: 
by 


. 


3 
— Gone Ln ® 


—— 28 
— 


144 ei inet, 


= 2 


«4 
— — —- * 
Dr ts. os 


| * tone re 


12 
— . — 


————— — 9 — 


—— 


172 The ApvenTureEs of 


c ſhall be handſomely rewarded ; or if ſhe will re- [ 
<< turn to the arms of her diſconſolate parent, ſhe | 
vill be received with the utmoſt tenderneſs, what- 
<« ever reaſon ſhe may have to think otherwiſe ; and 
* may be the means of prolonging the life of a fa- 
<< ther, already weighed down almoſt to the grave 
„ with age and ſorrow,” 


This pathetic remonſtrance had ſuch an effe on 
me, that I was fully reſolved to return like the pro- 
digal ſon, and implore the forgiveneſs of him who * 
gave me life; but alas! upon enquiry, I found he 
had paid his debt to nature a month before, lament- 
ing my abſence to his laſt hour, having left his for- 
tune to a ſtranger, as a mark of his reſentment of my 
unkind and undutiful behaviour, —Penetrated with 1 
remorſe on this occaſion, I ſunk into the moſt pro- | 
found melancholy, and conſidered myſelf as the im- - | 
mediate cauſe of his death. — !] loſt all reliſh for com- | 
pany, and indeed moſt of my acquaintances no ſooner 
perceived my change of temper, than they abandoned 4 
me, Horatio, diſguſted at my inſenſibility, or (which 
is more probable) cloyed with poſſeſſion, became I 
colder and colder every day, till at laſt he left me al- 
together, without making any apology for his con- 
duct, or ſecuring me againſt the miſeries of want, as 
a man of honour ought to have done, conſidering the 
ſhare he had in my ruin; for I afterwards learned that 
the quarrel between Lothario and him, was a ſtory 
trumped up to rid the one of my importunities, and 
give the other the enjoyment of my perſon, which, 
it ſeems, he luſted after, upon ſeeing me at the houſe 

of my ſeducer.— Reduced to this extremity, I curſed 
my own ſimplicity, uttered horrid imprecations 
againſt the treachery of Horatio ; and as I became 
every day more and more familiarized to the loſs of 
innocence, reſolved to be revenged on the ſex in ge- 
neral, by practiſing their own arts upon — 

Nor 


* 
— N dn - „* 


matron, as an innocent creature juſt arrived from the 


which I behaved in ſuch a manner, as to make him 
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Nor was an opportunity long wanting: an old gen- 
tlewoman, under pretence of ſympathizing, viſited me, 
and after having condoled me on my misfortunes, and 
profeſſed a diſintereſted friendſhip, began to diſplay 
the art of her occupation, in encomiums on my 
beauty, and invectives againſt the wretch who had 
forſaken me ; inſinuating withal, that it would be my 
own fault if I did not ſtill make my fortune by the 
extraordinary qualifications with which nature had 
endowed me.—l ſoon underſtood her drift, and gave 
her ſuch encouragement to explain herſelf, that we 
came to an agreement immediately to divide the pro- 
fits of my proſtitution, accruing from ſuch gallants 
as ſhe ſhould introduce to my acquaintance. The 
firſt ſtroke of my diſſimulation, was practiſed upon a 
certain I ge, to whom I was recommended by this 


country. He was fo tranſported with my appearance 
and feigned ſimplicity, that he paid a hundred guineas 
for the poſſeſſion of me for one night only, during 


perfectly well pleaſed with his purchaſe, 
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She is interrupted by a bailiff, who arreſis, and 
carries her to the Marſhalſea—l accompany 
ber bring witneſſes to prove ſhe is not the 
perſon named in the writ—the bailiff is fain to 
give ber a preſent and diſcharge her —ave ſhift 
our lodging —ſbe reſumes her ſtory and ends it — 
my reflefttionsthereupon—fhemakes me acquaint- 
ed with the progreſs of a common woman of the 


town—reſolves to quit that way of life. 


ER ſtory was here interrupted by a rap at the 
II door, which I no ſooner opened, than three 
or four terrible fellows ruſhed in, one of whom 
accoſted my fellow-lodger thus. — Madam, your 
« ſervant — you mult do me the favour to come 
„along with me—I have got a writ againſt you.” — 
While the bailiff (for ſo he was) {poke thus, his fol- 
lowers ſurrounded the priſoner, and began to handle 
her very roughly. — This treatment incenſed me ſo 
much, that I ſnatched up the poker, and would cer- 
tainly have uſed it in defence of the lady, without any 


regard to the ſtrength and number of her adverſaries, 


had ſhe not begged me with a compoſure of counte- 
nance, for which I could not account, to uſe no vio- 
lence in her behalf, which could be of no ſervice to 
her, but might be very detrimental to myſelf. —Then 
turning to the leader of this formidable troop, ſhe 
deſired to ſee the writ, and having peruſed it, ſaid 
with a faultering voice, I am not the perſon whoſe 
name is here mentioned; arreſt me at your peril” 
—“ Ay, ay, Madam ( replied the catchpole) we 


& ſhall prove your identity. — in the mean _ 
| « We» 


g 
N 
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« whether will you be pleaſed to be carried to my 
« houſe or to jail ?”—* If I muſt be confined, ſaid 
« ſhe, I would rather be in your houſe than in a 
«© common jail.” —<* Well, well, anſwered he, if 
« you have money enough in your pocket, you ſhall 
« he entertained like a princeſs.” - But when ſhe ac- 
quainted him with her poverty, he ſwore he never 

ave credit, and ordered one of his myrmidons to 
call a coach, to carry her to the Marſhalſea at once. 
— While they waited for the convenience ſhe took me 
aſide, and bad me be under no concern on her account, 
for ſhe knew how to extricate herſelf from this diffi- 
culty very ſoon, and perhaps gain ſomething by the 
occaſion. —Although her diſcourſe was a myſtery to 
me, I was very well pleaſed with her aſſurance, and 
when the coach came to the door, offered to accom- 
pany her to priſon ; to which propoſal, after much 
intreaty, ſhe conſented. —When we arrived at the gate 
of the Marſhalſea, our conductor alighted, and having 
demanded entrance, preſented the writ to the turnkey, 


who no ſooner perceived the name of Elizabeth Cary, 


than he cried, Ah hah ! my old acquaintance Bett! 
*« I'mglad to ſee thee with all my heart.” So ſaying 
he opened the coach-door, and helped her todiſmount; 
but when he obſerved her face, he ſtarted back, ſay- 
ing,“ Z—ds! who have you got here?“ — The bailiff, 
alarmed at this interrogation, cried with ſome emo- 
tion, Who the devil ſhould it be, but the priſoner 
« Elizabeth Cary?“ The turnkey replied, © That 
« Elizabeth Cary !—P1l be damned if that's Eliza- 
„ beth Cary, more than my grandmother. —D—n 
« my blood, I know Bett Cary as well as if I had 
“ made her.” —Here the lady thought fit to inter- 
poſe, and tell the catchpole, if he had taken her word 
for it at firſt, he might have ſaved himſelf and her a 

rzat deal of trouble. It may be ſo (anſwered he) 
but by G—d, PI! have further evidence that you 


* arenot the perſon before you and I part.” —* Yes, 
I 4 Jes, 
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yes, ſaid ſhe, yon ſhall have further evidence to 
your coſt.” — Then we adjourned into the lodge, 
and called for a bottle of wine, where my com- 
panion wrote a direction to two of her acquaint- 
ance, and begged the favour of me to go to their 
lodgings, and requeſt them to come to her imme- 
diately : I found them together at a houſe in Bridges- 
| ſtreet, Drury-lane, and as they were luckily unen- 
gaged, they ſet out with me in a hackney-coach, 
without heſitation, after I had related the circum- 
ſtances of the affair, which flattered them with hopes 
of ſecing a bailiff trounced ; for there is an antipathy 
as natural between the whores and bailiffs, as that 
ſubſiſting between mice and cats. Accordingly, 
when they entered the lodge, they embraced the pri- 
ſoner very affectionately by the name of Nancy Wil- 
liams ; and aſked how long ſhe had been nabb'd, and 
for what? — On —_ the particulars of her adven- 

ture repeated, they offered to ſwear before a juſtice 
of peace that ſhe was not the perſon mentioned in the 
writ, whom, it ſeems, they all knew; but the bai- 
liff, who by this time was convinced of his miſtake, 
told them he would not put them to that trouble. 
« Ladies, ſaid he, there's no harm done—you ſhall 
give me leave to treat you with another bottle, 
„ and then we'll part friends.” —This propoſal was 
not at all reliſned by the ſiſterhood ; and miſs Wil- 
liams told him: Sure he did not imagine her ſuch a 
fool as to be ſatisfied with a paultry glaſs of ſour 
wine, —Here the turnkey interrupted her, by affirm- 
ing with an oath, that the wine was as good as ever 
was tipped over tongue.— Well (continued ſhe) 
that may be—but was it the beſt of N it 
« is no recompence for the damage I have ſuffered 
both in character and health, by being wrongfully 
« dragged to jail—At this rate no innocent perſon 
« is ſafe, ſince an officer of juſtice, out of malice, 
« private pique, or miſtake, may injure and _ 
; 4 the 
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with himſelf, which laſted a few minutes, and then 
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cc the ſubje& with impunity—but, thank heaven, I 
« live under the protection of laws that will not ſuf- 
ce fer ſuch inſults to paſs unpunifhed, and I know 
% very well how to procure redrefs.” —Mr. Vulture 
(for that was the bailiff's name) finding he had to 
deal with one who would not be impoſed upon, be- 

n to look very fullen and perplexed, and leaning 
his forehead on his hand, entered into a deliberation 


broke out in a volley of dreadful curſes _ the 
old b—ch our landlady (as he called her) for having 
miſinformed him. — After much wrangling and ſwear- 
ing, the matter was referred to the deciſion of the 
turnkey, who calling for the other bottle, mulcted 
the bailiff in all the liquor that had been drank, 
coach-hire, and a couple of guineas for the ufe of the 
plaintiff. —The money was immediately depoſited ; 
Miſs Williams gratified the two evidences with one 
half, and putting the other in her pocket, drove home 
with me, leaving the catchpole grumbling over his 
loſs, yet pleaſed in the main, for having fo cheaply 
got clear of a buſineſs that might have coſt him ten 
times the ſum, and his place to boot. This guinea 
was a very ſeaſonable relief to us, who were reduced 
to great neceſſity, ſix of my fhirts and almoſt all my 
cloaths, except thofe on my back, having been either 
pawned or fold for our maintenance before this hap- 

ned.— As we reſented the behaviour of our land- 
lady, our firſt care was to provide ourfelves with an- 
other lodging, whither we removed next day, with 
an intention to keep ourſelves as retired as poſſible 
until our cure ſhould be completed. When we were 
fixed in our new habitation, I intreated her to finiſh 
the ſtory of her life, which ſhe purſued in this man- 
ner : 


The ſucceſs of our experiment on the J—pe, en- 
couraged us to practiſe the ſame deceit on others, and 
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my virginity was five times ſold to good purpoſe ; 
but this harveſt laſted not long, my character taking 
air, and my directreſs deſerting me for ſome new 
game. Then I took lodgings near Charing-crofs, at 
two guineas per week, and began to entertain com- 
pany in a public manner: But my income being 
too ſmall to defray my expence, I was obliged to re- 
trench, and enter into articles with the porters of cer- 
tain taverns, who undertook to find employment e- 
nough for me, provided I would ſhare my profits wh 
them—Accordingly, I was almoſt every night engage 

with company, among whom I was expoſed to eve- 
ry mortification, danger and abuſe, that low from 
drunkenneſs, brutality and diſeaſe, —How miſerable 
is the condition of a courtezan, whoſe buſineſs is to 
ſooth, ſuffer and obey, the dictates of rage, inſolence 
and luſt ! As my ſpirit was not ſufficiently humbled 
to the will, nor my temper calculated for the conver- 
ſation of my gallants, it was impoſſible for me to o- 


vercome an averſion I felt for my profeſſion, which 


manifeſted itſelf in a ſettled gloom on my counte- 
nance, and diſguſted thoſe ſons of mirth and riot ſo 
much, that I was frequently uſed in a ſhocking man- 
ner, and kicked down ſtairs with diſgrace.—The 
meſſengers ſeeing me diſagreeable to their benefac- 
tors and employers, ſeldom troubled me with a call, 
and I began to find mylelt almoſt totally neglected. 
To contribute towards my ſupport, I was fain to 
fell my watch, rings, trinkets, with the beſt part 
of my cloaths; and I was one evening muſing by 
myſelf, on the miſery before me, when I received 
a meſſage from a bagnio, whither I repaired in a 
chair, and was introduced to a gentleman dreſſed 
like an officer, 'with whom I ſupped in a ſumptuous 
manner, and after drinking a hearty glaſs of cham- 
paign, went to bed.—In the morning when I awoke 
1 found my gallant had got up, and drawing aſide 


the curtain, could not perceive him in the room, 
This 
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This circumſtance gave me ſome uneaſineſs, but as 
he might have retired on ſome neceſſary occaſion, I 
waited a full hour for his return; and then in the 
greateſt perplexity role up, and rung the bell. When 
the waiter came to the door, he found it locked, and 
deſired admittance, which I granted, after obſerving 
with great ſurprize, that the key remained on the 
inſide, as when we went to bed. —I no ſooner en- 
quired for the captain, than the fellow ſtaring with 
a diſtracted look, cried, ** How, Madam! is he 


4 not a- bed? And when he was ſatisfied as to that 


particular, ran into a cloſet adjoining to the cham- 
ber, the window of which he found open. 
Through this, the adventurer had got upon a wall, 
from whence he dropped down into a court and 
eſcaped ; leaving me to be anſwerable, not only for 
the reckoning, but alſo for a large ſilver tankard and 
poſſet bowl which he had carried off with him.—It 
is impoſſible to deſcribe the conſternation I was un- 
der, when I ſaw myſelf detained as a thief's accom- 
plice ; for I was looked upon in that light, and car- 
ried before a juſtice, who miſtaking my conſuſion for 
a ſign of guilt, committed me, after a ſhort examina- 
tion, to Bridewell, having adviſed me, as the only 
means to ſave my life, to turn evidence, and im- 
peach my confederate,—I now concluded, the ven- 
— of heaven had over taken me, and that I muſt 

n finiſh my career by an ignominious death, — 
This reflection ſunk ſo deep into my ſoul, that I was 
for ſome days deprived of my reaſon, and actually 
believed myſelf in hell, tormented by fiends: Indeed, 
there needs not a very extravagant imagination to 
form. that idea ; for of all the ſcenes on earth, that of 
Bridewell approaches neareſt the notion I had always 
entertained of the infernal regions. Here I ſaw no- 
thing but rage, anguiſh and impiety; and heard no- 
thing but groans, curſes and blaſphemy.—In the 
midſt of this helliſh crew, I was ſubjected to the, ty- 
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even to my cap, ſhoes and ſtockings : 
ly deſtitute of neceſſaries, but even of food; ſo that 
my wretchedneſs was extreme. Not one of my ac- 
quaintance to whom I imparted my ſituation, would 
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ranny of a barbarian, who impoſed upon me taſks 
that I could not poſſibly perform, and then puniſhed 


my incapacity with the utmoſt rigour and inhumani- 


ty. I was often whipt into a ſwoon, and laſhed out 
of it, during which miſerable intervals, I was robbed 
by my fellow-priſoners of every __ about me, 

was not on- 


grant me the leaſt ſuccour or regard, on pretence of 


my being committed for theft; and my landlord re- 


fuſed to part with ſome of my own cloaths which 1 
ſent for, becauſe I was indebted to him for a week's 
Jodging--Overwhelmed with calamity, I grew deſ- 
perate, and reſolved to put an end to my grievances 
and life together ; for this purpoſe I got up in the 


middle of the night, when I thought every body 
round me aſleep, and fixing one end of my handker- 
chief to a large hook in the ceiling, that ſupported 
the ſcales on which the hemp is weigh'd, I ſtood up- 
on a Chair, and making a nooſe on the other end, 


put my neck into it, with an intention to hang my- 
ſelf ; but before I could adjuſt the knot, I was ſur- 


- prized and prevented by two women who had been 


awake all the while, and ſuſpected my deſign. — 
In the morning my attempt was publiſhed among the 
priſoners, and puniſhed with thirty ſtripes, the pain 


of which co-operating with my diſappointment and 
' diſgrace, bereft me of my ſenſes, and threw me into 
an ecſtaſy of madneſs, during which I tore the fleſh 


from my bones with my teeth, and daſhed my head 
againſt the pavement.— So that they were obliged to 
ſet a watch over me, to reſtrain me from doing further 
miſchief to myſelf and others.—This fit of phrenzy 


continued three days, at the end of which I grew 


calm and ſullen; but as the deſire of making away 


with myſelf ſtill remained, I came to a determina- 
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tion of ſtarving myſelf to death, and with that view 
refuſed all ſuſtenance. Whether it was owing to 
the want of oppoſition, or to the weakneſs of nature, 
I know not, but on the ſecond day of my faſt, I 
found my reſolution conſiderably impaired, and the 
calls of hunger almoſt inſupportable.— At this critical 
conjuncture a lady was brought into the priſon with 
whom I had contracted an acquaintance while I lived 
with Horatio; ſhe was then on the ſame footing as I 
was, but afterwards quarrelling with her gallant, 
and not finding another to her mind, altered her 
ſcheme of life, and ſet up a coffee-houſe among the 
hundreds of Drury, where ſhe entertained gentlemen 
with claret, arrack, and the choice of half a dozen 
of damſels, who lived in her houſe. This ſervice- 
able matron having neglected to gratify a certain j—ce 
for the connivance ſhe enjoyed, was indicted at the 
quarter ſeſſions; in conſequence of which her bevy 
was diſperſed, and herſelf committed to Bride- 
well.—She had not been long there, before ſhe learn- 
ed my diſaſter, and coming up to me, after a com- 
pliment of condolence, enquired into the particulars 
of my fate : while we were engaged in diſcourſe to- 
gether, the maſter came and told me, that the fellow 
on whoſe account I had ſuffered was taken, that he 
had confeſſed the theft, and cleared me of any con- 
cern in the affair; for which reaſon he, the maſter, 
had orders to diſcharge me, and that I was from that 
moment free. 'This piece of news ſoon baniſhed all 
thoughts of death, and had fuch an inſtantaneous ef- 
fect on my countenance, that Mrs. Coupler (the 
lady then preſent) hoping to find her account in me, 
very generouſly offered to furniſh me with what ne- 
ceſſaries I wanted, and take me into her own houſe, 
as ſoon as ſhe could compromiſe matters with the 
j—ces. The conditions of her offer, were, that I 
ſhould pay three guineas weekly for my board, and 
a reaſonable conſideration beſides for the uſe 7 ſuch 
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cloaths and ornaments as ſhe ſhould ſupply me with, 
to be deducted from the firſt profits of my embraces. 
— Theſe were hard terms; but not to be rejected by 
one who was turned out helpleſs and naked into the 
wide world, without a friend to pity or aſſiſt her. 
l therefore embraced her propoſal, and ſhe being 
bailed in a few hours, took me home with her in a 
coach. As I was by this time conſcious of having 
formerly diſguſted my admirers by my reſerved and 


haughty behaviour, I now endeavoured to conquer 
that diſpoſition, and the ſudden change of my for- 


tune giving me a flow of ſpirits, I appeared in the 
molt winning and gay manner I could aſſume. Hav- 
ing the advantage of a good voice and education, I 
exerted my talents to the uttermoſt, and ſoon became 
the favourite with all company.—This ſucceſs alarm- 
ed the pride and jealouſy of Mrs. Coupler, who 
could not bear the thoughts of being eclipſed : She 
therefore made a merit of her envy, and whiſper'd 


among her cuſtomers that I was unſound. —T here 


needed no more to ruin my reputation and blaſt my 
proſperity ; every body ſhunned me with marks of 
averſion and diſdain, and in a very ſhort time I was 
as ſolitary as ever. Want of gallants was attended 
with want of money to ſatisfy my malicious landlady, 


who having purpoſely given me credit to the amount of 
eleven pounds, took out a writ againſt me, and I was 
arreſted in her own houſe, —Though the room was 


crowded with people, when the bailiff entered, not 


one of them had compaſſion enough to mollify my 
proſecutrix, far leſs to pay the debt; they even 


laughed at my tears, and one of them bad me be of 
good cheer, for I ſnould not want admirers in New- 


gate. At that inſtant, a ſea-lieutenant came in, and 


feeing my plight, began to enquire inte the circum- 


ſtances of my misfortune, when this wit adviſed him 


to keep clear of me, for I was a fire - ſnip.— A fire- 
« ſhip ! (replied the ſailor) more like a poor galley 
: ww. 
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« jn diſtreſs that has been boarded by ſuch a fire-ſhip 
« as you; if ſo be as that is the caſe, ſhe ſtands in 
&« more need of aſſiſtance.— Harkee, my girl, how 
« far have you over-run the conſtable ?”—1I told him 
that the debt amounted to eleven pounds, beſides the 
expence of the writ—* An that be all, ſaid he, you 
c ſhan't go to the bilboes this bout.” And taking 
out his purſe, paid the money, diſcharged the bai- 


liff, and telling me, I had got into the wrong port, 


adviſed me to ſeek out a more convenient harbour, 
where I could be ſafely hove down, for which pur- 
poſe he made me a preſent of five guineas more, —I 
was ſo touched with this ſingular piece of generoſity, 
that for ſome time I had not power to thank him.— 
However, as ſoon as I had recollected myſelf, I beg- 
ged the favour of him to go with me to the next 
tavern, where I explained the nature of my diſaſter, 
and convinced him of the falſhood of what was re- 
ported to my prejudice ſo effectually, that he from 
that moment attached himſelf to me, and we lived 
in great harmony together, until he was obliged to 
go to ſea, where he periſhed in a ſtorm. 

Having loſt my benefactor, and almoſt conſumed 
the remains of his bounty, I ſaw myſelf in danger 
of relapſing into my former neceſſity, and began to 
be very uneaſy at the proſpect of bailiffs and jails ;— 
when one of the fiſterhood, a little ſtale, adviſed me 
to take lodgings in a part of the town where I was 
unknown, and paſs for an heireſs, by which artifice I 
might entrap ſomebody to be my huſband, who would 
poſlibly be able to allow me an handſome maintenance, 
or at worlt ſcreen me from the dread and danger of a 
priſon, by becoming liable for whatever debts I ſhould 
contract. — I approved of this ſcheme, towards the 
execution of which my companion clubbed her 
wardrobe, and undertook to live with me in quality 
of my maid ; with the proviſo, that ſhe ſhould be 
reimburſed, and handſomely conſidered out of the 

1 profits 


own. —I made my firſt appearance in a blue riding} | 


| ſpread all over the neighbourhood, and I was ſaid to be 
a rich heireſs juſt arrived from the country.— This re- 


a a carrion, with a view of preying upon my fortune. 


than he changed colour; but had preſence of mind {} 


voice) be under no apprehenſion, for he would not 
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profits of my ſucceſs.— She was immediately detach. 
ed to look out for a convenient place, and that ve 

day hired a genteel apartment in Park-ſtreet, whither 
I moved in a coach loaded with her baggage and my] 


habit trimmed with filver ; and my maid ated her 
part ſo artfully, that ia a day or two, my fame was 
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port brought a ſwarm of gay young fellows about me; 
but I ſoon found them out to be all indigent — 
turers like myſelf, who crouded to me like crows to 
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I maintained, however, the appearance of wealth 
as long as poſlible, in hopes of gaining ſome admirer 
more for my purpoſe; and at length attracted the re- 
gard of one who would have ſatisfied my wiſhes ; and 
managed matters fo well, that a day was actually 
fixed for our nuptials : in the interim, he begged 
leave to introduce an intimate friend to me, which | 
requeſt as I could not refuſe, I had the extreme mor- 
tification and ſurpriſe, to ſee next night, in that friend, 
my old keeper Horatio, who no ſooner beheld me 


1 S * 


to advance and ſalute me, bidding me (with a low 


expoſe me. In ſpite of this aſſurance, I could not 
recover myſelf fo far, as to entertain them, but with- 
drew to my chamber on pretence of a ſevere head · ach, 
to the no ſmall concern of my adorer, Who took his 
leave in the tendereſt manner, and went off with his | 
friend. 

Having imparted my ſituation to my companion, 
the found it high time for us to decamp, and that 
without any noiſe, becauſe we were not only indebt- 
ed to our landlady, but alſo to feveral tradeſmen in 
the neighbourhood. _——OQur retreat (therefore) was 
concerted and executed in this manaer : Having 

| packed 
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ach. packed up all our cloaths and moveables in {mall 
very| parcels, ſhe, (on pretence of fetching cordials for me) 
ither > carried them at ſeveral times, to the houſe of an ac- 
im quaintance, where ſhe likewiſe procured a lodging, 
din, | 4 to which we retired in the middle of the night, when 
| he : every other body in the houſe was aſleep.— was now 
was 1 obliged to aim at lower game, and accordingly ſpread 
obe my nets among trades-people ; but found them all 
re. 100 phlegmatic or cautious for my art and attractions; 
me: till at laſt I became acquainted with you, on whom I 
ren. | Practiſed all my dexterity ; not that I believed you 
> to ' had any fortune or expectation of one, but that I 
ne might transfer the burthen of ſuch debts as | had in- 
th curred or ſhould contract, from myſelf to another, 
rer and at the ſame time avenge myſelf of your ſex, 
* by rendering miſerable, one who bore ſuch reſem- 
ind. bdlance to the wretch who ruined me; but heaven 
ly | preſerved you from my ſnares, by the diſcovery you 
wed made, which was owing to the negligence of my 
yl maid in leaving the chamber-door unlocked, when 
al ſhe went to buy ſugar for breakfaſt. —The perſon in 
d. - bed with me, was a gentleman whom I had allured 
me | the night before, as he walked homeward pretty 
ad mach elevated with liquor; for by this time my con- 
mw dition was ſo low, that I was forced to turn out, in 
or | the twilight, to the ſtreets in hopes of prey. When 
ot | ö I found myſelf detected and forſaken by you, I was 
h. Ffain to move my lodging, and dwell two pair of 
h, Pairs higher than before: my companion being diſ- 
to appointed in her expectations, left me to trade upon 
Bo her own bottom, and I had no other reſource, than 


to venture forth, like the owls, in the dark, to pick 

up a precarious and uncomfortable ſubſiſtence. I 

have often ſauntered between Ludgate-hill and Cha- 

ring-croſs, a whole winter night, expoſed not only 

to the inclemency of the weather, but likewiſe to the 

rage of hunger and thirſt, without being ſo happy as 

to meet with one cully ; then creep up to my garret, 
1 
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in a deplorable, draggled condition, ſneak to bed, 
and try to bury my appetite and ſorrows in ſleep. 
When I lighted on ſome rake or tradeſman reeling 
home drunk, I frequently ſuffered the moſt brutal 
treatment; in ſpite of which I was obliged to affect 
gaity and good humour, tho' my ſoul was ſtung 
with reſentment and diſdain, and my heart loaded 
with grief and afflition.—In the courſe of theſe noc- 
turnal adventures, I was infected with the diſeaſe 
that in a ſhort time render'd me the object of my own 
abhorrence, and drove me to the retreat, where your 
benevolence reſcued me from the jaws of death. 


So much candour and good ſenſe appeared in this 
: lady's narration, that I made no ſcruple of belicving 
every ſyllable of what ſhe ſaid ; and expreſſed my 
aſtoniſhment at the variety of miſeries ſhe had under- 
gone, in ſo little time; for all her misfortunes had 
happened within the compaſs of two years.—I com- 
pared her ſituation with my own, and found it a 
thouſand times more wretched : I had endured hard- 
ſhips, tis true; my whole life had been a ſeries of 
ſuch, and when looked forward, the proſpe& was 
not much bettered—but then they were become 
habitual to me, and conſequently I could bear them 
with leſs difficulty.— If one ſcheme of life ſhould not 
ſucceed, I could have recourſe to another, and ſo to 
a third, veering about to a thouſand different ſhifts, 
according to the emergencies of my fate, without 
forfeiting the dignityof my character, beyond a power 
of retrieving it, or ſubjecting myſelf wholly to the 
caprice and barbarity of the world. On the other 
- hand, ſhe had known and reliſhed the ſweets of proſ- 
perity, ſhe had been brought up under the wings of 
an indulgent parent, in all the delicacies to which 
her ſex and rank entitled her; and without any ex- 
travagance of hope, entertained herſelf with the view 
of uninterrupted happineſs thro' the whole ag 
: e. 
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life, How fatal then, how tormenting, how intole- 
rable muſt her reverſe of fortune be | a reverſe, that 
not only robs her of theſe external comforts, and 
plunges her into all the miſeries of want, but alſo 
murthers her peace of mind, and entails upon her the 
curſe of eternal infamy !—Of all profeſſions I pro- 
nounced that of a courtezan the moſt deplorable, and 
her of all courtezans the moſt unhappy.—She allow- 
ed my obſervation to be juſt in the main, but at the 
ſame time affirmed, that notwithſtanding the diſ- 
graces Which had fallen to her ſhare, ſhe had not 
been ſo unlucky in the condition of a proſtitute as 
many others of the ſame community.—*< I have 
e often ſeen, (ſaid ſhe) while I ſtrolled about the 
& ſtreets at midnight, a number of naked wretches 
reduced to rags and filth, huddled together like 
« ſwine, in the corner of a dark alley; ſome of 
* whom, but eighteen months before, I had known 
« the favourites of the town, rolling in affluence, 
« and glittering in all the pomp of equipage and 
&« dreſs.” — And indeed the gradation is eaſily con- 


ceived : the moſt faſhionable woman of the town is 


as liable to contagion as one in a much humbler 
ſphere ; ſhe infects her admirers, her ſituation is pub- 
lic; ſhe is avoided, neglected, unable to ſupport 
her uſual appearance, which however ſhe ſtrives to 
maintain as long as poſſible ; her credit fails, ſhe is 
obliged to retrench and become a night-walker, her 
malady gains ground, ſhe tampers with her conſtitu- 
tion, and ruins it ; her complexion fades, ſhe grows 
nauſcous to every body, finds herſelf reduced to a 
ſtarving condition, is tempted to pick pockets, is de- 
tected, committed to Newpate, where ſhe remains in 
a miſerable condition, *till ſhe is diſcharged becauſe 
the plaintiff will not appear to proſecute her. No- 
body will afford her lodging, the ſymptoms of her 
diſtemper are grown outragious, ſhe ſues to be admit- 


ed into an hoſpital, where ſhe is cured at the ex- 
pence 
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pence of her noſe; ſhe is turned out naked into the] 
ſtreets, depends upon the addreſſes of the loweſt claſs, 

is fain to allay the rage of hunger and cold with 

gin, degenerates into a brutal inſenſibility, rots and 

dies upon a dung-hill. Miſerable wretch that I am I am 


perhaps the fame horrors are decreed for me ; — i. 
No, cried ſhe (after ſome pauſe) | ſhall never live] zz; 
« to ſuch extremity of diſtreſs; my own hand ſhall | bg 


% open a way for my deliverance, before I arrive | 


at that forlorn period !”—Her condition filled me] 25 
with ſympathy and compaſſion; I revered her qua- &* 
lifications, looked upon her as unfortunate, not cri-|} #4 
minal; and attended her with ſuch care and ſucceſs, | 0 
that in leſs than two months, her health, as well as 6 
my own, was perfectly re-eſtabliſhed. — As we often 


conferred upon our mutual affairs, and interchanged | 
advice, a thouſand different projects were formed, / 
which upon further canvaſſing appeared impracticable. 
— We would have gladly gone to ſervice ; but who kee] 
would take us in without recommendation? At length 
an expedient occurred to her, of which ſhe intended time 
to lay hold; and this was, to procure with the firſt Þ favc 
money ſhe ſhould earn, the homely garb of a coun- her 
try wench, go to ſome village at a good diſtance J yay 
from town, and come up in a waggon, as a freſh and 
girl for ſervice ; by which means, ſhe might be pro- aſſu 
vided for in a manner much more fuitable to her in- lon! 


clination, than her preſent way of life. put 
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Ian reduced to great miſery—aſſaulted on Tower- 
hill by a preſs-gang, who put me on board a 
tender ni uſage there———my arrival on 
board of the Thunder man of war, where 1 am 
put in irons, and afterwards releaſed by the 
geod offices of My. Thomſon, who recommends 
me as affiſtant to the ſurgeon — he relates his 
own ſtory, and makes me acquainted with the 


charafters of the captain, ſurgeon, and firſt 


male. 


Applauded the reſolution of Miſs Williams, who, 
a few days after, was hired in quality of bar- 


keeper, by one of the ladies who had witneſſed in 
her behalf at the Marſhalſea ; and who ſince that 
time had got credit with a wine merchant, whoſe 
favourite ſhe was, to ſet up a convenient houſe of 
her own. —T hither my fellow- lodger repaired, after 
having taken leave of me, with a torrent of tears, 
and a thouſand proteſtations of eternal gratitude ; 
aſſuring me, ſhe would remain in this ſituation no 
longer than fhe could pick up money ſufficient to 
put her other deſign in execution. 


As for my own part, I ſaw no reſource but the ar- 


my or navy, between which I heſitated ſo long, that 

I found myſelf reduced to a ſtarving condition. 
My ſpirit began to accommodate itſelf to my beg- 
garly fate, and I became ſo mean, as to go down 


towards Wapping, with an intention to enquire for 


an old ſchool-fellow, who (I underſtood) had got 


| the command of a ſmall coaſting- veſſel, then in the 
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river, and implore his aſliftance, —But my deſtiny 
prevented this abject piece of behaviour; for as 1 
croſſed Tower-wharf, a ſquat tawny fellow with a 
hanger by his fide, -and a cudgel in his hand, came 
up to me, calling. Yo, ho! brother, you muſt 
come along with me.“ As I did not like his 
appearance; inſtead of anſwering his ſalutation, I 
quickened my pace, in hope of ridding myſelf of his 
company; upon which he whiſtled aloud, and imme- 
diately another ſailor appeared before me, who laid 
hold of me by the collar, and began to drag me along. 
Not being of a humour to reliſh ſuch treatment, 
I diſengaged myſelf of the aſſailant, and with one 
blow of my cudgel, laid him motionleſs on the 
ground: and perceiving myſelf ſurrounded in a trice, 
by ten or a dozen more, exerted myſelf with ſuch 
dexterity and ſucceſs, that ſome of my opponents 
were fain to attack me with drawn cutlaſſes ; and 
after an obſtinate engagement, in which I received 
a large wound on my head, and another on my left 
cheek, I was diſarmed, taken priſoner, and carried 
on board a preſſing tender; where, after being pi- 
nioned like a malefactor, I was thruſt down into the 
hold, among a parcel of miſerable wretches, the 
ſight of whom well nigh diſtracted me.—As the 
commanding officer had not humanity enough to 
order my wounds to be dreſſed, and I could not uſe 
my own hands, I deſired one of my fellow-captives 
who was unfettered, to take a handkerchief out of my 
pocket and tie it round my head to ſtop the bleeding. 
He pulled out my handkerchief ('tis true) but inftead 
of applying it to the uſe for which I deſigned it, went 
to the grating of the hatch-way, and with aſtoniſh- 
ing compoſure, ſold it before my face to a bum-boat- 
woman * then on board for a quart of gin, with 
* A bum-boat-woman, 1s one who ſells bread, cheeſe, 


greens, liquor, and freſh provitions to the ſailors, in a 
{mall boat that lies along-ſide of the ſhip. 


Which 


wounds by the doctor 


Bowling and I weathered together, 
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* which he treated his companions, regardleſs of my 
circumſtances and intreaties. 


I complained bitterly of this robbery, to the mid- 


; chipman on deck, telling him, at the ſame time, 
that unleſs my hurts were dreſſed, I ſhould bleed to 


death. But compaſſion was a weakneſs of which 


no man could juſtly accuſe this perſon, who ſquirting 
Ja mouthful of diſſolved tobacco upon me through 
the gratings, told me, J was a mutinous dog, 


and that I might die and be damned.” Finding 


there was no other remedy, I appealed to patience, 
and laid up this uſage in my memory, to be recalled 
at a fitter ſeaſon.—ln the mean time, loſs of blood, 
vexation and want of food, contributed, with the 
noiſome ſtench of the place, to throw me into a 
7 {woon ; our of which [ was recovered by a tweak of 
the noſe, adminiſtred by the tar who ſtood centinel 
over us, who at the ſame time regaled me with a 
#7 draught of flip, and comforted me with the hopes of 
being put on board of the Thunder next day, where 


I ſhould be freed from handcuffs, and cured of my 
| I no ſooner heard him 
name the Thunder, than I aſked, if he had belonged 
to that ſhip long; and he giving me to underſtand, 
he had belonged to her five years, I enquired if he 


knew lieutenant Bowling ?—< Know lientenant - 


„Bowling (faid he) —odds my life] and that I 


do; and a good ſeaman he is, as ever ſtept upon 


„ forecaſtle,—and a brave fellow as ever crackt 
biſket; — none of your guinea pigs, —nor your 
* freſh-water, wiſhy-waſhy, fair-weather fowls. 
„Many a taught gale of wind has honeſt Tom 
| Here's 
{© his health with all my heart, where-ever he is, 


a- loft or a-low—in heav:u or in bell—all's one 
for that—he needs not be aſhamed to ſhew him- 
„ ſelf.” -I was ſo much affected with this elogium, 


that I could not refrain from telling him, I was 
| lieutenant 
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lieutenant Bowling's kinſman; in conſequence of 
which connexion, he expreſſed an inclination to ſerve 
me, and when he was relieved, brought ſome cold 
boiled beef in a platter, and biſcuit, on which we 
ſupped plentifully, and afterwards drank another can 
of flip together. While we were thus engaged, he 


recounted a great many exploits of my uncle, who | 


(I found) was very much beloved by the ſhip's com- 
pany, and pitied for the misfortune that happened to 
him in Hiſpaniola, which I was very glad to be in- 
formed was not fo great as I imagined ; for, captain 
Oakhum had recovered of his wounds, and actually at 
that time commanded the ſhip. Having, by accident, 
in my pocket my uncle's letter written from Port 
Louis, I gave it my benefactor (whoſe name was 
Jack Rattlin) for his peruſal; but honeſt Jack told 
me frankly he could not read, and deſired to know 
the contents, which I immediately communicated : 
When he heard that part of it, in which he ſays, he 
had writ to his landlord, in Deal; he cried, ** Body 
« me! that was old Ben. Block, —he was dead 
ce before the letter came to hand. —Ey, ey, had Ben. 
ce been alive, lieutenant Bowling would have had 
« no occaſion to ſkulk ſo long. —Honeſt Ben. was 
e the firſt man that taught him to hand, reef and 
« ſteer, — Well, well, we muſt all die, that's cer- 
e tain, we mult all come to port ſooner or later, 
ec at ſea or on ſhore;—we muſt be faſt moored one 


% day,—death's like the beſt bower anchor, as the 


« ſaying is, it will bring us all up.“ — I could not 
but ſignify my approbation of the juſtneſs of Jack's 
reflections; and enquired into the occaſion of the 
quarrel between captain Oakhum and my uncle, 
which he explained in this manner. Captain 
„ Oakhum, to be ſure, is a good man enough 
& beſides, he's my commander; — but what's that 
« to me?—TI do my duty, and value no man's 
« anger of a rope's end, Now the report parks as 
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how he's a lord's, or baron knight's brother, 
whereby (d'ye ſee me) he carries a ſtrait arm, 
and keeps aloof from his officers, thof, may hap, 
they may be as good men in the main as he. Now 
we lying at anchor in Tuberoon bay, lieutenant 
Bowling had the middle watch, and as he always 
kept a good look- out, he made (d'ye fee) three 
lights in the offing, whereby he ran down to the 
great cabin for orders, and found the captain 
aſleep ;—whereupon he waked him ; which put 
him in a main high paſſion, and he ſwore woundily 
at the lieutenant, and called him louſy Scotch ſon of 
a whote, (for I being then centinel in the ſteerage, 
heard all) and ſwab and lubber, whereby the licu- 
tenant returned the ſalute, and they jawed toge- 
ther fore and aft a good ſpell, till at laſt the cap- 
tain turned out, and laying hold of a rattan, came 
athwart Mr. Bowling's quarter; whereby he told 
the captain, that if he was not his commander, he 
would heave him over board, and demanded ſatiſ- 
faction a-ſhore ; whereby, in the morning watch, 
the captain went a-ſhore in the pinnace, and af- 
terwards the lieutenant carried the cutter a- ſhore; 
and ſo they, leaving the boats crews on their oars, 
went away together; and io (d'ye ſce) in leſs than 
a quarter of an hour we heard firing, whereby we 
made for the place, and found the captain lying 
wounded on the beach, and ſo brought him on 
board to the dector, who cured him in lefs than 
fix weeks. But, the lieutenant clapt on all the 
ſail he could bear, and had got far enough a- 
head before we knew any thing of the matter ; ſo 
that we could never after get ſight of him, for 
which we were not ſorry, becauſe the captain was 
mainly wroth, and would certainly have done 
him a miſchicf;—tor he atterwards cauſed him to 
be run on the ihip's books, whereby he loſt all his 
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* pay, and if he ſhould be taken, would be tried as 
& a deſerter.“ 

This account of the captain's behaviour gave me 
no advantageous idea of his character; and I could 
not help lamenting my own fate, that had ſubjected 
me to ſuch a commander. However, making a vir- 
tue of neceſſity, I put a good face on the matter, 


and nexr day was with the other preſſed men put on 1 
board of the Thunder lying at the Nore.— When 


we came along fide, the mate who guarded us thither, 
ordered my handcuffs to be taken off, that I might get 
on board the eaſter ; this circumſtance being perceived 
by ſome of the company who ſtood upon the gang- 


boards to ſee us enter, one of them called to Jack 


Rattlin, who was buſied in doing this friendly office 
for me; © Hey, Jack, what Newgate galley have 
« you boarded in the river as you came along? Have 
« we not thieves enow among us already ?” Another 
obſerving my wounds, which remained expoſed to the 
air, told me, my ſeams were uncaulked, and that I 
muſt be new payed.—A third, ſeeing my hair clotted 
together with blood, as it were into diſtinct cords, 
took notice, that my bows were manned with the 


red ropes, inſtead of my fide. —A fourth aſked me, 


if I could not keep my yards ſquare without iron 
- braces? And in ſhort, a thouſand witticiſms of the 
ſame nature were paſſed upon me, before I could 
get up the ſhip's fide. After we had been all en- 
tered upon the ſhip's books, I enquired of one of my 
ſhip-mates where the ſurgeon was, that I might 
have my wounds dreſſed, and had actually got as far 
as the middle deck (for our ſhip carried eighty guns) 
in my way to the cock-pit, when I was met by the 
ſame midſhipman, who had uſed me ſo barbarouſly 
in the tender: He ſeeing me free from my chains, aſk- 
ed, with an inſolent air, who had releaſed me? To 
this queſtion I fooliſhly anſwered with a countenance 
that too plainly declared the ſtate of my thoughts ; 
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_ & Whoever did it, I am perſuaded did not conſult 
you in the affair.” —I had no ſooner uttered theſe 
words, than he cried, © Damn you, you ſaucy ſon 
« of a bitch, I'll teach you to talk ſo to your offi- 
s cer.” So ſaying he beſtowed on me ſeveral 
ſevere ſtripes, with a ſupple Jack he had in his 
hand; and going to the commanding officer, made 
{uch a report of me, that I was immediately put in 
irons by the maſter at arms, and a centinel placed 
over me. Honeſt Rattlin, as ſoon as he heard 
of my condition, came to me, and adminiſtred all 
the conſolation he could, and then went to the ſur- 
geon in my behalf, who ſent one of his mates to 
dreſs my wounds. This mate was no other than my 


old friend Thomſon, with whom I became acquaint- 


ed at the Navy-office, as before mentioned. It I 
knew him at firſt ſight, it was not eaſy for him to 
recognize me, disfigured with blood and dirt, and 
altered by the miſery I had undergone.—Unknown 
as I was to him, he ſurveyed me with looks of com- 
paſſion, and handled my ſores with great tenderneſs. 
When he had applied what he thought proper, and 
was about to leave me, I aſked him if my misfor- 
tunes had diſguiſed me ſo much, that he could not re- 
collect my face? Upon this addreſs he obſerved me 
with great earneſtneſs for ſome time, and atleagth, pro- 
teſted he could not recolleCt one feature of my coun- 
tenance. To keep him no longer in ſuſpence, I told 
him my name; which when he heard, he embraced 
me with affection, and profeſſed his forrow in ſeeing 
me in ſuch a diſagreeable ſituation. I made him ac- 
quainted with my ſtory, and when he heard how in- 
humanly I had been uſed in the tender, he left me 
abruptly, afſuring me, I ſhould tee him again ſoon, 
I had ſcarce time to wonder at his ſudden departure, 
when the matter at arms came to the place of my 
confinement, and bad me follow him to the quarter- 
deck, where I was examined by the firſt lieutenant, 
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who commanded the ſhip in the abſence of the cap- 
tain, touching the treatment I had received in the 
tender from my friend the midſhipman, who was 
preſent to confront me. I recounted the particu- 
lars of his behaviour to me, not only in the tender, 
but ſince my being on board the ſhip, part of which 
being proved by the evidence of Jack Rattlin and o- 
thers, who had no great devotion for my oppreſſor, 
L was diſcharged from confinement to make way for 
him, who was delivered to the maſter at arms to 
take his turn in the bilboes. And this was not 
the only ſatisfaction I enjoyed, for I was, at the re- 
quelt of the ſurgeon, exempted from all other duty, 
than that of aſſiſting his mates in making and admini- 


ftring medicines to the ſick. — This good office ! 


owed to the friendſhip of Mr. Thomſon, who had 
repreſented me in ſuch a favourable light to the ſur- 


geon, that he demanded me of the lieutenant to ſup- 


ply the place of his third mate, who was lately dead, 
When I had obtained this favour, my friend 
Thomſon carried me down to the cock- pit, which is 
the place allotted for the habitation of the ſurgeons 
mates: And when he had ſhewn me their birth, (as 
he called it) I was filled with aſtoniſhment and hor- 
ror, - We deſcended by divers ladders to a ſpace as 
dark as a dungeon, which I underſtood was immerſed 
ſeveral feet under water, being immediately above 
the hold : I had no ſooner approached this diſmal 
gulph, than my noſe was faluted with an intolerable 
{ſtench of putrified cheeſe and rancid butter, that iſſued 
from an apartment at the foot of the ladder, reſem- 
bling a chandler's ſhop, where, by the faint glim- 
mering of a candle, I could perceive a man with a 


pale meagre countenance, fitting behind a kind of 


deſk, having ſpeRacles on his noſe, and a pen in his 
hand—This (I learned of Mr. Thomſon) was the 
ſhip's ſteward, who ſat there to diſtribute proviſion to 
the ſeveral meſſes, and to mark what each received. 
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— He therefore preſented my name to him, and de- 
fired I might be entered in his meſs ; then taking a 
light in his hand, conducted me to the place of his re- 
ſidence, which was a ſquare of about fix feet, ſur- 
rounded with the medicine cheſt, that of the firſt 
mate, his own, and a board by way of table faſtened 
to the after-powder-room ; it was alfo incloſed with 
canvas nailed round to the beams of the ſhip, to ſcreen 
us from the cold, as well as from the view of the 
midſhipmen and quarter-maſters, who lodged with- 
in the cable tiers on each ſide of us: In this gloomy 
manſion, he entertained me with ſome cold falt pork, 
which he brought from a ſort of locker, fixed above 
the table; and calling for the boy of the meſs, ſent 
for a can of beer, of which he made excellent 
flip to crown the banquet. By this time I began 
to recover my ſpirits, which had been exceedingly 
depreſſed with the appearance of every thing about 
me, and could no longer refrain from aſking the par 
ticulars of Mr. Thomſon's fortune, ſince I had ſeen 
him in London—He told me, that being diſappoint- 
ed in his expectations of borrowing money to gratify 
the rapacious ſ—t—ry at the Navy- office, he found 
himſelf utterly unable to ſubſiſt any longer in town, 
and had actually offered his ſervice in quality of 
mate, to the ſurgeon of a merchant's ſhip bound to 


Guinea on the ſlaving trade; when one morning, a 


young fellow, of whom he had ſome acquaintance, 
came to his lodgings, and informed him, that he had 
ſeen a warrant made out in his name at the Navy- 
office, for ſurgeon's ſecond mate of a third rate : 
This unexpected piece of good news he could ſcarce- 
ly believe to be true ; more eſpecially, as he had 
been found qualified at Surgeon's hall for third mate 
only; but that he might not be wanting to himſelf, 
he went thither to be aſſured, and actually found it 
ſo: Whereupon, demanding his warrant, it was de- 
livered to him, and the oaths adminiſtred immedi- 
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ately. That very afternoon, he went to Gravel- 
end in the tilt-boat, from whence he took a place 
in the tide-coach for Rocheſter ; next morning got 
on board the Thunder, for which he was appointed, 
then lying in the harbour at Chatham ; and the ſame 
day was muſtered by the clerk of the checque. 


And well it was for him, that ſuch expedition was 


uſed ; for in leſs than twelve hours after his arrival, 
another William J homſon came on board, affirming 
that he was the perſon for whom the warrant was ex- 
pedited, and that the other was an impoſtor. My 
friend was grievouſly alarmed at this accident, the 
more ſo, as his nameſake had very much the advan- 
tage over him, both in aſſurance and dreſs.— How- 
ever, to acquit himſelf of the ſuſpicion of impoſture, 
he produced ſeveral letters written from Scotland to 
him in that name, and recollecting that his inden- 
tures were in a box on board, he brought them up, 
and convinced all preſent, that he had not aſſumed a 
name which did not belong to him. His competi- 
tor, enraged that they ſhould heſitate in doing him 
Juſtice, (for to be ſure, the warrant had been deſign- 
ed for him) behaved with ſo much indecent heat, 
that the commanding officer, (who was the fame 
gentleman I had ſeen) and the ſurgeon, were offend- 
ed at his preſumption, and making a point of ir with 
their friends in town, in leſs than a week got the firſt 
confirmed in his ſtation. —* I have been on board, 
«* ſaid he, ever ſince, and as this way of life is be- 


come familiar to me, have no caule to complain 


* of my ſituation.—T he ſurgeon is a good-natured 
«« indolent man; the firſt mate (who is now on 
** ſhore on duty) is indeed a little proud and chole- 
« ric, as all Welchmen are, but in the main, «© 
friendly honeſt fellow. The lievtenants I have 
no concern with; and as for the captain, he is too 
* much of a gentleman to know a ſurgeon's mate, 
even by fight.” 
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CHAT. Avi 


The behaviour of Mr. Morgan 
diſpleaſure and gen-refity the economy of 
our meſs deſcribed Themſon's further 

_ friendſhip the nature of my duty explained 


he ſituation of the fick. 


his prige, 


HILE he was thus diſcourſing to me, we 

heard a voice on the cockpit-ladder, pro- 

nounce with great vehemence, in a ſtrange dialect, 
The devil and his dam blow me from the top of 
« Mounchdenny, if I go to him before there is ſome- 
„thing in my pelly ;—let his noſe be as yellow as 
« ſaffron, or as blue as a pell (look you) or green as 
« a leek, 'tis all one.” — To this declaration ſome- 
body anſwered, ** So it ſeems my poor meſs-mate 
*« muſt part his cable for want of a little aſſiſtance -—- 
« His fore-top- fail is looſe already; and beſides, the 
doctor ordered you to over-haul him; but I fee 
“you don't mind what your maſter ſays.” Here 
he was interrupted with, © Splatter and oons ! you 
„ Jouſy tog, who do you call my maſter ? get you 
gone to the doctor, and tell him my birth, and 
education, and my abilities; and moreover, my 
behaviour is as good as his, or any ſhentieman's 
* (no diſparagement to him) in the whole world— 
« Got pleſs my ſoul ! does he think, or conceive, or 
„ imagine, that I am a horſe, or an aſs, or a goat, 
to trudge backwards and forewards, and upwards 
and downwards, and by ſea, and by land, at his 
* will and pleaſures ? GO your ways you rap- 
* {callion, and tell doctor Atkias, that I deſire and 
*« requeſt, that he will give a look upon the tying 
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„man, and order ſomething for him if he be dead 
« or alive, and I will fee him take it by and by, 
% when my craving ſtomach is ſatisfied, look you.“ 
—At this the other went away, ſaying, that if they 
would ſerve him ſo, when he was dying, by God, 
he would be foul of them in the other world. Here 
Mr. Thomſon let we know that the perſon we 
heard was Mr, Morgan, the firſt mate, who was juſt 
come on board from the hoſpital, whither he had at- 
tended ſome of the ſick in the morning.—-At the 
ſame time I ſaw him come into the birth,—He was 
a ſhort thick man with a face garniſhed with pimples, 
a ſnub noſe turned up at the end, an exceſſive wide 
mouth, and little fiery eyes, ſurrounded with ſkin 
puckered up in innumerable wrinkles. — My friend 
immediately made him acquainted with my caſe ; 
when he regarded me with a very. lofty look, but 
without ſpeaking, ſet down a bundle he had in his 
hand, and approached the cupboard, which when 
he had opened, he exclaimed in a great paſſion, 
*« Cot is my life! all the pork is gone, as I am 
« a chriſtian!” Thomſon then gave him to under- 
ſtand, that as I had been brought on board half 
famiſhed, he could do no leſs than entertain me with 
what was in the locker ; and the rather as he had bid 
the ſteward enter me in the mes. Whether this 
diſappointment made Mr. Morgan more peeviſh 
than uſual, or he really thought himſelf too little re- 
garded by his fellow-mate, I know not, but after 
ſome pauſe he went on in this manner. Mr. 
« Thomſon, perhaps you do not uſe me with all 
© the good manners, and complaiſance, and reſpect, 
© (look you) that becomes you, becauſe you have 
„not vouchſafed to adviſe with me in this affair. 
A have, in my time, (look you) been a man of 
„ ſome weight and ſubſtance, and conſideration, 
and have kept houſe and home, and paid ſcot and 
lot and the king's taxes; ay, and maintained a fa- 

, cc mily 


Roverick RANDOM. 201 


de mily to boot. — And moreover, alſo, I am your 
„ ſenior, and your elder, and your petter, Mr. 
« Thomſon.” My elder I'll allow you to be, but 
« not my better,” (cried T homſon with ſome heat.) 
«© Cot is my faviour and witneſs too (ſaid Morgan, 
« with great vehemence) that I am more elder, and 
6 — 2 more petter by many years than you.“ 
—Fearing this diſpute might be attended with ſome 
bad conſequence, I interpoſed, and told Mr. Mor- 
gan, I was very ſorry for having been the occaſion cf 
any difference between him and the ſecond mate 
and that, rather than cauſe the leaſt breach in their 
good underſtanding, I would eat my allowance by 
myſelf or feek admiſkon into ſome other company. 


 —But Thomſon, with more ſpirit than difcretic n 


(as I thought) inſiſted upon my remaining where be 
had appointed me; and obſerved that no man poſſeſ- 
ſed of generoſity and compaſſion, would have any 
objection to it, conſidering my birth and talents, 
and the misfortunes I had of late fo unjuſtly under- 
gone. This was touching Mr. — the 
right key, who proteſted with great earneſtneſs, that 
he had no objection to my being received in the 
meſs ; but only complained, that the ceremony of aſk- 
ing his conſent was not obſerved. As for a ſhentle- 
man in diſtreſs, (ſaid he, ſhaking me by the hand) 


I lofe kim as I lofe my own powels: for Cot 


«< nelp me! I have had vexation enough upon my 
* own pack,” —And as I afterwards learned, in ſo 
faying, he ſpoke no more than what was true ; for 
he had been once ſettled in a very good ſituation in 
Glamorganſhire, and was ruined by being ſecurity 
for an acquaintance.— All differences being compot- 
ed, he untied his bundle, which conſiſted of three 
bunches of onions, and a great lump of Cheſhire- 
cheeſe wrapt up in a handkerchief; and taking fome 
biſcuit from the cupboard, fell to with a keen appe- 


tite, iaviting us to a ſhare of the repaſt, -W lien he 
had 
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had fed heartily on his homely fare, he filled a large 
cup made of a cocoa-nut ſhell, with brandy, and 
drinking it off, told us, Prandy was the peſt 
« menſtruum for onion and ſheeſe.” His hunger 
being appeaſed, he began to be in better humour; 
and being inquiſitive about my birth, no ſooner un- 
_ derſtood that I was deſcended of a good family, than 
he diſcovered a particular good will to me on that ac- 
count, deducing his own pedigree in a direct line 
from the famous Caractacus king of the Britons, who 
was firſt the priſoner, and afterwards the friend, of 
Claudius Cæſar.—Perceiving how much I was re- 
duced in point of linen, he made me a preſent of 
two good ruffled ſhirts, which, with two more of 
check which I received from Mr. Thomſon, enabled 
me to appear with decency, —Mean while the ſailor, 
whom Mr. Morgan had ſent to the doctor, brought 
a preſcription for his meſs-mate, which when the 
Welchman had read, .he got up to prepare it, and 
alked, if the man was Tead or alive.” „Dead! 
c replied Jack, if he was dead, he would have 
* no occaſion for doctor's ſtuff, — No, thank God, 
« death han't as yet boarded him, but they have 
* been yard arm and yard arm theſe three glaſſes.” 
—“ Are his eyes open” (continued the mate.) 

« His ſtarboard eye (ſaid the ſailor) is open, but faſt 
1% jamm'd in his head; and the haulyards of his un- 
e der- jaw have given way.”——* Paſſion of my 
« heart! cried Morgan, the man is as pad as one 
«« would deſire to be !—Did you feel his pulſes ? ” 
To this the other replied with © Anan ?”—Upon 
which this Cambro-Briton, with great earneſtneſs 
and humanity, ordered the tar to run to his meſs mate, 
and keep him alive till he ſhould come with the me- 
dicine; “and then, ſaid he, you ſhall pcradventure, 
„ behold what you ſhall ſee.” — The poor fellow 
with great ſimplicity ran to the place where the ſick 
man lay, but in 1 Iels than a minute returned with a 
woful 
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woful countenance, and told us his comrade had 
ſtruck. Morgan hearing this, exclaimed, * Mercy 
« upon my ſalvation! why did you not ſtop him till I 
© came? ”—* Stop him (ſaid the other) L hail'd him 
te ſeveral times, but he was too far on his way, and 
e the enemy had got poſſeſſion of his cloſe quarters 
e {o that he did not mind me.''— Well, well, ſaid 
« he, we all owe heaven a teath. =Go your ways, 
« you ragamuffin, and take an example and a warn- 
“ ing, look you, and repent of your miſteets.”— 
So ſaying, he puſhed the ſeaman out of the birth. 
While he entertained us with reflections ſuitable to 
this event, we heard the boatſwain pipe to dinner; 
and immediately the boy belonging to our mels, ran 
to the locker, from whence he carried off a large 
wooden platter, and in a few minutes, returned with 


it full of boiled peaſe, crying, „Scaldings,“ all the 


way as he came. — The cloth, conſiſting of a piece of 
an old ſail, was inſtantly laid, covered with three 
plates, which by the colour I could with difficulty diſ- 
cern to be metal, and as many ſpoons of the fame com- 
polition, two of which were curtailed in the handles, 
and the other abridged in the lip. Mr. Morgan him- 
ſelf enriched this meſs with a lump of ſalt butter, 
{cooped from an old gallipot, and a handful of onions 
ſhorn, with ſome pounded pepper.—I was not very 
much tempted with the appearance of this diſh, of 
which, nevertheleſs, my meſs-mates eat heartily, ad- 
viſing me to follow their example, as it was banyan 
day, and we could have no meat till next noon — 
But I had already laid in ſufficient for the occaſion ; 
and therefore deſired to be excuſed ; expreiting a cu- 
rioſity to know the meaning of banyan-day.— They 
told me, that on Mondays, Wedneſdays, and Fridays 
the ſhip's company had no allowance of meat, and 
that theſe meagre days were called banyan days, the 
reaſon of which they did not know; but I have ſince 
learned they take their denomination from a * 
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| devotees in ſome parts of the Eaſt Indies, who never 
| taſte fleſh, T4 & 
After dinner, Thomſon led me round the ſhip, | 
ſhewed me the different parts, deſcribed their uſes, 
and as far as he could, made me acquainted with the 
ö particulars of the diſcipline and ceconomy practiſed 
on board.— He then demanded of the boatſwain, an 
hammock for me, which was flung in a very neat 
manner by my friend Jack Rattlin ; and as I had no 
bed-cloaths, procured credit for me with the purſer, 
for a matraſs and two blankets.— At ſeven o'clock 
1 in the evening Morgan viſited the ſick, and having 
ordered what was proper for each, I aſſiſted Thom- 
t ſon in making up his preſcriptions : but when I fol- 
4q lowed him with the medicines into the ſick-birtb or 
| hoſpital, and obſerved the ſituation of the patients, I | 
| was much leſs ſurprized that people ſhould die on f 
| board, than that any ſick perſon ſhould recover... | 
Here I ſaw about fifty miſerable diſtempered wretches, th 
ſuſpended in rows, ſo huddled one upon another, that 01 
not more than fourteen inches ſpace was allotted for |? 1 
each with his bed and bedding ; and deprived of the . 
light of the day, as well as of freſh air; breathing 
nothing but a noiſome atmoſphere of the morbid 
ſteams exhaling from their own excrements and diſ- 
eaſed bodies, devoured with vermin hatched in the 
filth that ſurrounded them, and deſtitute of every 
| convenience neceſſary for people in that helpleſs con- 
| dition, 
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CHAP. N 


A diſagreeable accident happens to me in the diſ- 
charge of my office — Morgan's noſe is of- 
fended—a dialogue between him and the ſhip's 
ſteward — upon examination, I find more 
cauſes of complaint than one my bair is cut 


0 Morgan's cookery the manner of 
ſleeping on board J am awaked in the night 
by a dreadful noiſe. 


Could not comprehend how it was poſſible for the 

attendants to come near thoſe who hung on the 
inſide towards the ſides of the ſhip, in order to aſſiſt 
them, as they ſeemed barricadoed by thoſe who lay 
on the outſide, and entirely out of the reach of all vi- 
ſitation—Much lefs could I conceive how my friend 
Thomſon would be able to adminiſter clyſters, that 
were ordered for ſome in that ſituation; when I ſaw 
him thruſt his wig in his pocket, and ſtrip himſelf 
to. his waiſtcoat in a moment, then creep on all four, 
under the hammocks of the ſick, and forcing up his 
bare pate between two, keep them aſunder with one 
ſhoulder, until he had done his duty. —Eager to learn 
the ſervice, I deſired he would give me leave to per- 
form the next operation of that kind; and he conſent- 
ing, I undreſſed myſelf after his example, and crawl- 
ing along, the ſhip happened to roll: this motion 
alarming me, I laid hold of the firſt thing that came 
within my graſp with ſuch violence, that I overturned 
it, and ſoon found by the ſmell that iſſued apon me, I 
had|not unlocked a box of the moſt delicious perfume ;, 
it was well for me that my noſe was none of the moſt 
delicate, elſe I know not how I might have _ — 
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fected by this vapour, which diffuſed itſelf all over 
the ſhip, to the utter diſcompoſure of every body who 
tarried on the ſame deck; — neither was the conſe- 
quence of this diſgrace confined to my ſenſe of ſmell- 
ing only; for I felt my misfortune more ways than 
one. That I might not, however, appear altogether 
diſconcerted in this my firſt eſſay, I got up, and 
puthing my head with great force between two ham- 
mocks, towards the middle, where the greateſt re- 
ſiſtance was, I made an opening indeed, but not 
underſtanding the knack of dexterouſly turning my 
ſhoulder to maintain my advantage, had the morti- 
fication to find myſelf ſtuck up as it were in a pillory, 
and the weight of three or four people bearing on 


each ſide of my neck; ſo that I was in danger of 


ſtrangulation. — While I remained in this defenceleſs 
poſture, one of the ſick men, rendered peeviſh by his 
diſtemper, was ſo enraged at the ſmell I had occa- 
ſioned, and the rude ſhock he had received from me 
in my elevation, that with many bitter reproaches, 
he ſeized me by the noſe, which he tweaked ſo un- 
mercifully that I roared with anguiſh. Thomſon 
perceiving my condition, ordered one of the waiters: 
to my aſſiſtance, who with much difficulty diſen- 
gaged me from this ſituation, and hindered me from 
taking vengeance on the ſick man, whoſe indiſpoſi- 
tion would not have ſcreened him from the effects of 
my indignation. 

After having made an end of our miniſtry for that 
time, we deſcended to the cockpit, my friend com- 
forting me for what had happened, with a homely 
proverb, which I do not chuſe to repeat. When we 
had deſcended half way down the ladder, Mr. Morgan, 
before he ſaw us, having intelligence by his noſe, of 
the approach of ſomething extraordinary, cried, ** Cot 
+ have mercy upon my ſenſes! I believe the enemy 
“ has poarded us in a ſtink-pot !*”” Then directing 
his diſcourſe to the ſteward, from whom he imagined 
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the odour proceeded, he reprimanded him ſeverely 
for the freedoms he took among gentlemen of birth, 
and threatened to ſmoak him like a padger with ſul- 
phur, if he ever ſhould preſume to offend his neigh- 
bours with ſuch ſmells, for the future : the ſteward, 
conſcious of his own innocence, replied with ſome 
warmth, © I know of no ſmells but thoſe of your 
© own making.” — This repartee introduced a ſmart 
dialogue, in which the Welchman undertook to prove 
that though the ſtench he complained of, did not flow 
from the ſteward's own body, he was nevertheleſs the 
author of it, by ſerving out damaged proviſions to the 
ſhip's company ; and in particular, putrified cheeſe, 
from the uſe of which only, he affirmed, ſuch unfa- 
voury ſteams could ariſe. Then he launched out into 
the praiſe of good cheeſe, of which he gave the ana- 
lyſis ; explained the different kinds of that commo- 
dity, with the methods practiſed to make and pre- 
ſerve it; and concluded with obſerving, that in yield- 
ing good cheeſe, the county of Glamorgan might vie 
with Cheſhire itſelf, and was much ſuperior to it in 
the produce of goats and -putter.—I gathered from 
this converſation, that if I entered in my preſent 


. pickle, I ſhould be no welcome gueſt, and therefore 


deſired Mr. Thomſon to go before, and repreſent 
my calamity; at which the firſt mate expreſſing ſome 
concern, went upon deck immediately, taking his 
way through the cable tire, and by the main hatch- 
way, to avoid encountering me; deſiring me to clean 
myſelf as ſoon as poſſible; for he intended to regale 
himſelf with a diſh of ſalmagundy and a pipe. —Ac- 
cordingly, I ſet about this diſagreeable buſineſs, and 
ſoon found I had more cauſes of complaint than I at 
firſt imagined ; for I perceived ſome gueſts had ho- 
noured me with their company, whoſe viſit I did not 
at all think ſeaſonable; neither did they ſeem inclined 
to leave me in a hurry, for, they were in poſſeſſion of 
my chief quarters, where they fed without reſerve at 
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the expence of my blood. But conſidering it would 
be much eaſier to extirpate this ferocious colony in 
the infancy of their ſettlement, than after they ſhould 
be multiplied and naturalized to the ſoil, I took the 
advice of my friend, who, to prevent ſuch misfor- 
tunes, went always cloſe ſhaved, and made the boy 
of our meſs cut off my hair, which had been grow- 
ing ſince I left the ſervice of Lavement; and the ſe- 
cond mate lent me an old bob wig to ſupply the loſs 
of that covering. This affair being ended, and every 
thing adjuſted in the beſt manner my circumſtances 
would permit, the deſcendapt of Caractacus returned, 
and ordering the boy to bring a piece of ſalt beef 
from the brine, cut off a lice, and mixed it with 
an equal quantity of onions, which ſeaſoning with a 
moderate proportion of pepper and ſalt, he brought 
it into a conſiſtence with oil and vinegar.— Then 
taſting the diſh, aſſured us, it was the beſt ſalmagundy 
that ever he made, and recommended it to our pa- 
late with ſuch heartineſs, that I could not help doing 
honour to his preparation. But I had no ſooner 
ſwallowed a mouthful, than I thought my entrails were 
ſcorched, and endeavoured with a deluge of ſmall beer 
to allay the heat it occaſioned — Supper being over, 
Mr. Morgan having ſmoaked a couple of pipes, and 
ſupplied the moiſture he had expended with as many 
cans of flip, of which we all partook, acertain yawn- 
ing began to admoniſh me, that it was high time to 
repair by ſleep the injury I had ſuffered from want of 
reſt the preceding night; which being perceived by 
my companions, whoſe time of repole was now ar- 
rived, they propoſed we ſhould turn in, or in other 
words, go to bed. Our hammocks, which hung 
parallel to one another, on the outſide of the birth, 
were immediately unlaſhed, and I beheld my meſs- 
mates ſpring with great agility into their reſpective 
neſts, where they ſeemed to lie concealed, very much 
at their eaſe.— But it was ſome tune before I could 
| pre- 
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' prevail upon myſelf to truſt my carcaſe at ſuch a diſ- 
tance from the ground, in a narrow bag, out of 
which I imagined, I ſhould be apt, on the leaſt mo- 
tion in my ſleep, to tumble down at the hazard of 
breaking my bones. I ſuffered myſelf, however, to 
be perſuaded, and taking a leap to get in, threw my- 
ſelf quite over, with ſuch violence, that had I not 
luckily got hold of Thomſon's hammock, I ſhould 
have pitched upon my head on the other ſide, and in 
all likelihood fractured my ſkull. —After ſome fruit- 
leſs efforts, I ſucceeded at laſt ; but the apprehenſion 
of the jeopardy in which I believed myſelf, with- 
ſtood all the attacks of ſleep, till towards the morn- 
ing-watch, when, in ſpite of my fears, I was over- 
powered with (lumber : though I did not long enjo 

this comfortable ſituation ; being arouſed with a noiſe 
ſo loud and ſhrill, that I thought the drums of my 
ears were burſt by it ; this was followed by a dread- 
ful ſummons pronounced by a hoarſe voice, which I 
could not underſtand. While I was debating with 
myſelf whether or not I ſhould wake my companion, 
and enquire into the occaſion of this diſturbance, I 
was informed by one of the quarter-maſters, who 
paſſed by me with a lanthorn in his hand, that the 
noiſe which alarmed me, was occaſioned by the boat- 
{wain's mates who called up the larboard watch, and 
that I muſt lay my account with ſuch interruption 
every morning at the ſame hour. —Being now more 
aſſured of my ſafety, I addreſſed myſelf again to reſt, 
and ſlept till eight o'clock, when riſing, and break- 
faſting with my comrades, on biſcuit and brandy, 
the ſick were viſited and aſſiſted as before; after 
which viſitation, my good friend Thomſon explained 
and performed another piece of duty, to which I was 
a ſtranger.— At a certain hour in the morning, the 
boy of the meſs went round all the decks, ringing a 
ſmall hand-bell, and in chimes compoſed for the oc- 


caſion, invited all thoſe who had ſores, to a” > 
ore 
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fore the maſt, where one of the doctor's mates at- 
tended, with applications to dreſs them. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


J acquire the friendſhip of the ſurge:n, who pro” 


cures a warrant fer me, and makes me a pre- 
ſent of cloaths———a battle between a midſbip- 
man and me—the ſurgeon leaves the ip 
the captain comes on board with another ſur- 


gern — 8 dialogue between the captain and 


Morgan the fick are ordered to be brought 
upon the quarler. deck and examined—— the 
conſequences of that order 2 madman ac- 
cuſes Morgan, and is ſet at liberty by command 
of the captain, whom he inſtantly attacks and 
pummels without mercy. 


HILE I was buſied with my friend in this 
practice, the doctor chanced to paſs by the 

place where we were, and ſtooping to vublerve me, 
appeared very well ſatisſied with my method of ap- 
plication ; and afterwards ſent for me to his cabbin, 
where, having examined me touching my ſkill in 
ſurgery, and the particulars of my fortune, he in- 
tereſted himſelf ſo far in my behalf, as to promiſe 
his aſſiſtance in procuring a warrant for me, ſecing 
I had already been found qualified at Surgeon's-Hall, 


for the ſtation I filled on board; and in this good of- 


fice he the more cordially engaged, when he under- 
ſtood I was nephew to lieutenant Bowling, for whom 
he expreſſed a particular regard In the mean time, 
I could learn from his diſcourſe, that he did not intend 
to go to ſea again with Captain Oakum, having, — 
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he thought, been indifferently uſed by him during 
the laſt voyage. | 

While I lived tolerably eaſy, in expectation of pre- 
ferment, I was not altogether without mortifications, 
which I not only ſuffered from the rude inſults of the 
ſailors, and petty officers, among whom I was known 
by the name of 1:b/o/loy Bay; but alſo from the diſ- 
poſition of Morgan, who, though friendly in the 
main, was often very troubleſome with his pride, 
which expected a good deal of ſubmiſhon from me, 
and delighted in recapitulating the favours I had re- 
ccived at his hands. 

About ſix weeks after my arrival on board, the 
{urgeon bidding me follow him into his cabbin, pre- 
ſented a warrant to me, by which I was appointed 
{urgeon's third made on board the Thunder. —T his 
he had procured by his intereſt at the Navy-Office ; 
as alſo another for himſelf, by virtue of which he 
was removed into a ſecond rate. I acknowledged his 
kindneſs in the ſtrongeſt terms my gratitude could 
ſuggeſt, and profeſſed my ſorrow at the proſpect of 
loling ſo valuable a friend, to whom I hoped to 
have recommended myſelf till further, by my re- 
ſpectful and diligent behaviour.—But his generoſity 
reſted not here; — for before he left the ſhip, he 
made me a preſent of a cheſt and ſome cloaths, that 
enabled me to ſupport the rank to which he had 
raiied me.—I found my ſpirit revive with my good 
fortune; and now I was an officer, reſolved to main- 
tain the dignity of my ſtation, againſt all oppoſition 
or affronts; nor was it long before I had occaſion to 
cxert my reſolution ; my old enemy the midſhipman 
(whoſe name was Cramplcy) entertaining an impla- 
cable animoſity againſt me, for the diſgrace he had 
ſuffered on my account, had ſince that time taken all 
opportunities of reviling and ridiculing me, when I 
was not intitled to retort this bad uſage. And even 
after I had been rated on the books, and muſtered as 

ſurgeon's 
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furgeon's mate, did not think fit to reſtrain his inſo- 
lence.—In particular, being one day preſent, while 
I dreſſed a wound in a failor's leg, he began to ſing 
a ſong, which I thought highly injurious to the ho- 
nour of my country, and therefore ſignified my re- 
ſentment, by obſerving, that the Scots always laid 
their account with finding enemies among the igno- 
rant, inſignificant and malicious. This unexpected 
piece of aſſurance enraged him to ſuch a degree, that 
he lent me a blow on the face, which I verily thought 
had demoliſhed my cheek-bone ; I was not flow in 
returning the obligation, and the affair began to be 
very ſerious, when by accident Mr. Morgan, and one 
of the maſter's mates, coming that way interpoſed, 
and inquiring into the cauſe, endeavoured to promote 
a reconciliation ; but finding us both exaſperated to 
the uttermoſt, and bent againſt accommodation, they 
adviſed us, either to leave our difference undecided 
till we ſhould have an opportunity of terminating it 
on ſhore, like gentlemen, er elſe chooſe a proper 
place on board, and bring it to an iſſue by boxing. 
This laſt expedient was greedily embraced by us both; 
and being forthwith conducted to the ground pro- 
poſed, we ſtript in a moment, and began a very furious 
conteſt, in which I ſoon found myſelf inferior to my 
antagoniſt, not ſo much in ſtrength and agility, as in 
(kill, which he had acquired in the ſchool of Hock- 
ley in the Hole and Tottenham-Court.—Many croſs- 
buttocks did I ſuſtain, and pegs on the ſtomach with- 
out number, till at laſt, my breath being quite gone, 
as well as my vigour waſted, I grew deſperate, and 
colleCting all my ſtrength in one effort, threw in at 
once head, hands, and feet with ſuch violence, that 


I drove my antagoniſt three paces backward into the 


main hatchway, down which he fell, and pitching 
upon his head and right ſhoulder, remained without 
ſenſe and motion. — Morgan looking down, and ſee- 
ing him lie in that condition, cried, © Upon my 
&« conſcience, 
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et conſcience, as I am a chriſtian ſinner (look you) 
« I believe his pattles are all ofer; but I take you 
ce all to witneſs that there was no treachery in the caſe, 
c and that he has ſuffered by the chance of war.” — 
So ſaying he defcended to the deck below, to ex- 
amine into the ſituation of my adverſary ; and left 
me very little pleaſed with my victory, as I found 
myſelf not only terribly bruiſed, but likewiſe in dan- 
ger of being called to account for the death of Cramp- 
ley : But this fear vaniſhed when my fellow-mate 
having by bleeding him in the jugular, brought him to 
himſelf, and enquired into the ſtate of his body, call- 
ed up to me to be under no concern, for the mid- 
ſhipman had received no other damage than as pretty 


a luxarion of the os humert, as one would deſire to ſee 


on a ſummer's day. Upon this information I crawl- 
ed down to the cockpit, and acquainted "Thomſon 
with the affair, who providing himſelf with ban- 
dages, &c. neceſſary for the occaſion, went up to 
aſſiſt Mr. Morgan in the reduction of the diſlocation. 
— When this was ſucceſsfully performed, they wiſhed 
me joy of the event of the combat : and the Welch- 
man, after obſerving, that in all likelihood, the an- 
cient Scots and Britons were the ſame people, bad me 
% Praiſe Got for putting mettle in my pelly, and 
6 ſtrength in my limbs to ſupport it.. I acquired 
ſuch reputation by this rencounter (which laſted twen- 
ty minutes) that every body became more cautious in 
behaviour towards me; though Crampley, with 
his arm in a ſling, talked very high, and threatened 
to ſeize the firſt opportunity of retrieving on ſhore, 
the honour he had loſt by an accident, from which I 
could juſtly claim no merit. 

About this time, captain Oakhum, having received 
ſailing orders, came on board, and brought along 
with him a ſurgeon of his own country, who ſoon 
made us ſenſible of the loſs we ſuffered in the depar- 
ture of doctor Atkins; for he was groſly ignorant, and 

intolerably 
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intolerably aſſuming, falſe, vindictive, and unfor- 
giving; a mercileſs tyrant to his inferiors, an abject 
ſycophant to thoſe above him. In the morning after 
the captain came on board, our firſt mate, according 
to cuſtom, went to wait on him with a ſick liſt, 
which when this grim commander had peruſed, he 
cried with a ſtern countenance, ** Blood and oons ! 
cc ſixty-one ſick people on board of my ſhip | Harkee 
« you, fir, I'll have no ſick in my ſhip, by G--d.” 
The Welchman replied, he ſhould he very glad to 
find no ſick people on board ; but while it was other- 
wiſe, he did no more than his duty in preſenting him 
with a liſt.—“ You and your liſt may be d-—n'd, 
& (faid the captain, throwing it at him) I ſay there 
<< ſhall be no fick in this ſhip while I have the com- 
„ mand of her.” — Mr. Morgan being nettled at this 
treatment, told him, his indignation ought to be di- 
reed to Got Almighty, who viſited his people with 
diſtempers, and not to him, who contributed all in 
his power towards their cure. The baſhaw not be- 
ing uſed to ſuch behaviour in any of his officers, was 
enraged to fury at this ſatyrical inſinuation, and ftamp- 
ing with his foot, called him infolent ſcoundrel, 
threatning to have him pinioned to the deck, if he 
ſhould preſume to utter another ſyllable. But the 
blood of Caractacus being — heated, diſ- 
dained to be reſtricted by ſuch a command, and 
began to manifeſt itſelf in, Captain Oagum, I am 
« a ſhentleman of birth and parentage (look you) and 
«< peradventure I am moreover — Here his ha- 
rangue was broke off by the captain's ſteward, who, 


being Morgan's countryman, hurried him out of the 


cabin before he had time to exaſperate his maſter to 
a greater degree : and this would certainly have been 
the caſe; for the indignant Welchman could hardly 


be hindred by his friend's arguments and intreaties, 


from re- entering the preſence- chamber, and defying 


Captain Oakhum to his teeth.— He was, however, ap- 


peaſed 
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peaſed at length, and came down to the birth, where 
tinding Thomſon and me at work preparing medi- 
cines, he bad us leave off our lapour and go to play, 
for the captain, by his fole word and power and 
command, had driven ſickneſs a pegging to the tevil, 
and there was no more malady on board. So ſaying, 
he drank off a gill of brandy, ſighed grievoully three 
times, poured forth an ejaculation of * Got pleſs my 
« heart, liver and lungs !” and then began to ſing a 
Welch ſong with great earneſtneſs of viſage, voice 
and geſture. — I could not conceive the meaning of 
this ſingular phznomenon, and ſaw by the looks of 
Thomſon, who at the ſame time ſhook his head, 
that he ſuſpected poor Cadwallader's brains were un- 
ſettled. He perceiving our amazement, told us, he 
would explain the myſtery ; but at the ſame time, 
bad us take notice, that he had lived poy, patchelor, 
married man and widower, almoſt forty years, and 
in all that time, there was no man nor mother's ſon 
in the whole world, who durſt uſe him ſo ill as Cap- 
tain Oakhum had done. Then he acquainted us with 
the dialogue that paſſed between them, as I have 
already related it; and had no ſooner finiſhed this 
narration, than he received a meſſage from the ſur- 
geon, to bring the ſick-liſt to the quarter-deck, for 
the captain had ordered all the patients thither to be 
reviewed, This inhuman order ſhocked us ex- 
tremely, as we knew it would be impoſlible to carry 
ſome of them on the deck, without imminent danger 
of their lives ; but as we likewiſe knew it would be 
to no purpoſe for us to remonſtrate againſt it, we 
repaired to the quarter-deck in a body, to ſee this ex- 
traordinary muſter ! Morgan obſerving by the way, 
that the captain was going to fend to the other world, 
a great many evidences to teſtify againſt himſelf. 
When we appeared upon deck, the captain bad the 
doctor, who ſtood bowing at his right hand, look at 
theſe lazy lubberly ſons of bitches, who were wu 
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for nothing on board but to eat the king's proviſion, 
and encourage idleneſs in the ſkulkers, —The ſurgeon 
grinned approbation, and taking the liſt, began to 
examine the complaints of each as they could crawl 
to the place appointed. The firſt who came under 
his cognizance was a poor fellow juſt freed of a fe- 
ver, which had weakned him ſo much, that he could 4 
hardly ſtand. —Mr. Macſhane (for that was the doc- | 
tor's name) having felt his pulſe, proteſted he was as 
well as any man in the world ; and the captain deli- 
vered him over to the boatſwain's mate, with orders 

that he ſhould receive a round dozen at the gang-way # 
immediately, for counterfeiting himſelf ſick : but be- 
fore the diſcipline could be executed, the man dropt 
down on the deck, and had well nigh periſhed under 
the hands of the executioner.— The next patient to 
be conſidered, laboured under a quartan ague, and 
being then in his interval of health, diſcovered no 
other ſymptoms of diſtemper, than a pale meagre 
countenance, and emaciated body ; upon which he 
was declared fit for duty, and turned over to the 
boatſwain; but being reſolved to diſgrace the doc- 
tor, died upon the forecaſtle next day, during his 
cold fit. I he third complained of a pleuretic ſtitch, 
and ſpitting of blood, for which doctor Macſhane 
preſcribed exerciſe at the pump, to promote ex- 
pectoration; but whether this was improper for one 
in his ſituation, or that it was uſed to exceſs, I know 
not, but in leſs than half an hour he was ſuffocated 
with a deluge of blood that iſſued from his lungs.— 
A fourth, with much difficulty, climbed to the quar- 
ter deck, being loaded with a monſtrous aſcites or 
dropſy, that invaded his cheſt ſo much, he could 
ſcarce fetch his breath ; but his diſeaſe being inter- 
preted into fat, occaſioned by idleneſs and exceſs of 
eating, he was ordered, with a view to promote per- 
ſpiration and enlarge his cheſt, to go aloft imme- 


diately: It was in vain for this unwieldy wretch, to 
I alledge 
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alledge his utter incapacity, the boatſwain's driver 
was commanded to whip him up with a cat and nine 
tails: the ſmart of this application made him exert 
himſelf ſo much, that he actually arrived at the put- 
toc ſhrouds ; but when the enormous weight of his 
body had nothing elſe to ſupport it than his weakened 
arms, either out of ſpite or neceſlity he quitted his 
hold, and plumped into the ſea, where he muſt have 
been drowned, had not a ſailor, who was in a boat 
along-ſide, ſaved his life, by keeping him affoat, till 
he was hoiſted on board by a tackle.—It would be 
tedious and diſagreeable to deſcribe the fate of every 
miſerable object that ſuffered by the inhumanity and 
ignorance of the captain and ſurgeon, who ſo wan- 
tonly ſacrificed the lives of their fellow creatures, 
Many were brought up in the height of fevers, and 
rendered delirious by the injuries they ſuffered in the 
way.——Some gave up the ghoſt in the preſence of 
their inſpectors; and others, who were ordered to 
their duty, languiſhed a few days at work, among 
their fellows, and then departed without any cere- 
mony.—On the whole, the number of ſick was re- 
duced to leſs than a dozen; and the authors of this 
reduction were applauding themſelves for the ſervices 
they had done to their king and country, when the 
boatſwain's mate informed his honour, that there was 
a man below laſhed to his hammock by the direction 
of the doctor's mate, and that he begged hard to be 
releaſed ; affirmjng, he had been ſo maltreated only 
for a grudge Mr. Morgan bore him, and that he was 
as much in his ſenſes as any man aboard, The 
captain hearing this, darted a ſevere look at the 
Welchman, and ordered the man to be brought up 
immediately : upon which, Morgan proteſted with 
great fervency, that the perſon in queſtion was as 
mad as a March-hare; and begged for the love of 
Got, they would at leaſt keep his arms pinioned 
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during his examination, to prevent him from doing 
miſchief. —This requeſt the commander granted tor 
his own ſake, and the patient was produced, who in- 
ſiſted on his being in his right wits with ſuch calm. 
neſs and ſtrength of argument, that every body pre- 
ſent was inclined to believe him, except Morgan, 
who affirmed there was no truſting to, appearances; 


for he himſelf had been ſo much impoſed upon by his 


behaviour two days before, that he had actually un- 
bound him with his own hands, and had well nigh 
been murdered for his pains : this was confirined by the 
evidence of one of the waiters, who declared, he had 
pulled this patient from the doctor's mate, whom he 
had gotten down and almoſt ſtrangled. —To this the 
man anſwered, that the witneſs was a creature of Mor- 
gan's, and was ſuborned to give his teſtimony againſt 
him by the malice of the mate, whom the defendant 
had affronted, by diſcovering to the people on board 
that Mr. Morgan's wife kept a gin-ſhop in Rag-Fair. 
— This anecdote produced a laugh at the expence of 


the Welchman, who, ſhaking his head with ſome e- 
motion, ſaid, ** Ay, ay, 'tis no matter.—Got knows, 


tc itis an arrant falſhood.” Captain Oakhum, with- 
out any further heſitation, ordered the fellow to be 
unfettered; at the ſame time, threatning to make 
Morgan exchange ſituations with him for his ſpite; 
but the Briton no ſooner heard the deciſion in favour 
of the madman, than he got up the mizen-ſhrouds, 
crying to Thomſon and me to get out of his reach, 
for we ſhould ſee him play the devil with a vengeance. 
We did not think fit to diſregard his caution, and 
accordingly got up on the poop, whence we beheld 
the maniac (as ſoon as he was releaſed) fly at the 
captain like a fury, crying, *T'Il let you know, you 
4e ſcoundrel, that I am commander of this veſſel— 
and pummel him without mercy. The ſurgeon, who 


went to the aſliſtance of his patron, ſhared the _ 
ate ; 
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fate; and it was with the utmoſt difficulty, that he 


was maſtered at laſt, after having done great execu- 
tion among thoſe who oppoſed him. 


So eee 


HAP. 


The captain, enraged, threatens to put the madinan 
to death with his wn hand is di verted 
rom that reſolution by the arguments and per- 
ſugſion of the firſt lieutenant and ſurgeon 
we ſet ſail for St. Helens, join the fleet under 
the command of Sir C H—=O0 — ., 
and proceed for the Weſt- Indies are cver- 
taken by a terrible tempeſt my friend Jack 
Nattlin has his leg broke by a fall from the 
main-yard=——the behaviour of doctor Mack- 
ſhane Face oppoſes the amputation of his 
limb, in which he is ſeconded by Morgan and 
me, who undertake the cure, and perform it 


ſucceſsfully. 


HE captain was carried into his cabbin, ſo en- 

raged with the treatment he had received, that 

he ordered the fellow to be brought before him, that 
he might have the pleaſure of piſtoling him with his 
own hand ; and would certainly have tatisfied his re- 
venge in this manner, had not the firſt lieutenant re- 
monſtrated againſt it, by obſerving that, in all ap- 
pearance, the fellov was not mad, but deſperate ; that 
he had been hired by ſome enemy of the captain to 
aſſaſſinate him, and therefore ought to be kept in 
irons till he could be brought to a court martial, 
which, no doubt, would ſift the affair to the bottom 
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(by which means important diſcoveries might be 
made) and then ſentence the criminal to a death ade- 
quate to his demerits. This ſuggeſtion, improbable 
as it was, had the deſired effect upon the captain, 
being exactly calculated for the meridian of his intel- 
lets ; more eſpecially, as doctor Mackſhane eſpouſed 
this opinion, in conſequence of his previous decla- 
ration that the man was not mad.—Morgan finding 
there was no more damage done, could not help diſ- 
covering by his countenance, the pleaſure he enjoyed 
on this occaſion; and while he bathed the doctor's 
face with an embrocation, ,ventured to aſk him, 
M hether he thought there were more fools or mad- 
men on board? but he would have been wiſer in con- 
taining this ſally, which his patient carefully laid up 
in his memory, to be taken notice of at a more fit 


ſeaſon —Mean while we weighed anchor, and on 


our way to the Downs, the madman, who was treat- 
ed as a priſoner, took an opportunity, while the cen- 
tinel attended him at the head, to leap over-board, 
and fruſtrate the revenge of the captain. We ſtaid 
not long at the Downs, but took the benefit of the 
firſt eaſterly wind to go round to Spithead, where 
having received on board proviſions for ſix months, 
we failed from St. Helens, in the grand fleet bound 
for the Weſt-Indies, on the ever-memorable expedi- 
tion of Carthagena. 

It was not without great mortification I ſaw myſelf 
on the point of being tranſported to ſuch a diſtant and 
unhealthy climate, deſtitute of every convenience that 
could render ſuch a voyage ſupportable; and under 
the dominion of an arbitrary tyrant, whoſe command 
was almoſt intolerable : however, as theſe complaints 
were common to a great many on board, I reſolved 
to ſubmit patiently to my fate, ſand contrive to make 
myſelf as eaſy as the nature of the caſe would allow. 
We got ont of the channel with a proſperous 


breeze, which died away, leaving us becalmed _ 
| uty 
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fifty leagues to the weſtward of the Lizard : bat this 
ſtate of inaction did not laſt long; for, next night our 
main-top-ſail was ſplit by the wiad, which in the 
morning increaſed to a hurricane.—I was wakened 
by a molt horrible din, occaſioned by the play of the 
gun-carriages upon the decks above, the cracking ot 
cabbins, the howling of the wind through the ſhrouds, 
the confuſed noiſe of the ſhip's crew, the pipes of the 
boatſwain and his mates, the trumpets of the lieute- 
nants, and the clanking of the chain-pumps. 
Morgan, who had never been at ſea before, turned 
out in a great hurry, crying, “ Cot have mercy and 
« compaſſion upon us ! I believe we have got upon 
« the confines of Lucifer and the d- ned! —while 
poor Thomſon lay quaking in his hammock, putting 
up petitions to heaven for our ſafety. —l roſe and join- 
ed the Welchman, with whom (after having forti- 
ficd ourſelves with brandy) I went above; but if my 
ſenſe of hearing was ſtartled before, how muſt my 
ſight have been appalled in beholding the effects of 
the ſtorm ! The ſea was ſwelled into billows moun- 
tain-high, on the top of which our ſhip ſometimes 
hung as if it was about to be precipitated to the abyſs 
below ! Sometimes we ſunk between two waves that 
roſe on each ſide higher than our topmaſt head, and 
threatened by daſhing together, to overwhelm us in 
a moment ! Of all our fleet, conſiſting of a hundred 
and fifty ſail, ſcarce twelve appeared, and theſe driv- 
ing under their bare poles, at the mercy of the tem- 
peſt. At length the maſt of one of them gave way, 
and tumbled over-board with a hideous craſh ! Nor 
was the proſpect in our own ſhip much more agree- 
able; a number of officers and failors ran backward 
and forward with diſtraction in their looks, hollow- 


ing to one another, and undetermined what they 


ſhould attend to firſt. Some clung to the yards, en- 
deavouring to unbend the ſails that were ſplit into a 
thouſand pieces flapping in the wiad ; others tried to 

L 3 furl 


- 4 - 
2 — 
„ 


+ ec: So, 
— 4 4 


— 
1 


Iu Pee. 
* od Tz 


DN 


. 4 — 
P a . 1 133 : OY 
* 


—_— 
* = 
e 


— 8 
- 


= 


* 5 
TING 
r 


— FR 
” - 7 . "I 


I's 4 n 


1 5 
— — » ive 8 —2 
= ws = — - * _ 


— 
2 


is 7; Ln. 1 2 2 "n+; 34 >= . 
E T2703 Ot 
- . — pe ” —_— N 88 —_— mw + I 


= 


n 
FP 
2 2 * 
. A uw — —— . 


1 * N 
2 


_ 
FS a 
rr 
_ LS 5 


— 
2 


— 
— 
m_— 


CORES. _ 


nd 
— — 
— r * 
P 


. CY - 
— 


1 


— 
— 


nn 


— — 
2 


. — z K 2 


2 


— — 


—— — — 


+ 
— th. 


222 The ArDrvenTuREs of 


furl thoſe which were yet whole, while the maſts, at 
every pitch, bent and quivered like twigs, as if they 
would have ſhivered into innumerable ſplinters !— 
While I conſidered this ſcene with equal terror and 
aſtoniſhment, one of the main braces broke, by the 
ſhock whereof two ſailors were flung from the yard's 
arm into the ſea, where they periſhed, and poor Jack 


Rattlin thrown down upon the deck, at the expence 


of a broken leg. Morgan and I ran immediately to 
his aſſiſtance, and found a ſplinter of the ſhin-bone 
thruſt, by the violence of the fall, through the ſkin. 
As this was a caſe of too great conſequence to be 
treated without the authority of the doctor, I went 
down to his cabbin to inform him of the accident, as 
well as to bring up dreſſings, which we always kept 


ready prepared. I entered his apartment without any 


ceremony, and by the glimmering of a lamp, per- 
ceived him on his knees, before ſomething that very 
much reſembled a crucifix ; but this I will not infiſt 
upon, that I may not ſeem too much a ſlave to com- 
mon report, which indeed affilted my conjecture on 
this occaſion, by repreſenting Dr. Mackſhane as a 
member of the church of Rome.— Be this as it will, 
he got up in a ſort of confuſion, occaſioned (I ſuppoſe) 
by his being diſturbed in his devotion, and in a trice 
ſnatched the ſubject of my ſuſpicion from my fight. — 
After making an apology for my intruſion, I ac- 
quainted him with the ſituation of Rattlin, but conld 
by no means prevail upon him to viſit him on deck 
where he lay; he bade me deſire the boatſwain to 
order ſome of the men to carry him down to the 
cockpit, and in the mean time, ſaid he, I will direct 
Thomſon to get ready the dreſſings. When I ſigni- 
ficd to the boatſwain the doctor's deſire, he ſwore a 
terrible oath, that he could not ſpare one man from 
the deck, becauſe he expected the maſt would go by 
the board every minute. This piece of information 
did not at all contribute to my peace of mind; how- 

ever, 
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ever, as my friend Rattlin complained very much, 
with the aſſiſtance of Morgan, I ſupported him io the 
lower deck, whither Mr. Mackſhane, after much in- 
treaty, ventured to come, attended by Thomſon with 
a box full of dreſſings, and his own ſervant, who 
carried a whole ſet of capital inſtruments — He exa- 
mined the fracture and the wound, and, concinding 
from a livid colour extending itſelf upon the limb, 
that a mortification would enſue, reſolved to ampu- 
tate the leg immediately.— This was a dreadful ſen- 
tence to the patient, who recruiting himſelf with a 
quid of tobacco, pronounced with a woful counte- 
nance, * What! is there no remedy, doctor: 
& muſtI be dock'd ! can't you ſplice it ?  —*© Afſured- 
« ly, doctor Mackſhane (ſaid the firſt mate) with 
« ſubmiſſion, and deference, and veneration to your 
« ſuperior abilities, and opportunities, and ſtations 
« (look you) I do apprehend, and conjecture, and 
e aver, that there is no occaſion nor neceſſity to 
« {mite off this poor man's leg.” God Almighty 


„ blefs you, dear Welchman ! cried Rattlin, may you 


* have fair wind and weather whereſover you're 
“ bound, and come to an anchor in the road of 
heaven at laſt.” —Mackſhane, very much incenſed 
at his mate's differing in opinion from him ſo openly, 
anſwered, that he was not bound to give an account 
of his practice to him; and, in a peremptory tone, 
ordered him to apply the tourniquet At the {fight of 
which, Jack ſtarting up, cried, © Avaſt, avaſt! d- n 
* my heart, if you clap your nippers on me, till [ 
* know wherefore !—Mr. Random, won't you lend 
« a hand towards ſaving my precious limb? Odd's 
„heart, if lieutenant Bowling was here, he would 
* not ſuffer Jack Rattlin's leg to be chopped off like 
* 4 piece of old Junk.“ This pathetic addreſs to 
me, joined to my inclination to ſerve my honeſt 


friend, and the reaſons I had to believe there was no 
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danger in delaying the amputation, induced me to 
declare myſelf of the firſt mate's opinion, and affirm 
that the preternatural colour of the ſkin was owing 
to an inflammation occaſioned by a contuſion, and 
common in all ſuch caſes, without any indication of 
an approaching gan rene. Morgan, who had a great 
opinion of my {kill, manifeſtly exulted in my fellow- 
ſhip, and aſked Thomſon's ſentiments of the matter, 
in hopes of ſtrengthening our aſſociation with him 
too; but he being of a meek diſpoſition, and either 
dreading the enmity of the ſurgeon, or ſpeaking the 
dictates of his own judgment, in a modeſt manner, 
eſpouſed the opinion of Mackſhane, who by this 
time, having conſulted with himſelf, determined to 
act in ſuch a manner, as to ſcreen himſelf from cen- 
ſure ; and at the ſame time revenge himſelf on us, for 
our arrogance in contradicting him. With this view, 
he aſked if we would undertake to cure the leg at 
our peril; that is, be anſwerable for the conſequence. 
— To this queſtion Morgan replied, that the lives 
of kis creatures are in the hands of Got alone; and 
it would be great preſumption in him to undertake 
for an event that was in the power of his Maker, no 
more than the doctor could promiſe to cure all the 
fick to whom he adminiſtered his aſſiſtance ; but if 
the patient would put himſelf under our direction, 
we would do our endeavour to bring his diſtemper 
to a favourable iſſue to which, at preſent, we ſaw 
no obſtruction. | ſignified my concurrence ; and 
Rattlin was ſo overjoyed, that ſhaking us both by 
the hands, he ſwore no body elſe ſhould touch him; 
and if he died, his blood ſhould be upon his own 
head.—Mr. Mackſhane, flattering himſelf with the 
proſpect of our miſcarriage, went away, and left us 
to manage it as we ſhould think proper; accordingly, 
having — off part of the ſplinter that ſtuck thro' 
the ſkin, we reduced the fracture, dreſſed the wound, 


applied the eightecn-tailed bandage, and put the leg 
mn 
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in a box, ſecundem artem. Every thing ſucceeded 
according to our wiſh, and we had the ſatisfaction, 
of not only preſerving the poor fellow's leg, but like- 
wiſe of rendering the doctor contemptible among the 
ſhip's company, who had all their eyes on us during 
the courſe of this cure, which was compleated in ſix 


weeks, 
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Macſſbane s malice——1 am taken up and im- 
priſoned for a ſiy—— Morgan meets with the 
fame fate Thomſen is tampered with 10 
turn evidence againſt us diſdains the pro- 
poſal, and is malireated for his integrity 
Morgan is relenſed to affift the ſurgeon during 
an engagement with ſome French ſhips of war 

J remain feitered on the poop, expoſed to 
the enemy*s ſhit, and grow delirious with fear. 
am comforted after the battle by M:rgan, 
who ſpeaks freely of the captain; is over-beard 
by 1he centinel, who informs againſt bim, and 
again impriſoned—Thomſon grows deſperate, 
and notwithſtand.ng the remonſtrances of Mor- 
gan and me, goes overboard in the night. 


N the mean time, the ſtorm ſubſided into a briſk 
gale, that carried us into the warm latitudes, where 

the weather became intolerable, and the crew very 
ſickly. — The doctor left nothing unattempted towards: 
the completion of his vengeance againſt the Welch 
man and me, He went among the ſick under pre- 
tence of enquiring iato their grievances With a "_— 
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of picking up complaints to our prejudice ; but find- 
ing himſelf fruſtrated in that expectation by the good 
will we had procured from the patients by our dili- 
gence and humanity, he took the reſolution of liſten- 
ing to our converſation, by hiding himſelt behind the 
canvas that ſurrounded our birth; here too he was 
detected by the boy of our meſs, who acquainted us 
with this piece of behaviour, and one night, while 
we were picking a large bone of ſalt-beef, Morgan 
diſcerned ſomething ſtir on the outſide of our hang- 
ings, which immediately interpreting to be the doc- 
tor, he tipt me the wink, and pointed to the place, 
where I could perceive ſomebody ſtanding ; upon 
which, I ſnatched up the bone,: and levelled it with 
all my force at him, ſaying, © whoever you are, take 


* that for your curioſity,” It had the deſired effect, 


for we heard the liſtener tumble down, and afterwards 
crawl to his own cabbin.—I applauded myſelf much 
for this feat, which turned out one of the moſt unlucky 
exploits of my life, Mackſhane from that time mark- 
ing me out for deſtruction.— About a week after this 
exploit, as I was going my rounds among the ſick, I 
was taken priſoner, and carried to the poop by the 
maſter at arms, where I was loaded with irons, and 
ſtapled to the deck, on pretence that I was a ſpy on 
board, and had conſpired againſt the captain's life, — 
How ridiculous ſoever this imputation was, I did not 
fail to ſuffer by it all the rigour that could be ſhewn to 
the worſt of criminals, being expoſed in this miſerable 
condition to the ſcorching heat of the ſun by day, 
and the unwholſome damps by night, during the 
ſpace of twelve days, in which I was neither brought 
to trial, nor examined touching the probability of 


my charge.— I had no ſooner recovered the uſe of my 


refleftion, which had been quite overthrown by this 
accident, then I ſent for Thomſon, who, after con- 
doling me on the occaſion, hinted, that I owed this 
misfortune to the hatred of the doctor, who had 


given 
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given an information againſt me to the captain, in 
conſequence of which I was arreſted, and all my pa- 
pers ſeized. —While I was curſing my capricious 
fate, I ſaw Morgan aſcend the poop, guarded by two 


corporals, who made him fit down by me, that he 


might be pinioned in the ſame machine. — Notwith- 
ſtanding my ſituation, I could ſcarce refrain from 
laughing at the countenance of my fellow-priſoner, 
who, without ſpeaking one word, allowed his feet to 
be incloſed in the rings provided for that purpoſe; 
but when they pretended to faſten him on his back, 
he grew outragious, and, drawing a large cuteau 
from his fide-pocket, threatned to rip up the belly of 
the firſt man that ſhould approach him, in order to 
treat him in ſuch an unworthy manner. — They were 
preparing to uſe him very roughly, when the lieute- 
nant on the quarter-deck called out to them to let him 
remain as he was.—He then crept towards me, and 
taking me by the hand, bad me “ put my truſt in 
« Got.” —And looking at Thompſon, who fat by us 
trembling, with a pale viſage, told him, there were 
two more rings for his feet, and he ſhould be glad to 
find him in ſuch good company But it was not 
the intention of our adverſary to include the ſecond 
mate in our fate : him he accepted to be his drudge 
in attending the ſick, and, if poſſible, his evidence 
againſt us: With this view he ſounded him afar off, 
but finding his integrity iacorruptible, harraſſed him 
ſo much out of ſpite, that in a ſhort time this mild 
creature grew weary of his life. 

While I and my fellow-priſoner comforted each 
other in our tribulation, the admiral diſcovered four 
fail to leeward, and made ſignal for our ſhip and four 
more to chace : Hereupon every thing was cleared 
for an engagement, and Mackſhane, foreſeeing he 
ſhould have occaſion for more aſſiſtants than one, 
obtained Morgan's liberty; while I was left in this 
deplorable poſture to the chance of battle, It was 

L 6 almoſt 
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almoſt dark when we came up with the ſternmoſt 
chace, which we hailed, and enquired who they 
were; they gave us to underſtand they were French 
men of war, upon which captain Oakhum com- 
manded them to ſend their boat on board of him ; 
but they refuſed, telling him, if he had any buſineſs 
with them, to come on board of their ſhip : He then 
threatened to pour in a broad - ſide upon them, which 
they promiſed to return. — Both ſides were as good 
as their word, and the engagement began with great 
fury. The reader may gueſs how I paſſed my time, 
lying in this helpleſs ſituation, amidſt the terrors of a 
ſea- fight; expecting every moment to be cut aſunder 
or daſhed in pieces by the enemy s ſhot ! I endeavour- 
ed to compoſe myſelf as much as poſlible, by reflect- 
ing that I was not a whit more expoled than thoſe 
who were {ſtationed about me; but when ] beheld 
them employed without intermiſſion in annoying the 
foe, and encouraged by the ſociety and behaviour of 
one another, I could eaſily perceive a wide difference 
between their condition and mine : However, I con- 
cealed my agitation as well as I could, till the head 
of the officer of marines, who ſtood near me, being 
ſhot off, bounced from the deck athwart my face, 
leaving me well nigh blinded with brains.—I could 
contain myſelf no longer, but began to bellow with 
all the ſtrength of my lungs: when a drummer com- 
ing towards me, aſked if I was wounded, and before 
I could anſwer, received a great ſhot in his belly 
which tore out his intrails, and he fell flat on my 
breaſt—This accident entirely bereft me of all dif- 
cretion : I redoubled my cries, which were drowned 
in the noiſe of the battle; and finding myſelf diſre- 
garded, loſt all patience, and became frantic: [ 
vented my rage in oaths and execrations, till my ſpi- 
rits being quite exhauſted, I remained quiet and in- 
ſenſible of the load that oppreſſed me.—The engage- 
ment laſted till broad day, when captain Oakhum, tind- 
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ing he was like to gain neither honour nor advantage 
by the affair, pretended to be undeceived by ſeeing 
their colours; and hailing the ſhip with whom he had 
fought all night, proteſted he believed them Spaniards, 
and the guns being ſilenced on each fide, ordered the 
barge to be hoiſted out, and went on board of the 
French commodore. — Our loſs amounted to ten 
killed, and eighteen wounded, moſt part of whom 
afterwards died. My fellow-mates had no ſooner 
diſpatched their buſineſs in the cock-pit, than full 
of friendly concern they came to viſit me. Mor- 
gan aſcending ficſt, and ſeeing my face almoſt cover- 
ed with brains and blood, concluded I was no longer 
a man for this world ; and calling to Thomſon with 
great emotion, bad him come up, and take his laſt 
farewell of his comrade and countryman, who was 
poſting to a petter place, where there were no Mack- 
ſhanes nor Oakhums to aſperſe and torment him. — 
% No, (ſaid he, taking me by the hand) you ate go- 
<« ing to a country where there is more reſpect ſhewn 
ce to unfortunate ſhentlemen, and where you will 
e have the ſatisfaction of peholding your adverſaries 
e tolling upon pillows of purning primſtone.” — 
Thomſon, alarmed at this apoſtrophe, made haſte to 
the place where I lay, and fitting down by me, with 
tears in his eyes, enquired into the nature of my ca- 
lamity.—By this time I had recollected myſelf ſo far 
as to be able to converſe rationally with my friends, 
whom, to their great ſatisfaction, I immediately un- 
deceived with regard to their apprehenſion of my 
being mortally wounded.—After I had got myſelf 
diſengaged from the carnage in which I wallowed, 
and. partaken of a refreſhment which my friends 
brought along with them, we entered into. diſcourſe 
upon the hardſhips we ſuſtained, and fpoke very 
freely of the authors of our miſery : but our di!- 
courſe being overheard by the centine] who guarded 


me, he was no ſooner relieved, than he reported to. 
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the captain every ſyllable of our converſation, ac- 


cording to the orders he had received: the effect of this 
information ſoon appeared in the arrival of the maſter 
at arms, who replaced Morgan in his former ſtation; 
and gave the ſecond mate a caution to keep a ſtrict 


guard over his tongue, if he did not chooſe to ac- 


company us in our confinement.— Thomſon fore- 
ſeeing that the whole ſlavery of attending the ſick 
and wounded, as well as the cruelty of Mackſhane, 
muſt now fall upon his ſhoulders, grew deſperate at 
the proſpect, and, though 1 never heard him ſwear 
before, imprecated dreadful curſes on the heads of 
his oppreſlors, declaring that he would rather quit 
life altogether, than be much longer under the power 
of ſuch barbarians.—I was not a little ſtartled at 
his vivacity, and endeavoured to alleviate his com- 
Plaints, by repreſenting the ſubje& of my own, with 
as much aggravation as it would bear, by which 


compariſon he might ſee the balance of misfortune 


lay on my fide, and take an example from me of 
fortitude and ſubmiſſion, till ſuch time as we could 
procure redreſs, which (I hoped) was not far off, 
conſidering, that we ſhould probably be in a har- 
bour in leſs than three days, where we ſhould have an 
opportunity of preferring our complaints to the ad- 
miral,—The Welchman joined in my remonſtrances, 


and was at great pains to demonſtrate, that it was 


every man's duty as well as intereſt to reſign himſelf to 
the divine will, and look upon himſelf as a centinel 
upon duty, who is by no means at liberty to leave 
his poſt before he is relieved. —Thomſon liſtened 
attentively to what we ſaid, and at laſt, ſhedding a 
flood of tears, ſhook his head, and left us without 
making any reply. —About eleven at night he came 
to ſee us again, with a ſettled gloom on his counte- 


nance, and gave us to underſtand, that he had under- 


gone exceſſive toil ſince he faw us, and, in recom- 


penſe, had been groſly abuſed by the doctor, who 


taxed 
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taxed him with being confederate with us, in a de- 
ſign of taking away his life and that of the captain, 
After ſome time ſpent in mutual exhortation, he got 
up, and ſqueezing me by the hand with an uncom- 
mon fervour, cried, God bleſs you both;“ and 
left us to wonder at his ſingular manner of parting 
with us, which did not fail to make an impreſſion on 


us both, 
Next morning when the hour of viſitation came 


round, this unhappy young man was miſting, and, 
after ſtri& ſearch, ſuppoſed to have gone over-board 
in the night ; and this was certainly the caſe, 
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We lament the fate of our companion — the cap- 
tain offers Morgan his liberiy, which be refu- 
ſes to accept We are brought before 
him aud examined Morgan 1s ſent back 
into cuſtody, whither alſo I am remanaed, after 
a curious trial, 


* HE news of this event affected my fellow- pri- 


ſoner and me extremely, as our unfortunate 


companion had juſtly acquired, by his amiable diſpo- 
{ition, the love and eſteem of us both; and the more 
we regretted his untimely fate, the greater hor- 
ror we conceived for the villain who was undoubtedly 
the occaſion of it. This abandoned miſcreant did 
not diſcover the leaſt ſymptom of concern for Thom- 
ſon's death, although he muſt have been conſcious 
to himſelf, of having driven him by ill uſage to that fa- 
tal reſolution ; but deſired the captain to ſet Morgan at 
liberty again to look after the patients, Accordingly, 
one of the corporals was ſent up to unfetter him; and 
he proteſted he would not be releaſed until he ſhould 
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know for what he was confined; nor would he be a ten- 
nis-ball, nor a ſhuttle-cock, nora trudge, nor a ſcullion 
to any captain under the ſun.—Oakhum finding him 
obſtinate, and fearing it would not be in his power to 
exerciſe his tyranny much longer with impunity, was 


willing to ſhew ſome appearance of juſtice, and 


therefore ordered us both to be brought before him 


on the quarter-deck, where he ſat in ſtate, with | 
his clerk on one ſide, and his counſellor Mackſhane |: 
on the other. When we approached, he honoured us | 


with this ſalutation: “ So, gentlemen, damn my 
4 blood ! many a captain in the navy would have 
& ordered you both to be tuck'd up to the yard's arm, 
& without either judge or jury, for the crimes you 
have been guilty of; but damn my blood, I have 
& too much good nature, in allowing ſuch dogs as 
« you to make your defence.“ Captain Oakhum, 
« (ſaid my fellow-ſ{ufferer) certainly it is in your 
% power (Got help the while) to tuck us all up at 
« your will and deſire, and pleaſures.—And per- 
« haps it would be petter for ſome of us to be tucked 
« up, than undergo the miſeries to which we have 
« been expoſed. —So may the farmer hang his 
&« kids for his diverſion, and amuſement, and mirth; 
c but there is ſuch a thing as juſtice, if not upon 
« earth, ſurely in heaven, that will puniſh with fire 
c and primſtone all thoſe that take away the lives of 
c innocent people out of wantonneſs and parparity 
& (look you)— In the mean time, I ſhall be glad to 
« know the crimes laid to my charge, and ſee the 
« perſon who accuſes me.”—** That you ſhall 
« ({ajd the captain) here, doctor, what have you to 
« ſay ?“ —Mackſhane ſtepping forward, hemmed 
a good while, in order to clear his throat, and be- 
fore he began, Morgan accoſted him thus: * Doc- 
« tor Mackſhane, look in my face look in the 
face of an honeſt man, who abhors a falſe witneſs as 
be abhors the tevil, and Got be judge between yo! 
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and me.” -The doctor not minding this conjura- 
tion, made the following ſpeech, as near as I can re- 
member :—*<* I'll tell you what, Mr. Morgan, to be 
« ſure what you fay is juſt, in regard to an honeſt 
«© man, and if ſo be it appears as how you are an 
*+ honeſt man, then it is my opinion, that you de- 
« ſerve to be acquitted, in relation to that there at- 
„fair; for I tell you what, captain Oakhum is re- 
&« ſolved for to do every body juſtice. —As for my 
* own part, all that I have to alledge is, that I have 
* been informed, you have ſpoken diſreſpectful 
*« words againſt your captain, who to be ſure is 
the moſt honourable and generous commander in 
« the king's ſervice, without aſparagement or accep- 
“tation of man, woman, or child.” — Having utter- 
ed this elegant harrangue, on which he ſeemed to 
plume himſelf, Morgan replied, © I do partly gueſs 
„ and conceive, and underſtand your meaning, 
& which I wiſh could be more explicite : But how- 
« ever, I do ſuppoſe. Iam not to be condemned up- 
te on bare hear- ſay; or if I am convicted of ſpeaking 
e diſreſpectfully of captain Oakhum, I hope there is 
* no treaſon in my words.” —* But there's mutiny, 
© by God, and that's death by the articles of war 
* (cried Oakhum) In the mean time, let the 
© witneſſes be called. Hereupon Mackſhane's 
ſervant appeared, and the boy of our meſs, whom 
they had ſeduced and tutored for the purpoſe. —T he 
firſt declared, that Morgan, as he deſcended the 
cockpit ladder one day, curſed the captain and called 
him a ſavage beaſt, ſaying, he ought to be hunted 
down as an enemy to mankind. —* This (ſaid the 
„ clerk) is a ſtrong preſumption of a deſign formed 
«© againſt the captain's life. For why? It preſuppo- 
* ſes malice afore-thought, and a criminal intention 
* priori.“ Right (ſaid the captain to this miſer- 
able grub, who had been an attorney's boy) you 


e ſhall havelaw enough; here's Cook and Littlejohn 
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« for it.” 


captain had no more bowels than a bear, and the ſur- 
geon had no more brains than an aſs.—Then the cen- 
tinel who heard our diſcourſe on the poop was examin- 
ed, and informed the court that the Welchman aſſured 
me, captain Oakhum and doctor Mackſhane would 
toſs upon billows of burning brimſtone in hell for 
their barbarity,—The clerk obſerved, that there was 
an evident prejudication, which confirmed the former 
ſuſpicion of a conſpiracy againſt the life of captain 
Oakhum; for, becauſe, how could Morgan ſo po- 
ſitirely pronounce that the captain and ſurgeon would 
be damned, unleſs he had intention to make away 
with them before they could have time to repent ? 
This ſage explanation had great weight with our 
noble commander, who exclaimed, *+ What have 
you to ſay to this, Taffy ? you ſeem to be taken 
& all a-back, brother, hah !” Morgan was too 
much of a gentleman to diſown the text, although he 
abſolutely denied the truth of the comment : Upon 
which the captain, ſtrutting up to him, with a fero- 
cious countenance, ſaid, * So, Mr. ſon of a bitch, 
you confeſs you honoured me with the names of 
„ bear and beaſt, and pronounced my damnation ! 
“ Damn my heart! I have a good mind to have 
«« you brought to a court-martial and hanged, you 
* dog.” — Here Mackſhane, having occaſion for an 
aſſiſtant, interpoſed, and begged the captain to par- 
don Mr. Morgan, with his wonted goodneſs, upon 
condition that he the delinquent ſhould make ſuch 
ſubmiſſion as the nature of his miſdemeanour demand - 
ed. Upon which the Cambro-Briton, who on this 
occafion would have made” no ſubmiſſion to the 
Great Mogul, ſurrounded with all his guards, thanked 
the doctor for his mediation, and acknowledged him- 
ſelf in the wrong for calling the image of Got a peaſt, 
* but (faid he) I ſpoke by metaphor, and parable, 

| « and 


This evidence was confirmed by the boy, 
| who affirmed, he heard the firſt-mate ſay, that the 
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« and compariſon, and types; as we ſignify meek- 
« neſs by a lamb, letchery by a goat, and craftineſs 
« by a fox; ſo we liken ignorance to an aſs, and bru- 
« tality to a bear, and fury to a tyger; therefore I 
« made uſe of theſe ſimilies to expreſs my ſentiments 
« (look you ;) and what J ſaid, before Got, I will not 
ce unſay before man or peaſt neither.” ——Oakhum 
was ſo provoked at this inſolence (as he termed it) 
that he ordered him forthwith to be carricd to the 
place of his confinement, and his clerk to proceed 
on the examination of me—The firſt queſtion put to 
me, was touching the place of my nativity, which I 
declared to be the north of Scotland.“ The north 
e of Ireland more like (cried the captain ;) but we 
* ſhall bring you up preſently.” He then aſked 
what religion I profeſſed ; and when I anſwered, 
« The Proteſtant,” {wore I was as arrant a Roman 
as ever went to maſs, —** Come, come, clerk (con- 
e tinned he) catechize him a little on this ſubject.” — 
But before I relate the particulars of the clerk's en- 
quiries, it will not be amiſs to inform the reader that 
our commander himſelf was an Hibernian, and, if 
not ſhrewdly belied, a Roman Catholic to boot. — 
* You ſay you are a Proteſtant (ſaid the clerk :) 
© make the ſign of the croſs with your fingers, ſo, 
« and {wear upon it to that affirmation.” —When 
I was about to perform this ceremony, the cap- 
tain cried with ſome emotion, ** No, no, damme | 
I'll have no profanation neither.—-But go on 
* with your interrogations ”—+<* Well then (pro- 
«* ceeded my examiner) how many ſacraments are 
te there?” To which I replied, © T'wo.”—— 
What are they?“ (faid he.) I anſwered, © Bap- 


„ tiſm and the Lord's ſupper.” ——* And fo you 


* would explode confirmation and marriage altoge- 
* ther? (ſaid Oakhum.) I thought this fellow was 
a rank Roman.” — The clerk, though he was bred 


under an attorney, could not refrain from bluſhing ar 
this 


236 The ADrvenTUREs of 


this blunder, which he endeavoured to conceal, by 


obſerving, . that theſe decoys would not do with me, 
who ſeemed to be an old offender. He went on 
with aſking, if I believed in tranſubſtantiation ; but! 
treated the notion of a real preſence with ſuch diſre- 
ſpect, that his patron was ſcandalized at my impiety, 


and commanded him to proceed to the plot. —Where- Þ* 
upon this miſerable pettifogger told me, there was 


great reaſon to ſuſpect me of being a ſpy on board; 
and that I had entered into a conſpiracy with Thom- 
ſon, and others not yet detected, againſt the life of 
captain Oakhum.—W hich accuſation they pretended 
to ſupport by the evidence of our boy, who declared 
he had often heard the deceaſed I homſon and me 
whiſpering together, and could diſtinguiſh the words, 
“ Ozkhum, raſcal, poiſon, piſtol.” By which expreſ- 
ſions it appeared, we did intend to uſe ſiniſter means 
to accompliſh his deſtruction. That the death of 
Thomſon ſeemed to confirm this conjecture, who, 
either feeling the ſtings of remorſe, for being engaged 
in ſuch a horrid confederacy, or fearing a diſcovery, by 
which he muſt have infallibly ſuffered an ignominious 
death, had put a fatal period to his own exiſtence. — 
But what eſtabliſhed the truth of the whole, was a 
book in cypher found among my papers, which ex- 
actly tallied with one found in his cheſt after his diſ- 
appearance : This, he obſerved, was a preſumption 
very near proof poſitive, and would determine any 
jury in chriſtendom to find me guilty.— in my own 
defence I alledged that I had been dragged on board 
at firſt very much againſt my inclination, as I could 


prove by the evidence of ſome people now in the ſhip, 


conſequently could have no deſign of becoming ſpy 
at that time ; and ever ſince had been entirely out of 
the reach of any correſpondence that could jaſtly intail 
that ſuſpicion upon me !— As for conſpiring againſt 
my captain's life, it could not be ſuppoſed that any 
man in his right wits would harbour the leaſt thought 
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of ſuch an undertaking, which he could not poſſibly 
perform without certain infamy and ruin to himſelf, 
even if he had all the inclination in the world. 
That allowing the boy's evidence to be true (which 
I affirmed was falſe and malicious) nothing conclu- 
ſive could be gathered from a few incoherent words : 


Neither was the fate of Mr. Thomſon a circumſtance 


more favourable for the charge; for I had in my pocket 
a letter which too well explained that myſtery, in a 
very different manner from that which was ſuppoſed : 
With theſe words I produced the following letter, 
which Jack Rattlin brought to me the very day 
after Thomſon diſappeared ; and told me it was com- 


mitted to his care by the deceaſed, who made him 


promiſe not to deliver it ſooner. The clerk taking 
it out of my hand, read aloud the contents, which 
were theſe: 


Dear Friend, 


« FAM ſo much oppreſſed with the fatigue I daily 
600 and nightly undergo, and the barbarous uſage 
te of doctor Mackſhane, who is bent on your deſtruc- 
ce tion, as well as mine, that I am reſolved to free 
« myſelf from this miſerable life, and before you re- 


e ceive this, ſhall be no more. I could have wiſhed 


* to die in your good opinion, which I am afraid I 
&« ſhall forfeit by the laſt act of my life; but if you 
& cannot acquit me, I know you will at leaſt pre- 
C ſerve ſome regard for the memory of an unfortu- 
„nate young man who loved you.—I recommend it 
« to you, to beware of Mackſhane, whoſe revenge 
« is implacable.— I wiſh all proſperity to you and 
„Mr. Morgan, to whom pray offer my laſt reſpects, 
„ and beg to be remembered as your unhappy friend 


“and countryman, William Thomſon 
N. 


This 
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This letter was no ſooner read, than Mackſhane, 


in a tranſport of rage, ſnatched it out of the clerk's 


hands, and tore it into a thouſand pieces, ſaying, it | 


was a villainous forgery, contrived and executed b 


myſelf, —The captain and clerk declared themſelvcs 

of the ſame opinion, although I inſiſted on having] 
the remains of it compared with other writings of | 
Thomſon, which they had in their poſſeſſion; and!“ 
was ordered to anſwer the laſt article of my accuſa- 


tion, namely, the book of cyphers found among my 
papers. “ That is eaſily done (ſaid I.) What 
« you are pleaſed to call cyphers, are no other than 
e the Greek characters, in which, for my amuſe- 
« ment, I kept a diary of every thing remarkable 
& that has occurred to my obſervation ſince the be- 
«© ginning of the voyage, till the day on which I was 
put in irons; and the ſame method was practiſed 
&« by Mr. Thomſon, who copied mine.“ A ve- 
« ry likely ſtory ! (cried Mackſhane :) what occaſion 
„ was there for uſing Greek characters, it you were 
*« pot afraid of diſcovering what you had wrote? — 
« But what d'ye talk of Greek characters? —D'ye 
think I am ſo ignorant of the Greek language, as 
“ not to diſtinguith its letters from theſe, which are 
«© no more Greek than Chineſe ? No, no, I will 
% not give up my knowledge of the Greek for you, 
& nor none that ever came from your country.” 80 
ſaying, with an unparalleled effrontery, he repeated 
ſome gibberiſh, which by the ſound ſeemed to be Iriſh, 
and made it paſs for Greek with the captain, who, 
looking at me with a contemptuous ſneer, exclaimed, 
« Ah ha! have you caught a Tartar ?” I could not 


help ſmiling at the conſummate aſſurance of this Hi- 


bernian, and offered to refer the diſpute to any body 
on board who underſtood the Greek alphabet : Upon 
which Morgan was brought back, and being made 
acquainted with the affair, took the book and 2 

Whole 
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whole page in Engliſh, without heſitation, deciding 
the controverſy in my favour, —The doctor was ſo far 
from being ont of countenance at this detection, that 
he affirmed Morgan was in the ſecret, and repeated 
from his own invention. —Oakhum ſaid, Ay, ay, I 
&« ſee they are both in a ſtory :” and diſmiſſed my 
fellow mate to his cock-loft, although I propoſed that 
he and I ſhould read and tranſlate ſeparately, any 
chapter or verſe in the Greek-teſtament in his poſ- 
ſeſſion, by which it would appear whether we or the 
ſurgeon ſpoke truth. Not being endued with elo- 
quence enough to convince the captain that there 
could be no juggle nor confederacy in this expedient, 
[ begged to be examined by fome unconcerned per- 
ſon on board, who underſtood Greek: Accordingly 
the whole ſhip's company, officers and all, were called 
upon deck, among whom it was proclaimed, that if 
any of them could ſpeak Greek, he or they ſo quali- 
fied ſhould aſcend the quarter-deck immediately, — 
After ſome pauſe, two fore maſt-men came up and 
profeſſed their ſkill in that language, which (they 
laid) they acquired during ſeveral voyages to the 
Levant, among the Greeks of the Morea, The 
captain exulted much in this declaration, and put my 
journal-book into the hands of one of them, who 
candidly owned he could neither read nor write; the 
other acknowledged the ſame degree of ignorance, 
but pretended to ſpeak the Greek lingo with any man 
on board; and, addreſſing himſelf to me, pronounced 
ſome ſentences of a barbarous corrupted language, 
which I did not underſtand, —I aſſerted that the mo- 


dern Greek was as different from that ſpoke and writ- 


ten by the ancients, as the Engliſh uſed now from 
the old Saxon ſpoke in the time of Hengiſt; and as 
I had only learned the true original tongue, in which 
Homer, Pindar, the Evangeliſts, and other great 
men of antiquity wrote, it could not be ſuppoſed 


that I ſhould know any thing of an imperfect Gothic 
dialect, 
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diale& that roſe on the ruins of the former, and 
ſcarce retained any traces of the old expreſſion, — But 
if doctor Mackſhane, who pretended to be maſter of 
the Greek language, could maintain a converſation 
with theſe ſeamen, | would retra&t what I had ſaid, 
and be content to ſuffer any puniſhment he ſhould 
think proper to inflict. —I had no ſooner uttered theſe 
words, than the ſurgeon knowing one of the fellows 
to be his countryman, accoſted him in Iriſh, and was 
anſwered in the ſame brogue ; then a dialogue enſued 
between them, which they affirmed to be in Greek, 
after having ſecured the ſecrecy of the other tar, who 
had his cue in the language of the Morca from his 
companion, before they would venture to aſſert ſuch 
an intrepid falſehood.—“ I thought (ſaid Oakhum) 
&« we ſhould diſcover the impoſture at laſt, —Let the 
« raſcal be carried back to his confinement.—I find 
« he muſt dangle.” Having nothing further to urge 
in my own behalf, before a court ſo prejudiced 
with ſpite, and fortified with ignorance againſt truth, 
I ſuffered myſelf to be reconducted peaceably to my 
fellow- priſoner, who hearing the particulars of my 
trial, lifted up his hands and eyes to heaven, and ut- 
tered a dreadful groan ; and not daring to diſburthen 
his thoughts to me by ſpeech, leſt he might be over- 
heard by the centinel, burſt forth into a Welch ſong, 
which he accompanied with a thouſand contortions 
of face, and violent geſtures of body. 
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I diſcover a ſubornation againſt me, by means of 
a quarr between two of the evidences ; in c:n- 
ſequence of which, I am ſet at liberty, and pre- 
wail upon Morgan to accept of his freedem on 
the ſame terms Mackſtane's malice 
we arrive at Jamaica, from whence in a ſhort 
time we beat up to IHiſpa' isla, in conjuntticn 
with the Weſt-India ſquadron we take in 
water, ſail again, and arrive at Carthagena 
m——refleftions on our conduct there. 


EAN while, a quarrel happening between the 

two modern Grecks, the one to be revenged 

of the other, came and diſcovered to us the myſtery 
of Mackſhane's dialogue, as I have explained it above. 
This detection coming to the ears of the doctor, who 
was ſenſible that (now we were in ſight of Jamaica) 
we ſhould have an opportunity of clearing ourſelves 
before a court-martial, and at the ſame time, of 
making his malice and ignorance conſpicuous, he in- 
terceded for us with the captain ſo effectually, that in 
a few hours we were ſet at liberty, and ordered to 
return to our duty.—This was a happy event for me, 
my whole body being bliſtered by the ſun, and my 
limbs benumbed by want of motion: But I could ſcarce 
perſuade the Welchman to accept of this indulgence, 
he perſiſting in his obſtinacy to remain in irons, 
until he ſhould be diſcharged by a court-martial, 
which he believed would alſo do him juſtice on his 
enemies; at length I repreſented to him the precari- 
ous iſſue of a trial, the power and intereſt of his ad- 
VoL. I. M verſaries, 
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verſarics, and flattered his revenge with the hope of 
wreaking his reſentment with his own hands upon 
Mackſhane after our return to England : This laſt 
argument had more weight with him than all the reſt, 
and prevailed upon him to repair with me to the cock- 
pit, which I no ſooner entered, than the idea of my 
departed friend preſented itſelf to my remembrance, 
and filled my eyes with tears. — We diſcharged from 
our meſs the boy who had acted ſo perfidiouſly, not- 
withſtanding his tears, intreaties, and profeſſions of 
penitence for what he had done ; but not before he 
had confeſſed that the ſurgeon had bribed him to give 
evidence againſt us, with a pair of ſtockings and a 
couple of old check ſhirts, of which his ſervant had 
ſince plundered him. 

The keys of our cheſtsand ockers being ſent to us 
by the doctor, we detained the meſſenger until we had 
examined the contents; and my fellow-mate finding 
all his cheſhire cheeſe conſumed to a cruſt, his brandy 
exhauſted, and his onions gone, was ſeized with a fit 
of choler, which he diſcharged on Mackſhane's man 
in oaths and execrations, threatening to proſecute 
him as a thief, —The fellow ſwore, in his turn, that 
he never had the keys in his poſſeMon till that time, 
when he received them from his maſter, with orders 
to deliver them to us.—“ As Got is my judge (cried 
« Morgan) and my ſalfation, and my witneſs, who- 
* ſoever has pilfered my proviſions, is a louſy, peg- 
« garly, raſcally knave ! and by the ſoul of my grand 
& ſire! I will impeach, and accuſe, and indict him of 
. « a roppery, if 1 did but know who he is.” — Had 
this misfortune happened at fea, where we could not 
repair the loſs, in all probability this deſcendent of 
Caractacus would have loſt his wits entirely: but 
when I obſerved, how eaſy it would be to remedy this 
paultry miſchance, he became more calm, and recon- 
ciled himſelf to the occaſion. —A little while after this 
tranſport, the ſurgeon came into the birth, under pre- 
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tence of taking ſomething out of the medicine-che{k, 
and with a ſmiling aſpect, wiſhed us joy of our deli- 
verance, which (he ſaid) he had been at great pains 
to obtain of the captain. who was very juſtly incenſed 
at our behaviour; but he (the doctor) had paſſed his 
word for our future conduct, and he hoped we ſhould 
give him no cauſe to repent of his kindneſs. —He ex- 
pected (no doubt) an acknowledgment from us for 
this pretended piece of ſervice, as well as a general 
amneſty of what was paſt; but he had to do with 
people who were not quite ſo apt to forgive injuries 
as he imagined, or to forget that if our deliverance 
was owing to his mediation, our calamity was oc— 
caſioned by his malice; I therefore fat ſilent while 
my companion anſwered, * Ay, ay, tis no matter 
„ Got knows the heart there is a time for all 
de things, as the wiſe man faith, there is a time for 
& throwing away ſtones, and a time to gather them 
up again,” — He ſeemed to be diſconcerted at this 


reply. and went away in a pet, muttering ſomething 


about Ingratitude” and“ Fellows,” of which we 
did not think fit to take any notice. 

Our fleet having joined another that waited for us, 
lay at anchor about a month in the harbour of Port- 
Royal in Jamaica, during which time ſomething of 
conſequence was certainly tranſacted; notwithſtand- 
ing the inſinuations of ſome who affirmed we had no 
buſineſs at all in that place - that in order to take the 
advantage of the ſeaſon, proper for our enterprize, 
the Welt-Indian ſquadron, which had previous no- 
tice of our coming, ought to have joined us at the 
welt-end of Hiſpaniola, with neceſſary ſtores and re- 
freſhments, from whence we could have failed di- 
rectly for Carthagena, before the enemy could put 
themſelves in a good poſture of defence, or indeed 
have an inkling of our deſign. Be this as it will, 
we failed from Jamaica, and in ten days or a fort- 
night, beat up againſt the wind as far as the iſle of 
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Vache, with an intention, as was ſaid, to attack the 


French fleet, then ſuppoſed to be lying near that 


place; but before we arrived they had failed for 
Europe, having firſt diſpatched an advice-boat to 
Carthagena with an account of our being in thoſe 
ſeas, as alſo of our ſtrength and deſtination. We 
loitered here ſome days longer, taking in wood, and 
brackiſh water, in the uſe whereof, however, our ad- 
miral ſeemed to conſult the health of the men, by re- 
ſtricting each to a quart a day.—At length we ſet fail, 
and arrived in a bay to the windward of Carthagena, 
where we came to an anchor, and lay at our eaſe ten 
days Jonger.— Here again, certain malicious people 
take occaſion to blame the conduct of their ſuperiors, 
by ſaying, that in ſo doing, they not only unprofitably 
waſted time, which was very precious, conſidering 
the approach of the rainy ſeaſon, but alſo allowed 
the Spaniards to recollect themſelves from the terror 


_ occaſioned by the approach of an Engliſh fleet, at leaſt 


three times as numerous as ever appeared in that part 
of the world before. But if I might be allowed to 
give my opinion of the matter, I would aſcribe this 
delay to the generoſity of our chiefs, who ſcorned to 
take any advantage that fortune might give them, 
even over an enemy. At laſt, however, we weighed, 
and anchored again ſomewhat nearer the harbour's 
mouth, where we made ſhift to land our marines, 


who encamped on the beach, in deſpite of the ene- 


mies ſhot, which knocked a good many of them on 
the head. —T his piece of conduct in chooſing a camp 
under the walls of an enemy's fortification, which I 
believe never happened before, was practiſed, I pre- 
ſume, with a view of accuſtoming the ſoldiers to 
ſtand fire, who were not as yet much uſed to diſci— 
pline, moſt of them having been taken from the 
plough=tail a few months before. — This expedient 
again has furniſhed matter for cenſure againſt the mi- 
niſtry, for ſending a few raw recruits on ſuch an im- 
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portant enterprize, while ſo many veteran regiments 
lay inactive at home: But ſurely our governors had 
their reaſons for ſo doing, which poſſibly may be diſ- 
cloſed with other ſecrets of the deep. Perhaps they 
were loth to riſk their beſt troops om ſuch deſperate 
ſervice; or, the colonels and field officers of the old 
corps, who, generally ſpeaking, enjoyed their com- 
miſſions as ſine- cures or penſions, tor ſome domeſtic 
ſervices tendered to the court, refuſed to embark in 
ſach a dangerous and precarious undertaking ; for 
which refuſal, no doubt, they are to be much com- 
mended, 


e e eee eee OO Te CS CH 


CHAP., SAX 
Our land forces being diſembarked, eref a faſcine 


batiery —eur jh:p is erd:red, with four more, 
to batter the fort of Boca Chica Mack- 
ſhant's cowardice — the chaplain's phrenzy 
—— honeſt Rattlin liſes one hand — his he- 
roiſm and refleions on the battle — Cramp- 
ley's behavicur to me during the heat of the 
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UR forces being landed and ſtationed as I have 
already mentioned, ſet about erecting a faſcine 
battery to cannonade the principal fort of the enemy, 
and in ſomething more than three weeks, it was rea- 
dy to open. That we might do the Spaniards as 
much honour as poſſible, it was determined in a coun- 
cil of war, that five of our largeſt ſhips ſhould attack 
the fort on one ſide, while the battery, ſtrengthened 
by two mortars and twenty-four cohorns, ſhould ply 
it on the other, 
Accordingly, the ſignal for our ſhip to engage, 
among others, was hoiſted, we being advertiſed 
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the night before, to make every thing clear for that 
purpoſe : and in ſo doing, a difference happened be- 
tween captain Oakhum and his well-beloved coulin 
and counſellor Mackſhane, which had well nigh ter- 
minated in an open rupture -The doctor, who had 
imagined there was no more danger of being hurt by 
the enemy's ſhot in the cockpit than in the center of the 

earth, was Jately informed that a ſurgeon's mate had 
been killed i in that part of a ſhip, by a cannon-ball 
from two ſmall redoubts that were deſtroyed before the 
diſembarkation of our ſoldiers ; and therefore inſiſt- 
ed upon having a platform raiſed for the convenience 
of the ſick and wounded, in the after-hold, where he 
deemed himſelf more ſecure than on the deck above. 
l he captain, offended at this extraordinary pro- 
poſal, accuſed him of puſillanimity, and told him 
there was no room in the hold for ſuch an occaſion ; 
or if there was, he could not expect to be indulged 
more than the reſt of the ſurgeons of the navy, who 
uſed the cockpit for that purpoſe : Fear rendering 
Mackſhane obſtinate, he perſiſted in his demand, and 
ſhewed his inſtructions, by which it was authoriſed : 
the captain ſwore theſe inſtructions were dictated by 
a parcel of lazy poltroous who were never at ſca; ne- 
vertheleſs he was obliged to comply, and ſent for the 
carpenter to give him orders about it: But before any 
ſuch meaſure could be taken, our ſignal was thrown 
out, and the doctor compelled to truſt his carcaſe in 
the cockpit, where Morgan and J were buſy in pul- 
ting our inſtruments and dreſſings in order, 

Our ſhip, with others deſtined for this ſervice, 
immediately weighed, and in leſs than halt an hour 
came to an anchor before the caſtle of Boca Chica, 
with a ſpring upon our cable—And the cannonading 
(which indeed was terrible { Ro The ſurgeon, 
after having croſſed himſel II flat on the deck; 
and the chaplain and purſer, who were ſtationed with 
us, in quality of aſſiſtants, 8 his exam 5 
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while the Welchman and I fat upon a cheſt looking 
at one another with great diſcompoſure, ſcarce able 
to refrain from the like proſtrution.— And that the 
reader may know, it was not a common occaſion 
that alarmed us thus, I maſt inform him of the par- 
ticulars of this dreadtul din that aſtoniſhed us. The 
fire of the Spaniards proceeded from cighty-tour great 
guns belides a mortar and ſmall arms in Boca 
Chica, thirty-ſix in Fort St. Joſeph, twenty in two 
faſcine batteries, and four men of war mounting 
ſixty-four guns each. — This was anſwered by our 
land battery mounted with twenty-one cannon, two 
mortars, and twenty-tour cohorns, and five great ſh1ps 
of eighty or ſeventy guns that fired withont iger 
miſſion —We had not been many minutes engaged, 
when one of the ſailors brought another on his back 
to the cockpit, where he tolled him down like a bag 
of oats, and pulling out his ponch, put a large chew 
of tobacco in his mouth without ſpeaking a word ; 
Morgan immediately examined the condition of the 
wounded man, and cried, * As ſhall anſwer now, 
te the man is as tcad as my great-grandfather.” — 
„ Dead (ſaid his comrade) he may be dead now, 
« for ought I know, but I'll be damn'd if he was 
—80 laying, he 
was about to return to his quarters, when I bade 
him carry the body along with him, and throw it 
over board. D- n the body! ſaid he, 1. think 
„tis fair enough if I take care of my own.” —— 
My fellow-mate ſnatching up the amputation-kni'e, 
purſued him halt- way up the cockpit ladder, crying 
Lou louſy raſcal, is this the church yard, or th- 
& charnel-houſe, or thc ſepulchre, or the Golgothi1 
{© of the ſhip ?”—but was ſtopt in his. career by on: 
calling,“ Yo ho, avaſt there—ſcaldings”—* Scald- 
6 ings ! (anſwered Morgan) Got knows 'tis hot 
enough indeed: - ho are you?“ . Here's ore” 
(replied the voice.) —-And I immediately knew it 
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to be that of my honeſt friend Jack Rattlin, who 
coming towards me, told me, with great deliberation, 
he was coming to be dock'd at laſt, and diſcovered the 
remains of one hand which had been ſhattered to 
pieces with a grape ſhot. —T lamented with unfeigned 
ſorrow his misfortune, which he bore with heroic 
courage, obſerving, that every ſhot had its com- 
miſhon : It was well it did not take him in the head; 
or if it had, what then ? he ſhould have died bravely, 
fighting for his king and country : Death was a debt 


which every man owed, and muſt pay; and that now 


was as well as another time,—l was much pleaſed 
and edified with the maxims of this ſea-philoſopher, 
who endured the amputation of his left hand without 
ſhrinking ; the operation being performed (at his re- 
queſt) by me, after Mackſhane, who was with diffi- 
culty prevailed to lift his head from the deck, had 
declared there was a neceſſity for his loſing the limb. 
-—— While I was employed in dreſſing the ſtump, I 
aſked Jack's opinion of the battle, who ſhaking his 
head, frankly told me, he believed we ſhould do no 
good ; * For why, becauſe inſtead of dropping an- 
chor cloſe under ſhore, where we ſhould have had 
© to deal with one corner of Boca Chica only, we had 
« opened the harbour, and expoſed ourſelves to the 
«© whole fire of the enemy from their ſhipping and 
& Fort St. Joſeph, as well as from the caſtle we in- 
ce tended to cannonade; that beſides, we lay at too 
great a diſtance to damage the walls, and three 
parts in four of our ſhot did not take place; for 
& there was ſcarce any body on board, who under- 
6 ſtood the pointing of a gun.—Ah ! God help us ! 
„ (continued he) if your kinſman lieutenant Bowling 
„ had been here, we ſhould have had other-gucſs- 
% Ok. - By this time our patients had increaſed 


to ſuch a number, that we did not know which to 


begin with; and the firſt mate plainly told the ſur- 
geon, that it he did not get up immediately, neg cn 
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form his duty, he would complain of his behaviour 
to the admiral, and make application for his warrant, 
— This remonſtrance effectually rouſed Mackſhane, 
who was never deaf to an argument in which he 
thought his intereſt was concerned; he therefore roſe 
up, and, in order to ſtrengthen his refolution, had re- 
courſe more than once to a caſe-bottle of rum, which 
he freely communicated to the chaplain and purſer, 
who had as much need of ſuch extraordinary inſpira- 
tion as himſelf: Being thus ſupported he went to work, 
and arms and legs were hewed down without mercy. 
The fumes of the liquor mounting into the par- 
ſon's brain, conſpired with his former agitation of 
ſpirits, to make him quite delirious ; he ſtript him- 
{elf to the ſkin, and beſmearing his body with blood, 
could ſcarce be with-hel4 from running upon deck in 
that condition. Jack Rattlin, ſcandalized at this 
deportment, endeavoured to allay his tranſports with 
reaſon : but finding all he ſaid ineffectual, and great 
confuſion occationed by his frolicks, he knocked him 
down with his right hand, and by threats kept him 
quiet in that ſtate of humiliation. —Bat it was not in 
the power of rum to elevate the purſer, who ſat on 
the floor wringing his hands, and curling the hour in 
which he left his peace able profeſſion of a brewer in 
Rocheſter, to engage in ſuch a lite of terror and dit- 
quiet.—-While we diverted ourſelves at the expence 

of this poor devil, a ſhot happened rs take us between 


ding and water, and its courſe being through the 


parler's ſtore-· room) made a terrible havock an noiſe 
among the jars and bottles in its way, and difcon- 
certed Mackthane ſo much, that he dropt his ſcalpel, 
and falling dowa on his knees, pronounced his Paten- 
u/ter aloud; the purſer fell backward and lay without 
ſenſe or motion; and the chaplain grew ſo outragi- 
ous, that Rattlin with one hand could not keep him 
under; ſo that we were obliged to confine him in 
the i geon's cabbin, where he was no doubt guilty 
21 5 of 
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ol a thouſand extravagancies, -- Much about this time 
my old antagoniſt Crampley came down, with expreſs 
orders (as he ſaĩd) to bring me up to the quarter-deck, 
to dreſs a flight wound the captain had received by a 
ſplinter. His reaſon for honouring me in particular 
with this piece of ſervice, being that in caſe I ſhould 
be killed or diſabled by the way, my death or muti- 
lation would be of leſs conſequence to the ſhip's com- 
pany, than that of the doctor or his firſt mate. 
At another time, perhaps I might have diſputed this 
order, to which I was not bound to pay the leaſt re- 
gard ; but as I thought my reputation depended upon 
my compliance, I was refolved to convince my rival 
that I was no more afraid than he of expoling niylſelf 
to danger. With this view I provided myſelf with 
dreſſings, and followed him immediately to the quar- 
ter- deck, through a molt infernal ſcene of laughter, 
fire, ſmoak, and uproar ! Captain Oakhum, who 
leaned againſt the mizen-maſt, no ſooner ſaw me ap- 
proach in my ſhirt, with the ſlecves tucked up to my 
arm- pits, and my hands died with blood, than he 
lignitied his diſpleaſure by a frown, and aſked why 
the doctor himſelf did not come? I told him Cramp- 
ley had fingled me ont, as if by expreſs command ; at 
which reply he ſeemed ſurprized, and threatened to 
puniſh the midfhipmaan for his preſumption, after the 
engagement: In the mean time I was ſent back to my 
fi1:ton, and ordered to tell Mackſhane, that the cap- 
tain expected him immediately. ] got fate back, and 
delivered my commiſtion to the doctor, who fatly 
retaſed to quit the poſt aſſigned to him by his inſtruc- 
tions: whereupon, Morgan, who (I believe) was 
jealous of my reputation for courage, undertook the 
affair, and aſcended with great intcepidity. —The 
captain finding the ſurgeon obſtinate, ſuffered him- 
{cif to be dreſſed, and ſwore he would confine Mack- 
ſhane as ſoon as the ſervice ſhould be over. 
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CHAP. XXX 


A breach beins made in the walls, our ſoldiers 
gave the aſſault, and take the place without op- 
pfition ——our ſailors at the ſame lime become 
maſters of all the other ſirengths near Boca 
Chica, and tak? poſſeſſion of the harbour 
the good conſequence of this ſucceſs We move 
nearer the town——find. two forts deſerted, 
and the channel blicted up with ſunk veſſels ; 
which, however, wwe find means to clear 
land our ſeldiers at La Quinta repulſe a 
body of mulitia——attack the caſtle of St. La- 
zar, and are forced to retreat with great loſs 
de remains of eur army are re-imbarked 
an effort of the admirel to tak? the town 
be economy of our expedition deſcribed. 


AVING cannonaded the fort, during the 

ſpace of four hours, we were all ordered to 

ſlip our cables, and (ſheer off; but next day the en- 
gagement was renewed, and continued from the 
morning till the afternoon, when the enemy s fire 
from Boca Chica ſlackened, and towards evening was 
quite ſilenced. - A breach being made on the other 
de, by our land-battery, large enough to admit a 
middle-ſ{1zed baboon, provided he could find means to 
climb up to it; our general propoſed to give the aſ- 
fault that very night, and actually ordered a detach- 
ment on that duty: Providence ſtood our friend upon 
this occaſion, and put it into the hearts of the Spa- 
niards to abandon the fort, which might have been 
MI 6 Maintained 
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maintained by reſolute men to the day of judgment 
againſt all the force we could exert in the attack, — 
And while our ſoldiers took poſſeſſion of the enemy's 
ramparts, without reſiſtance, the ſame good Juck at- 
tended a body of ſailors, who made themſelves maſ- 
ters of fort St. Joſeph, the faſcine batteries, and one 
Spaniſh man of war; the other three being burnt or 
ſunk by the foe, that they might not fall into our 
hands.—The taking of theſe forts, in the ſtrength 
of which the Spaniards chicfly confided, made. us 
maſters of the outward harbour, and occaſioned great 
joy among us; as we laid our accounts with finding 
little or no oppoſition from the town : And indeed, 
if a few great ſhips had ſailed up immediately, before 
they had recovered from the contuſion aud deſpair that 
our unexpected ſucceſs had produced among them, it 
is not impoſſible that. we might have fed the at- 
fair to our ſatistaction, without any more M hd- Med; 
but this ſtep our heroes diſdained, as a barbarous in- 
ſult over the enemy's diſtreſs; and gave them all the 
reſpite they could deſire, in order to recollect them- 
ſelves — In the mean time, Mackſhane taking the 
advantage of this gencral exultation, waited on our 
captain, and pleaded his own cauſe fo effectually, 
that he was re- eſtabliſhed in his good graces; and as 
for Crampley there was no more notice taken of his 
behaviour towards me, during the action. Hut of 
all the conſequences of the victory, none was more 
giateful than plenty of freſh water, after we had lan- 
guiſhed five weeks on the allowance of a purſer's 
quart fer giem for cach man, in the Torrid Zone, 
where the ſun was vertical, and the expence of bodily 
fluid ſo great, that a gallon of liquor could ſcarce 
ſupply the waſte of twenty-four hours; eſpecially as 
our proviſion conſiſted of putrid falt beck, to which 
the ſailors gave the name of [rith horſe ; ſalt pork of 
New-England, which though neither fiſh nor fleſh, 
ſavoured of both; bread from the ſame country, every 
. | biſcuit 
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biſcuit whereof, like a piece of clock-work, moved by 
irs own internal impulſe, occaſioned by the myriads 
ot inſccts that dwelt within it; and butter ſerved out 
by the gill, that taſted like train-oil thickened with 
ſalt. Inſtead of ſmall beer, each man was allowed 
three half quarters of brandy or rum, which were 
diſtributed every morning, diluted with a certain 
quantity of his water, without either ſugar or fruit 
to render it palatable, for which reaſon, this compo- 
ſition was by the failors not unaptly ſtiled Nofety. 
Nor was this limitation of ſimple element owing to 
a ſcarcity of it on board, for, there was at this time 
water enough in the ſhip for a voyage of ſix months, 
at the rate of half a gallon per day to each man: But, 
this faſt muſt (I ſuppoſe) have been enjoined by way 
of penance on the ſhip's company for their fins; or 
rather with a view to mortify them into a contempt 
of lite, that they might thereby become more reſolute 
and regardleſs of danger. How ſimple then do thoſe 


| people argue, who aſcribe the great mortality among 


us, to our bad proviſion and want of water; and af- 
firm, that a great many valuable lives might have 

been faved, if the uſeleſs tranſports had becu employ- 
ed in fetching freſh ſtock, turtle, fruit, and other re- 
treſhments from Jamaica, and other adjacent iſlands, 
{or the uſe of the army and fleet ! ſecing it is to be 
hoped, that thoſe who died went to a better place, 


and thoſe who ſurvived were the more eaſily main- 


tained—After all, a ſufficient number remained to 
fall before the walls of St. Lazar, where they be- 
haved like their own country maſtiffs, which ſhut 
their eyes, run into the jaws of a bear, and have 
their heads cruſhed tor their valour. 

But to returu to my narration : After having pat 
garriſons into the forts we had taken, and re- im- 
barked our ſoldiers and artillery, a piece of ſervice 
that detained us more than a weck; we ventured up 
to the mouth of the inner harbour, 1 A 

arge 
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large fortification on one fide, and a {mall redoubt on 
the other, both of which were deſerted before our ap- 
proach, and the entrance of the harbour blocked up 
by ſeveral old galleons and two men of war that the 
enemy had ſunk in the channel. — We made ſhift, 
however, to open a pallage for ſome ſhips, that fa- 
voured a fecond landing of our troops at a place called 
La Quinta, not far from the town, where, after a 
faint reſiſtance from a body of Spaniards, who oppoſed 
their diſembarkation, they encamped with a deſign 
of beſieging the caſtle of St. Lazar, which overlooked 
and commanded the city : Whether our renowned 
general had no-body in his army who knew how to 
approach it in form, or that he truſted entirely to the 
fame of his arms, I ſhall not determine ; but, certain 
it is, a reſolution was taken in a council of war, to 
attack the place with muſquetry only : This was put 
in execution, and ſucceeded accordingly ; the enemy 
giving them ſuch an hearty reception, that the great- 
eſt part of the detachment took up thcir everlaſting 
reſidence on the ſpot.— Our chief not reliſhing 
this kind of complaiſance in the Spaniards, was wile 
enough to retreat on board with the remains of his 
army, which, from eight thouſand able men landed 
on the beach near Boca Chica, was now reduced to 
fifteen hundred fit for ſervice. —The ſick and wound- 
ed were ſqueezed into certain veſſels, which thence 
obtained the name of hoſpital ſhips, though methinks 
they ſcarce deſerved ſuch a creditable title, ſeeing 
few of them could boaſt of their ſurgeon, nurſe, or 
cook; and the ſpace between decks was ſo confined, 
that the miſerable patients had not room to ſit upright 
in their beds. - Their wounds and ſtumps being 
neglected, contracted filth and putrefaction, and mil- 
lions of maggots were hatched amidit the corruption 
of the ſores. This inhuman diſregard was imputed 
to the ſcarcity of ſurgeons; though it is well known 
that every great ſhip in the fleet could have ſpared one 
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at leaſt for this duty; an expedient which would 
have been more than ſufficient to remove this ſhock- 
ing inconvenience : But, perhaps the general was too 
much of a gentleman to aſk a favour of this kind from 
his fellow- chief, who, on the other hand, would not 
derogate ſo much from his own dignity, as to offer 
ſuch aſſiſtance, unaſked ; for, I may venture to aſſirm, 
that by this time the Dæmon of Diſcord with her footy 
wings, had breathed her influence upon our coun- 
ſels; and it might be ſaid of theſe great men, I 
bope they will pardon the compariſon) as of Cæſar 
and Pompey, the one could not brook a ſuperior, 
and the other was impatient of an equal : So that 
between the pride of one, and inſolence of another, 
the enterprize miſcarried, according to the proverb, 
« Between two ſtools the backſide falls to the ground.” 
— Not that I would be thought to liken any public 
concern to that opprobrious part of the human body, 
though I might with truth aſſert, if I durſt uſe ſuch 
a vulgar idiom, that the nation did hang an a--ſe at 
its diſappointment on this occaſion ; neither would I 
preſume to compare the capacity of our heroic leaders 
to any ſuch wooden convenience as a joint-ſtool or a 
cloſe- ſtool; but, only to ſignify, by this ſimile, the 
miſtake the people committed in truſting to the union 
of two inſtruments that were never joined. 

A day or two after the attempt on St. Lazar, the 
admital ordered one of the Spaniſh men of war we 
had taken, to be mounted with ſixteen guns, and 
manned with detachments from our great ſhips, in 
order to batter the town ; accordingly, ſhe was 
towed into the inner harbour in the night, and moor- 
ed within half a mile of the walls, againſt which ſhe 
began to fire at day-break ; and continued about ſix 
hours expoſed to the oppoſition of at leaſt thirty pieces 
of cannon, which at length obliged our men to ſet 
her on fire, and ger off as well as they could, in their 
boats. This piece of conduct afforded _ of 

pe- 
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ſpeculation to all the wits either in the army or navy, 
who were at laſt fain to acknowledge it a ſtroke of 

policy above their comprehenſion, Some entertained 

ſuch an irreverent opinion of the admiral's under- 

ſtanding, as to think he expected the town would 

ſurrender to his floating battery of ſixteen guns : 

Others imagined his ſole intention was to try-the 

enemy's ſtrength, by which he ſhould be able to 

compute the number of great ſhips that would be 

neceſſary to force the town to a capitulation : But, 

this laſt conjecture ſoon appeared groundleſs, in as 

much as no ſhips of any kind whatever were after- 

wards employ'd on that ſervice. —A third fort ſwore, 

that no other cauſe could be aſſigned for this under- 

taking, than that which induced Don Quixote to at- 

tack the windmill. —A fourth claſs (and that the molt 

numerous, though without doubt, compoſed of the 

ſanguine and malicious) plainly taxed this comman- 

der with want of honeſty as well as ſenſe; and al- 

ledged, that he ought to have ſacrificed private pique 
to the intereſt of his country; that where the lives 

of ſo many brave fellow-citizens were concerned, hz: 
ought to have concurred with the general, withont 
being ſollicited or even deſired, towards their pre- 
ſervation and advantage ; that if his arguments could 
not diſſuade him from a. defperate enterprize, it was 
his duty to have rendered it as practicable as poſſible, 
without running extreme hazard; that this could 
have been done, with a good proſpect of ſucceſs, by 
ordering five or fix large ſhips to battef the town, 
while the land forces ſtormed the caſtle; by theſe 
means a conſiderable diverſion would have been made 
in favour of thoſe troops, who in their march to 
the aſſault, and in the retreat, ſuffered much more 
from the town than from the caſtle ; that the inha- 
bitants ſeeing themſelves vigorouſly attacked on all 
hands, would have been divided, diſtracted and con- 
fuſcd, and in all probability, unable to reſiſt the 
aſſall- 
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allallants.— But, all theſe ſuggeſtions ſurely proceed 
from ignorance and maleyolence, or elſe the admiral 
would not have found it ſuch an eaſy matter, at his 
return to England, to juſtify h's conduct to a mini- 
{try at once ſo upright and diſcerning, — True it is, 
that thoſe who undertook to vindicate him on the 
ipot, aſſerted, there was not water enough for our 
oreat ſhips near the town; though this was a little 
unfortunately urged, becauſe there happened to be 
pilots in the fleet perfectly well acquainted with the 
ſoundings of the harbour, who affirmed there was 
water enough for five eighty-gun ſhips to lye a- breaſt, 
almoſt up at the very walls.—-The diſappointments 
we ſuffered occaſioned an univerſal dejection, which 
was not at all alleviated by the objects that daily and 
hourly entertained our eyes, nor by the proſpect of 
what muſt have inevitably happened, had we re- 
mained much longer in this place—Such was the 
ceconomy in ſome ſhips, that rather than be at the 
trouble of interring the dead, their commanders or- 
dered their men to throw their bodies overboard, 
many without either ballaſt or winding ſheet; ſo that 
numbers of human carcaſſes floated in the harbour, 
until they were devoured by ſharks and carrion crows; 
which afforded no agreeable ſpectacle to thoſe who 
ſurvived. At the ſame time the wet ſeaſon began, 
during which, a deluge of rain falls from the riſing 
to the ſetting of the ſun, without intermiſſion ;3 and 
that no ſooner ceaſes, than it begins to thunder and 
lighten with ſuch continual flaſhing, that one can ſee 
to read a very [mall print by the illumination, 
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CH AP. XXXIV. 


An epidemic fever rages amo g us—we abandon 
eur conqueſts I am ſeized with the diſtemper , 
write a ſelition to the captain, which is re- 
ect d. I am in danger of ſuff cotion through 
the malice of Crampley; and relieved by a ſer- 

fecit —-my fever increaſes —the chaplain wants 
to confeſs me—T obtain a favourable crifis— 
Mergan's affeftion for me proved—the beha- 
viaur of Mackſhane and Crampley towards 
me— Captain Oakbum is removed into anolhber 
ſhip, with his beloved doctor ur new cap- 
tain deſcribed—an adventure of Morgan. 


32 change of the atmoſphere, occaſioned by 
1 this phænomenon, conſpired with the ſtench 
that ſnrrovnded us, the heat of the climate, our own 
conſtitutions impoveriſhed by bad proviſion, and our 
deſpair, to introduce the bilious fever among us, 
which raged with ſuch violence that three fourths of 
thoſe whom it invaded, died in a deplorable manner; 
the colour of their ſkin being, by the extreme pu- 
trefaction of the juices, changed into that of ſoot. 
Our conductors finding things in this ſituation, per- 
ceived it was high time to relinquiſh our conqueſts ; 
and this we did, after having rendered their artillery 
uſeleſs, and blown up their walls with gunpowder.— 
Juſt as we ſailed from Boca Chica, on our return to 
Jamaica, I found myſelf threatned with the ſymptoms 
of this terrible diftemper ; and knowing very well that 


T ſtood no chance for my life, if I ſhould be obliged to 


lie in the cock-pit, which by this time, was grown 
intolerable even to people in health, by reaſon of the 
| heat 
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heat and unwholeſome ſmell of decayed proviſion; I 
wrote a petition to the captain, repreſenting my caſe, 
and humbly imploring his permiſſion to lie among the 
ſoldiers in the middle-deck, for the benefit of the air: 
but 1 might have ſpared mylclt the trouble; tor, this 
humane commander refuſed my requeſt, and ordered 
me to continue in the place alloted for the ſurgeon's 
mates, or elſe be contented to he in the hoſpital, 
which, by the bye, was three degrees more offenſive, 
and more ſuffocating than our own birth below.— 
Another in my condition, perhaps, would have ſub- 
mitted to his fate, and died in a pet; but I could not 
brook the thought of periſhing ſo pitifully, after I had 
weathered ſo many gales of hard fortune: I there- 
fore, without minding Oakhum's injunction, pre- 
vailed upon the ſoldiers (whoſe good will I had ac- 
quired) to admit my hammock among them ; and 
actually congratulated myſelf upon my comfortable 
ſituation; which Crampley no ſooner underſtood 
than he ſignified to the captain, my contempt of his 
orders; and was inveſted with power to turn me 
down again into my proper habitation. — This bar- 
barous piece of revenge incenſed me ſo muck againſt 
the author, that I vowed, with bitter imprecations, 
to call him to a ſevere account, if ever it ſhould be 
in my power ; and the agitation of my ſpirits increaſed 
my fever to a violent degree. While I lay gaſping 
for breath in this infernal abode, I was viſited by a 
ſerjeant, the bones of whoſe noſe I had reduced and 
ſet to rights, after they had been demoliſhed by a 
ſplinter during our laſt engagement: he being in- 
formed of my condition, offered me the uſe of his 
birth in the middle-deck, which was incloſed with 
canvas and well-aired by a port-hole that remained 
Opcn within it. | embraced this propoſal with joy, 
and was immediately conducted to the place, where l 
was treated, while my illneſs laſted, with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs and care by this grateful halberdier, who 

bad 
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had no other bed for himſelf than a hencoop, during 
the whole paſſage. Here I lay and enjoyed the breeze, 
notwithſtanding which, my malady gained ground, 
and at length my life was deſpaired of, though I ne- 
ver loſt hopes of recovery, even when J had the mor- 
tification to ſee, from my cabin-window, ſix or ſe- 
ven thrown over board every day, who died of the 
ſame diſtemper. This confidence, I am perſuaded, 
conduced a great deal to the preſervation of my life, 
eſpecially, when joined to another reſolution I took 
at the beginning, namely, to refuſe all medicine, 
which I could not help thinking co-operated with the 
diſeaſe, and inſtead of reſiſting putrefaction, promo- 
ted a total degeneracy of the vital fluid. — When 
my friend Morgan, therefore, brought his diaphore- 
tic boluſes, I put them in my mouth, *tis true, but 
without any intention of ſwallowing them; and when 
he went away, ſpit them out, and waſhed my mouth 
with water-gruel: I ſeemingly complied in this man- 
ner, that I might not affront the blood of Caractacus, 
by a refuſal which might have intimated a diffidence 
of his phyſical capacity; for he acted as my phyſician, 
doctor Mackſhane never once enquiring about me, or 
even knowing where I was.—When my diſtemper 
was at the height, Morgan thought my caſe deſpe- 
rate, and after having applied a bliſter to the nape of 
my neck, ſqueezed my hand, bidding me with a wo- 
ful countenance, recommend myſelf to Got and my 
reteemer; then taking his leave, deſired the chap- 
lain to come and adminiſter ſome ſpiritual conſolation 
tome; but before he arrived, I made ſhift to rid my- 
ſelf of the troubleſome application the Welchman had 
beſtowed on my back. — The parſon having felt my 
pulſe, enquired into the nature of my complaints, 
hemmed a little, and began thus : * Mr. Random, 
« God out of his infinite mercy hath been pleaſed to 
4c viſit you with a dreadful diſtemper, the iſſue of 
& which no man knows. You may be permitted 
cc to 
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« to recover, and live many days on the face of the 
« earth; and, which is more probable, you may be 
« taken away and cut off in the flower of your 
« youth: it is incumbent on you therefore, to 
« prepare for the great change, by repenting ſincere- 
« ly of your fins; of this there cannot be a greater 
ce {gn than an ingenuous confeſſion, which I con- 
jure you to make, without heſitation, or mental 
c reſervation; and when I am convinced of your ſin- 
«© cerity, I will then give you ſuch comfort as the 
« ſituation of your ſoul will admit of. Without 
« doubt, you have been guilty of numberleſs tranſ- 
« greſſions, to which youth is ſubject, as ſwearing, 
« drunkenneſs, whoredom and adultery ; tell me 
e therefore without reſerve, the particulars of each, 
« eſpecially of the laſt, that I may be acquainted with 
« the true ſtate of your conſcience : for, no phyſician 
will preſcribe for his patient until he knows the 
© circumſtances of his diſeaſe.” As J was not under 
any apprehenſions of death, I could not help ſmilin 
at the doctor's inquiſitive remonſtrance, which I told 
him ſavoured more of the Roman than of the Proteſ- 
tant church in recommending auricular confeſſion ; 
a thing, in my opinion, not at all neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, and which, for that reaſon, I declined. — This 
reply diſconcerted him a little; however, he explain- 
ed away his meaning, in making learned diſtinctions 
etween what was abſolutely neceſſary, and what 
was only convenient; then proceeded to aſk what 
religion I profeſſed : I anſwered, that I had not as 
yet conſidered the difference of religions, conſequent- 
ly had not fixed on any one in particular, but that I 
was bred a Preſbyterian —At this word the chap- 
lain expreſſed great aſtoniſhment, and ſaid, he could 
not comprehend how a preſbyterian was entitled to any 
poſt under the Engliſh government. Then he aſkedif 
I had ever received the Sacrament, or taken the oaths; 
to which queſtions I replying in the negative, he 
held up his hands, aſſured me he could do me no ſer- 
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vice, wiſhed I might not be in a ſtate of reprobation ; 
and returned to his meſs-mates, who were makin 
merry in the ward-room, round a table well ſtored 


with bumbo * and wine. —T his inſinuation, terrible 


as it was, had not ſuch an effect upon me as the fe- 
ver, which, ſoon after he had left me, grew ontra- 
gious; I began to ſee ſtrange chimeras, and conclud- 
ed myſelf on the point of becoming delirious: In 
the mean time, being in great danger of ſuffocation, 
I ſtarted up in a kind of frantick fit, with an inten- 
tion to plunge mylelf into the ſea, and as my friend 
the ſerjeant was not preſent, would certainly have 
cooled myſelf to ſome purpoſe, had I ngt perceived 
a moiſture upon my thigh, as I endeavoured to get 
out of my hammock : the appearance of this re- 
vived my hopes, and I had reflection and reſolution 
enough to take the advantage of this favourable 
ſymptom, by tearing the ſhirt from my body, and 
the ſheets from my bed, and wrapping myſelf in a 
thick blanket, in which incloſure, for about a quar- 
ter of an hour, I felt the pains of hell; but it was not 
long before I was recompenſed for my ſuffering by 
a profuſe ſweat, that burſting from the whole ſurface 
of my ſkin, in leſs than two hours, relieved me from 
all my complaints, except that of weakneſs; and 
left me as hungry as a kite.—I enjoyed a very com- 


fortable nap, after which I was regaling myſelf with 


the agreeable reverie of my future happineſs, when | 
heard Morgan, on the outſide of the curtain, aſk the 
ſerjeant, if I was alive ſtill? © Alive! (cried the 
« other) God forbid he ſhould be otherwiſe ! he has 
<« Jain quiet theſe five hours, and I do not chooſe to 
« giſturb him, for ſleep will do him great ſervice.” 
—* Ay, (ſaid my fellow-mate) he ſleeps ſo ſound, 
« (look you) that he will never waken till the great 
e trump plows —Got be merciful to his ſoul. 
« He has paid his debt like an honeſt man.— Ay, 


* Bumbo is a liquor compoſed of rum, ſugar, wa.er 
and nutmeg. 


«c and 


LM amo Ah — 


Roptrick RANDOM. 263 


and moreover, he is at reſt from all perſecutions, 
ce and troubles, and afflictions, of which, Got knows, 
„ and I know, he had his own ſhare.— Ochree ! 
c Ochree! he was a promiſing youth indeed!“ 
80 ſaying, he groaned grievoutly, and. began to 
whine in ſuch a manner, as perſuaded me he had a 
real friendſhip for me.—The ſerjeant, alarmed at 
his words, came into the birth, and while he looked 
upon me, I ſmiled, and tip'd him the wink ; he im- 
mediately gueſſed my meaning, and remaining ſilent, 
Morgan was confirmed in his opinion of my being 
dead ; whereupon he approached with tears in his 
eyes, in order to indulge his grief with a fight of the 
object: And I counterteited death io well, by fixing 
my eyes, and dropping my under-jaw, that he ſaid, 
„ There he lies, no petter than a lump of clay, 
4 Got help me.“ And obſerved, by the diſtortion of 
my face, that I muſt have had a ſtrong ſtruggle. I 
ſhould not have been able to contain myſelf much 
longer, when he began to perform the laſt duty of a 


friend, in cloſing my eyes, and my mouth; upon 


which, I! uddenly ſnapped at his fingers, and diſcom- 
poſed him ſo much, that he ſtarted back, turned pale 
as aſhes, and ſtared like the picture of horror: Al- 
though I could not help laughing at his appearance, I 


was concerned for his ſituation, and ſtretched out m 


hand, telling him, I hoped to live and eat ſome ſal- 
magundy of his making in England. —It was ſome- 
time before he could recollect himſelf ſo far as to feel 
my pulſe, and enquire into the particulars of my dit- 
eaſe : But when he found I had enjoyed a favourable 
criſis, he congratulated me upon my good fortune; 
not ſailing to aſcribe it, under Got, to the bliſter he 
had applied to my back, at his laſt viſit; which, by 
the bye, ſaid he, muſt now be removed and dreſſed : 
He was actually going to fetch dreſſings, when I feign- 
ing aſtoniſhment, ſaid, © Bleſs me! ſure you never 
applied a bliſter to me—there is nothing on my 
6 back, I aſſure you,” —But he could not be con- 
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vinced till he had examined it, and then endeavour. 
ed to conceal his confuſion, by expreſling h's ſurprize 
in finding the ſkin untouched, and the plaiſter miſſing. 
In order to excuſe myſelf for paying ſo little regard 
to his preſcription, I pretended to have been inſenſible 
when it was put on, and to have pulled it off af- 
terwards, in a fit of delirium. This apology fatisficd 
my friend, who on this occaſion abated a good deal 
of his ſtiffneſs in regard to punctilio; and as we 
were now ſafely arrived at Jamaica, where I had the 
benefit of freſh proviſion, and other refreſhments, { 
recovered ſtrength every day, and in a ſhort time m 
health and vigour were perfectly re-eſtabliſhed, —- 
When I got up at firſt, and was juſt able to crawl 
about the deck, with a ſtaff in my hand, I met doctor 
Mackſhane, who paſſed by me with a diſdainful look, 
and did not vouchſafe to honour me with one word: 
After him came Crampley, who ſtrutting up to me, 
with a fierce countenance, pronounced, Here's fine 
& diſcipline on board, when ſuch lazy ſkulking 
6“ ſons of bitches as you, are allowed, on pretence 
& of ſickneſs, to lollop at your eaſe, while your bet- 
«ters are kept to hard duty!“ The fight and be- 
haviour of this malicious ſcoundrel enraged me fo 
much, that I could ſcarce refrain from laying my cud- 
gel acroſs his pate; but when I conſidered my pre- 
ſent feebleneſs, and the enemies I had in the ſhip, 
who wanted only a pretence to ruin me, I reſtrained 
my paſſion, and contented myſelf with telling him, 
J had not forgot his infolence and malice, and that 
] hoped we ſhould meet one day on ſhore.—At this 
declaration he grinned, ſhook his fiſt, and ſwore he 
longed for nothing more than ſuch an opportunity. 
Mean while our ſhip was ordered to be heaved 
down, victualled and watered, for her return to Eng- 
land; and our captain, for ſome reaſon or other, not 


thinking it convenient for him to reviſit his native 
country at this time, exchanged with a gentleman, 


who on the other hand wiſned for nothing ſo much, 
5 ; as 
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as to be ſafe without the tropic; all his care and ten- 
derneſs of himſelf being inſufficient to preſerve his 
complexion from the injuries of the ſun and weather. 

Our tyrant having left the ſhip, and carried his 
favourite Mackſhane along with him, to my inex- 
preſſible ſatisfaction, our new commander came on 
board in a ten-oar'd barge, overſhadowed with a vaſt 
umbrella, and appeared in cvery thing the reverſe of 
Oakhum, being a tall, thin, young man, dreſſed in 
this manner: a white hat, garnithed with a red fea- 
ther, adorned his head, from whence his hair flowed 
upon his ſhoulders, in ringlets tied behind with a rib- 
bon,—His coat, conſiſting of pink-coloured ſilk, lined 
with white, by the elegance of the cut retired back- 
ward, as it were, to diſcover a white fattin waiſtcoat 
embroidered with gold, unbottoned at the upper part 
to diſplay a broch ſet with garnets, that glittered in 
the breaſt of his ſhirt, which was of the fineſt cam- 
bric, edged with right Mechline: the knees of his 
crimſon velvet breeches ſcarce deſcended ſo low as to 
meet his ſilk ſtockings, which roſe without ſpot or 
wrinkle on his meagre legs, from ſhoes of blue Me- 
roquin, ſtudded with diamond buckles that flamed 
forth rivals to the ſun! A ſteel-hilted ſword, inlaid 
with gold, and decked with a knot of ribbon which fell 
down in a rich toſsle, equipped his fide; and an amber- 
headed cane hung dangling from his wriſt :—But the 
molt remarkable parts of his furniture were, a maſk on 
his face, and white gloves on his hands, which did not 
ſeem to be put on with an intention to be pulled off 
occaſionally, but were fixed with a curious ring on 
the little finger of each hand. —In this garb, captain 
WhiMe, for that was his name, took poſſeſſion of 
the ſhip, ſurrounded with a crowd of attendants, all 
of whom, in their different degrees, ſeemed to be of 
their patron's diſpoſition ; and the air was ſo impreg- 
nated with pertumcs, that one may venture to affirm 
the clime of Arabia Fœlix was not half ſo ſweet ſcent- 


ed. My fellow-mate, obſerving no ſurgeon among 
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his train, thought he. had found an occaſion too fa- 
vourable for himſelf to be neglected; and remem- 
bring the old proverb, © Spare to ſpeak, and ſpare to 
& ſpeed,” reſolved to ſollicit the new captain's intereſt 
immediately, before any other ſurgeon could be ap- 
pointed for the ſhip — With this view he repaired to 
the cabbin in his ordinary dreſs, conſiſting of a check- 
ſhirt and trouſers, a brown linen waiſtcoat, and a 
night cap of the ſame, {neither of them very clean) 
which for his further misfortune happened to ſmell 
ſtrong of tobacco. —Entering without any ceremony 
into this ſacred place, he found captain Whiffle re- | 
poſing upon a couch, with a wrapper of fine chintz | 
about his body, and a muſlin cap bordered with lace 
about his head; and after ſeveral low conge's began | 
in this manner :—— —* Sir, I hope you will for- | 
« give, and excuſe, and pardon the preſumption of | 
| © one who has not the honour of being known unto 
4 « you, but who is nevertheleſs, a ſhentleman porn 
it « and pred, and moreover, has had misfortunes, 
if „ Got help me, in the world. *—Here he was in- 
it terrupted by the captain, who on ſeeing him, had 
ſtarted up with great amazement at the novelty of the 
| apparition; and having recollected himſelf, pronoun- 
ced with a look and tone ſignifying diſdain, curioſity 
and ſurprize, Zauns! who Art thou?“ “ I am 
« ſurgeon's firſt mate on board of this ſhip, (replied 
| ce Morgan) and | molt vehemently deſire and beſeech 
«© you, with all ſubmiſſion, to be pleaſed to conde- 
e ſcend and vouchſafe to enquire into my character, 
« and my pehaviour, and my deſerts, which, under 
«© Got, I hope, will entitle me to the vacancy of 
e ſurgeon.” ——As he proceeded in his ſpeech, he 
continued advancing towards the captain, whoſe noſ- 
trils were no ſooner ſaluted with the aromatic flavour 
that exhaled from him, than he cried with great emo- 
tion, © Heaven preſerve me! I am ſuffocated ! 
6c Fellow, fellow, away with thee Curſe 
&« thee, fellow! get thee gone, — I ſhall be ſtunk to 
« death 1” 
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ee death!“ At the noiſe of his outcries, his ſervants 
ran into his apartment, and he accoſted them 
thus; Villains! cut-throats! traitors! I am 
« betrayed! I am facrificed ! Will you nct 
carry that monſter away? or muſt I be ſtifled with 
& the ſtench of him! oh! oh!“ - With theſe in- 
terjections, he ſunk down upon his ſettee in a fit; his 
va.et de chambre plied him with a ſmelling- bottle, one 
footman chafed his temples with Hungary water, 
another ſprinkled the floor with ſpirits of lavender, 
a third puſhed Morgan out of the cabbin; who com- 
ing to the place where I was, ſat down with a demure 
countenance, and, according to his cuſtom, when 
he received any indignity which he durſt not revenge, 
began to ſing a Welch ditty.— I gueſſed he was un- 
der ſome agitation of ſpirits, and deſired to know the 
cauſe; but, inſtead of anſwering me directly, he aſked 
with great emotion, if I thought him a monſter and 
a ſtinkard? „A monſter and a ſtinkard (ſaid I, 
« with ſome ſurprize) did any body call you ſo ?”” 
* Got is my judge (replied he) captain Fifle did 
« call me both; ay, and all the water in the Tawy 
c will not waſh it out of my remembrance,—I do 
& affirm, and avouch, and maintain, with my ſoul, 
& and my pody, and my plood, look you, that I 
& have no ſmells about me, but ſuch as a chriſtian 
« ought to have, except the effluvia of tobacco, 
& which is a cephalic, odoriferous, aromatic herb, 
* and he is a ſon of a mountain-goat who ſays other- 
„ wiſe, As for my being a monſter, let that be as 
ce it is: Iam as Got was pleaſed to create me, which, 
& peradventure, is more than I ſhall aver of him who 
« gave me that title; for I will proclaim it before 
e the world, that he is diſguiſed and transfigured, 
and tranſmographied with affectation and whim-- 
* ſies; and that he is more like a papoon than one 
© of the human race.” 
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Captain Whijfie ſends for me, — bis fituation de- 
ſcrited his ſurgern arrives, Ppre/cribes 
for lim, and puts him to bed—a bed s jut 
up for Mr. Simper contiguous 10 he ftale-riom, 
which, with other parts of the captain's eba- 
viour, g ves the ſhip's company a very unf 1- 
vourable idea of their commander] am de- 
tained in the Weſt- Tndies, (y be adm ra, aud 
go on board of the Lizard ſloop f IV ar, in qua- 
lity of ſurgeon's mate, wiere I make myſelf 
known to the ſurgeon, who trea'/s me very 
kindly. I go on ſh re, ſell my ticket, p'r- 
chaſe neceſſari-s, and at my return on board, 
am ſurpriged at the ſight of Crampl y, who is 
appointed lieutenant of ihe ſloop we ſail 
on a Cruize take a Prize, in which ] ar- 
rive at Port Morant, under the c:mmand «f 
my meſs-mate, with whom I live in great har- 


mony. 


E was going on with an elogium upon the 

1 captain, when I received a meſſage to clean 
mylelf and goup to the great cabbin : and with this 
command I inſtantly complied, ſweetning myſelf with 
roſe-water from the medicine cheſt When I entered 
the room, I was ordered to ſtand by the door, until 
captain Whiffle had reconnoitered me at a diſtance, 
with a ſpy-glaſs. He having conſulted one ſenſe in 
this manner, bad me advance gradually, that his 
noſe might hav: intelligence, before it could be much 
offended : I therefore approached with great caution 
and ſucceſs, and he was pleaſed to ſay, Ay, this 
* 'Crea- 
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te creature is tolerable,”-—I found him lolling on 
his couch with a languiſhing air, his head ſuppoi ted 
by his valet de chambre, who from time to time ap- 
plied a ſmelling-bottle to his noſe. « Vergette, 
“ (faid he, in a ſqueaking tone) doſt thou think this 
„ wretch (meaning me) will do me no injury? may 
*« I venture to ſubmit my arm to him ?'-—< Pon 
« my vord, {replied the varlet) I do tink dat dere be 
« great occaſion for your honour loſing one {mall 


« quantite of blodt; and the young man ave quelque. 


& choſe of de bonne mine.“ —“ Well then (ſaid his 
«© maſter) I think I muſt venture.” —Then addreſſing 
himſelf to me, Haſt thou ever blooded any body 
„ but brutes ?—But I need not aſk thee, for thou 
« wilt tell me a molt damnable lie.” „ Brutes, 
* Sir, (anſwered I. pulling down his glove, in order 
to feel his pulſe) I never meddle with brutes.” 
— What the devil art thou about? (cried he) doſt 
* thou intend to twiſt of my hand? Gad's curſe ! 
„% my arm is benumbed up to the very ſhoulder ! 
Heaven have mercy upon me! multI periſh under 
& the hands of ſavages? What an unfortunate dog 
« was I to come on board without my own ſurgeon, 
„% Mr. Simper ”--I craved pardon for having handled 
him ſo roughly, and with the utmoſt care and ten- 
derneſs tied up his arm with a fillet of filk, While I 
was feeling for the vein, he deſired to know how 
much blood I intended to take from him; and when I 
anſwered, * Not above twelve ounces ;” ſtarted up 
with a look full of horror, and bade me begone, ſwear- 
ing I had a deſign upon his life. —Vergette appeaſed 
him with difficulty, and opening a bureau, took out 
a pair of ſcales, in one of which was placed a ſmall 
cup; and putting them into my hand, told me, the 
captain never loſt above an ounce and three drachms 
at one time. While I prepared for this important 
evacuation, there came into the cabbin a young man 
gayly dreſſed, of a very delicate complexion, with a 
kind of languid ſmile on his face, which ſeemed to 
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have been rendered habitual, by a long courſe of af- 
fectation.— The captain no ſooner perceived him, 
than riſing haſtily, he flew into his arms, crying, 
„ O! my dear Simper ! I am exceſſively diſordered! 


% have been betrayed, frighted, murdered by the 


* negligence of my ſervants, who ſuffered a beaſt, a 
< mule, a bear, to ſurprize me, and ſtink me into 
„ convulſions with the fumes of tobacco,” —Simper, 
who by this time, I found, was obliged to art for the 
clearneſs of his complexion, aſſumed an air of ſoft- 
neſs and ſympathy, and lamented with many tender 
expreſſions of ſorrow, the ſad accident that had 
thrown him into that condition ; then feeling his 
patient's pulſe on the outſide of his glove, gave it 
as his opinion, that his diſorder was entirely nervous, 
and that ſome drops of tincture of caſtor and liquid 
laudinum would be of more ſervice to him than bleed- 
ing, by bridling the inordinate fallies of his ſpirits, 
and compoſing the fermentation of his bile. —I was 
therefore ſent to prepare this preſcription, which was 
adminiſtred in a glaſs of ſack poſſet, after the captain 
had been put to bed, and orders ſent to the officers 
on the quarter-deck, to let no body walk on that fide 
under which he lay. 

While the captain enjoyed his repoſe, the doctor 
watched over him, and indeed, became fo neceſſary, 
that a cabbin was made for him contiguous to the ſtate- 
room, where Whiffle ſlept, that he might be at hand 
in caſe of accidents in the night. Next day, our 
commander being happily recovered, gave orders, 
that none of the lieutenants ſhould appear upon deck 
without a wig, ſword, and ruffles ; nor any midſhip- 
man, or other petty officer, be ſeen with a check 
ſhict, or dirty linen. He alſo prohibited any per- 
ſon whatever, except Simper and his own ſervants, 
from coming into the great cabbin, without firſt 
ſending in to obtain leave.— Theſe ſingular regula- 
tions did not prepoſſeſs the ſhip's company in his fa- 
your ; but, on the contrary, gave ſcandal an opportu- 
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nity to be very buſy with his character, and accuſe 
him of maintaining a correſpondence with his ſur- 
geon not fit to be named. 
In a few weeks our ſhip being under failing orders, 
I was in hope of reviſiting my native country in a 
very ſhort time, when the admiral's ſurgeon came 
on board, and ſending for Morgan and me to the quar- 
ter-deck, gave us to underſtand there was a great 
ſcarcity of ſurgeons in the Welt-Indies ; that he was 
commanded to detain one mate out of every great 
ſhip that was bound for England; and deſired us to 
agree between ourſelves, before the next day at that 
hour, which of us ſhould ſtay behind. We were 
thunder-ſtruck at this propoſal, and ſtared at ons 
another ſome time without ſpeaking ; at length the 
| Welchman broke ſilence, and offered to remain in 
the Welt Indies, provided the admiral would give 
him a ſurgeon's warrant immediately : but he was 
told there was no want of chief ſurgeons, and that 
he muſt be contented with the ſtation of mate, till 
he ſhould be further provided for in due courſe : 
whereupon Morgan flatly refuſed to quit the ſhip 
for which the commiſſioners of the navy had appoint- 
ed him; and the other told him as plainly, that if 
we could not determine the affair by ourſclves before 
to-morrow morning, he muſt caſt lots, and abide by 
his chance, When TI recalled to my remembrance 
the miſeries I had undergone in England, where I 
had not one friend to promote my intereſt, or fa- 
vour my advancement in the navy, and at the ſame 
time reflected on the preſent dearth of ſurgeons in the 
Weſt-Indies, and the unhealthineſs of the climate, 
which every day almoſt reduced the number, I could 
not help thinking my ſucceſs would be much more 
certain and expeditious, by my ſtaying where I was, 
than by returning to Europe. —l therefore reſolved 
to comply with a good grace, and next day, when we 
were ordered to throw dice, told Morgan, he needed 
not trouble himſelf, for I would voluntarily ſubmit to 
| N 4 the 
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the admiral's p'eaſure.— This frank declaration was 
commended by the gentleman, who aſſured me, it 
ſhould not fare the worſe with me for my reſignation. 
Indeed he was as good as his word, and that very af- 
ternoon procured a warrant, appointing me ſurgeon's 
mate of the Lizard floop of war, which put me on 
a footing with every firſt mate in the ſervice. 

My ticket being made ont, I put my cheſt and 
bedding on board a canoe that lay along fide, and 
having ſhook hands with my truſty friend the ſer— 
jeant, and honeſt Jack Rattlin, who was bound for 
Greenwich-hoſpital, I took my leave of Morgan 
with many tears, after we had exchanged our ſleeve- 

buttons as remembrances of each other. Having 
preſented my new warrant to the captain of the Li- 
zard, I enquired for the doctor, whom I no ſooner 
ſaw, than I recollected him to be one of thoſe young 
fellows with whom I had been committed to the 
round houſe, during our frolic with Jackſon, as I 
have related before. He received me with a good 
deal of courteſy, and when I put him in mind of our 
former acquaintance, expreſſed great joy at ſeeing me 
again, 'and recommended me to an exceeding good 
meſs, compoſed of the gunner and maſter's mate.— 
As there was not one ſick perſon in the ſhip, I got 
leave to go a-ſhore, next day, with the gunner, who 
recommended me to a ew, that bought my ticket at 
the rate of 40 per cent. diſcount; and having furniſhed 
myſelf with what neceffaries I wanted, returned on 
board in the evening, and to my ſurprize, found my 
old antagoniſt Crampley walking upon deck. — Tho 
I Gid not fear his enmity, I was ſhocked at his ap- 
pearance, and communicated my ſentiments on that 
ſubject to Mr. Tomlins the ſurgeon, who told me 
that Crampley, by dint of ſome friends about the 
admiral, had procured a commiſſion, conſtituting him 
lieutenant on board the Lizzard: and adviſed me, 
now he was my ſuperior officer, to behave with ſome 
reſpect towards him, or clſe he would find a thouſand 
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opportunities of uſing me ill.— This advice was a 
bitter potion to me, whom pride and reſentment 
had rendered utterly incapable of the leaſt ſubmiſſion 
to, or even of a reconciliation with the wretch who 
had, on many occaſions, treated me ſo inhumanly : 
However, I reſolved to have as little connection as 
poſſible with him, and to ingratiate myſelf as much 
as I could with the reſt of the officers, whoſe friend- 
ſhip might be a bulwark to defend me from the at- 
tempts of his malice, 

In leſs than a week we failed on a cruize, and 
having weathered the eaſt-end of the iſland, had the 
good fortune to take a Spaniſh barcolongo, with her 
prize, which was an Engliſh ſhip bound for Briſtol, 
that ſailed from Jamaica a fortnight before, with- 
out convoy. All the priſoners who were well, we 
put on ſhore on the north ſide of the iſland ; the 
prizes were manned with Engliſhmen, and the com- 
mand of the barcolongo given to my friend the 
maſter's mate, with orders to carry them into Port 
Morant, and there to remain until the Lizzard's 


cruize ſhould be ended, at which time ſhe would touch 


at the ſame place in her way to Port-Royal —With 
him I was ſent to attend the wounded Spaniards as 
well as Engliſhmen, who amounted to ſixteen, and 
to take care of them on ſhore, in a houſe that was 
to be hired as an hoſpital. ——This deſtination gave 
me a great deal of pleaſure, as I ſhould, for ſome 
time, be freed from the arrogance of Crampler, 
whoſe inveteracy againſt me had already broke out 
on two or three occaſions ſince he was become a 
lieutenant, - My meſs- mate, who very much reſembled 


my uncle, both in figure aud diſpoſition, treated me 


on board of the prize with the utmoſt civility and 
confidence; and, among other favours. made me a 
preſent of a ſilver -hilted hanger, and a pair of piſtols 
mounted with the ſame metal, which fell to his 
ſnare in plundering the enemy.—We arrived ſafely at 
Morant, and going on ſaore, pitched upon an 2 
ſtore 
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ſtore-houſe, which we hired for the reception of the 
wounded, who were brought to it next day, with 
beds and other neceſſaries; and four of the ſhip's 
company appointed to attend them and obey me. 


sss 


C HAP. XXXVI. 


A ftrange adventure — in conſequence of which 
1 am extremely happy —— Crampley does me ill 
offices with the captain: But his malice is de- 
feated by the good-nature and frienaſhip of 
the ſurgeon we return to Port- Royal 
our captain gets the command of a larger ſhip, 
and is ſucceeded by an old man — Brayl is pro- 
vided for —— wwe receive orders to ſail for 
England. 


HEN my patients were all in a fair way, 

my companion and commander, whoſe name 
was Brayl, carried me up the country to the houſe of 
a rich planter, with whom he was acquainted; where 
we were ſumptuouſly entertained, and in the evening 
ſet out on our return to the ſhip. When we had 
walked about a mile by moon light, we perceived a 
horſeman behind us, who coming up, wiſhed us 
good even, and aſked which way we went : His voice, 


which was quite familiar to me, no ſooner {truck my 


ear, than, in ſpite of all my reſolution and reflection, 
my hair briſled up, and I was ſeized with a violent fit 
of trembling, which Brayl miſinterpreting, bad me be 
under no concern.—lI told him he was miſtaken in the 
cauſe of my diſorder; and addreſſing myſelf tothe perſon 
on horſeback, ſaid, <* I could have {worn by your voice, 
that you was a dear friend of mine, if I had not 
* been certain of his death. To this addreſs, after 
ſome pauſe, he replied, © There are many voices as 
* well as faces that reſemble one another ; but pray, 
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tc what was your friend's name?” I ſatisfied him in 
that particular, and gave a ſhort detail of the melan- 
choly fate of Thomſon, not without many ſighs and 
ſome tears. A ſilence enſued which laſted ſome mi- 
nutes, and then the converſation turned on indifferent 
ſubjects, till we arrived at a houſe on the road, where 
the horſeman alighted, and begged with ſo much ear- 
neſtneſs, that we would go in and drink a bowl of 
punch with him, that we could not reſiſt.— But if I 
was alarmed at his voice, what muſt my amazement 
be, when I diſcovered by the light, the very perſon of 
my lamented&riend ! Perceiving my confuſion, which 
was extreme, he claſped me in his arms, and bedewed 
my face with tears. — It was ſome time ere J reco- 
vered the uſe of my reaſon, overpowered with this 
event, and longer ſtill before I could ſpeak. So that 
all I was capable of was to return his embraces, and 
to mingle the overflowings of my joy with his 
whilſt honeſt Brayl, affected with the ſcene, wept as 
faſt as either of us, and ſignified his participation of 
our happineſs, by hugging us both, and capering 
about the room like a madman.—4t length I re- 
trieved the uſe of my tongue, and cried, Is it 
„ poſſible, can you be my friend Thomſon ? No 
& certainly; alas | he was drowned ! and I am now 
“under the deception of a dream!“ He was at 
great pains to convince me of his being the individual 
perſon whom I regretted, and bidding me fit down 
and compole myſelf, promiſed to explain his ſudden 
diſappearance from the Thunder, and to account for 
his being at preſent in the land of the living. —This 
talk he acquitted himſelf of, after I had drank a glaſs 
of punch, and recollected my ſpirits; by informing us, 
that with a determination to rid himſelf of a miſerable 
exiſtence, he had gone in the night-time to the head, 
while the ſhip was on her way, from whence he 
ſlipped down, as ſoftly as he could by the bows, into 
the ſea, where, after he was heartily ducked, he 
began to repent of his precipitation, and as he _ 
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ſwim very well, kept himſelf above water, in hopes 
of being taken up by ſome of the ſhips aſtern ;— 
that in this ſituation, he hailed a large veſſel, and beg- 
ged to be taken in, but was anſwered, that ſhe was 
a heavy ſailor, and therefore they did not chooſe to 
loſe time, by bringing to; however, they threw an 
old cheft over-board, for his convenience, and told 
him, that ſome of the ſhips aſtern would certainly 
ſave him ;—that no other veſſel came within ſight or 
cry of him, for the ſpace of three hours, during which 
time he had the mortification to find himſelt in the 
middle of the ocean alone, without other ſupport or 
reſting place but what a few crazy boards afforded ; 
till at laſt, he diſcerned a ſmall ſloop ſteering towards 
him, upon which he ſetup his throat, and had the good 
fortune to be heard and reſcued from the dreary 
waſte, by their boat, which was hoiſted out on 
purpoſe, —<* I was no ſooner brought on board (con- 
é tinued he) than I fainted, and when I recovered 
* my ſenſes, found myſelf in bed, regaled with a 
© molt noiſome ſmell of onions and cheeſe, which 
made me think at firſt, that I was in my own 
* hammock, along-ſide of honeſt Morgan, and that 
6 all which had pailed was no more than a dream. — 
Upon enquiry I underſtood that I was on board of 
* a ſchooner belonging to Rhode-Ifland, bound for 
© Jamaica, with a. cargo of geeſe, pigs, onions, and 
& cheeſe; and that the maſter's name was Robertſon, 
* by birth a North Briton, whom I knew at firſt 
6 ſight to be an old ſchool fellow of mine. — When 
& I diſcovered myſelf to him, he was tranſported 
© with ſurprize and joy, and begged to know the oc- 
caſion of my misfortune which I did not think 
fit to diſcloſe, becauſe I knew his notions with re- 
gard to religion were very ſevere and confined ; 
therefore contented myſelf with telling him, I 
fell overboard by accident; but made no ſcruple 
of explaining the nature of my diſagreeable ita- 
tion, and of acquainting him with my determined 
5 purpoſe 


cc 
cc 
cc 


LAY 


Lad 


cc 
6 


— 


* 


- me 


RoDbERICEK RAND OM. 277 


te purpoſe never to return to the Thunder man of war. 
„% although he was not of my opinion in that par- 


„ ticular, knowing that I muſt loſe my cloaths, and 


« what pay was due to me, unleſs I went back to 
« my duty; yet, when I deſcribed the circumſtances 
„ of the helliſh lite I led, under the tyrannic ſway 
« of Oakhum and Mackfhane; and among other 
« orievances, hinted a diſſatisfaction at the irreligi- 
« ous deportment of my ſhip-mates, and the want 
te of the true preſbyterian goſpel doctrine; he changed 
e his ſentiments, and conjured me with great vehe- 
« mence and zeal to lay aſide all thought of riſing 
&« in the navy; and that he might ſhew how much 
de he had my intereſt at heart, undertook to provide 
« forme in ſome ſhape or other, before he ſhould leave 


„% Tamaica.--This promiſe he performed to my heart's 


ce defire, by recommending me to a gentleman of 
&« fortune, with whom I have lived ever ſince, in 
« quality of ſurgeon and overſeer to his plantations, 
“ He and his lady are now at Kingſton, fo that 
„ am, for the preſent, maſter of this houſe, to 
& which, from my ſoul, I bid you welcome, and 
hope you will favour me with your company dur- 
« ing the remaining part of the night.” —I needed 
not a ſecond invitation; but Mr. Brayl, who was a 
diligent and excellent officer, could not be perſuaded 
to ſleep out of the ſhip : however, he ſupped with 
us, and after having drank a chearful glaſs, ſet out 
for the veſſel, which was not above three miles from 
the place, eſcorted by a couple of ſtout negroes, 
whom Mr. Thomſon ordered to conduct him. 
Never were two friends more happy in the conver- 
ſation of each other than we, for the time it laſted : 
I related to him the particulars of our attempt upon 
Carthagena, of which he had heard but an imper— 
fect account; and he gratified me with a narration 
of every little incident of his life ſince we parted,— 
He aſſured me, it was with the utmoſt difficulty he 
could reſiſt his inclination of coming down to Fort- 
Royal 
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Royal to ſee Morgan and me, of whom he had heard 
no tidings ſince the day of our ſeparation; but that 
he was reſtrained by the fear of being detained as a 
deſerter.— He told me, that when he heard my voice 
in the dark, he was almoſt as much ſurprized as [ 
was-at ſeeing him afterwards; and in the confidence 
of friendſhip, diſcloſed a paſſion he entertained for 
the only daughter of the gentleman with whom he 
lived, who, by his deſcription, was a very amiable 


young lady, and did not diſdain his addreſſes ; that 


he was very much favoured by her parents, and did 
not deſpair of obtaining their conſent to the match, 
which would at once render him independent of the 
world I congratulated him on his good fortune, 
which he proteſted ſhould never make him forget his 
friends; and towards morning we betook ourſelves 
to reſt. 

Next day he accompanied me to the ſhip, where 
Mr. Brayl entertained him at dinner, and we having 
ſpent the afternoon together, he took bis leave of us 
in the evening, after he had forced upon me ten 
piſtoles, as a ſmall token of his affection.—In ſhort, 
while we ſtaid here, we ſaw one another every day, 
and generally ate at the ſame table, which was plenti- 
fully ſupplied by him with all kinds of poultry, butcher's 
meat, oranges, limes, lemons, pine- apples, Madeira- 
wine, and excellent rum ; ſo that this ſmall interval of 
ten days was by far the moſt agreeable period of my life, 

At length the Lizzard arrived; and my patients 
being all fit for duty, they and I were ordered on 
board of her, where I underſtood from Mr. Tom- 
lins, that there was a dryneſs between the lieutenant 
and him, on my account ; that rancorous villain 
having taken the opportunity of my abſence, to fill 
the captain's ears with a thouſand ſcandalous ſtories, 
to my prejudice ; among other things affirming, that 
I had been once tranſported for theft, and that when 
I was in the Thunder man of war I had been whipt 


for the ſame crime,— The ſurgeon, on the other 


hand, 
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hand, having heard my whole ſtory from my own 
mouth, defended me ſtrenuouſly, and in the courſe 
of that good-natured office, recounted all the inſtances 
of Crampley's malice againſt me, while I remained 
on board of that ſhip —Which declaration, while it 
ſatisfied the captain of my innocence, made the lieu- 
tenant as much my defender's enemy as mine. This 
infernal behaviour of Crampley, with regard to me, 
added ſuch fuel to my former reſentment, that at 
certain times, I was quite beſide myſelf with the de- 
fire of revenge, and was even tempted to piſtol him 
on the quarter-deck, though an infamous death muſt 
inevitably have been my reward.—But the ſurgeon, 
who was my confident, argued againſt ſuch a deſ- 
perate action ſo effectually, that I ſtiſled the flame 
which conſumed me for the preſent, and reſolved to 
wait for a more convenient opportunity. In the 
mean time, that Mr. Tomlins might be the more 
convinced of the wrongs I ſuffered by this fellow's 
ſlander, I begged he would go and viſit Mr Thom- 
ſon, whoſe wonderful eſcape I had made him ac- 
quainted with, and enquire of him into the particu- 
lars of my conduct, while he was my fellow-mate. 
"This requeſt the ſurgeon complied with, more through 
curioſity to ſee a perſon whoſe fate had been ſo ex- 
traordinary, than to confirm his good opinion of me, 
which he aſſured me, was already firmly eſtabliſhed. 
He therefore ſet out for the dwelling-place of my 
friend, with a letter of introduction from me ; and 
txing received with all the civility and kindneſs I 
expected, returned to the ſhip, not only ſatisfied with 
my character, beyond the power of doubt or inſinua- 
tion, but alſo charmed with the affability and con- 
vęrſation of l homſon, who loaded him and me with 
preſents of freſh ſtock, liquors and fruit. As he would 
not venture to come and ſee us on board, Jeſt Cramp- 
ley ſhould krow and detain him; when the time of 
our departure approached, I obtained leave to go and 
bid him farewel,—Atter we had vowed an everlaſt- 
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ing friendſhip, he preſſed upon me a purſe with fone 
doubloons, which I refuſed as long as I could, with- 
out giving umbrage ; and having cordially embraced 
each other, I returned on board, where I found a 
ſmall box, with a letter directed for me, to the care 


of Mr. Tomlins.—Knowing the ſupericription to be 


of Thomſon's hand-writing, I opened it with ſome 
ſurprize, and learned that this generous friend, not 
contented with loading me with the preſents already 
mentioned, had ſent for my ute and acceptance, half 
a dozen fine ſhirts, and as many linen waiſtcoats and 
caps, with twelve pair of new thread-ſtockings..— 
Being thus provided with money, and all neceſſarics 
for the comfort of life, I began to look upon my {elf 
as a gentleman of ſome conſec quence, and felt my 
pride dilate apace. 

Next day we ſailed for Port-Royal, where we ar— 
rived ſafely with our prizes; and as ther e was nothing 
to do on board, I went aſhore, and having purchaſed 
a laced waiſtcoat, with ſome other cloaths at a ſale, 
made a ſwaggering figure for ſome days, among the 
taverns, where I ventured to play a little at hazard, 
and came off with fifty piſtoles in my pocket. Mean 
while our captain was promoted to a ſhip of twenty 
guns, and the command & the Lizzard given to a 
man turned of fourſcore, who had been lieutenant 
ſince the reign of King William, and notwithſtand 
ing his long ſervice, would have probably died i 
that ſtation, had he not applied ſome prize-money 
he had lately received, to make intereſt with his ſuy 
periors. My friend 2 was alſo made an officer 
about the ſame time, after he had ſerved in quality of 
a midſhipman and mate five and twenty years. Soon 
after theſe alterations, the admiral pitched upon our 
ſhip to carry home diſpatches for the miniſtry; and 
we ſet fail for England, having firſt ſcrubbed her 
. and. taken in proviſion and water tor the 
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